
BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
Edward L. Rankin, I11 
Senior Attorney Legal -t 

675 W. street N.E. 

March 4 ,  1 9 9 1  

Mrs. Blanca S. Bay6 
Director, Division of Records and Reporting 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2 5 4 0  Shumard Oak Blvd. 
Betty Easley Conference Center, Rm. 110 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

Re: FPSC Docket No. 

Dear Mrs. Bay6: 

Enclosed is an original and fifteen copies of BellSouth 
Telecommunications, Inc.'s Response to Palm Beach Newspapers, 
Inc.'s Request for Oral Argument on Motion for Reconsideration, 
which we ask that you file in the above captioned matter. 

A copy of this letter is enclosed. Please mark it to 
indicate that the original was filed and return the copy to me. 
Copies of BellSouth's Request have been served to the parties 
shown on the attached Certificate of Service. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re: Comprehensive Review of) 
the Revenue Requirements and ) Docket No. 920260-TL 

Southern Bell Telephone and ) Filed: March 4,1997 
Rate Stabilization Plan of ) 

Telegraph Company ) 
) 

BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC.'S RESPONSE TO PALM BEACH 
NEWSPAPERS, INC.'S REQUEST FOR ORAL ARGUMENT (ON MOTION FOR - 
BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. (BellSouth), pursuant to 

Commission Rule 25-22.058, hereby files its Response to Palm 

Beach Newspapers, Inc.'s (PBN) Motion for Oral Argument on Motion 

for Reconsideration. In support of its Response, BellSouth 

states as follows: 

1. BellSouth has filed contemporaneously with this pleading 

its Response to PBN's Motion for  Reconsideration of Order No. 

PSC-97-0128-FOF-TL. 

2 .  As Bellsouth explains in that Response, PBN's Motion for 

Reconsideration merely reargues the same positions it submitted 

to the Commission through the testimony of James Freeman. The 

Commission's Order reflects that the Commission considered PBN's 

request for rate reductions to BellSouth's N11 service and 

concluded that it was not appropriate to use the funds at issue 

1 



in this proceeding to reduce N 1 1  prices. Accordingly, BellSouth 

has asked the Commission to deny the Motion for Reconsideration. 

3 .  PBN has failed to set forth a single compelling reason 

for the Commission to entertain oral argument on its Motion for 

Reconsideration. PBN first contends that oral argument is 

necessary because of P B N ' s  belief that the Commission had 

"overlooked or failed to consider P B N I ' s  confidential post- 

hearing brief." Setting aside the question of whether the brief 

was in fact read, based upon P B N ' s  representation of what the 

brief says, it is clear that the brief contains the same 

arguments that PBN has advanced in its Motion. If it so chooses, 

the Commission can easily re-read the brief in deciding whether 

to grant P B N ' s  Motion. Oral argument is not necessary for PBN to 

explain what it has already explained in its brief. 

PBN then complains that because the parties stipulated the 

pre-filed testimony and exhibits into the record and waived a 

hearing, the Commission needs oral argument to better understand 

P B N ' s  position. PBN voluntarily waived its right to present oral 

testimony and cross-examine witnesses, just like all other 

parties. Simply because PBN may now believe that waiver of a 

hearing was not in its best interest does not warrant use of more 
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Commission time to convince the Commission that :it should change 

its mind on the N11 service issue. 

Finally, PBN contends that oral argument is needed for the 

Commission to hear P B N ' s  argument that N 1 1  service 

"competition . . .  will not deliver more rationale pricing to N11 

customers." Again, this is hardly a persuasive reason to grant 

P B N ' s  request for oral argument. Despite P B N ' s  purported 

discussion of this argument in its brief, the Commission found as 

follows : 

Given the forthcoming requirements that LECs offer 
their services for resale by CLECs, it is pcsssible that 
information service providers will have opportunities 
to purchase N 1 1  service from alternative providers in 
the future. When that occurs, I S P s  would have the 
opportunity to select a provider of N 1 1  Service. We 
find that is not appropriate to use the funds at issue 
in this proceeding to reduce N 1 1  Service usage rates. 

(Order, p. 2 8 ) .  That PBN is disappointed that the Commission 

does not share its same conclusion with respect to the prospect 

of competition for N 1 1  service is insufficient to grant P B N ' s  

request for oral argument. 

WHEREFORE, BellSouth respectfully requests that the 

Commission deny PBN's request for oral argument. 
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Respectfully submitted this 4th day of March, 1997. 

BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICA'TIONS, INC. 

%& 
ROBERT G. BEATTY 
J. PHILLIP CARVER 
c/o Nancy Sims 
150 South Monroe Street, #400 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

WILLIAM J. ELLENBERG I1 
NANCY B. WHITE 
675 West Peachtree Street, #4300 
Atlanta, Georgia 30375 
(404) 335-0710 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
Docket No. 920260-TL 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing has been 

furnished by United States Mail this 4th day of March, 1997 to: 

Robin Norton 
Division of Communications 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

Martha Brown 
Division of Legal Services 
Florida Public Svc. Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

Joseph A. McGlothlin 
Vicki Gordon Kaufman 
McWhirter, Grandoff & Reeves 
1 1 7  South Gadsden Street 
Tallahassee, FL 3 2 3 0 1  
atty for FIXCA 

Kenneth A. Hoffman 
Messer, Vickers, Caparello, 
Madsen, Lewis & Metz, PA 
Post Office Box 1876 
Tallahassee, FL 32302 
atty for FPTA 

Michael W. Tye 
AT&T Communications of the 
Southern States, Inc. 

1 0 1  N. Monroe Street 
Suite 200 
Tallahassee, Florida 3 2 3 0 1  

Dan B. Hendrickson 
Post Office Box 1 2 0 1  
Tallahassee, FL 32302 
atty €or FCAN 

Charles J. Beck 
Deputy Public Counsel 
Office of the Public Counsel 
111 W. Madison Street 
Room 812 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1400 

Michael J. Henry 
MCI Telecommunications Corp. 
780 Johnson Ferry Road 
Suite 700 
Atlanta, Georgia 30342 

Richard D. Melson 
Hopping Boyd Green & Sams 
Post Office Box 6526 
Tallahassee, Florida 32314 
atty for MCI 

Rick Wright 
Regulatory Analyst 
Division of Audit and Finance 
Florida Public Svc. Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

Laura L. Wilson, Esq. 
Florida Cable Telecommunications 
Assn., Inc. 
310 North Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 3 2 3 0 1  
atty for FCTA 

Benjamin W. Fincher 
Sprint Communications Co. 

3100 Cumberland Circle, #E02 
Atlanta, GA 30339 

Limited Partnership 



Benjamin H. Dickens, Jr 
Blooston, Mordkofsky, 
Jackson & Dickens 

2120 L Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20037 
Atty for Fla Ad HOC 

C. Everett Boyd, Jr. 
Ervin. Varn, Jacobs, Odom 

305 South Gadsen Street 
Post Office Drawer 1170 
Tallahassee, Florida 32302 

& Ervin 

atty for Sprint 

Angela Green 
Florida Public 
Telecommunications Assn., Inc. 
125 South Gadsden Street 
Suite 200 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 

Monte Belote 
Florida Consumer Action Network 
4100 W. Kennedy Blvd., #128 
Tampa, FL 33609 

Joseph Gillan 
J.P. Gillan & Associates 

Orlando, FL 32854-1038 
P.O. BOX 541038 

Mark Richard 
Attorney for CWA 

304 Palermo Avenue 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 

Locals 3121, 3122, and 3107 

Marsha E. Rule 
Wiggins & Villacorta P.A. 
501 East Tennessee St. 
Suite B 
P.O. Drawer 1657 
Tallahassee, FL 32302 

Marilyn Lenard 
Council of Florida AFL-CIO 
135 S. Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 

David Larimer 
P.O. BOX 419000 
Melbourne, FL 3:!941 

Michael Gross 
Department of Legal Affairs 
The Capitol, PL-01 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Mr. Douglas S. Metcalf 
Communications C!onsultants, Inc. 
631 S. Orlando Ave., Suite 450 
P. 0. Box 1148 
Winter Park, FL 32790-1148 

Mr. Cecil 0. Simpson, Jr. 
Mr. Peter Q. Nyce, Jr. 
Department of the Army 
901 North Stuart Street, #400 
Arlington, VA 22203 

Mr. Michael Fannon 
Cellular One 
2135 Capital Circle, NE 
Tallahassee, FL 32308 

Floyd R. Self, Esq. 
Messer, vickers, Caparello, 
Madsen, Lewis, Goldman & Met2 
Post Office Box 1876 
Tallahassee, FL 32302-1876 
Attys for McCaw Cellular 

Stan Greer 
Division of Communications 
Florida Public Svc. Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 
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Patricia Kurlin 
Intermedia Communications Inc. 
9280 Bay Plaza Boulevard, #720  
Tampa, FL 33619 

Susan Weinstock 
Department of State Legislation 
601 E. Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20049 

Mark Logan 
201 S. Monroe Street, #SO0 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 

Dan Shorter 
P.O. Box 24700 
West Palm Beach, FL 33416 

Robin Dunson 
1200 Peachtree Street 
Promenade I, Room 4038 
Atlanta, GA 30309 

William H. Higgins, E s q .  
AT&T Wireless Services of 

250 S. Australian Avenue 
W. Palm Beach, FL 33401 

Florida, Inc . 
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