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ORDEB GlWI'l'IIIi tlll'Iotf FOR POSTPONIMINT OP HEARING 
AID RmSIIO OBDIR ISTMLISHINQ PROCEDURE 

A formal hearing ia currently acheduled in Estero, Florida, on 
February 6-7, 1997, in order to addreas potential overearninga and 
the application for i,ncreue in ratea and aervice availability 
charges filed by Gulf Utility Company (Gulf or Utility) . The Order 
Establishing Procedure in thia docket, Order N~. PSC-96-1178-PCO
ws, issued September 20, 1996, established the hearing date and 
other key dates for the proceeding. 

On January 15, ltt7, Gulf filed a motion indicating that ita 
primary consultant and witneaa in this matter, Mr. Keith Cardey, 
had been ill for aeveral week• and recently admitted to a hoapital. 
As a result, Gulf etatea that Mr. Cardey has been unable to prepare 
rebuttal teatimony and exhibita, and otherwise prepare for the 
hearing . Gulf baa requeated that the hearing date be poatponed, 
and that several other key date• be rescheduled. The utility 
stipulates to a waiver of the eight month requirement of Section 
367 . 081, Florida Statutea, until June 10, 1997. The Office of 
Public Counsel doea not object to Gulf'• request. 

Upon consideration, Gulf'• request to postpone the hearing is 
hereby granted. The hearing will h~ rescheduled to March S-6, 
1997, provided an acceptable hearing site can be aecured. 
Accordingly, the controlling dates aet forth in Order No. PSC-96-
1178-PCO-WS are reviaed as followa: 

1) Rebuttal Testimony 

2) Prehearing Conference 

3) Discovery Complete 

4 ) Hearing 

5) Transcripts 

6 ) Briefs 

February 13, 1997 

February 17, 1997 

February 27, 1997 

March S-6, 1997 

March 20, 1997 

April 3, 1997 
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Gulf requests that a date certain for filing rebuttal 
testimony not be set until it knows when Mr. Cardey may return to 
work. Rebuttal testimony ia generally filed before the Prehearing 
Conference. Therefore, rebuttal teatimony will be due on February 
13, 19~7, as indicated above. An additional extension may be 
addressed in the futu~e, if one becomes necessary. 

Order No. PSC-96-:1178-PCO-WS is hereby reaffirmed in all other 
respects. z 

Based upon the foregoing, it is 

ORDERED by Coalllissioner J. Terry Deason, as Prehearing 
Officer, that Gulf Utility Company'• motion for po•tponement of 
hearing and rescheduling of key dates is granted as set forth in 
the body of this Order .. It is further 

ORDERED that the controlling dates set forth in this Order 
supersede the controlling dates set forth in Order No . PSC-1178-
PCO-WS. It is further 

ORDERED that Order No. PSC-96-1178-?CO-WS ia reaffirmed in all 
other respects. 

By ORDER of Comaaiaaioner J. Terry Deason, as Prehearing 
Officer, this ..2.ZD4. day of Jepueqr I ~-

a J.~. = 
J:Vl"RRYDON: Commissioner and 
Prehearing Officer 
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NOTICE OP PYBTP' PMCUPINQS OR JUDICIAL RIVIQ 

The Florida Public Service Commiaaion ia required by Section 
120.569 ( 1), Florida Statutea, to notify partie• of any 
administrative hearing or judicial review of Commiaaion order• that 
is available under Bectioaa 120.57 or 120.68, Florida Statutea, as 
well as the procedure• and time limit• that apply. Thi• notice 
should not be conatru,d to .. an all requeats for an adminiatrative 
hearing or judicial review will be granted or result in the relief 
sought. 

Any party adver .. ly •ffected by thia order, which ia 
preliminary, procedural or intermediate in nature, may requeats (1) 
reconsideration within 10 day• purauant to Rule 25-22.0376, Florida 
Administrative Code, if i8aue4 by a Prehearing Officer; (2) 
reconsideration within 15 daya purauant to Rule 25-22.060, Florida 
Administrative Code, if iaaued by the Commiaaion; or (3) judicial 
review by the Florida Supr ... Court, in the caae of an electric, 
gas or telephone utility, or the Pirat District Court of Appeal, in 
the case of a water or waatewater utility. A motion for 
reconsideration ahall be filed with the Director, Diviaion of 
Records and Reporting, in the form preacribed by Rule 25-22.060, 
Florida Adminiatrative COde. JUdicial ~eview of a preliminary, 
procedural or intermediate ruling or order ia available if review 
of the final action will not provide an adequate remedy . Such 
review may be requeated from the appropriate court, as described 
above, pursuant to Rule 9.100, Florida Rules of Appellate 
Procedure. 


