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March 18, 1997 

Hs. Blanca Bayo, Dir ector by Hand Oolivory 
Division of Records ' Reporting 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850 

Re: Docket No . 170329, - su -- Petition to Establish 
Rates for a New Class of Service fo r Residential 
wastewater Only (RWO) Service in All J'urisdict;ional 
Service A.reaa Included in Docket No. 950495-WS and 
Currently Without Authorized RWO Rates by Florida Water 
Services Corporation 

Ooa r Hs. 8ay6 : 

Please find tnclosed for f iling in a nev docket an o r iginal and 
fifteen copies of the above-referenced Petition or Fl orida Water 
Services Corpor ation, former ly known as Southern States Utilities, 
I nc., (hereinafter "Florida Water''). 

Thoro i s no filing tee applicable t o this type of proceeding, oo no 
filing teo is enclosed herewith. 

Please also find enclose . an original and two copies o f two sots of 
tariff sheets to forward to tho Division o t Water and Wastewater. 
As e xplained in the Petition, one sot of tariff s hoots bears the 
name of Florida Water and the other bears the name Southe rn States 
Utilities, Inc. Florida Water's application for name chango is 
pending in Docket No. 970028-WS, and new tariff sheets with the 
name Flo r ida Water have not yet been approved. Therefore;, a set of 
tariff sheets bearing each name is submitted. Florida Water 
roqousts that staff coordinate approval ot the appropriate shoots . 

It you have any questions regarding the above, please ca ll mo at 
(407) 880- 0058, ext. 260 . 

Sincerely yours, 

Hat ew Fail, Esq . 
Staff Attorney 
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In Re: Petition to Establish 
Ratee tor a New Class ot Service 
tor Residential waste~ater Only 
(RWO) Service in All Jurisdiction
al Service Areas Included in 
Docket No. 950495-WS and currently 
Without Authorized RWO Rates by 
Florida Water Services Corporation 

Docket No. ____ -su 

Filed: March 18, 1997 

lLQIIDA JATJB 81RYICZ8 CQRpQRATION•S P!TITION 
'1'0 18'l'ULI81 QIIQIM'l'IAL DIITIQTIB ONLY RATES 

FLORIDA WATER SERVICES CORPORATION, t _,rmorly known as Southern 

States Utilities, Inc. (hereinatter "Florida Water" or "Utility"), 

by and through its undersigned counsel, and pursuant to Section 

367.091, Florid.a Statutes, and Chapter 25-9, Florida Administrative 

Code, hereby requests the Commission approve rates tor a new class 

ot service t or residential waatewater only ("RWO") service in all 

Florida Water service areas under the Commission's jurisdiction 

which do not current• y have RWO rates as set fo r th heroin. In 

Gupport hereof, Florida Water atatos as follows: 

1. In the rate case processed under Docltot No. 950495-WS, 

Florida Water requested a uniform wastewater rates structure 

applicable to all jurisdictional service areas tor tho following 

claasoa ot wastewater eervice: metered residential service, 

metered general and multi-family service, and RWO service. By 

Order No. PSC-96-1320-POP-WS, issued october 30, 1996, tho 

C01uission approved a capband, rather than uniforD, wastewater ratE' 

structure and overlooked expressly approving or disapproving RWO 
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rates for a number of jurisdictional service areas.' 

2. Florida Wat er requires RWO rates tor its jurisdictional 

service areal becauae Plorida Water has, from time to time, 

experienced the need for an RWO rate whon r esidential customer s 

disconnect from, or never avail themselves of, metered water 

service. The cost to provide these RWO customers wastewater 

service exceeds tho costs recoverable through the base facility 

charge portion (" BFC") of the current metered residential 

wastewater rates. RWO cust omers convey wastewater volume to 

Florida Water's collection and treatment facilities. It the cost 

for collecting and treating wastewater were not over and above the 

costs recovered through t .he BFC, there would be no need for a 

usage-based component to the motored service . Therefore, an RWO 

rate is necessary fo r the Utility to recover its costs for 

collecting and treatinq wastewater !rom RWO customers. 

1 Prior to issuance ot the aforesaid Order but while tho rate 
case was pending at the Col!llllission, Collier County passed a 
resolution pursuant to § 367.171, Florida Statutes, purporting to 
revoke Co111111ission jurisdiction in Collier County. Rather than 
complicate disposition of tho instant Petition with l ssues 
concerning Commission jurisdiction, Florida Water doeE not request 
herein RWO rates tor service areas in Collier County. 

Florida Water's Polk County service areas were excluded from 
Docket No. 950495- WS. subsequent to this exclusion, Polk County 
transferred regulatory authority over water and wastewater 
utilities within its jurisdi ctional control to t .he Co111111ission by a 
resolution passed i n May 1996.. Florida Water'e requost !or 
grandfather certificates from the Commission are pondinq in Docket 
No. 960909-WS. Florida Wator does not now requost RWO rates !or 
its sole wastewater service area in Polk County, but may do so at 
a later date. 
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3. At tached hereto as Exhibit A is list of all service areas 

for which Flor id.a Wat er requests RWO rates and tho supporting 

calculat ions for t he requested rates. The underlying data tor tho 

supporting calcula tions was approved by the Commission in Docket 

No. 950495-WS. Tarif f sheets reflecting the requested RWO rates 

have been filed in this doc~et on even date herewith. 2 

4 . At the p r esent time, the annual revenue t o be derived from 

and number of customers to be affected by the roquootod now class 

of service are i nestimable. As indicatnd above, Florida Water' s 

need for the RWO rates is occasional, not frequent. Therefore, 

Flor ida Water believes the revenue derived and number of customers 

affected wil l not bo significant. RWO rates, however, should 

already be in place when needed. To do otherwise, i .e.. t o 

calculate and file RWO r ates on a piecemeal basis as t he need 

becomes pressing, would be inefficient. Since the calculations 

approved in Docket No. 950495-WS are current, it is appropriate for 

the Commission t o approve Florida Water' s request for RWO rates at 

this time. 

WHEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing, Florida water 

2 As s t ated above, Florida Water is formerly Southern States 
Utilities, Inc. A name change application is pending in Docket No. 
970028-WS. Since new tariffs reflecting the name ot Florida Water 
have not yet been approved , Florida Water has filed herewith on 
oriqinal and two copies ot RWO tori!! shoots -- ono oot with tho 
nome Florida Water, onother sot with the nome Southern Stotes 
Utilities, Inc. 
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services Corporation requests the Commission opprove the rotos for 

11 new c l ass of service os set forth hereinabove and approve as 

filed the tariff sheets accomponyinq this ploodinq. 

Respectfu lly submitted, 

FElL, ESQ. 
Flori Woter Services 
P.O. Box 609520 
Orlando, FL 32860-9520 
( 4 07) 880-0058 
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