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May 17. 1997 

AIUimq lit lAw 
4105 S. HI• a AKIIIII 

T !U!!fi!1! FlorlM JJ611 

Ms. Blanca S. Bay6. Director 
Division of Reoords and Reporting 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

Re: Docket~ .. 1h j 6 El 

Dear Ms. BayO: 

Tclt;' t 

ORIGINAL 
riLE COP" 

(Ill) IJI·ll76 
ru (Ill) IJ I-177D 

Enclosed herewith for filing with the Commission in the above-referenced docket 
is the original and fifteen (15) copies of the PetJtJon to the Florida Consumer Action 
Networi( for Leave to Jntervene. 

Please eclu'lowtedge your receipt of the above filing on the enclosed copy of thls 
lettpr, and retum to the undersigned In the enclosed aalf-addressed, stamped envelope. 
Also• enclosed Is a 3.5 Inch diskette containing the above-referenced document In 
···tonsPerfect fotmat Thank you for your assistance. 
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BEFORE TiiE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

URIBINAt' 
fll£ r.arv 

In re: Review of Nuclear Outage 

at Florida Power Corporation's 
Crystal River Unit No. 3 

Dodtet ~o. 970261-EI 

PETmON OF THE FLORIDA CONSUMER ACfiON NElWORJ< 

FOR LEAVE TO INTERVENE 

The Florida Coosumer Aetion Nccwo~ lbrougb the undcnii!Jled cowucl and p.D"SUant to 

Rule 25-22. Florida AdminismtM: Code, bcrcby files this Petition for Leave to Intervene in the 

above-Siylcd pro«oting md in suppon thcn:of Utes: 

I. The arrc:c~.ed agency is the Florida Publk Service Commission, I 0 I East Gaines Street, 

TaU.MsJN', Florida 32301. 

2. The Florida eo-.mer Aaion Network iFC AN") is a OOilfli'Ofk. grusroma e~msuiTX'r and 

enVIronmental lobby establ!lbod to JPVC eniuns a greater voiCe m 80' cmmcnt.al dccUion-maltma 

proc CIX:S fCAN is I coaJDm of IDll't IbiD 40,000 ""'f1fw II and 300 aJbcd orpruzations includmg 

envirolllllC'Ili.IJ. c:ivit, labor and ICIIior citiun org&llizaions. lt.s corporalc addres.s is 41 (Xl W. 

Kennedy Blvd. Ml28, T~ FL 33609, and pbooc munbcr is (813) 21!6-1226. FC.~N's pnmary 

purpose md rcuon for c:rjs!ence is to represent Florida's COIISWllCn and to work with govcml!ICJital 

agencies on behalf of the consumm of Florida. FCAN represents consumm throughout the state 

of Florida, n suhll.lllllial munbcr of wbom, approda1ing 12,000 rocmber s, obWn regulated electric 

power~ from Florida Power Corporuion ("FForida Power"). Thus. 1 subllanual number of 

FCAN's mc:mbcrJ. cspc<:D Dy !bose residin& in ara.s saved by Florida Power, have 1 signifiCilll 

mtcrest in peying reasonable rates for dtctric power SCMCes provided to tbcm by Florida Power. 

' The Commission bas tCIIlt-llrvilY granled its approval of Plorida Power Corpontion's 

request for recovery from iu ratepe)'CI'I ofRpllc:a•cn fuel costs ucecdmg S90 nuiJJOn iDcumd due 

to the: cum:nt extended outage 11 ita Cryt1al Ril·tt No 3 nuclear plant, whkh approvalu au~ to 
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the Commw10o's revirw ohlx cauxs of the outaac 

4. The outace in qoesboo is tbe ~of Florida Power Cofporation's llldf«tM 

lll8DII8cmml ovasip ofmgin ,-., opa ........ &Dd con«tiYC aetioD ec:tMtia which occumd for 

a period of sevc:ral yws lnc!ing up to tbe ouuge. This I&IDC iodf~ivc managtmcnt bas raulled 

in numerous violations by Florida Power Corporation of acrious nuclear aarety rtgulations or the 

Nuclear Regulatory Commiuion resulting in tbe ilq)osition or civil pc:naltie1 against the company. 

inchting penalbc:s ~ 011 July 10, 1996,101aling SSOO,OOO. Florida Power CorporatiOn dJd DOl 

contest the SSOO,OOO civil pena.lty. This I&IDC loetrec.tive management allowed lhc conditions to 

develop that ul!imatdy resulled ill the cumm outaac. wbicb was othawisc avoidable and 

u;ullCC• nary. AI the time Florida Power "VViuntarili' took the nuclear plant off line a the tx-pmillg 

or the CUITCllt ouuge, the Nuclear Rqulatory Cormniuion bad bcm in-iplins Florida Po-.'a''s 

management of the nuclear plant and bad dixovercd the pervasive nat~n or Florida Power 

Corporation's inefT~ivc management ovenlght or engineering. operations, and torrect;vc ac:tion 

activit~. If Florida Power bad not abuttbe nuclear plant down at the time that it dkl. the NuciC41' 

Regulatory Commission would have dooc 10 sbonly lhcreafter due to Florida Power Corporation's 

incfTe<:tive lllllll&emcut ovenisJ:!t of c:~~gincering. operations, and comaivc actioD activities at the 

nuclear plant, and it would have mnained off-line for that reason throughout thc duration of the 

tWTCOt outage. Eveo if the initial cause of the out.ace stated by Florida Power did DOt ellS!, the 

Nuclear R.cgulltory Coni! · · 10 would DOl II this tune allow Florida Power Corporation to operate 

the nuclear plllll. Bd'ot'e the Nuclear Rqu.lltory Commission ;s wiD allow F1onda Power to operate 

the ouciC&I' plant again. it is requiring a full review or aD or Florida Power' a ailical cngmccring. 

opention. and corn:ctivc aaion ICtivillcs over the put yws, most of which ere wmlated to Florida 

Power's stated rea10n for ta1c1na the nuclear plant off·llne at !he outlet of the cwmll ouugc. For 

the foregoins reasons, the iuitia1 cause of the outqc and the "volllnWy" nature of the lhutdown is 

irrdevans aod cat~ DOt be u.acd to ~ Florida Power Corporatioo for the c:urrQll outage. 

S. FCAN's n~en~lltn wbo are Florida Power customen arc .c!vcndy afTcc;ted by the lu&)lc:r 
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bills for electric taVicc due to the eost of rq>Uicemc:m fuel due to the ouuge 1t tbc Crystal River 

liiiClcar unit, and thus they have a significant intemt in this ~g. Sin<:e the subject 111111er of 

Ibis p e<eoji'8 is within FCAN'a gaxnl scope of imemt and acrivity and the relief requested is of 

a type approprille for FCAN to rective or request on bcbalf of its eoD.Uitucnt members. FCAN 

bereby seeks pc:rmi..Jon to derYc:ne and 10 f*i lic4*le in the lbov&-styted proceeding for the pwpoae 

of pro~ing Florida's eonsumen fi'om unreasotllbly hlgb electric service cbarge.J. 

6. FCAN 1\utber .ubmits that evid= and information snbmilted by il wiD be of lOll erial 

vU.Je to lhc Con•• · · "' in iu dc:ta 1uiuaion of lhc issua involved and that this intervention will not 

broaden the issues nor cawe unn«aHry delay. 

7. Tile IIIIIIC llld ~of the persons to wiHJm pladiogs, notices and other documents 

should be SCI'It are; 

Monte E. Belote 
Florida Co111umet Action NetwOrt 
41 00 W. Jeamedy Blvd. Ml28 
TIJillll, FL 33609 

Louis D. Putney. E!q 
480S S. Himes Ave. 
T-.,FL 33611 

WHBREFORE, tbc Florida Con3umer Aaion Necworic bereby pcUloru for ltave to intervenr 

and 10 be IR8lCd U I full plit)' 10 t.hiJ proc""'ding with I fiabt tO ba~ notice of and 10 appear II the 

t&killg oflatimoay, to poduee and ao~ wimcsscs. and to be beard :n penon or by counsel 

Respectfully submitted this 17th day of May, 19<)7. 
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Louis D. Putney. Esq 
Flonda Bar No.: 2399 6 
480S S. H.lmes Ave. 
T ... Florida 33611 
(813) 831·3376 
Fu: (813) 831·8770 
Attorney for the Flonda CollSUIIIer 

Action NetwOrt 
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Ctrtllk.a!c o[ Suykc 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that 1 true and correct copy of !be foregomglw been funushcd by 

U.S. Mail to thepenonson the anacbed service liJI on this 17th day of May, 1997. 

SERVICE lJST 
Doeket No. t70261-EI 

JAMES A McGEE, ESQUIRE 
Florida Power Corporation 
Post Offx;e Box 14042 
St. Petersburg. FL 33733-4042 

ROBERT V EUAS, ESQUIRE 
Legal Services 
Florida Public Service CollllllWion 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Gunter Building, Room 3 70 
Tallalwsce, FL 32399~8SO 

JOifN W. McWIURTER. JR., ESQUIRE 
McWhirter. Reeves, McGlothlin 

Davidson, Rief & Baku 
Post Office Box 33SO 
Tampa. FL 3360 I 
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JOSEPH A McGLOTHUN, l'.SQUIRE 
VICKI GOROON KAUfM.AN. ESQUIRE 
McWhirter, Reev~. McGiothln1 

Davidson, Rief & BaW 
I 17 Soulh Gadldcn Strcc1 
Ta.llabass«. FL 3230 I 

JOliN ROGER liOWE, ESQUIRE 
Deputy Public Courud 
do Tbt Florida Legislature 
Ill West Mldison Street 
Room 812 
Ta.llabass«. FL 32399- 1400 




