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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re : Petition for a pproval of a late 
payment charge and a field collection 
charqe by Florida Power & Light Company 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

DOCKET NO. 

ORDER NO . 

ISSUED : 

900836- EI 

238 95 

12- 18-90 

The following Commissioners participate d in the disposition of 
this matter: 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

MICHAEL Mel< . WILSON, Chairman 
THOMAS M. BEARD 

BETTY EASLEY 
GERALD L. GUNTER 

FRANK S . MESSERSMITH 

ORDER SUSPENQING TARIFFS 

I 

On October 16 , 1990 , Flori da Power & Light Company ("FPL" ) 
filed a petition requesting approval of a late payment charge and I 
a f i eld collection charge . The utility propos ed a late payment 
charge of 1 .5t (1t for state agencies) of del i nque nt balances. The 
proposed field collection charge wou ld pply when a utility 
representative was dispatched to disconnect electric service for 
non- payment , but received payment , or proof thereo f , from the 
customer at the customer 1 s location prior to disconnect . The 
utility attached to its petition its proposed Elev e nth Revised 
Tariff Sheet No. 4.020, which it later modified at Staff ' s request 
to more clearly descr i be t he circumstances under which a field 
collecti on charge would be applied . The proposed Eleventh Revised 
Sheet No. 4.020 is attached hereto . 

In s upport of its petition, FPL cited Commission Order No. 
17915, issued J u ly 27, 1987 in Docket No . 8704 56-TL (Review of 
southern Bell Telephone and Telegraph company 1 s Late Payment 
Charge ), in which we approved a late payment charge f or Southern 
Bell. However, the application of the late payment charge proposed 
by FPL differs from that approved for Southern Bell . In Docket No. 
870456-TL we approved an exemption for county and municipal 
governmental entities from payme nt of such charges based on the 
understanding that these bodies could enact ordinances altering 
their liabili ty for the late payment charge. Our Staff should 
thoro ughly explore the authorities tor , and implications or, such 
exemptions as applie d t o tariffed charges . Therefore, since both 

1 tariffs proposed by FPL deal with delinquent accounts, we . ..,ill 
suspend FPL 1 s Eleventh Revised Sheet No . 4 . 020 pendi ng further 
analysis. 
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It is therefore 

163 

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that 
Florida Power & Light Company's proposed Eleventh Revised Sheet No. 
4.020 is here by suspended. It is f urther 

ORDERED that this docket remain open. 

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission, this l8Lh 

day of DECEMBER 1990 

STEVE TRIBBLE, Director 
Division of Records and Reporting 

(SEAL) 

bv· /Uu-~~ 
J- Chltf: Burea of Records 

9008J6.mer 
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