
' • 
, • • 

FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMlSSlON 
Capita1 Circle Office Center 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 

Tallaha••ee, Florida 32399-0850 

TO 

FROM: 

RE 

AGENDA: 

May 9, 1996 

DIRECTOR, DIVISION OP RECORDS AND REPORTING {BAYO) 

DIVISION OP ELECTRIC AND GAS {KUMMER)~ ~( 
DIVISION OP LEGAL SERVICES {BLlAS) (\ ~ f 
DOCXBT NO. 960565-EI - REQUEST POR APPROVAL OP PROVISION 
IN TARIPP THAT WOULD REQUIRE UNOBSTRUCTED ACCESS TO 
COMPANY FACILITIES, BY FLORIDA POWER " LIGHT COMPANY 

05/21/96 - ~GULAR AOB.NDA - TARIPP FILlNO - INTERESTED 
PERSONS MAY PARTICIPATE 

CRITICAL DATES: 60 DAY SUSPENSION: 06/01/96 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: I:\PSC\BAO\WP\960565.RCM 

DISCUSSION OP ISSVBS 

ISS OJ 1: Should the Commission approve t~.e pt"oposed addition of 
Section 5.6, Unobstructed Access to Company Facilitieo to Florida 
Power & Light Company's {FPL) Rules and Regulations? 

RBCOHMENPATION: Yes. The proposed language expands t he 
requirements in the Access to Premises provision in Section 2.8, 
Tariff Sheet 6.020, which requires sa f e access to the premises o( 
the Customer, to e~lici tly require the removal by the customer of 
any construction whic t• i n terferes with utility access to its 
facilities. 

STAPP ANALYSIS: The proposed ooction e xpllcitly r oqu1roo that t he 
comp<my hav e •perpcLuol unoboLrucLed a ccess t o its overhe<1d and 
underground facili ties such as poles, underground c ables, pad 
rrounted transformers and meters.• The new provision is aimed at 
prevPnting or mitigating problems caused by e x ternal construction 
such as home additions, driveways, pools, and patios built afte r 
the electri c facilities were installed. Inability t o get to its 
facilities hinders timely and cost effective repa~ro and 
maintenance and may result in unsafe conditio ns. 

Under ~he new language, the customer is i ns t ruc ted to consult 
wi th t he utility prior t o Bll'L const r uct :.on which might interfere 
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with the utility' s access to its facilities to determine if 
relocation of the electric facilities is required. lf a problem 
occurs, and new or ex isting constt·uction interferes with the 
utility's access, the customer will be responsible for removing the 
item causing interference. If. after 20 working days, the customer 
has failed to remedy the situation , the utility may have the 
obstruction removed at the customer's expense. 

Although the new language applies to all utility facilities, 
FPL has experienced problems primarily with underground service 
drops where customers build permanent structures over underground 
facilities. When a service problem occurs , the company is unable 
to dig up the cable for repairs wi thout destroying the customer's 
patio or pool or driveway. Currently , the company places a 
temporary above -ground connection, or ground strap, to restore 
service until the customer can remove the obst.ruction t.o allow 
proper repair of the underground facilities, or the drop can be 
relocated. 

However, the utility has found that once service is restored , 
the customer has little incentive to remove the obstruction or pay 
for relocation of the drop, especially if the cost is substantial. 
This can create a potentially dangerous situation with prolonged 
use of ground strap connections. This particular problem only 
occurs where the cable is direct -buried and will be phased out over 
time since a ll underground service drop installat ions since 1985 
have been place in conduit which eliminates the problem of digging 
up cable for repair. However, the company believes more e xplicit 
tariff language covering access to facilities will assist their 
field staff in all situations where access is at issue. 

ISSUE 2: What should be the effective date of the tarift change? 

RECOMMBNJ)AtiON: The proposed changes should be effective upon 
Commission approval. 

STAPP AHALYBIS: The change simply makes more expl icit FPL' s 
authority to have access to its facili ties. It docs not change any 
customer 's rates or charges and customers still may request that 
the CommiPsion investigate any particular utility request for 
removal of an obstruction by the company to determine if the 
request is the only viable option. 



• • 
ISSUE 3: Should this Docket be closed? 

RECQHMENDATION: Yes. If no timely protest i s f iled, this docket 
should be closed. 

SIAPf AHALXSIS: This docket should be closed if no person whose 
substantial interests are affected by the action proposed by t his 
recommendation files a petition for formal proceeding within the 
allowed 21-day protest period. If a protest is f iled , the tariff 
should remain in effec t. 
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FLORIDA POWER & LIGIIT CO MPANY Canrdt NhuhT Rn'ls~d Shrrc No. 6.0~ 0 

S COMI'ANrS INSTAI.I.ATIONS 

s 1 Prplcstjon pC ComNQ)'01 Pcgcsnx The Cutl011\CI .tun ptopcrly protect lhc Company'• J'IOJlCfl)' on ltw: Custonur•• rrcrtHM'•, ...... 

thall permit no one bu.& the Company"• '''"''·or ptfiOM uthoru~d by law. to ha"e IC'ccu to the' CQn1pafty' t V.UH\1, rncl(lt and 

lppallll&l.. 

5 l P.mtrc so ComNny'a Prprsny In the '"'"' o( any lou f'f dam a1.c lQ JNOpct1)' of the Company tawed b) Of alnJOJ nul of 

utdn~MA, D<JICCI or moo- by llw Cu.IA>m<r. lhc <r»l of mALn1 ·- such lou 0t rcpoo11n1 ' ""h ci.JI>&i< &hall I>< pood b, lhe 
c .......... 

S 3 Rcloc:eljoo pCCoo,peny't ftC!!! lin. When there 11 a ch.ln,1c en lhc Cu.ttomc-r'a opcret on Ot COn)IIUChOn "tuch. nlhc JuJamclll o( 

the Company. maku the rclou bon of Company'• fttlhltC't n«CtJ.II)', Of if IUC'h teloc;atlon h rtqUC'Ucd by the Cwlomct, lhc Co•nr-n) 

will rMn auch feclllhn tl the Cw&om«'a cxpmK lO a locabon •hu~.h u aucrtablc to tht Cor'l'\paA) 

s 4 AIJt C'bmcntt IO llolst The UK ar the Comp•n)11 roln. "'lru, to~ en, tUUCIUIC'f Ot Olhct r.(thttn (l)f lhc putJ)()M or fultllllll ur 

auppor1ina any radio or tclewnJon aerials Of o1hcr t qutpmcnt, or any " 1rct . ropu , a&JM. btnncu Of othct INnp, nol rlCcetu r) tu the 

auPJ'Iyina by lbo Compon) of ciKIIo< "" ••• lo lhe coonmUNI). or 1he louUn& of .. m< on such !"O'Untll) 10 lh< Compon)'a r<•r<m 

Of Cac-1litia U &o OVJt, Of bC' l1ldy lO UW.C. U~ttrfttC'tKC' ""tth tbt I UrPf) O( dtCIOC M f\H.C' Ot' I danacrOUJ t"ond:IIIOft tR C'ONW'ChOft 

tht:rtwtth. it protubatcd. and the' Compin)' an.aJI hue the ua.hl fotth~llh to rr-mo'c u mc \llol1houl notice The: \1olalot a( thuc tuiC"• u 

lo1blt to< ony d&mo&• r .. ullln& lhercfroon 

S S lnt<rf<I£DCS l!!llh ComNQl"l f ~ The CU>k>mcr a)ouid no; ollow lien, "'"" 1nJ alltl>b> 10 onkrfcrc "''lh lhe COtnponf• 

adjacent ovnhc:ad conducton, Kr\'lcc wun. ptd mounttd u anaformcn and mC'kr Such tnlcrfcrrnce ma\ ruuh '"an tn~Uf\ to pet ton•. 

or rnay eau.ac 1hc Cualo"'cr'e a.crv1c.c to be intcuurtcd In all cue• the 4:uttomcr thould rc'I\H•t tlw- Company t.o """ or rcrno'c ltct • 
and otlwr arowth Mit' the Comptn)"• adjttC"nt ou tMad -.uct, arMJ wndcr no eucunut.tJtc:U ahould 1M CuJI.Omct undt'ttth thu 

"'"'~ hlmtclf, ucepl 1touncl ,.,.,« ubi<> "'hen •pccofiully l lllhoto«d by and anona<d "'llh lhe Compony 

56 UC!ObfiQK'Itd AtttJJ to Cpmllllpy'l Fec!lll!st Jbs Comreo) mull b"£ P<fpdyal unobt11U£ltd • rrsu to ''' Q>crhnd .tt.UI 
undcrsJound Cadhtjra •ych " mdn ynd((Rl9Yn4 nbln rad mounted UaruCo,-mcu and mc:lcu 10 Ofdtr to r<cfocm rcrau and 

mllnlnanst jn I l!mth and CQal sffittpl manosr Ibc S.*wi(HQ(f aha !I COQ\td the Com ram (oc I U!diD'( bcCOfc Cortt1UK1tnl am u rmt 

y.ivcb may oba1hl(l the CpmNny'a trsna Surh at<m• tnchd( byt ace not hmtlcd so bsnldrM aJJJIIOQ• dttLt Nlf21 roola Cmp 

DJ r•Yrtll RdoSII!OQ p( tb( Comr•n)fa ''''""et II NQltdql JD Sts'tJon s l o ( lhrK Ruin and Krcylti!OQt ml\ bt QU(UID Aft) 

•ltffi ' jntsrCnine lulh ISS(" tp Cpmptny ftsthllsa "9Yifi"M rcrtu or mllntcN nsc "£ • ubJ((I (o " fUO"I end rsmaltllahon b) J.tK: 
C ltlqmsr SlpJid lbs Cyatomn C11IJ9 1("'9)C the pbtltkShM pubtn 2Q •ptkiQ• dl\a •bc~Jil...JDJl slut tg ftOlO" Qf cvn11;d 

to ben tbs pbtlrp;UOft rrmotcd , , ths CuHomr(• nrcox 

6 SECURITY OHI'OSI fSIOUARANTmS 

6 I Suurity PcpptJI!OVIIIDI)' 

(1) BefOfe the: Company rcndcn Kf\ICC or uJ-on lcrmtr\lhon of 111 t\IJIInJ Unconchtlonal (h~Aflnl) l:unlfa('t, uc., • rrhca.nt ""'"be 
rcqu.rcd so pro, •dc 

., ml'onnou ... • lwsh .. ~atico lhc c-1'1'1'·· •rrltcl~on rcqwrcn>C'OU f<N no dcroall, Of 

~) I S«unt)' DcpoNI COfUUhnJ of c:nh. t UICt) bo.kl. Ot' llff"~o..:ablc ban\. lctlC'I o( crcJ I, 01 

c) • au.aranly utilftc!Ot)' lo the Contpan) 10 tet:UU' Jlol)llltlll or bdlt 

(l) F..ach au.arantOf nnut cnltr tniO the I\UIIOI) cun1ft.(l WI fu.lh • l arr O' Sheet No 9 4100 The a mo\N\l or t uch INhl l S«uUI) 

l)epoail, If rcquued, aJull be biK<J IIJIOO <1ton111<d blhnaa for I r<Ood Of 1 .. 0 1\"CIIi< mOtllll, bul 1101 leu !Jun lJS 110 

f.tdmatloN •hall be bued on prcv10UJ billing.~ at the "'~icc addrcu. • n61ur the c-qu1pnu::nll•rs•h•ncu ln Kr"lte or lo bt pul 1n1o 
JCrvic:c. A ntr (ow (4) munllu hitiOI)' I• rnwdcd. the mwel N«uul)' JXpotJt may be tdJu.tlcd to cornpcnutc (or our or under 

.. ,._,_ Sue II 14JU>tmrnl ,..y cunt~dcr auaon&l fac1o11 AOrt l"'chc ( ll) monllu of bolhnJ lw••OI') u tttOt~r~. the on1111l 

Stturily D<poool moy 1"'" I>< odJ!IIkd 10 <Otnr<n .. l< f<N o•cr '" unci« """'" '01" The COtnpon) nu) rcqoaor 1 '""'"'''"" 
Stturi.y o.po ... from I c...-.. II'CiuJona ...,. .. hot< INiool ScciiOI) lXpo&ll .... ocfunclcd odc&>td A Scculll) 

Ocpot>V&IIIri DIY 1n1y I>< held by lhe Componv unlll tsfunJcd or ocleaoed unJrt lhe leoma of oulc 6 J 

luutd bpS. L I'N•kP. Jr Enn1on, P raldrn l 

Eff«llvr; !Htfliolle• 6, I~ 
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