
Board of County Commissioners 
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January 9, 1991 

Mr. Steve Tribble , Direc tor 
Division of Records and Reporting 
Florida Publ ic Service Commission 
Fletcher Building, Room 122 
101 East Gaines Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

Re: Emergency Energy Plan for Electrical Utili t ies 

Dear Mr. Tribble: 
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I am pleased that staff of the Florida Public Serv i ce Commission CFP5C) i s 
propos~ng to require electrical utilities to submit and have on fil e a f orma l 
emergency energy plan. It i s my unde rs tanding that the pl an would addres s 
specific action f or Florida's elec tric utilities to implement during anti ..: ipa t.e.J 
c apac ity shortfalls due to extreme hot ut cold weathe r . At the l oc a l l eve l , I 
am diligently working to provide a coordinated approach between county s taff 
and electrical utilities to ensur e that key water and sewerage fac iliti~s and 
critical health car e faci l ities have uninte rrupted power during extremes of hot 
o r cold weather. I t would appear that this could be accompl i shed by a 
coordinated plan a s propos ed by FPSC staff . 

Ene rgy shortages have occurred twice within the past year in Hernando County, 
the Christmas Freeze of 1989, and Summer 1990. During those periods , e l ect rical 
power was discontinued t o wate r wells and maj o r s•! \·I!ISC lift ~tatic:1 ~ f ~ :: t~:::p ­

orary periods of time without not i ce to our Utilities Department. Di scontinuing 
electrical power, without notice and at random, could have serious ly affec ted 
the health, safety and welfare of our c i t izens, if the energy sho r t age had 
occurred over a longer period of time. I am al so concerned that c ritical health 
care facilities be notified of impending power shortages and that e l ec tric powe r 
not be discontinued, even temporarily , to hospitals, nur s ing home s , convale s cent 
centers, dia lysis centers, etc ., unless a dequate backup power sources are 
available . 

I whol eheartedly endorse and s upport e stablishing an emergency pl an fu r al l 
e lec trical ut ilities to fo llow pa rticular ly dur ing ~xtreme hot or cold weather . 
I would apprec iate being placed on your mailing list and being kept ad., i sed of 
this rul e -making. 
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If I can be of further support, please do not hesitate to call me at 
(904) 754-4000 or write to me at the a~ove address. 

?/ly, 

~~sioner 
Hernando County 

JE/pea 

cc: Harold D. Varvel, Chairman 
John Richardson, 1st Vice Chairman 
Ginny Brown-Waite, 2nd Vice Chairman 
Anthony C. Mosca, Jr . , Commissioner 
Charles B. Hetrick, County Administrator 
Richard W. Radacky, Utilities Manager 
David Sloan, Emergency Operations Manager 
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