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GATLIN, SCHIEFELBEIN & COWDERY, P.A. 

B. KENNETH GATLIN 
WAYNE L SCHIEFELBEIN 
KATHRYN G W. COWDERY 

HAND DELIVERY 

Ms. Blanca S. Bayo, Director 
Division of Records and Reporting 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd. 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850 

RE: Docket No. %dsb .j. 

Attorneys al l..aw 

Tbe M.Un Station 
17Q9..D Mahan Drive 

TallahaMft. florida 3lJOX 

January 15. 1997 

Application of GULF UTILITY COMPANY for 
an increase in Wastewater Rates, approval of a decrease in 
Water Rates and approval of Service Availability Charges in lee 
County, Florida 

Dear Ms. Bayo: 
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Enclosed for filing are an original and fifteen copies of a Motion for Postponement of 
Hearing to March 5th & 6th, 1997, and for Extensions of Time for Remaining Due Dates. in 
reference to the above docket. 

Please acknowledge receipt of the foregoing by stamping the enclosed extra copy of this letter 
and returning same to my attention. Thank you for your assistance. 
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Commissioner Susan F. Clark. Chairman 
Commissioner J. Terry Deason 
Commissioner Joe A. Garcia 
Charles J. Rehwinkel. Assistant to Commissioner Deason 
Maggie O'Sullivan, Division of Legal Services 
Stephen C. Reilly, Office of Public Counsel 
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In re: Applicaticn of GULF 
COMPANY for an increase in 

UTILITY) 

Wastewater Rates, approval of a 
decrease in Water Rates and 
approval of service availability 

) 

) 

) 
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Docket No. 960329-WS 

Filed: January 15, !997 
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Gulf Utility Company (Gulf) files this its motion f o r 

postponement of Hearing to March 5th and 6th, 1997, and f o r 

extensions of time for remaining due dates, and states: 

1 . Mr. Keith R. Cardey is the consultant in charge of thi s 

rate case. Among other thing~ . he has been the person respons ible 

for the preparation of the testimony and exbibi ts, including 

rebuttal testimony and exhibits. 

2. The rebuttal testimony of Gulf Utility Company is 

presently due to be filed on January 17, 1997. 

3. Mr. Cardey arrived in Ft. Myers on January 1, 1997 . He 

became ill, but managed to appear for his deposition by Staff on 

January 3, 1997. Since that date, Mr. Cardey has only sporadi cally 

been at the Gulf o ffice, preparing the rebuttal testimony and 

exhibits. He was not able to work any complete days. 

4. On January 13, 1997, Mr . Ca rdey ca ll ed into the Gulf 

office and said be was very ill and would not be able t o wa rk that 

day. On January 13, 1997, Mr. Cardey we nt in to t ht> Pmt> rqf' rwy r •)()fll 

o f t he Hea l t h Par k Hospital in t he Lee Memorial Hospital Complex in 
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Ft. Myers. He was diagnosed as having pneumonia and was given 

medication. On January 14, 1997, Mr. Cardey again went to the 

emergency room of the Health Park Hospital. The doctors at that 

time admitted Mr. Cardey to the hospital . 

5. As of today, it is difficult to determine when Mr. Carde~ 

may return to work. It is important to Gulf that Mr. Cardey be 

available to coordinate and prepare the proper exhibits for 

rebuttal testimony. At this time, there is no prospect of Mr. 

Cardey performing his duties prior to the due date of the rebuttal 

testimony and exhibits on January 17, 1997. Gulf requests an 

extension of time in which to file rebuttal testimony and exhibits. 

At this time it is not possible •o predict a date by whi c h Gulf 

will be able to prepare and file rebuttal testimony and exhibits. 

Gulf suggests that an extension could be granted at this time, and 

a specific filing date set when it may be ascertained when Mr. 

Cardey may return to work. Gulf also requests that the remaining 

due dates as listed on the CASR be extended by an equivalent period 

of time. 

6 . By this motion, Gulf is asking for the postponement of 

the hearing to March 5th and 6th, 1997. Gulf will stipulate to an 

extension of the 8-month requirement of§ 367.081, Fla. Stat., 

until June 10, 1997. 

7. The undersigned has spo ken to Ms. Maggi e O'Sullivan a nd 

she has no objection to the postponement of the hearing 0 The 
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undersigned has also talked with Mr. Steve Reilly and he has no 

objection to the said postponement. 

WHEREFORE, G.tlf Utility Company requests that the hearing .jate 

be postponed until March 5th and 6th, 1997, and that the r~m~ining 

due dates be extended by an appropriate period o t time. 

DATED this 15th day of January, 1997 . 

submitted, 

Gatlin, Schiefelbein & Cowdery 
1709-D Mahan Drive 
Tallahassee, Florida 32308 
: 304) 877-5609 

Attorneys for 
GULF UTILITY COMPANY 

cuzxnc;us or agnc:s 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the f o regoing 
has been furnished by hand deli very to Ms. Maggie O'Sullivan, 
Esquire, Division of Legal Services, Florida Public Service 
Commission, 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-
0850, and to Mr. Harold McLean, Esquire, Office of Publi c Counsel, 
111 W. Madison Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1400, on this 
15th day of January, 1997. 
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