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The Commission has ordered that 1local exchange carriers
("LECs"} shall be allowed tc implement a warehousing reatriction in
their tariffs mandating that an interconnector must use its
degignated collocation space within 60 days or forfeit the space
and the application fee. Order at page 19. TCG asserts that this
"eviction" provision is unnecessary and unreascnable.

First, the degree of use of an interconnectoyr’s collocaticn
space is of no concern to the LECs as long as the interconnector is
paying for the space. A public interest issue arises only if all
of the collocation space in a central office is exhausted and the
LEC is efficiently using the rest of the space, thereby rendering
other potential interconnectors incapable of securing space. Any
restriction should become effective only at this point. Moreover,
the cost of a collocation arrangement -- most exceed $50,000 --
ensures that this is not something that someone would buy without
intending to use it.

Second, the sixty day period is impractical and unfair given
the problems that can be experienced in using a collocation space.
For example, TCG has ordered collocation at a central office in
California but, due to construction delays and other problems, has
been unable to extend its network to that central office. The
Commission’s proposed rule would allow the LEC to force TCG to turn
over that collocation space, even though the LEC does not need the
gpace, TCG is paying the full monthly rental for the space, and no

other interconnector is harmed. Moreover, it may take more than


















stall the benefite of competition based on a speculative federal
appeal.

While TCG believes the Court will find physical collocation to
be constitutional, Florida can still implement a viable collocation
policy on its own if physical collocation is determined to be
unlawful.

The major public policy purpose of mandating central office
interconnection is to permit interconnectors to provide access
services in competition with the LEC so that all consumers will
enjoy improved reliability, quality and price for critical
telecommunications services. For this competition to be practical,
fair and optimally beneficial to consumers, each carrier should
have the greatest freedom, consistent with safety, security and
other public interest regulations, to be as efficient as possible.

While physical collocation is the most consistent arrangement
with this goal, TCG has alsc used virtual arrangements which have
proven acceptable. As TCG’'s Witness Kouroupas explained in his
direct testimony, the only distinction between physical collocation
and a workable virtual collocation is ownership: in physical
collocation the AAV owns the interconnection electronics and is
able to enter the LEC central office to perform these provisioning
and maintenance functions, whereas in virtual cellocation the LEC
leases the equipment to the AAV and performs provisicning and
maintenance for the AAV under tariff while the AAV monitors and
controls the equipment remotely. Tranacripﬁ at 256. As long as

the wvirtual arrangement is economiocally, technically and
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