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DATE: April I. 1997 

TO: Division of Records and Reporting 
Division of Legal Services, Donna Cyrus-Williams 

FROM: Division of Water & Wastewater, J. Travis CokerJtc; 

RE: Docket No. ttt0l)6-WS; Application for grandfather certificate by Grenelefe in Polk 
County. 

Please include this infonna:ion in the above mentioned docket tile. If you have any 
questions concerning this memo, please contact me at 413-6997. 
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Re : Sports Shinko Utility, Inc . d / b / a Grenelefe Utilities; 
Docket No . 961006 -ws; Application for Grandfather Certificates 
Our File No. 31098.01 

Dear Travis: 

In response to your recent inquiry, I am 
you information concerning the implementation 
water rate to Sports Shinko's c ustome r s in 
specifically to Grenelefe Condominiums. 

writing to provide 
of the irrigation 

Polk Coun t y and 

I have outlined the questions tha t you pubed as I under them 
and the response below: 

1. When did the Utility begin to charge it• customer• for 
irrigation water service? 

Answer : The Utility began to charge f or irrigation water 
service for the first time on September 1, 1996 . Prio r to that 
t i me, no charge was imposed for irrigation water service. 
Therefore, despite the fac t the Po lk County Board of County 
Commissioners transferred jurisdiction over private water and 
wastewater utilities in Polk County on May 14, 1996, at ~ hat time 
no c harge was imposed for irrigat ion service. At t he time 
jurisdicti o n was trans fer r e d, a flat rate o f $35 per mo n t h f o r 
po table water a nd wa ste water servi c e was i n effect a nd had bee n 
approved by Pol k County. Po lk County has taken the posi tion that 
they had no jurisdiction even during the time whic h they regula ted 
these utilities over non -potabl e water service. 

In any case, the c harge imposed by Sports Shinko Utility, Inc. 
d / b/a Grenelefe Utilities did ~ot begin to be impo s e d until after 
jurisdiction passed to t he Florida Public Service Commission and 
without any approva l from Polk County, much less from the Publi c 
Service Commission who had jurisdict i o n at that time. 
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2 . When did Grenelefe Utilities begin charging the currently 
imposed rates for irrigation service? 

Answer: The only charge ever i mposed for irrigation service 
was begun on September 1, 1996, after t he PSC gained jurisdiction 
over ~ his Utili ty, and without oversight or review by any 
regulatory authority. Prior to that time, there was no charg~ 
imposed for this irrigation wate r . 

3. What was the previous rate? 

Answer: 
service . 

There was no previous c harge for irrigation water 

I trust that wi th this information you will agree that the 
c harge imposed by Sports Shinko Utility, Inc. d / b /a Grenelefe 
Utilities for irrigation service was illegally implemented and 
cannot be grandfathered . In additio n, all the charges imposed by 
the Utility should be required to be re f unded for s uch service 
since t here was no approval, either by Polk County or by the Public 
Servic~ Commission f or t his c har'le j rnpr')sed after the PSC 
jurisdictional dates. 

If you have any further questions 1n this regard , please let 
me know. Otherwise, I would apprec iate your letting me kno w as 
soon as the Staff Recommendation is filed in the above matter and 
provide me with a copy since it is rather difficult to get one from 
t he Clerk's office until at least a day after it is filed . If I 
c an be of any furt her assistance, please let me know. 

Sinct rely, 

FMD/1 ts 
cc: Donna Cyrus-Williams, Esquire 

Ms . Bla nca Bayo 
Richard Redemann, P. E . 

ROSE ::.u ' '" ... I H O M & l:ii- NILEY LLP 
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Re: Sports Shinko Utility, Inc. d/b/a Grenelefe Utilities; 
Docket No. 961006-WS; Application for Grandfather Certificates 
Our File No. 31098.01 

Dear Travis: 

In response to your recent inquiry, I am 
you information concerning the implementa tion 
water rate to Sports Shinko's customers in 
specifically to Grenelefe Condominiums. 

writing to provide 
of the irrigation 

Po lk County and 

I have outlined the questions tha t you posed as I under them 
and the response below: 

1. When did the Utility begin to charge it• cu•tomer• for 
irrigation water •ervice? 

Answer : The Utility began to charge for irrigatio n water 
service for the first time on September 1, 1996. Prior t o that 
time, no charge was imposed for irrigat:.:.on water service . 
Therefore, despite the fact the Polk County Board of County 
Commissioners transferred jurisdiction over private water and 
wastewater utilities in Polk County on May 14 , 1996, at t ha t t i me 
no charge was imposed for irrigatio n s e rvi c e . At t he time 
jurisdiction was transferred, a flat rate of $3 5 per mon t h for 
p o table water and wastewater service was in effect and had been 
approved by Polk County. Polk County has t aken the positio n that 
they had no jurisdiction even during the time whi c h they regul ated 
these utilities over non-potable water servic e . 

In a ny c a s e , the c harge i mposed by Spo rts Shinko Utility, Inc . 
d / b /a Gr e nelefe Utilit i es did not begin to be impose d until after 
j u r i s d ict i on passed t o t he Flo rida Public Service Commiss i o n a nd 
without any approval fro m Polk Coun t y, muc h l ess from t he Publi c 
Se r v ice Commission who had jurisdict i o n a t that time . 
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2 . When did Grenelefe Utili tie• begin charging the currently 
imposed rates for irrigation •ervice? 

8nswer: The only charge ever imposed for irrigation service 
was begun on September 1 , 1996 , after the PSC gained jurisdiction 
over thi s Utility, and without oversight or review by any 
regulatory authority. Prior to that time, there was no c harge 
imposed for this irrigation water . 

3. What wa• the previou• rate? 

Answer : 
service. 

There was no previous charge for irrigat ion water 

I trust that with this information you will agree that the 
c harge imposed by Sports Shinko Utility, Inc . d/b/a Grenelefe 
Utilities for irrigation service was illegally implemented and 
cannot be grandfat~ered . In addition, all the c harges imposed by 
the Utility should be required to be refunded for suc h service 
since t here was no approval, either by Po lk County or by the Public 
Service Commission for this charge impo s t d a ft e 1.· -: he PSC 
jurisdictional dates. 

If you have any further questions in this regard, please let 
me kno w. Otherwise, I would appn!ciate your letting me know as 
soon as the Staff Recommendation iL filed in the above mat ter and 
provide me with a copy since it is rather difficult to get one from 
t he Clerk ' s o ffice until at least a day after it i s f i led . If I 
can be of any further assistance, please let me know. 

Si ncerely , 

FMD/ lts 
c c : Do nna Cyrus - Williams, Es qu i re 

Ms . Bl anca Bayo 
Ri c hard Redemann, P . E. 

R OSE SU N DSTRO M & I:IE N ILE Y LLP 
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