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The Florida Public Service Commission annouces a staff workshop to 

be held in the following docket, to which all intereoted persons 

are invited. 

DOCKET NO. 970157-TP - Establishment of Intrastate Discounts for 

Schools and Libraries Pursuant to Section 254 (Hl 

Telecommunications Act cf 1996. 

DATE AND TI ME: Wednesday, May 14, 1997, 9:30a . m. • 

of the 

J 

"' w 

PLACE: Room 148, Detty Easley Conference Center, 4075 Espl~ade 

way, Tallahassee, FL '.9 . 

• NOTE: 

V1 

Any person who is unable to attend may particHpa:.e-' via 

telephone. To p a rticipate by tele;>hone, call the foll owing number 

at 9:30a.m., Wednesday, May 14, 1997: Non - Suncore (90 4 ) 414 · 1711 

or Suncom (904) 994-17)1. 

PURPOSE: The fedPral Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the Act), 47 

U.S.C. §254 (a) (2), requires the Federal Commun1cations CommlSSlOn 

(FCC) to issue an order by May 8, 1997, implement1nq the 

recommendations from the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 

Service. These recommendations are to address the un1versal 

service provisions of the Act, 47 U.S.C. §§214 (e) and 254. A 

____ _.portion of the FCC's Order is expected to provide for discounts on 

----~elecommunications services purchased by certain qualified schools 

and l1braries. ~ 47 U.S.C. §254(h) . The Act also states that 

·----~state commissions may adopt regulation~ to advance and pr~serve 

----~niversal service, so long as the state regulations are consist~nt 

with those established by the FCC. ~ 47 u.s.c. §254 (f). The 

Lt'. florida Public Service Commission has opened Docket No . 970157 TP 
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• 
to address these matters . 

ln order to allow sufficient time for t ~e schools and 

libraries to apply for funds for the 1997·1998 school year. an 

abbreviated hearing schedule is necessary. The Florida Comm1aalon 

intends to address these matters, to the extent poss1ble. through 

its proposed agency action procedure at the May 19, 1997, Agenda 

Conference . 

Due to the abbreviated hearing schedule 1n this dc.cket, 

parties must present any objections to the Florida Com~lSSlon·s 

proposed agency action immediately. No addi~ional protes t per1od 

is possible. Therefore, parties must file any protests on or 

before the May 19, _ 997 Agenda Conference. If any protest 1 s 

received, parties p~rticipating in the hearing must f1le t est•mony 

as scheduled on May 21, 1997. If no protest is rece1vc:d, the 

hearing scheduled for June 12, 1997, may be cancelled. Intetcsted 

parties should follow the proceedings closely t o rema1n appr1 sed of 

events as they occur. 

The purpose of this workshop 1s t o beg1n the .i!Jsue 

identification process. Each party should be prepared to pre~ent 

a list of issues deemed necessa r y for resolut 1on in th1s 

proceeding. Staff will be prepared to discuss the po~slblllty Qf 

dispos1ng of any or all of the issues through ltS recommendation 

for the May 19, 1997, Agenda Confere11ce . 

Ally person requiring some a ,..commodation 

becauLe of. a physical impairment should call 

aL this workshop 

the Div1s1on of 

Records and Repo rting at (904) 413 - 6770, at least f1ve cal .. ndar 



days prior to the wo r kshop. Any person who is hear1ng o1· apeech 

impaired should con tact the Flor ida Public Service Comm1ss1Cn by 

using the Flor1da Relay Service, wh1ch can be reached at 1-800-955-

8771 (TOO) . 
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