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Docket No . 960329-WS 
Gulf Utility Company 

ADDITIONAL REBUTTAL TESTIMONY 

STEVE MESSNER 

Q. Could you comment on Mr. Kleinschmidt's statement 

relative to a fire hydrant maintenance agreement ? 

A. Gulf Utility entered into an agreement with the Estero 

Fire Department on March 25, 1992 where Estero agreed 

to maintain the hydrants within their jurisdiction. 

Q. Mr. Elliott in his rebuttal testimony basically said 

the existing Lee County ordinances require fire 

service in new developments but not in areas bui 1 t 

prior to the effective date of the ordinance. Do you 

agree with that? 

A . Ye c , I do. 

Q. Mr. Kleinschmidt said Gulf Utility Company is required 

by Lee County to meet hydrant spacing r e quirements. 

What are your comments? 

A. The statement is not entirely correc~. This is 

correct in new developments; there are no requirementb 

for utility companies to retrofit or upgrade older 

areas to meet current standards for fire protection. 

Q. Would you comment on Mr . Kleinsc hmidt' s stateme nt 

relating to unsuccessful fire flow due to debris in 

the lines? 

A . It is company policy that a utili t y representative 

accompany the fire department on all flow tests. On 
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Docket No. 96032 9- WS 
Gulf Utility Company 

tests where we were present, we observed no "debris, 

nor were we advised by Mr . Kleinschmidt of debris in 

the lines from unauthorized testing he performed .... ~et·e 

we were not present. Specifically, the utility was 

not notified prior to or after the tests in Wildcat 

Run or the Breckenridge subdivision referred to by Mr . 

Kleinschmidt. Mr. Kleinschmidt suggests a problem 

with obtaining fire flow in some cases, however, to 

date this information has not been communicated to 

Gulf Utility Company . 

Would you comment on Mr. Kleinschmidt's statement 

relating to the effects of reduced pressure on 

existing buildings? 

A fire sprinkler system is designed b ased on the 

results of prerequisite testing and with l ooping of 

the system in January 1996, pressures and flows have 

improved. In any event, a developer of a new project 

is responsible to make sure that the pro ject has been 

designed to meet fire protection standards. That is 

not the utility's responsibility. 

Mr. Kleinschmidt testified that Gulf Utility does not 

meet flow requirements in its service area and 

attached Exhibit BOK-1 as bac k - up . Would yo u c omme nt 

on this? 

Mr . Kleinsc hmidt inc luded f ire flow r e sul ts f r o m 199~. 
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This is 1997 . As state d in previous testimo ny , Gul f 

has greatly improved its capabilities of supplying 

water and pressure in its distribution system thro ugh 

system looping in early 1996 . On February 18, 1997, 

two (2) fire flow tests were conducted by a state 

certified fire sprinkler contractor . These tests were 

taken in Gulf Utility's system at the locations deemed 

deficient by Mr . Kleinschmidt . The results of the 

test were 

Kleinschmidt Qyll 

Locat i on ~ l..2..!U 

U. S . 41-Sunny Grove MH Park 939 . 76 GPM 564 2 GPM 

@ 20 psi @ 20 psi 

Breckenridge @ Pensacola 1154 . 93 GPM 3254 GPM 

@ 20 psi @ 20 psi 

Mr. Kleinschmidt's tests are on pages 1 and 2 of 

Exhibit (SM -2 ), and Gulf ' s 1997 t ests on page s 3 and 

4 . I am not acquainted with how Mr. Kleinschmidt 

conducted his test, but Gul f 's was performed by an 

independent party, namely a state certified fire 

sprinkler contractor . Test results provide d i n 

Exhibit (SM - 2) are a true r e prese ntation of f ire flow 

a vailability based upo n c u r r e nt system capabi l ities. 

Does t h is conc lud yo ur L ot i mo ny o n t his s ubj ecLJ 

Yes , it does. 

3 



GULF UTILITY COMPANY 

FIRE FLOW TEST 

Exh ibit (SM- 2 ) 
Docke t No. 960 329- WS 

Witnes~ : Me s s ner 

SUNNY GROVE MOBILE HOME PARK 

BRECKENRIDGE ® PENSACOLA 
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FLOW TEST DATA SHEET 
DAT8: 2/tl/17 '1'1118: 14:15 T611P8/CATUR8~ 
JOB NAJ/1: DUU Uf7UT. 
CirY.· 
cOifiltY: rn 

___ ";__,; ... Z!I-o~.;.;.·..,.. ..... :_· _x __ ..... _,... ........ 

.AREA MAP OUTLET ~~ SIZE.· 
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FLOW TEST DATA SHEET 
DA.TE: 2/19/97 TIJIB: 14:10 
JOB NAJ/6: cuu urrurms 
STIUBT: P8NSACOLA CliiCLi 
CITY: 
COUNTY: UB 
STATI: rL 

AREA MAP 

- - -
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.............. - .... ,, , ..... 

OUTUT 11 SIZE: 

OUTLET 12 Sl~B: 
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AJJJUSTED TOTALS 
SJ'.tf'IC: 86 
USIIJ.t 58 
,LOr: t flO 

JU4 C.P.JI. • 20 pri 

TOTR ?.0<: 


