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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

Capital Circle Offioe Center • 2540 ShumArd Oak Boulevard. 

TO: 

F'ROM: 

RE: 

AGENDA: 

Tal.laha••••, Florida 32399-0850 

M I M 0 R A N D U~ 

August 17, 1995 

,DIUCTOR, DIV'ISION OP RECORDS~ RBPJ>fJ~ING (BAYO) 

DIVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS eGo. R:r~o~ , K~~rL 
DiVISION O.P L&QAL SI~V:ICBS [ELIAS) ~ V & 
DOCKET NO. 950814-TL - REQUEST FOR APPROV 
'l'ARIP.P PILING PROPOSINIG CELLULAR SERVICE FOR 
DOG ISLAND BY ST. JOSEPH ~~~EPHONE AND 
T,,ILEGRAPH COMPANY (T'-95-404 PILI!D 6-~6-95) 

AUGUST 29, 1995 - REGULAR AGlmOA - TARI.FP FILING -
IN"l''lll&STJm P2ltSONS MAY PARTICIPATE 

CRITIC:.U. DAT.SS: 60 DAY Sl1SPENSIOK DATE WA.IVED 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: l: \PSC\CMU\WP\l-...1'1.aclll 

CASE IACXGROUNP 

More than fifty resident.s of Dog Island have requested that 
St. Joseph Telephone & Teleg.raph Company ("St. Joseph" or "the 
Company") provide telephone service. The residents of Dog Island 
are in the Carrabelle exchange which is in the service territory of 
St. Jooeph. Providing service to Dog Island requires no exchange 
boundary change or extension. However, the task of providing 
telephone service to Dog Island residents presents the Company with 
unusual conditions. 

Dog Island is located approximately four miles from the 
ma~nland of Florida. Access to Dog Island is limited. There is no 
bridge or highway connecting Dog Island to the mainland. Ferry 
service to and from Dog Island is limited. A small airstrip is 
located on the island. The Company's service personnel would be 
dependent on the limited terry service to reach the ialand. 

There are approximately 125 residences on the island and, of 
these, the Company estimates approximately 50 residences wi 11 
initially subscribe to telephone service. The overwhelming 
majority of people with residences at Dog Island consider the 
residences their second or vacatior1 homes. 

Due to its location off the CQast of Florida, Dog Island is 
vulnerable to storms in the Gulf of Mexico. Residents of Dog 
Island eni~Y the natural beauty of the island. While many ot these 
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• 
residents desire telephone service, some are concerned that it 
could harm the ~nvironment and the scenic beauty of the island. 
Howeve.r, power poles are already located on the island as well as 
water facilities. 

IXICUTIYI SQMMARY 

* The Company filed a one year experimental tariff to provide 
local exchang·e service v~ia cellular technology for Dog Island at 
monthly rates equal to those being currently paid by subscribers in 
the Carrabelle exchange. There would! be no usage charges fo . the 
cellular service offered by the Company. St. Joseph would 
implement an experimental prem~se visit charge to Dog Island 
residents of $43.00 .from December 1, 1995 through September 1, 
1996. The Company also plans a non-tariffed offering of programmed 
cellular units at only $40.00 per unit to Dog Islanc reside nts; 
considerably less than the Company's cost. 

* Staff recommends the Company's filing be approved. 
Additionally, staff recommends the Company perform a feasibility 
study for providing telephone service to the island using submarine 
cable. This feasibility study, along wi t h in f o rmat i on on the 
number of Dog .Island resident s requesting and receiving telephone 
service , should be submitted to the staff by January 1, 1996. 
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• 
PISCVSSIOH OF ISSQJS 

XSS!JB lt Should the Commission approve the tariff filing proposing 
local exchange service via cellular technology for Dog Island by 
St. Joseph Telephone & Telegraph Company? 

BBCOJQIINPATION; Yes, the Commission should approve the 
experimental tariff filing proposing local exchange service via 
cellular technology for Dog Island by St. Joseph Telephone & 
Telegraph Company. The Company should also perform a feasibility 
study with cost data for providing service to Dog Island using 
buried submarine cable and submit a copy of the study (as described 
below) to the Commission staff by January 1, 1996. The Company 
should also indicate in that report what efforts have been made to 
provide telephone service, how many residences are reqnest ing 
service and how many residences have had service established. The 
Commission should allow the Company to file quarterly service 
reports which separate Dog Island service results from the rest of 
the Carrabelle exchange. 

§TAZP ANALXSISt On June 26, 1995 St. Joseph filed a tariff which, 
if approved, provides local exchange telephone service to residents 
of Dog Island by using cellular technology. Staff recommends thr 
tariff b~ approved as filed. 

Erovitioninq of ••rvic•' 

The Company intends to provide service through tht: use:. of 
cellular technology. The cellular instrument the Company will ·Jse 
to Frovide service will be a standard unit equipped with an AC/DC 
converter. Roaming restrictions will be programmed into the units 
to allow customers to have the same local calling scope as current 
subscribers of the Carrabelle exchange. The units could be 
purchased through the telephone company at a cost of $40.00, or 
elsewhere at market prices; if purchased elsewhere, the Company 
would have to program the roaming restrictions. The Company is 
offerins the cellular units at below their cost to price them at a 
rate closer to what customers would normally pay for CPE units. 

Dog Island customers will be provided a Carrabelle (697) 
telephone number and Carrabelle's calling scope: 

Alligator Point 
Apalachicola 
Eastpoint 
St. George Island 
Tallahassee 
Sopchoppy 
Crawfordville 

$.25 
$.25 
$.25 
$.25 
Toll 
Toll 
Toll 

extended 
extended 
extended 
extended 
free EAS 
free EAS 
free EAS 

calling 
calling 
ca.lling 
calling 
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Dog Island customers will be billed app~opriate toll charges 
by the Company in the same manner as other local exchange 
customers. 

Should customers require data/fax capabilities over 14.4 kb/s, 
there are cellular units available to convert the standard 
connection to meet this requirement. Equipment could be purchased 
at cost from St. Joseph, or from other vendors at market prices. 

The Company will provide telephone service using cellular 
technology by installing a Yagi antenna and wiring at individual 
customrr's locations in as safe a method as possible, preferably 
inside the attic of the subscribers' residences. For each antenna 
that must be installed outside, the antenna will be weather
resistant with extra height for proper transmission from the 
cellular tower located in Carrabelle. 

Attribute• ot the Propote4 Cellular iv•tem; 

A. Cost to Build 

It is the Company's belief that serving Dog Island through 
cellular technology is the most acceptable method l,)f providing 
service because of the higher capital cost for alternative means of 
providing service (submarine cable, radio or microwave) . The 
Company estimates its capital cost to provide cellular service to 
Dog Island will be less than $20,000. The Company believes the 
sunk investment for each of the other alternatives (submarine 
cable. radio and microwave) would exceed $250,000. 

B. Reliability of Service 

An important benefit from utilization of cellular technology 
is that the probability of losing service on the whole island is 
remote. The Company would have to have complete loss of AC power 
en the island for an extended period of time, 0r loss of land-based 
telecommunications plant supporting the island. (Since the 
emergency facility on the island will have backup generators, 
service for that facility could be maintained for short periods of 
time in spite of total AC power failure.) 

Basic Exchange Telephone Radio Service (BETRS) was ruled out 
by the Company not only because of its higher capital cost, b\lr. its 
inability to provide quality, reliable service. The Compan;r 
discovered that BETRS lacked sufficient radio channels from the 
Federal Communications Commission to provide an acceptable level of 
service to Dog Island residents. 

-4-
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C. Environmental Concerns 

• 
Many residents live on Dog Island because of its natural 

beauty. The Company believes the residents, while desiring 
telephone service, also desire the natural beauty of the island to 
be preserved. Of the alternatives explored by the Company for 
providing telephone service, St. Joseph believes the use of 
cellular technology, which requires no poles or underground C'ablet:~, 
best satisfies the environmental concerns of some Dog Island 
residents. 

Rate11 

The Company is seeking to recover some of its cost for 
initiating service by applying a premise visit charge of $43.00 for 
service requested on or after December 1, 1995. Dog Island 
residents requesting service before December 1, 1995 would be 
assessed the $4.25 premise visit charge current! y paid by St. 
Joseph customers requesting service. 

The $43.00 charge, effective December 1, 1995, would cover the 
$18.00 cost of the ferry trip to the island, plus an additional 
hour of travel time for the installer at the loaded labor rate of 
$25.00 an hour. This premise visit charge would be an 
experimental, transitional rate. If approved, the S43.00 premise 
visit charge would not be assessed to Dog Island residents the 
first 3 months the tariff was in effect because the Company could, 
if it had a backlog of service connection orders, process several 
of them at a time thus spreading the transportation costs of 
sending a telephone serviceman to and fro~ the island over several 
service connections. 

The Company seeks approval of the $43.00 premise v1s1t charge 
for Dog Island customers as an experimental, transitional rate, 
pursuant to the provisions of Section 364.057, Florida Statutes. 
The $43.00 rate would last from December 1, 1995 until September 1, 
1996. St. Joseph has informed staff that after this charge has 
been in effect the Company may review whether or not service 
connection charges, including the ;>remise visit charge to Dog 
Island, adequately cover J.ts cost of service. The Company may 
request to adjust its premise visit charge for service connections 
to Dog Island if it believes such an adjustment is needed to 
achieve a closer relationship between the costs and charges for Dog 
Island residents. 

To establish service with the Company, residP-nce customers of 
Dog Island would, effective December 1, 1995, pay a primary service 
order charge of $11.00, an access line connection chai·ge of $15.00 
and the Dog Island Premise visit surchar~e of $43.00 for a total of 
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$69.00. The service ordering chargee for the Company's customers 
are provided on page 2 of schedule 1. 

Staff recognizes most Florida LECs are allowe d to charge 
service connect-ions rates which approximate their costa. Staff is 
also aware that the Commission has p.reviously allowed the Company 
to imposJ! a service connection charge surcharge within an exchange 
to r ecoup unique expenses. When there \ofaS a toll for all vehicles 
entering St. George Island, the Commission allowed the Comp~ny to 
charge a $4.00 surcharge for service connections for new 
installations and a $2.00 surcharge per move or change order for 
residences on St. George Island. The surcharges were approved in 
Order No. 14941 in Docket No. 83490 in September, 1986 and remained 
in effect unti 1 Sept.ember, 1992 when the toll charges to cross the 
St. George Island bridge were ·eliminated. Staff believes the 
service connection surcharge for Dog Island should be approved. 

Dog Island is part of the Carrabelle· exchange. The 
experimental filing would also allow Dog Island residents to be 
charged the same amount for monthly loca l telephune service as 
Carrabelle subscribers currently receiving service from September 
1, 1995 to September 1, 1996; no cellular service charges would be 
applied. The residential monthly access line rate for carrabelle 
is $9.15; business is $24.00. 

Service R.eport•: 

The Company believes that sometimes bad weather, rough seaJ, 
sporadic ferry schedules and the presence of most island property 
owners only on weekends and holidays, will prevent St. Joseph from 
meeting the time requirements for installations and repair. 
Failures and the reason for such fai lures will be noted on the 
quarterly service reports to the Commission. The ::::ompany requests 
that such :r:eports list the customers of Dog Island separate! y 
because of the difficulty of servi ng such subscribers. The staff 
recognizes the unique characteristics of .Dog Island and does not 
o~iect to the Dog Island reports being shown eeparately, rather 
than with other Carrabelle quarterly servi ce reports filed with the 
Commission. 

Additional Information To Be Provided Staff; 

While recommending approval of this tariff as filed, oLaf f 
also believes the Company should further explore the possibility of 
providing service through submarine cable. Thl! Commission st.aff 
received limited information from the Company regarding the 
provisioning of service to Dog Island by m~ans of submarine cable. 
The Commission staff has :rncei ved l etters from many Dog I olonrl 
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residents indicating their preference to be pa:·ovided traditional 
telephone service. Staff would also note that the capital cost to 
provide cellular service to Dog Island is rather modest (less than 
$20,000) and should not preclude use of another provis1oning method 
in the future. 

Staff recommends the Company perform a feasibility study with 
cos~ data for providing service to Dog Island using submarine cable 
or other appropriate means and submit a copy of the study to the 
Commission staff by January 1, 1996. Such a study should in~lude 
designs from at least 2 contractors with the probable routes fox· 
laying of cable. The feasibility study should address 
environmental concerns and potential problems. It should also 
indicate the permits and rights-of-way needed to provide telephone 
service and address estimates of problems with maintenance of 
submarine cable. The feasibility study should include a financial 
analysis which compares the submarine cable scenario to the 
cellular scenario. 

If telephone service was provided to Dog Island 1·esidents by 
traditional means rather than cellular, it would alleviate concerns 
regarding privacy of phone conversations while providing a higher 
quality of phone service. In addition, subscribers would be better 
situate:d to receive enhanced telephone services as they became 
available. 

Staff is aware that some residents of Dog Island have been 
eagerly awaiting the availability of telephone service from the 
Company for more than two years. We are concerned that service be 
pr~vided to the residents of Dog Island in an expeditious manner. 
In the report on submarine cable, the company should indicate whal 
efforts have been made to provide telephone service, how many 
residences are requesting service, and how many residences have had 
service established. 

Concl.ysiont 

While anticipating that the Company's earnings will be 
negatively affected as a result of this filing, staff believes that 
approval of the filing will still allow the Company to earn within 
its allowed rate of return range in 1995 based on St. Joseph's 
reported earnings for the first six months of 1995. Staff believes 
approval of this filing would lower the Company's ROE by not more 
than .1\'. Staff also believes the provisioning of the serv1ce 
through cellular t~chnology and the special service connect ion 
charge proposed by the Company are warranted due to the unuaua 1 
circumstances of Dog Island and its residents. Staff n~commcnds 
the Company's tariff be approved aG filed. 

-7-
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ISSUI 2: Should this docket be closed? 

• 
RBCOMMINPAT.Qli.J Yes. If the Commission approves Issue 1, this 
tariff should become effective September 1, 1995. If a protest is 
filed within 21 days from the issuance date of the Order, the 
tariff should remain in effect with any revenues held subject to 
refund pending the resolution of the protest. 

STAfF AN&LYSIQ; If the Commission approves Issue 1, this ~ariff 
should become effective September 1, 1995. If a protest is filed 
within 21 days from the issuance date of the Order, the tariff 
should remain in effect with any revenues held subject to refund 
pending the resolution of the protest. 

-8-
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A1iACHHENT 1 
Page l of 2 

ST. JOSEPH TE1.£Ptl)ffE -,rt \1:> f!l.k S£CTIOH 3 
I lU£G.WH COMPMY ~'REVISED SH££T 5 

FLORIDA CANCELS~.REVIS£0 SHEET 5 
ISSUED 8Y: JOHI H. YAU6HAN t~ 

YICE PRESIDEMT EFF'ECTIYE: ~1. 199j 

IASIC LOCAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 

&. MIWM.Y EXCKM&£ MTES 

1. Month1y uchlntt rates art appltc.able in each exchange for classes 
of blsic local senfce offtrtd. 

2. Atsfdtnct tnd luafneaa laafc Exchange 

Busfnen l·Ptx 

Allfptor Pofnt 24.00 
Althl . 18.25 
Apalachicola 17.25 
81ountrtown 17.25 
Br1sto1 .~c.oo 

g~~"~!:!fN'l't~ .. ~ ~:::~ 
Eastpefnt 17.25 
Hosford 2C.OO 
Port St. Jot 11.25 
The Beaches 17. ZS 
Tyndall 18.55 
Wtwlhitchlca 11.25 

-AIU'I-""QOO:HTS FOR ROTARY SERVICE 

General 

Residence 1·pt,l 

t.lS 
7.30 
c5.30 
6.30 
9.15 
9.15 
7.80 
6.30· 
9.15 
6.30: 
6.30' 
6.85 
6.30 

All lfnes 1n i. group of btO WIY flat nte or business auxiliary 
(1nwrd) 111in station lines arnnged for rotary, hunting or sfe11ar 
senfc• whfch a11ows completion of an fncomfn; call-to any of the 
lfnes fn tht group fro~~ a lfnt thlt h called but h fn use. to 
another lfne. by ... ns of central o~fice equipm~nt, will have a 
nte on each of the lines fn the ;roup. 
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IT. Jonft 2'.II.UIIC*& &~ nmoM 6 
~ UVIIU lUll' 2 

et.aCIU ~IIV1SO nut 2 
a. ft! KUPI CCIIPAI'f 

PI.OlrDA 

aanca C~CJR~mc. canas 

6.1 RrD1TJOII • CoaUnlld 

6.1.4 

6.2.1 

6.a.2 

6.2 • .) 

6.2 .. 4 

D'FICTIVIt 

... torauoe a.tra• - £ cla.tra• a.,l,ha to l'aecorau~ 
of ••nhe foU0¥1DI a c~•I'J' •••peoeln of •uch 
••ntca, etdtet' at tH r..-•n of d•• eobec1'1ber or 
,..,. an,.,...t of Hrdce. ·an ••ntca b•• ...... 41•· 
CGDDUtecl fOI' ••• ...,...t, ct.e CO'Dti'&Ct b coeetdned 
co '-• ..._ tant .. ul. .. ••• tabltebMot of ••nice 
.., ........ 1, opoe cbe ... cactoo of a o.v coocract. 
fta ncoooact chara• wtll appl' ta 11•~ ot tel"ltr 
conecuoa u.r,.a aa4 ow or .,4tttoell 4epoetu .. , 
•• l'e.-tn4. 

••ntca ~trtaa Cb•r••• 
each Of'dar 

•• rrt."' lentc• Ordn .. 
£eeoc1ete4 vftb tb• 
C .. D8Ct10D of o.- or 
addittoo.l ace••• 11o••· fll.OO $27.00 

h. lecoo4&1'J' lente• Ordn .. 
l.leodatecl •Uil the 1odde 
.... or cHoa• of ••t•tioa 
eerttc•. (oae cla.trt• r•r 
·•'--lt .. e011l1 'laced order) f s.oo $19.00. 

Ace••• tta• C....cttoa Char••• 
eech ace••• lt••• off ,. .. 1•• 
etattoo ltae, .r cte ltae. 

rr .. t~~• Ytatt Charae, oo• 
cla.tra• a,p1t•• ,." catta.er 
... , •• u. 

·~-onlll- A-cmse 
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Susan F. Clark 
Chairman 

TO : 

FROM: 

RE: 

State of Florida 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

August 10, 1995 

Gerald L. G1m1cr 8u1ldang 
2S40 Shumard Oak Boulevard 

lallahwec. FL 32399-0SSO 
( 9(1.4) 413-6040 

FAX (9(}.4)487-1716 

BLANCA BAYO, DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF RECORDS AND REPORTING 

KAY POSEY I CHAIRMAN CLARl( Is O~FICE~ 
DOCKET NO. 9508l. 

Please place the attached letter in the correspondence 
side of the above-noted docket. Thank you. 

Attachment 

An Affirmative Action ' Equal Opponun11) ~mployer 



August 7, 1995 

Susan P. Oark_ 0\ainnan 
Public Service Commission 
fletcher Buildins 
101 E. Gainl St 
Tallahassee, FL 

• 

To: Susan F. Clark. J Terry Deason.. Julia L Johnson, 
Diane K. Kiea1Jns .nd Joe Carda 

From: 

Re: 

Steve and Lori Beckerman 
Property Owners 
Dog ~ Florida 

Telephone Service for Dog Island 

w~ are writing to urge you to approve the recommended ptopoeal by lhe 
TelepbDN Company to iumJih immedla~ cellular phone service to Dog 
.lsll.ndr u a temporary eolution to address an i.mmediate need, while the 
Telephone Company worb out regular service to Dos IsLand. It il our 
understanding that this :natter ia schedu1ed for your August 15, 1995 meeting. 

It ia Lmpo:tant that Island residents are afforded reason.ble access to 
telephone service. Your rote of approval is Important. 

Thank you in adVBJlCe for your coNJideration. 

P.1 



Susaa F. Clark 
Chairman 

• State of Florida • 
.t)ublit 6trbiu €ommi~sion 

Gmld L. Gun!l:r 8u1ld1ng 
25.W Shum.:ard Oak Boule\lard 

TaJW!we.:. FL 32399.0850 
(~) 413-6040 

F.&.~ (90-4) -'87-1 716 

I ~ar.~~~~~ 
Auquat 10, 1995 

Mr. Tim Ashton 
Neel Hech~nical Contractors, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1916 
Thomasville, Georqia 31799-1916 

Dear Mr. Ashton: 1 
i 

Thank you tor your letter reqardinq your concern about the 
provision ot telephone service to Dog Ialand. 

The Chairman is unable to correspond with you directly 
because the matter addreaaed in your letter is pending in Docket 
No. 950814-TL. Section 350.042, Florida Statutes, prohibits 
commissioners trom receivinq or initiating communications ott the 
record involvinq open dockets. 

The schedule tor this case calls tor the commission's stat! 
to file its recommendation on Auqust 17, 1995. The C~mmission 
will consider the statt•s recommendation its Auqust 29, 1995, 
reqular aqenda conterence. I assure you that the commission will 
give this matter all due consideration at that time. The 
Commi5sion's Aqenda Conference is open to the public and will 
begin at 9:30 a.m. 

Thank you again tor your letter. 

Sincerely, 
. . 

J Ld:'- ,/. ){k{ ,~ 
Wilbur ~. Stiles, II 
Assistant to the Chairman 

c: Division ot Records and Reporting 
(Docket No. 950814-TL) 

• I 

l 
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t)uiJik 6ttbkt ~~lion 

·M-E-M.Q.R·A·N·D-U·M· 

DATE: August 8, 1995 

:~M: ~~~ION OF CX>MMUNICATIONS'fff- -

RE: IND.BX #95-217, DRAFr RESPONSE TO KENT & BE1TY MillER 

Attached is a draft .response to the Millers. Please let me know if you have any 
questions. 

Attachment 

c:~ion of Records & Reporting. DN 950814-TP 
Alan Taylor 
B. Bailey, #167 

. --

f.f.~RECQ~OStfiEPORltNG 

.......... . .... 



SUSANP.QAU 
aiADtMAN 

Kent&: Betty Miller 
2004 West Rlmdolpb Cirde 
Tallahassee, Florida 32312 

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Miller. 

~ · . 
... ' \ ;. . f' 
· ~ .. ,,,,. ~ . ..... . . ~ . . ·. 

•' 
~·.. .~· 

t A • ~ ·. 

August 8, 199S 

~AL CRCJ..E omCE CEN1'ER 
2540 S!uuurd Oak Boulcvltd 

Telleh"UC, PL ~ 
(9<M) 4J.3..60«) 

Thank you for your recent letter concernin& Docket Number 9S0814, a request by St 
Joscpb Telephone Compaay for approval of its tariff filing proposing cellular service for Dog 
lsJand. Staff is currently scheduled to file a recommendatior: for the Commission to 
consider at its August 29, 199S, Asenda Conference. 

To ensure that all Commissionen are aware of your interest. a copy of your leuer 
will be placed in the correspondence side of the file for consideration at that time. 
Meanwhile, If you have any questions, please feel free to c:oncact Alan Taylor at (904) 413· 
7Sl8. 

Again. thank you for your interest. 

c: Alan Taylor 
DN 950814 

Sincerely, 

Susan F. Oark 
Olairman 



.... - • • 
FLORIDA PUBLIC 8ERVICE COIUIISSION 

Wilbur J. Stiles, II 
ASSISlANT TO CHAilMAN CLAlK 

DATE: 08/03/f!J5 

TO: Dtvlllon Of 
COmmu.nlcatlont 

RE: Index #8&o 217 

P11 •• prepare a~ for the 
Chlln'nan"tllgnature wlthln one WMIL 
Thank you. 

2S40 Sbumard OM BoukYatd • Talllbwet, Flcnda 32 399~8SO 
(904) 413-6040 



• f\1::'-UNI!;U ",.., ... I " I . 
DATE RECV e If· 5 ( " RESPOND BY __ 

ASSIGNED TO: (1) ~~C\.V~ 
(2) J't, ..... , 

RETURN COHPLETE FILE TO: B. BAILEY 

FACSIMILE COV~" r""~~.. 

To: Susan F. Clark 
Time: 11:04:51 
Pages (including cover): 1 

Dear Ms. aarK: 

At your August 15 meeting you will be considering a proposal for phone service for Dog Island. 
This is a request for approval of 1his much needed and long awaited ael"'ice. 

Thank you. 

Kent .Betty Miller 
2004 W Randolph Orcle 
Tallahassee 32312 
385-4405 

RECE\VEO 
AUG 0 1 ~5 

From: 
Date: 8/1195 



" 
Susan F. Clark 
Ch;unn.ln 

• State of Florida 
Gerald L (Juntcr Bu1IG:ng 

2S40 Shumard 0# BoWt, ard 
TJUa.lwsee. f'L JZJ99-•18~o 

(904) .: I 3 ·" ).1.0 

FAX (904)~87- 'It> 

~ublic _,trbitt <lrommls~ion 

Auqust a, 1995 

Mr. Gary A. stilwell, Chairman 
Dog Island Conservation District 
3111-21 Mahan Drive 
Box 124 
Tallahassee, Plorida 32308 

Dear Mr. St.ilwell: 

·~! '~ill 
14,, I c t;~:h 

f.fSC-RECO ~~DS/f\£~0RIINC 

Thank you for your letter of August 5, 1995, rt:ga:"din'q your 
organization's concern about the provision of telephon~ service 
to Dog Island. 

The Chairman is una.ble to correspond with you dir ectly 
because the matter addressed in your lett:er is pending in Docket 
No. 950814-TL. Section 350.042, Florida Stat.utes, prohibits 
Commissioners !rom receiving or ,initiating com:mu.nicati ons of! the 
record involving open dockets. 

The schedule for this case Clllls for the Commiss .. on•s staff 
to file its recommendation on August 17, 1995. The C·>nunission 
will consider the staff's recommendation its August 2J , 1995, 
regular agenda conrerence. I assure you that the Con!llission will 
give this ·matter all due consideration at that ti..me. The 
:c.JIUllission's Agenda Conference:: is open to th~ public o!nd will 
begin at 9:30 a.m. 

Thank you again tor your letter. 

TU2z· .1M.-= 
Wilbur J. tiles, I I 
Assistant to the Chairman 

c: Division of Records and Reporting 
(Docket No. 950814-TL) 

An AffinMU~c Acllon Equal Oppcwnarul') Employtt 



• e 
DOG ISLAND CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

3111·21 Mahan Drtve, Box 124 
Taaanassee. FL 32308 

August 5, 1995 · 

Ms. Susan F. Clark, Chalnnan 
Public Service Commission 
Fletcher Building 
101 E. Gaines Sr. 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 

Dear Ms. Clark: 

RECE\VED 
lUG 0 7 \99S 

l understand that the PSC will meet on August 16, 1996 and that one of the 
topics for dlscuulon wiU be providing telephone service tor the residents 
and property owners on Dog Island. 

I have written before in favor of this action (see attached (etter of 12/20/941 
and once again write to encourage you to approve the proposed 
recommendation to furnish telephone service to Dog Island Immediately. 

I further understand that th;s is an interim solution. We expected a non
cellular service (via microwave or underground cable) from our original talks 
with St. Joe Telephone. We still expect that In the future but will settle for 
this cellular solution to meet our immediate need. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

5inc~ly. 

/a:;. I /t~// / __ 
Gdry A. StilweU, Chairman 
OICO Board of Directors 



-· 
• • DOG ISLAND CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

3111·21 Mahan Drtve. Box 124 

December 20, 1994 

Mr. l&ek Shreve, Public Coun!d 
Offi~ of the Public CounaeJ 
ll J w. Madison s~ 
812 Claude Pepper Building 
Tallahusee, FL 32399-J 400 

Dear Mr. Shreve: 

TaUahassM, Fl 32308 

1 am writing in regard to che '"Petition of St. Joseph Tei & Tel Company for Dcc1arato~ 
swemcm concerning potemial servi<:e co Dog Island" dated December 13, 1994. 

AA C1Wnnan of the Dog Island CoQSC:nlation District, I am speaking for the Board of 
Directors in favor of proV1diog said service. 

The Dog Island CooterVa.tion DiStrict was created llS a Florida political subdivi5ion by FS 
75-374 in 1975 ADd is charged with the preservation of Dog Island in such a way as is 
compatible with human habitation. 

The ial&nd is 4Lbout 7 miles Joas and less than 1 mile wide. It is currCiltJy the permanent 
home of 14 rosidCilts, 120 howes, a mOtel lOCi a volunteer fire depanment tlre hall There 
arc eltisting plats for an additioaal 100 bouscs. The total voting popuJation numbers 
around 500. Sixty of the existing borne owners have signed a petition requesting phones 
and have agreed to pay an S 11.00 monthly minimum. Their request has been approved by 
the DICD Board, provided ic can be installed in an environmentai.Jy and a.e!thetically 
pleasing manner (e.g .• wireicss or buried cable~ not overhead wire). The ideal solution 
originalJy discus&ed with Mr. John Vaughn of the St. Joe Telephone Co. would be the 
OptiPhone Plus wirdesa point-to-point tclcphon.: system. 

Our fire department and emergency medical team require this for reliable communication. 
They and the other petitioners now pay outraaeous amounts for local telephone service via 
commercial cellular companies and fed that we should hive the same public services 
offer~ to other Aorida citizeru. 

Thank you for your atte~~tion to this mauer. 

Sincerely, 

Gary A. StilweU, Chaizman 
UlCD Board of Dinaon 




