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1 (c) below. 

2 (c) ~he heating-value factor for gas utili tiel receiving and 

3 distributing natural gas shall be the average thermal value of ~he 

4 natural gau received and distributed during the preceding month . 

5 Fal' fftBRttEaetttl."eli gae ttt!Hhiea t:he heath! '<'lH-ue-~ trW •h•H be 

6 the !\eating ·~altte aeaRiial."!l ·sthioh the ttellir.y hfto-on 1-1-a~!.-eh bh~ 

8 fftaRth ReaPeee eeiReiliiRg whh the eHHI'Ig ~,teriod 1he averoge 

9 heatiRg valtte ae !letePfftiRe!l ttnder Rttle ~5 ? .9,9l t ) '• ot-or ab&Ye 

10 ehat seaftelard. In case the average heating value dudng the 

11 calendar ~onth has been below the standard, then tho v lue to be 

12 used in determin1ng the fac tor shall be the heating v~lue otondord 

13 minus a deduction of one percent ( H ) for eac!. one poroont (1\' l or 

14 fraocion thereof that t he average heat i ng value hae boon bolow the 

15 standard. 

16 (d) The consumer shall be billed to the noaraet one tonth of 

a therm. 

18 (3) Whenever the period o f service for which ~n initial or 

19 opening bill would be rend• red i s lese than the normal billing 

20 period, no bill for that period need be rendered if the volume 

21 amount consumed is c arried over and incl uded in tho next reqular 

22 mon~hly billing. If, however, a bill f or such porio~ 1• rendered, 

23 the applicable charge•, including minimum chargee, ahall be 

2~ prorated. 

25 ( 4) When there is sufficient cauoe, eatimaLed billi n91 may be 
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1 used by a ut '\ ity provided that wi th the customer•a third 

2 consecutive estimated billing the customer ia informed of the 

3 reoson for the estimation ond whom t o contact to obtain an actual 

4 meter reading if one is desind. An ac t ual meter reading must be 

5 taken at least once every six months. If an estimated bill appears 

6 to be abnormal once an actual meter read ing is obtained, the bill 

7 f or the entire estimation period shall be computed at a rate based 

8 on use o f service dur i ng the entire period and the estimated bill 

9 shall be deducted. If there is substantial evidence t hat such uoe 

10 occurred during only one billing period, the bill shall be 

11 computed. 

1 2 (5) Regular meter r eading dates may be advanced or postponed 

13 not more than f i ve days without a proration of the billing for the 

14 period. 

15 (6) The pr2Lctices employed by each utility regarding customer 

16 billing shall have uniform application to all customers on the aame 

17 rate schedule. 

18 (7) Franchise Fees. 

19 (aJ When a municipality charges a utility any franchise fee. 

20 the utility may collec t that fee only from i ts customers receiving 

21 servic~ within that municipality. When a county char gee a utility 

22 any franchise fee, the county m~y collect that fee only (com its 

23 customers receiving s 'cvice withu1 that county . 

2' (b) A company may not incorporate any franchise fee into its 

25 othe1· rates for service. 
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1 (c) Tl ... s subsection shall not be construed aa granting a 

2 munic ipality or county the authority to charge a franchise fee. 

J This subsection only apeci fit~a th" mec:hod of collection of a 

4 f ranchise fee, i f a munici pality or county, having authority to do 

5 so, charge& a franchise fee . 

6 Specific Author ity 366 .05(1) FS. 

7 Law Implemented 366.05 (1), 3r.6.06( 1) FS. 

8 History--Amended 12-15-73 , Repromulgated ~ -8 - 75, k~ended 5- 4-75, 

9 11 -21-82, 12-26- 82, Fo rmerly 25-7.85, Amended 10-10-95, 7/3/96. 
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