
TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

August 29, 1991 ~~l:~AL[ 
NAYOlA FRAZIER, DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES FILE '!f!PY 
MICHELE FRANKLIN, BUREAU OF CERTIFICATION (DWA~ 

4JtJt . - REQUEST FOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF CORPORATE 
REORGANIZATION AND NAME CHANGE ON CERTIFICATE NO. 186-W FROM HOMER 
CUSTEAD, INC. TO RIDGEWOOD WATER COMPANY, INC. 

Hoaer Custead, Inc. (HCI) is a Class C utility in Clay County that provides 
water service to approximate 1 y 50 customers in a mobile home park under 
Certificate No. 186-W. HCI was issued Certificate No . 186-W on August 24, 1974 
by Order No. 6257 . According to the 1990 annual report, the utility's operating 
revAnue for 1990 was $6,000, and the utility reported a net operating income of 
$1,624. 

In March 1991, staff discovered that HCI was operating the utility under 
the name of Ridgewood Water Company, Inc . ( RWC I) . Accord 1 ng to Mr. Homer 
Custead, president and sole owner of RWCI and the mobile home park, RWCI provides 
water service to the mobile home park. Mr. Custead has indicated that the mobile 
home park is the utility's only customer and that the cost for water service is 
included in the lot rent. A copy of such lease is attached. 

Staff has determined that Mr . Custead has consistently in the past 
satisfied the filing requirements of Rules 25-30.110 and .120, Florida 
Adltn1strative Code, has never filed for a rate increase and, according to the 
01vtston of Consumer Affairs, does not have any open customer complaints on file 
wtth this Co.isston. Furthermore, staff contacted the Secretary of State's 
D1vts1on of Corporation Office and discovered that Homer Custead, Inc. never 

ACK ---•xisted as a corporation. However, RWCI was incorporated on August 27, 1982 . 
This is consistent with the change in how the utility' s annual reports were 

AFA ---.:filed . The utility's annual reports were filed under the name of HCI until 1982 
APP ---.when the name changed to RWCI. It appears that the master commission directory 
CAF was revised to reflect the name change, although, the name change was never 

--~acknowledged officially by this Commission. 
CMU---
CTR On April 30, 1991, Attorney Dale S. Wilson filed a request for exemption 

for the utility. The application included a copy of the utility 's lease which 
EAG --~'hows that the cost for water service is included in the lo t rent and an 
LEG affidavit stating that RWCI provides water service only to the mobile home park 

and that the cost for water service is a non-specific portion of the lot rent. 
LIN ---
OPC Staff recommends that an administrative order be issued, within 30 days, 

acknowledging the name change from HCI to RWCI, as well as acknowledging the 
RCH ---.e,xempt status of RWCI pursuant to Section 367.022(5), F.S ., and closing the 
SEC docket. If you should need additional information, pleasa let us know 
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April 23, 1991 

Michele Franklin 
Research Aeaisten t 
Public Service Co mmission 
Fletcher Building 
101 East Gaines Street 
Tallahasaae, FL 32399-0850 
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RE: Occket No. 910447-WIJ-Aoknowledgment of Reorganization and Name 
Change of Homer Custead , Inc. (Certificate No . 186-W) to 
Ridgewood Water Company, Inc. in Clay County 

Oeer Me. Franklin: 

I represent Ridgewood Water Company, Inc. The present PSC tariff 
is in the name of Homer J. Custead, Inc ., which was voluntarily 
dissolved and all assets belonging to the wAter company transferred to 
Rldgewater Water Company, Inc., Charter #F97300, filed with t he 
Secretary of State on August 27, 1982, and approved on August 31, 
1982. The water system is e xempt from PSC regul a tion p ur s u a nt t o 
F.S. 673.022 (5) . 

Therefore, pursuant to the attached doc uments I reques t 
verification that the water company is exempt . 

Sinc erel y , 

Oal e 5. Wi l son 

OSW : pr 



STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF CLAY 

AFFIDAVIT 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, personally HOMER J. ClJSTEAO, 
who being Firat duly sworn, deposes and says: That he occupies the 
position of President of Ridgewood Water Company, and owner of mobile 
home lots in Cley County, Florida, described as follows: 

Lata 1 thru 48, inclusive, Ridgewood Replat No. 5, according 
to Plat Book B, Pege 52 , public records of Clay County , Florida. 
end 
Leta 3 end 4, Section 18, Ridgewood, according to Deed Book Q, 
Page 663, public records of Clay County Florida. 

Said ltoe will be exempt from the regulation of the Florida Public Service 
Commission pursuant to Section 367.022 (5), Florida Statutes for the 
following reasona: 

1. The affiant will provide utility service solely to its tenants . 

2. The affiant will not collect any specific charge fo r service from its 
tenanta. 

3. Any compensation received for service will be a non-specific portion 
of monthly rent cha rgee . 

4. AFFi•nt will provide water, but not wastewater, service to its 
tenants. 

5. The service area will be limited to affiant's mobile home lots whi ch 
are located at Ridgewood Area, Blanding Blvd ., , Orange Park, 
Florida. 

Affiant further states that the information given rerein is true and correct 
to the best of his knowledge a nd belief . 

President of Ridgewood Water Company, Inc. 

before me 
1991 . 

PATSY P. IUFEJCINI( 
My Corlltft. ·~ NOY. I , S ..... """-.y,.. \WIIIWIIIIn 



' • L E A S E 

THIS LEAS£, •ade this day of -.,------- 1 9 --- by and between 
ROHER J. CUSTEAD, called the Lessor, and 
the Lessee. ---------------------

WITN!SSETHI That in coneideration of the covenants herein contained on 
the part of the'aaid Leaaee to be kept and performed, thP. said Lessor does 
hereby lea•e to t~e ••fd Lessee the following described property: 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same on a month to month term from the 
--~-:-day of 19 , the said Lessee paying therefor the 
•onthly rent of$ Said payments of monthly· rent shall be 
•ade to Ho•er J. Cuetead, and mailed to D. Glisson, 565 Dennis Avenue, 
Oranae Park, Florida 32065, (Power of Attorney). Telephone No. 272-3709. 

1. Rental pay•ente ••de late by the Lessee shall be s ubject to a 
•ini•u• charge of $10.00, or 10% of rent, whichever is p,renter, if paid 
later than 10 daye fro• due date. All legal expenses incurred in 
collection ~f rent pay•ente will be paid by the Lessee. Rent does not 
include any utility except water and sewage. • 

2. The eaid Le•eee covenants with the Lessor to mnke n o unlawful, 
i••oral, ille1al, i•proper or offen1dve use of the premises; not to make 
unnecee~ary noi•e, either by the Lessee or by guests of the Lessee. No 
care or •otoreyclee .h.ll be driven at dangerous speed~, or allowed t0 make 
exceeaive nolee or di1 up premises. No farm animals shnll be allowed on 
pr.aie••• NO PETS WILL BE ALLOWED IH MOBILE HOMES. ANIMALS CANNOT BE 

,kAISED OR BOARDED. Doss •ust be confined to p~emiaea at all times. 
Le••••• who allow anlaal• to roam outside the ~onfined nrno of the leased 
property ehall be con1idered in violation of the terms of this Lease ond 
eubject to teralnation. Further, Lessee shall be responsible for all 
eriainal and civil peoaltiee ae imposed by County Ordinance and Fl o rida 
f&tatute•. 

3: - - NOISi. No loud partie• will be allowed at any time, or loud 
radioe. T.V.'e, etc. nor shall anything be done on prem~scs which may be or 
b~eo11e an annoyance or nuisance to the neighbors. 

4. OCCUPATION. This mobile home is a one family residence. Lessee 
can not mov e in any other tenant without written consent from Lessor or his 
agent. Le ssee agreee to keep yard clean und grass cut, or lessor will d o 
,._ .... , __ _ ,.._ , _ 401io- .... nn• • , • • • .,.., ,,...,..OOCI t'n lnAinta;n VArfi 1lPht the som e 8~ 

' J M ' l t. --- - --- sa.< a J iO:) 
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.. L F. A S E 

THIS LIAS&, aade thia day of __ ~------- 1 9 by and between 
HOHIIl J. CUSTIAD, called the Lessor, and 
the Lea • ee. -------------------------

VITifi!SSITHa That in conaideration of the covenants herein contained on 
the part of the'aaid Leaaee to be kept and performed, th~ said Lessor does 
hereby leaee to t~e aafd Leaaee the following described property: 

TO HAVI AlfD TO HOLD the aaae on a aonth to month term from the 
..--,......":'day of 1 9 , the a aid Lease e pay in g the r e £or the 
·aonthly rent of $ ----saTd pay111enta of monthly' rent aha 11 be 
aade to Hoaer J, Cuatead, and aailed to D. Gliaaon, 565 Uennis Avenue, 
Oranae Park, Florida 32065, (Power of Attorney). Telephone No. 272-3709. 

1. Rental payaenta aade late by the Lessee shall be subject to a 
aiaiaua charge of $10 . 00, or 10% of rent, whichever is r.renter, if paid 
later than 10 daya fro• due date. All legal expenses incurred in 
collection of reat payaente will be paid by the Lease~. Rent does not 
include any utility except water and sewage. 

2. The aaid Leaaee covenants with the Lessor to mnke no unlawful, 
iaaoral, illegal, iaproper or offen11ive use of the premises; not to make 
unnecea~ary noiae, either by the Lessee or by gueats of the Lessee. No 
ce ca or aotorcyclea thall be driven at dangerous speed~, or allowed tn mAke 
exceaaive noiee or dis up premises. No farm animals ahnll be allowe d on 
~reahea. NO PITS VlLL liE ALLOWED IN HOBlLE IIOHEB, ANIMALS CANN OT BF. 
~AISED Ol JOAlDED. Doge muat be confined to p~~miaes 3t all time s. 
Leeaeea who allow anlaala to roam outside the ~onfined nr~o of th e leased 
property ahall be coneidered in violation o£ the terms or this Lease ond 
aubject to teralnation. Further, Lessee shall be responsible for all 
criainal and civil penaltiea aa imposed by County Ordinance and Florida 
'Statu tea. 

3;- · NOISI". · No loud partie• will be allowed nt any time, or loud 
radioa. T.V.'a, etc. nor shall anything be done on premia~• which may be or 
becoae an a~noyance or nuiaance to the neighbors. 

4. OCCUPATION. Thie aobile home ia a one family residence. Lessee 
can not aove ia any other tenant without written consent from Lessor or his 
acent. Leaeee agree1 to keep yard clean ond grasa cut, or lessor will do 
ao at Leaaee'e expenae. Leaeee agrees to maintain yard l ig ht the some oB 

aay Iicht in the aobile hoae. Thia lot cannot be used a~ a repai r or 
parking lot for any other vehicles except tho se used by tenants. No 
junk vehicle• allowed .and all vehicles must have curren~ licenae tAgs. 

5. INSPICTION. The Leaeee agree• to allow Lessor vr his agent, at any 
reaaoaable tlae, to enter upon eaid prcaiaea for the purpos e of inspection 
of aaid preaieea. Leeeee will report any repairs to be made immediately. 
No padlock• are allowed on the rent~d mobile homes. 

6. PR!HISIS. Leaaee agree• not to assign this Lease or to sublet any 
part of aaid preaiaee, to include aobile home, without the written consent 
of Leaaor; not to conatruct any buildings on lot, addit : ons to mobile home 
or patio without written approve! from the Les so r; to protect any fence on 
aaid preaiaea fro• daaage by lessee, lessee's children, or guests; that i f 
leseee ahould inatall any fence, aaid fence,.with lessor's approval, must 
be coaatructed in auch ••nner aa to improve the appearance of the lot and 
aoC to detract tberefroa; to uae reaeonable care to protect any trees and 
plantl which are now on the property; to protect lhe a"ptic tank, 
dralnfield aad patio froa daaage, k~ep all cera and motorcylea and 
aachinery off the patio; to protect the water pump and plumbing from damage 
due to freealng, to protect the electric pole and fuse box from damAge; to 
~eep patio and yard clean; to keep t ~e graas cut and the •h rubbery trimm~d 
•nd not allow any traah, refuae, j unk or j unk cars or oth~r debris t o 
eccuaulate on the preaiaeaJ to comply with the Clay Cou •tty Zoning 
T IU lltiOftiJ ftOt tO burn or bury any garbage, to make errAngements for 
refuee or 1arbaae collection; and to quit and deliver up said premises ot 
the en4 of aaid tara in •• aood condition a• they are' now, ordinar y wear, 
decay and daaage by the eleaenta excepted. No trees will·be cut or 
daaaged. 

Z• WATER. Vater ia expens ive ~nd cannot be was ted by lessee or ~~ 

children playfna with it. All hoee connection• and [au cete muet be 
repaired and not allowed to leak. No washing machines or dryers will be 
allowed in rented aobile hoaee. 

' . 



8. GUNS. No type of gun, air rifle or pellet gun will be allowed t~ 
be dlecharaed on preaiee» ~t any ti•e by Lessee, ch~ir ~uests, or children 
or frie~ada. 

9. RI-IITIY. The Leeeor ahall have all the legal rights and reaediea 
available under the lava of the State of Florida for the c ollection of any 
rent due or payable un~er leaae. 

Leeaee haa read th~ rule• end regulation• contained herein, and aareea, 
accepte and coneente to the aaid rulea and regulation•, and further agree~ 
to becoae a part of thia agree~e~t. 

Leeeae hereby cove~ante and agree• that if default shall be ~•de in 
payaent of rent ae aforeeaid, or if the aaid Leaaee ahall violate any of 
the coveoanta of thie Leaa•, then aaid Lessee shall beco~e tenant at 
aufferaoce hereby waivins all risht of notice, and Leaaor ahall be entitled 
to iaaadiately re-enter and re-take possession of the de~ised pre~ises . 

WITNESS our banda and seale thie ___ day of ______ _ 1 9 

HOMER J. CUSTEAD 

BY: 
0 • ~C7L-::I-:S-:S-:O:-:H::--O::-R::--""'H'=E~D-=\l:-:I-:C::--C::-L:--:-I ""s -=-s-=o-:-:H:-,---::P:--.-:0::-.-A::--. --

(LESSOR) 

LESSEE 

LESSEE 

Nearest relative not living with Lessee: 

lank _______________________________________________________________ _ 

Hob i 1 e h oaa financed T ---------------------W i t h Whom?--------------------------

.· · . 
. . . . .--Y·- · -

All Tenants livins in this MH?_(Ha~ea) ______________________________________ ___ 

Military Pere o nnel: 

Ia D lt....,,.....--r----8 e r i a 1 or S o c i a 1 S e c u r i. t y Numb e r,_,.------,-.,.--------------------
Duty Station Phone No. ---------
laployaentr _______________________________________________________ ___ 

Add r e • a : ---------------·--------------------- Phone No.--------------

W if • ' a I! ap 1 oy •• n t ________________________________________________ _ 

Add rea a: ----------'-----------------Phone No. 

Tenant: 

._,._,.....-:.....;.....,.,-:....;...-..,...-=---Race _____________ ., t • _____ w t • -----------
eye a _____ _ 



gjale cf. CN'i~Mm, 
"TTORN(Y "T LAW 

PO eox •eoe 
GREEN COVE SPRINGS. F"LORtO" 

32043 

Michele Franklin 
Research Assistant 
Public Service Commission 
Fletcher Building 
10 1 East Gaines Street 
Tal l ahassee, Fl 32399-0850 
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