
Commluklners · • SUSAN F. CLARK, CHAIRMAN 
J. TERRY DEASON 
JULIA L JOHNSON 
DIANE K. KIESLING 
JOE GARCIA 

Mr . Carroll Webb 

State ol Florida 

April 29, 1996 

Joint Administrative Procedures 
Committee 

120 Holland Building 
Tallahassee , Florida 32399 

• DMSJON OF APPEALS 
DAVID B. SMITH 
DlllECTOR 
(904) 413-624, 
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25- 7.068 , F.A.C., Reating value Teets; and Rule 25-7.069 , 
F. A.C. , Calorimeter Equipment; and Amendment of Rule 25-
7.085(2) (c) , F.A.C., Customer Billing 

Dear Mr. Webb: 

Enclosed are an original and t wo copies of the f ollowing 
materials concerning the above referenced propos ed rule : 

l. A copy of the rules . 

2. A copy of the P. A.W . notice. 

3. A statement of facts and circumstances justifying the 
proposed rules. 
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A federa l comparison statement. 
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7. A scatement that the agency has chosen the regulatory 
alternative that imposes the lowest net cos t t o society . 
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• • 
If there are any questions with respect to these rules, please 

do not hesitate to call on me. 

A.t1Gio·1 KU) 

Enclosures 
cc: Division o f Records & Reporting 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Christiana T. Moor e 
Associate General Counsel 
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1 25- 7.067 Heating Value Standard for Manufactured Gas. 

2 (l ) Eaeh ~~~~faee~ree !lUI ~e!Hil)' a!Yll esuhlieh anti 

3 ~aiAt?aiA; '•lith the appreval ef the GefftMieaieA, a standard heaein9 

4 ~fer iea predt:tet!, 'i'Aie heat:lt'•! v alue eea~telard, eKpreeeed itt 

5 BTU ~er eeaftdard e~ie feee, shall ~e filed wieh the Ge~ieeieR as 

6 a part ef iee eefteelttle ef refoea e~ l"Ulee arul re-gt>Jlot i:efle • 

a !ae, ae eieli•; e•efi ~e eeftl!U:Uftera withift ehe Hea serv ed, ehall 'be Aet 

9 l ees efta" eRe heaeirtg \'et ltte etandarO en file ~tieh ehe eemmieei:eft , 

10 (3) Tlte heaeing valtte ef the Meft~tfaehuee !JM shall be 

11 ma i Rtai Acd with as little deviatieA ae prae~ieahle an~ ehe average 

12 eeeal Aea!:iAg val'tte eft 81'l)' eAe day sl\ettlti "et etteeed er fall helew 

13 s he at:~ !Aer! eeei standard 8)' Mere ~hal\ feu• pereeAt ( •') etceept when 

1.4 a e'tlBet::it:t:tte !89 ie \ieed irt eeeer8aftee ·.cieh eh& pre.,·iei:el'te ei ( 5) 

15 ef this r~le. 

17 ei\emieal eempeeitieA &Hd apeeii-ie gl!'avit:y shall he et:teh ee t e 

18 at t a i R eaeiefaeeery eeme~~A in ~he a~etemer'a a,p!ioneee a~ all 

20 (51 IA eit~aeiefte where a a~pplelftental er ei*Setit~ee goe-+9 

21 e i etr!btll;ed sy a tttility, ehe !89 ~~~aliey shall &e etteh that the 

22 \:lt i l ieati ee perfellfft&Aee, ;:chen tteed ae a ft~el, will Be eaei efaeeer'y 

23 regat:-dleaa of the heat:ift!l valttG ef e._e gae, 

24 16) •1e ~eHH:y ehall e~ge ita eteftderd af! heeei ng valtte 

25 •:it l<le~:~t: fh·et ee&ainiAg elle appreYal ef ehe Gem111ieeiett fe !" e~teh 

CODlNG: Wordsunderlined are additions ; words i n 
etrttelt thrett!JA type are deletions from existing hw . 
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• 
1 ehaAge, 

2 Specific Authority: 366.05(1), P.S. 

3 Law Implemented: 366.05(1 ) , F.S. 

• 
4 History: Repromulgated 1/8/75, S/4 / 75, formerly 25 · 7.67. Repealed 

s 

7 (l) Te ebe fe• heat i ng vel~e ahall be ~Se ee a leeaeie~ 

8 -l-eeuE iette wAi eft 'Nill iflettre a repeteeefttat:ive eaMpliftg ef the gae 

12 eMeepe S~Adaye aAd hel i daye. 

13 (31 ..._..,.,. ~Hlie)' e~pplyi-Ag A&e~ral gas shall 111alte e~:~Hiei:e rH! 

14 teste, e~ have aeeeee ee et:teh tee~a M&de h)' iee eupJ'liett, ae te 

15 aeeertain the heeeing val~e· 

16 ( q ) YAlesa t h e Gemffti:eeiefl rtt:t l .ee eefterr.JJiee ift &J»eei:fi e eaeea 1 

17 the avera!e fe~ aAy Say eftall Be dete.rftined fzeM ehe reeerd ef a 

18 reeerEiiAg ealerimet:e:r" wflere et:teft ie a•,.eil&ele 1 er it eflall he eaJteft 

19 as the average eC the ree\:tlt:e ef all teste ef Aeaei:ftg val~e ft\S:Ele eft 

20 £hat da y . 1'he average ef all eueh daily averages a hall 8e E&lteft ae 

21 ehe MeAthly average. 

22 (S) Qas twtftieh haa heeA eem,l!eeeed ee 11\SI'e t!"'e" fl:Ye (5) 

23 pe~r1de J!)e~ et)Ual"e b tel\ shall ee teeeed £el! heat:ii'I!J vah te afeero 

25 Specific Authority: 366.05, F.S . 

COOING: Wordeunderlined are addi tions ; words in 
eu~:~elc i!hf'8~!>h type are delet ions from existing law. 
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• • 
1 Law Implemented: 366.05, P.S . 

2 lhstory: Rnoromulgated 1/8/70:., 5/4/75, formerly 25-7.68. Rcoealed 

3 

4 

5 (1) "Phe litilit)' aftall Mai:nt!lai:A ar have eeeeee "o aft 81'f'l"'¥E:d 

6 t ype eeleriMeter leeeeed ae epeeLfLed ift R~la as ?o968(l~ 

7 (3) 'fhe 'dt!ity May ~ee a eearulard reeettdl ft!l ealet-imeter whieh 

9 Ee aee\il'aey teet• ae leaee ehree •iMee a year ee fettre Meneh 

10 ifttervala tcieft a atatulard ealeriMeter er a~iru!IR a e~oftderd g,Mt-r 

1! (3) ~he ealeriMeter, ~eehed ef eee~iAg, aftd eee~ree) testa 

12 shall be e~te;eee ee i ftepeetieR al'ld appreval ef ehe G'&lftl!!ieeienT 

13 Specific Authorir.y: 366.05(1), F.S. 

14 Law Implemented: 366.05(3), F.S. 

15 History: Repromulgated 1/8/75, 5/4/75, formerly 25-7.69. Repealed 

16 

17 25-7.085 Customer Billing. 

18 (1) Bills shall be rendered monthly. With the OKception of 

19 a duplicate bill, each customer's bill shall show at leas~ the 

20 (ollowing information: 

71 (a) The meter retding and the date the motor was read plus 

22 the meter reading for the previous period. When ~n electronic 

~, me~~r is used, the gas volume consumed for the billing month may be 

Z4 shown. If the gas consumption is estimated, the word •eatimated• 

25 shall prominently appear on the bill. 

CODING : Wordsunderlined are additionat worda in 
Bl!r'llelt thr'&lt!J .. type are deletiono from exiating law . 
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1 lbl Therms and cubic feet consumed. 

2 (c) The ~ocal dollar amounc of the bill, indicacing 

3 separacely: 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

l. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Customer charge. 

Energy !therm) charge exclusive of fuel cost in 

cencs per therm. 

Fuel cost in cents per therm (no fuel costs shall 

be included in che charge for energy) . 

Total gas cost which is the sum of the cuscomer 

charge, tocal fuel cost and total energy cost. 

Franchise fees, if applicable. 

Taxes, as applicable on purchases of gas by the 

customer. 

Any discounc or penalty, if applicabl e . 

Past due balances. 

The gross and net billing, if applicab:e. 

17 (d) Idencification of the applicable rate schedule. 

18 (e) The date .by which payment must be made in order co 

19 benefit from any discount or avoid any penalty, if applicable. 

20 ( f I The average daily therm consumption for the current 

21 period and for the same pt riod in the p1·evious year, for the same 

22 customer at the same location. 

23 !gl The delinquent date or the date after which the bill 

24 becomes past due . 

25 (h) Any conversion factors which can be used by customers to 

CODING: wordsunderlined are additionsi words in 
SEt'Uelt ~;ft.rettg'ft type are deletions from existing law. 
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1 convert from meter readins units to billing units. 

2 (i) Where budget billing iu used, the bill ~hall co~~ain the 

3 current month's consumption and charges separately from budgeted 

4 amounts. 

5 (j) The name of the utility plus the address and telephone 

6 number of the local office where the bill can be paid and questions 

7 concerning the bill can be answered. 

8 (2) All gas utilities ahall charge for gas service on a 

9 thermal basis instead of on a volume basis . The provisions 

10 governing customer billing on a thermal basis shall be aa followa: 

11 Cal The unit of service ehall be the "Therm.• 

1:2 (bJ The number of therme which shall have l::>een taken by 

13 consumer during a given period shall be determined uy multiplying 

14 the difference in the meter readings in cubic feet at the beginning 

15 and end of ~he period by the conversion factors in (ll Chl including 

16 a heating-value factor which has been det ermined aa preacribed in 

!7 (c) below. 

18 Ccl The heati~g-value factor for gas utilitiee receiving and 

19 distributing natural gae shall be the average thermal value of the 

20 natural gas received and distributed during the preceding month. 

21 For lftantt£aetttl*ed: gas ueili:~iee tfte heatin!J valtto fee~etr ehall Be 

23 CeMtttieaieR; di't'ideel h)' 1Q9, aee, p!'eYided thae dwrift! the eai:eft~ 

25 heotirtg valtte aa cleee.-"'iftefl \uuler Rwle 2S 7v968 ( t J ie at or ahove 

CODING: Wordsunderlincd are additions; wor~s in 
etrttslt dwe~tglol t ype are deletions from existing law. 
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In case the average heating value during the 

2 calendar month '.as been below the standard, then the value to be 

3 used in determining the factor shall be the heating value standard 

4 minus a deduction of one percent (lt l for each one percent (ltl or 

s fraction thereof that the average heating value has been below the 

6 standard. 

7 (d) The consumer shall be billed to the nearest one-tenth of 

e a therm. 

9 (3) Whenever the period of service for which an initial or 

10 opening bill would be rendered is less thdn the normal billing 

11 period, no bill for that period need be rendered if the volume 

12 amount consumed is carried over and included in the next regular 

13 monthly billing. I!, however, a bill !or such period is rendered, 

14 the applicable charges, including minimum charges, shall be 

15 prorated. 

16 (4) Pranchioe Fees. 

17 tal When a municipality charges a utility any franchise (ee, 

18 the utility may collect that fee only from its customers receiving 

19 service within that municipality. When a county charges a utility 

20 any franchise fee, the ut1lity may collect that fee only from its 

21 customers receiving serv. ce within that county. 

22 (b) A company may not incorporate any franchise fe~ into its 

23 other rates for service. 

24 (c) This subsection shall not be construed as granting a 

25 municipality or county the authori ty to charge a franchise fee. 

CODING: Wordsunderlined are additions; words in 
&EI.'uek th.Peli!ft type are deletions frcom existing law. 
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1 This subsection only specifies the method of collection of a 

2 franchise fee, if a municipality or county, having authority Lo do 

3 so, chorge3 a franchise fee. 

4 (5) When there ia sufficient cause, estimated billings may be 

5 used by a utility provided t hat with the customer's third 

6 consecutive estimated billing t he cuot omer is informed o ( the 

7 reason for the estimation and whom to contact to obtain an actual 

8 meter reading if one is desired. An actual meter reading musl be 

9 taken at least once every six months. I f an estimated bill appears 

10 to be abnormal once an actual meter reading is obtained, the bill 

11 for the entire eotimation period shall be computed at a rate based 

12 on use of ser.,ice during the entire per iod and tho estimated bill 

13 shall be deducted. If there is substantial evidence that such use 

14 occurred during only one billing period, the bill shall be 

15 computed. 

16 (6) Regulat meter reading dates may be advanced or postponed 

17 not more thsn five days without a proration ~f the b\lling for the 

18 period. 

19 (7) The practices employed by each utility regarding customer 

20 billing ohall have uni!orm application to all customers on the same 

21 rate schedule. 

22 Specific Authority: 366 05(1), F.S. 

23 Law Im~lemented: 366.05(1), 366.06(1), F.S. 

24 History: Amended 12/15/73, Repromulgated 1/8/75, amended 5/4/75, 

25 11/21/82, 12/26/82, formerly 25-7 .85 , Amended 10/10/95·~-------

CODING : wordsunderlined are additions; words in 
etruelt l!hreugh type are deletions from ex .. stiug law . 
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• 
FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

DOCKET NO. 960"59-0U 

RULE TITLE: 

Heating Value Standard for Manufactured 

Gas 

Heating Value Tests 

Calorimeter Equipment 

CUstomer Billing 

• 
RULE NO.: 

25·7.0p 

25·7.068 

25-7.069 

25·7.085 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT : The purpose in r epealing or revising these 

rules is to eliminate rules that are considered to be obsol~:e. 

SUM!'I.ARY: The rules being repealed or revised are obsolete 

provisions that regulate manufactured gas utility activitiea. 

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 366.05(1), Florida Statutes. 

LAW :MPLEMENTED: 366. OS (1) , 366. OS (3) , 366.06 ( 1), Florida Statutes. 

WRITTEN COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS ON THE PROPOSED RULE MAY BE 

SUBMITTED TO THE FPSC, DIV1SION OF RECORDS AND REPORTING, WITHIN 21 

DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE FOR INCLUSION IN THE RECORD OF THE 

PROCEEDING. 

HEARING: IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A 

HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

TIME AND DATE: 10:00 A.M., May 29, 1996 

PLACE: Room 152, Betty Easley Conference Center, 4 07~ Esplanade 

way, Tallahassee, Florida. 

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THESE RULES AND THE ECONOMIC 

IMPACT STATEMENT IS: Director of Appeals, Florida Public Service 

Commission, 254 0 Shumard Oak Blvd., Tallahassee, Florida 32399. 

THE FULL TEXT OF THESE RULES AAE: 
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25-7.067 Heating Value Standard for Manufactured Gas. 

Ill Eaeh m&l'll:lfaetl:lred gee l:letHI!>)' ehall eel!>aelieh aRe 

rAaifleaif'l: 1 wi:eh efle eppret,al ef e:he CemmisaieR; a eearularel fteaH.oflg 

..-altse fe:r iee preduee . 1'hie fteatiAg veltte e tantlat-8, ettpreaae6 iM 

e ·ry per ee&ftEiard ettBie feet, eftall ~e filefl tJ4:tk tfle CeMmiaeieA ae 

a part ef ita eehed~le ef rates er •~lee eAd •e~la~iene , 

121 The meAl! lolly a"'erage )leaHI'I!! val1:1e ef ~he l!ll!ll'll:lfoel!l:l!'ed gae, 

as lieli:·,.e-rea te eeAai:I~M:l'a ~rithin t: l1e area eer.,•es , ahall ee Hell leee 

tAaA eke heatiR! valtte se:afteiard eR file ·_,~ itA the €e"'"'ieeieR. 

131 The headAg '"&ll:le ef t lte ~AI:Itaee\troeli gae shall be 

MaiAt&ifteEi wie:; es li!:tle deviatien ae praet:ieahle and the e¥erege 

eeeal fteatiAg value eft a fly el'\e fiey ehettltl ftet etteeeti e r fall Bele·w 

a stttie~itttte gae ie tteed in aeeerdartee \Jitih t:fte pl'evieieAe ef (51 

ef this •ttle. 

( t ) IA MaitH!aiftiftg t:he ee~a8l ish eel heat ift~ valtte, t:fte eheMLeal 

eeMpeeibiel'l a11d Sfo"eeifie !Jl!a·.,ity eftall Be atteh aa t:e a&tain 

f:lat:iefeel'iel."y eerne1:1a!;.eA iA l'ihe et~al!e~M:r' e appH:aAeee al'i all ei:mee 

withettt: repeaeed read3tteement ef the et:trnere. 

(S) lft eieuaeieAa wftere a e~ppleMeneel er e~eeeit~ee gsa ie 

diee~iB~eea By a ~Eil!~y, ~he saa ~aliey shall he e~eh tftae the 

cat i It eatien perferffta,nee; 'A·fteft t:teeS ae a fttel, will ee e&~iofae~ery 
roe!!a!'l!ilese ef the heae l ftg .. ·al\t:e ef ethe gaa • 

( Ei) tle tn: i:l i:t:y a hall ehange its altaftdartl af heat:it1g val\le 

wiehettE firs& ehtaining the appreval ef the GetMtiaaien fer a~eh 

ehaA!e. 

Specific Authority : 366 . 05(1) PS. 
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Law Implemented: 366 . 05(1) FS . 

History: Repromu~3ated 1-8-75, 5- 4-75, formerly 25-7.67. Repepled 

as 7. 968 lleaeiftg \teltte 'Peete i 

(1) i!eaee fer heaEiAg val~e shall Be made ee a leeatien er 

leeatieAe ·.:ftieft t:lill i net:t1,e a ~epreeentaeive ea.,.plift! ef the gao 

beiAg scAt e~e ee ~ke diatri8~tieR eye~e~ . 

(2) Afly lli:Hity s11pplying IIIIU\\if!ael!llred el' 111i=Me8 gee ehall 

deterlllifle efie fieatiftg val1:1e ef e1:1eh gas at leaet eftee eaeh i!lay, 

-.~e Sttr;ea~·e ens hel i saye . 

(3) My tte ility ett:)'ply iAg P.a t ttral gas shell msJte 8\i'f fie:ie At 

testes er Aa-.,.e aeeeee te at!eh tests M_ade by it!s ettppli er 1 aa te 

aeeereair. tfte heaEift! .,altte--r 

( g ) UAleea eRe Geftuftiss ieA r~lee e~'he~tw• ise iA apeei fie eases, 

t fle average fer aR)' da)' shall Be deee!'lfftif\eS f:Pem tl\e r eeerd ef a 

r eeerdiAg ea l erimeter '"ftere etteh i:e a v ailaBle , nr ie shall he tahert 

&a the ave ttage e£ eRe ree\ilts ef all t!:e&Ee ef heatiAg valtte fftade eft 

t hat Say. ';'Ae a· .. erage ef all e'tleft rJ:.aily a .. 'eragee ehall ee t alten ae 

e-fte ment ftly a·,erage, 

(6) Gas ... ,AieA ftae heeA eeMp~eeeed &e tnere thaA fi .. ·e (5 ) p ettAde 

pee SEf\::laM i fteft shall be 'eeete d fe• hPot:i:f\ !1 -,nltte aEtett 

ee~preseieft, eueept AQIHtral !88 , 

Specific Authority: 366.05 FS. 

Law Implemented: 366.05 FS. 

History: Repromulgated l-8-75, 5·4-75, formerly 25-7.68. Repealed 



• • 
(1 ) :Phe \:l!il i t!:y ehaU "'a i:ft~tift er have eeeeas te a ft approved 

t)~e eal eri meLe r l e eated a e epe e i Eied i n R~le 25 7 o969 {1). 

{i! ) The ~eH i. ty may 1:1ae a eeer~dard ree e r d i l'lg e~aledmeter whieh 

eft.3ll e e l!le i f!taineel i-n p17epe r werltii'I!!J artie r and a )tall ee aid!; eeted 

t:e ae eHPae)' teeEe at l east t:h-l'ee tiMee a yea~ a e ~etU!' ffte nth 

(3J 'Phe ealePiffteter, MeeheB ef testi ng , a"d aeet:ttte ey eeeta 

s hall .De s\:thl eet te i nepeet:ieA atui appre val e f the C&lftMieaieA. 

Specific A.uchor ity : 366.05(1 } FS. 

Law Implemenced: 366 . 05(3) FS. 
. 

History: Repromulgat ed 1·8-75, 5· 4 - 75 , f or merly 25·7.69 , Repealed 

25-7.085 Cuscomer Billing. 

{1) Bills shall bo r endered monchlv. With tho excepcion of a 

duplicate bill , each c ustomer• s bill shall s how at least the 

following information: 

{a) The met er reading and t he dat e the meter was read plus the 

meter reading for the previous period . When an electr onic met er is 

used, the gas volume consumed for the billing mont h may be shown. 

I f the gas consumption is estimated, t he word •e stimated" shall 

prominently appear on tie bi ll . 

(bl Therms and cubic feet consumed . 

(c) The total dollar amount of the bill , indicacing 

separately: 

1. CUstomer charge. 

2. Energy Ctherm) charge exclusive nf fuel cost in cents 

per therm. 



• • 
3. Fuel cost in cents per therm (no fuel costs shall be 

included in the =harge for energy) . 

4. Total gas cost which is the sum of tile customer 

cha=ge, total fuel cost and total energy cost. 

customer. 

5. Franchise fees, if applicable. 

6. Taxec, ao applicable on purchases of gas by the 

7. Any discount or penalty, if applicable. 

B. Past due bal ances. 

9. The gross and net billing, if applicable. 

(d) Identific$tion of the applicable rate schedule. 

(e) The date by which payment must be made in order to benefit 

from any discount or avoid any penalty, if applicable. 

(f) The average daily therm consumption for the current period 

and for the same period in the previous year, for the same customer 

at the same location. 

(g) The delinquent date or the date after which the bilL 

becomes past due. 

(h) Any conversion factoro which can be used by customers to 

convert from meter reading units to billing units. 

(i) Where budget billing is used, the bill shall contain the 

current month's consumption and charges separately trom budgeted 

amounts. 

(j) The name of the utility plus the address and telephone 

number of the local office where the bill can be paid and questions 

concerning the bill can be answered. 

(2) All gas utilities shall chorge fo1 gas service on a 



• • 
~hermal basis inst:ead of on a volume basis. ·rhe provl.sl.ons 

governing customer billing on a the~l basis shall be as follow~: 

(a) The uni t o f service shall be the "Therm.• 

(b) The number of therms which shall have been taken by 

consumer during a given period shall be determined by multiplying 

the difference in the meter readings in cubic foet at the beginning 

and end of the perind by t:he conversion fac tors in (1 ) (h) including 

a heating- value factor which has been determined as prescribed l.n 

(c) below. 

(c) The heating-value factor for gas utilities receiving and 

diotributing nAtural gas shal l be t he average thermal valu~ of the 

natural gas received and distributed dur ing the preceding mont:h. 

re~ ~afl~fsee~~ed gas ~tilitiee &he heaeiftg ~~~l~e fee~r shall be 

ehe heaesing value attaruJard wh:teh e he ttei l it!)' hee "" file wi:tft the 

CoMMieeie" 1 di vided lsy 1 g 9, &99, p•evided ts)\at eh:trlft! e. he eal eruiat

menth rteaEeee eei nei tling tJith ehe Billift~ perietl ehe a• .. erage 

heatiftg valtte ae tlete trwtined ~nder R~le as 7 ,968( t ) ie at er eOeve 

that et:arHiarel. In case the average beating value during the 

calendar month has been below the standard, then the value to be 

uoed in determining the factor shall be the heating value standard 

minus a deduction of one pnrcent (l t ) for each one percent. (1'1 or 

fraction thereof thut the average heating value has been below the 

standard. 

(dl The consumer shall be billed to ~e nearest one-tenth of 

a therm. 

(3) Whenever the period of service f or which an initial or 

opemng bill would be rendered is less than t:he normal billing 
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period, no bill for that period need be rendered if the volume 

amount consumed is carried over and included in the next regular 

monthly billing. If, however, a bill for such period is rendered, 

the applicable charges , including minimum charges, shal l be 

prorated. 

(4) Franchise Fees. 

(a) When a municipality charges a utility any franchise fee, 

the utility may collect that fee only from its customers receiving 

service within that municipality. When a county charges a utility 

any franchise fee, the utility may collect that fee only from its 

cust omers receiving service wi thin that county. 

(b) A company may not incorporate any franchise fee into its 

other rates for service. 

(c) This subsection shall not be construed as granting a 

municipality or county the authority to charge a franchise fee. 

This subsection only specifies the method of collection of a 

franchise fee, if a municipality or county, having authority to do 

so, charges a franchise fee. 

(5) When there is sufficient cause, estimated billings may be 

used by a utility provid~d that with the customer!q t hird 

consecutive est imated b llling the cuotomer is informed of the 

reason for the estimation and whom to contact to obtain an actual 

meter reading if one is desired . An actual meter reading must be 

taken at least once every six months. If an estimated bill appears 

to be abnormal one~ an actual meter reading is obtained, the bill 

for the entire estimation period shall be oompuced at a r~te based 

on use ~f service during the entire period and the estimaeed bill 
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shal 1 be ded11cted. If there is substantial evidence that such use 

occurred during only one billing period, the bill shall be 

computed. 

(6) Regular meter reading dates may be advanced or postponed 

not more than five dayo without a proration of the billing f or the 

period. 

(7) The practices employed by each utility regarding customer 

billing shall have uniform application to all customers on the same 

rate schedule. 

Specific Authority: 366.05(1) FS. 

Law Implemented: 366.05(1), 366.06(1) FS. 

History: Amended 12-15-73, Repromulgated 1-8-75, amended 5-4-75, 

11-21-82, 1 2-2G-82 , formerly 25-7.85, Amended 10-10-95._ ________ __ 

NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULES: C. Ed~tard Mills, 

Division of Electric and Gas. 

NAME OF SUPERVISOR OR PERSON (S) WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULES: 

Florida Public Service Commission. 

DATE PROPOSED RULES APPROVED: Apri l 16, 1996 

If any person decides to appeal any decision of the Commission with 

respect to any matter considered at the rulemaking hearing, if 

held, a record of the hearing is necessary. The appellant must 

ensure that a verbatim record, including testi•nony and evidence 

forming the basis of the sppeal is made. The Commission usually 

r.~akcs a verbatim record of rulemaking hearings. 

Any person requiring some accommodation at this hearing because of 

a physical impairment should call the Division of Records and 

Reporting at (904) <13·6770 at least five calendar days prior to 
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the hearing . If you are hearing or apeech impaired, plooeo contact 

the Florida Public service commiadon u•ing thf' Floddo R••lay 

Service, which can be reached a t : l-800-955-8771 (TOO). 
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Rules 25·7.067, 25·7.068, 
25 ·7.069, 25·7.085(2 ) (c) 
Docket No. 960169-GU 

STATEMENT OP PACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES 
JUSTIFYING RULE 

Rules 25·7.067, 25·7 .068, and 25-7.069, Florida Administrative 
Code , require manufactured gas utilities to maintain a standard 
heating value; require certain heating value tests; and require 
utilities to maintain or have access to calorimeter equipment to 
measure heating value. The second sentence o f Rule 25·7.085(2) (c) 
prescr ibes the heating velue factor for manufactured gas utilities. 
Because no m.anufactured gas utilities have been located i n Florida 
for the past 20 to 30 years, and none are e~ected t o locate within 
the Stat e in the foreseeable future , the rules are unnecessary. 
The heat ing value tests and calori~eter equipment prescribed by the 
rules were used predominantly f or manufactured gas and are also not 
needed now. 

STATEMENT ON PEDERAL STANDARDS 

There is no fede ra l standard on t he same subject. 

STATEMENT OP :IMJ?ACT ON SMALL BOS:I:NESS 

The repeal of these rules will havl!' no impact on small 
business. 

STATEMENT THAT TilE AGENCY HAS CHOSEN TRE R20t1LATORY ALTERNATIVE 
THAT DIPOSBS TRE LOWZST NET COST ALTERNATIVB TO SOCIETY 

Because repeal of these rules does not r~sult in a 
•suhstantial increase in costs• or •significant adve rse effects" to 
the parties directly affected an Economic Impact Statement is not 
required and none was prepared. 
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