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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re: Petition to initiate 
rulemaking to amend Rule 25-
6.078 , F . A.C ., Schedule of 
Charges, and Rule 25- 6.082 , 
F . A.C. , Records and Reports , by 
Florida Power & Light Company , 
Florida Power Corporation, Tampa 
Electric Company, and Gulf Power 
Company. 

DOCKET NO. 960623- EI 
ORDER NO. PSC- 97-1 00 1-NOR-E I 
ISSUED: August 21, 1997 

The following Commissioners participated in the dispos i t i on of 
this matter: 

JULIA L. JOHNSON , Chairman 
J. TERRY DEASON 
SUSAN F. CLARK 

DIANE K. KIESLING 
JOE GARCIA 

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Florida Publ ic Se r v ice 
Commission , pursuant to Section 120.54, Florida St atute s, ha s 
initiated r ulemaking to amend Rules 25-6.077 , 2 5 - 6 . 078 , and 25-
6.082, Florida Administrative Code , relating to undergrou nd 
r esidential differential tariffs . 

The attached Notice of Rulernaking will appe ar in the August 
29 , 1997 edition of the Florida Administrative Wee kly . 

If timely requested , a hearing will be he l d at the f o l lowing 
t ime and place: 

Florida Public Service Commission 
9 : 30a.m., Fr iday , December 12 , 1997 
Betty Easley Conference Center 
Room 148 , 4075 Esplanade Way 
Tallahassee , Florida 

Written requests for hearing and wri tten c omments o r 
s u ggestions on the rules must be rece ived by the Director , 
Division of Records and Reporting, Florida Public Service 
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Commission , 2540 Shumard Oak Blvd ., Tallahassee , FL 32399-0862 , 
no later than September 19, 1997 . 

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission , this 21st 
day of August, 1997 . 

( S E A L ) 

CTM 

BLANCA S. BAY6, Director 
Division of Records & Reporting 



ORDER NO. PSC-97 - 1001 - NOR-EI 
DOCKET NO . 960623-EI 
PAGE 3 

FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

DOCKET NO. 960623-EI 

RULE TITLE: 

Installation of Underground Distribution 

Systems Within New Subdivision~ 

Schedule of Charges 

Records and Reports 

RULE NO . : 

25 - 6 . 077 

25- 6 . 076 

25- 6 . 082 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of the rule change i s t o reduce 

the annual filing requirements for updates to the unde =g round 

differential tariffs , wit h a resulting decrease in wor kload and 

filing expenses, as well as an increase in rate continuity f o r 

ratepayers , whi le ensuring that significant changes in the 

different ial will be incorporated in t he tariffs in a timely 

manner. 

SUMMARY : The r evision to Rules 25- 6 . 077 , 25- 6 . 078 and 25 -6. 082 , 

F.A. C. , change the requirement for investor-owned electric 

utilities to file annual updates t o the unde r g round r esidential 

distribution tariffs. A full filing is required once every three 

years, provided that an abbreviated fili ng made every year shows 

that the existing tariff would not change by mo re tha n 10 

percent. The proposed changes also incorporate by reference Form 

PSC/EAG 13, which is used to file updates to the tariffs . 
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Any person who wishes t o provide information regarding the 

s t atement of estimated regulatory costs, or to provide a proposal 

for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing 

within 21 days of this notice. 

SPECIFIC AUTHORITY: 366 . 04 (2) (f), 366 . 05 (1) , FS . 

LAW IMPLEMENTED : 366 . 03, 366 . 04 (6) , 366 . 041(1) (4) , 366.05(1) , 

3 6 6. 0 6 (1) I 3 6 6 . 0 4 ( 2) (f) ' FS . 

WRITTEN COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS ON THE PROPOSED RULE MAY BE 

SUBMITTED TO THE FPSC, DIVISION OF RECORDS AND REPORTING , WITHIN 

21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTI CE FOR INCLUSION IN THE RECORD OF 

THE PROCEEDING. 

HEARING: IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE , 

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE TIME, DATE , AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW : 

TIME AND DATE : 9:30A . M., December 12 , 1997 

PLACE: Room 148 , Betty Easley Conference Center , 4075 Esplanade 

Way, Tallahassee , Florida. 

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THESE PROPOSED RULES IS : 

Director of Appeals , Florida Public Service Commiss i on , 2540 

Shumard Oak Blvd., Tallahasse e , Florida 32399- 0862 . 

THE FULL TEXT OF THESE PROPOSED RULES ARE: 

25-6.077 Installation of Underground Distribution System~ 

Within New Subdivision~. 
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(1) When required. After acceptance by the utility of a 

proper application the utility shall defi ne the geographical a r ea 

described and entailed by said application a " Designated 

Underground Area. " The utility shall design and instal l a 

suitable underground electric dist ribution system wi th sufficient 

capacity and suitable materials whi c h , in its judgment , will 

assure that t he applicant will receive reasonably safe and 

adequate electric service for the r easonably foreseeable future . 

(2) Facilities required to be underground . 

(a) All service , secondary, and primary distribution 

conductors with the possible exceptio n of f eeder mains shall be 

underground. Appurtenances such as transformers , pedestal mounted 

terminals , switching equipment, and meter cabinets may be placed 

above ground at the discretion o f the util it y . 

(b) At the option of the applicant and subject t o 

requirements of governmental authorities and Rule 25 - 6 . 078 , new 

feeder mains or portions thereof required to supply service 

within the subdivision , supply location di s tribution, or t o serve 

spot loads may be either overhead or underground . 

(3) Service connection. The service connection to the 

building will normally be at or near the part of the building 

nearest the point at which the underground s econda ry electric 

supply is available to the property to be served . If the service 
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connection point selected on any building requires t he 

installation of a service lateral in exce s s of seven t y f i ve (75t 

feet, then the applicant ma y be r e qu i red t o pa y f o r the se r vice 

lateral and installation in excess of seventy five (7 5t feet in 

accordance wit h the utility's tariff r u les a nd r e gulations on 

file with the Commission ; except a s prov i ded u nd e r Ru l e 

25-6.0781Ql+5+ herein. 

Specific Authority: 366. 05( 1 ) , FS . 

Law Implemented: 366 . 03 , 366 . 04 (6}, 366 . 0 41(1) ( 4}, 366 . 05( 1 ) , 

366.06(1), FS. 

History: New 4-10-71, Amended 4-1 3 - 80 , 2 -12 - 8 4, f o r merly 25- 6 . 7 7L 

Amended 

25-6 . 078 Schedule of Charges. 

(1) Each utility shall file with the Commission within 60 

days ef the applicability ef this rule a wr i tten poli c y that 

shall become a part of the utility ' s t ariff r u l es and 

regula tions. Such policy shall be s ub j e c t t o review a nd a p p r ova l 

of the Commission and shall include an Estima t e d Ave r a g e Cost 

Differential, if any, and shall state indicate the basi s upon 

which the utility will provide unde rground servi c e and i ts method 

for recovering the difference in cos t of an u n de rg round system 

and an equivalent overhead system from the applica nt at the time 

service is extended. The charges t o the appl i c an t sha ll be not 
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more than the estimated difference in cost of an underground 

system and an equivalent overhead system . 

(2) On or before October 15th of each year each utility 

shall file with the Commission 's Division of Electric and Gas 

Form PSC/EAG 13, Schedule 1, using current material and l abor 

costs. If the cost differential as calculated in Schedu1~ 1 

varies from the Commission-approved different ial by p lus or minus 

10 percent or more, the utility shall file a written po licy and 

supporting data and analyses as prescribed in sections (1) , (3) , 

and (4) of this rule on or before April 1 of the following year ; 

however , each utility shall file a written policy and suppo rting 

data and analyses at least once every three years . 

lll Differences in operating and maintenance costs 

between underground and overhead systems , if any , may be taken 

into consideration in determining the overall Estimated Average 

Cost Differential . 

Jil~ Detailed supporting data and analyses study results 

used to determine the Estimated Ave rage Cost Differential for 

underground and overhead distribution systems shall be 

concurrently filed by the utility with the Commission and shall 

be updated aftftually using cost data developed from the most 

recent 12=month period. The utility shall r ecord these data and 

analyses on Form PSC/EAG 13 I ) . Form PSC/EAG 13 , entitled 
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"Overhead/Underground Residential Differential Cost Data " is 

incorporated by reference into this r ule and may be obtained from 

the Division of Electric and Gas , 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard , 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-08 50 , 850/41 3- 6700 . 

121+4+ Subject te tRe previsie Rs ef Rule 25 6.079 (a ) , 

~~ervice for a new multiple-occupancy building shall be 

constructed underground within the property to be served to the 

point of delivery at or near the building by the utility at no 

charge to the applicant, provid e d the utility is free to 

construct its service extension or extensions in the most 

economical manner. 

J&l+5+ The metRed ef recovery~ of the cost differen tial as 

filed by the utility and approved by the Commission may not be 

waived or refunded unless it is mutually agreed by the applicant 

and the utility that the applicant will perform certain work as 

defined in the utility's tariff de all ef tRe treReRiRg aRd 

baekfilliflg, in which case the applicant shall rec eive a credit~ 

per treReR feet fer eaeR feet ef treneRiRg and baekfilliRg 

previded by Rim iR aeeerdaRee witR previsieRs Provision for the 

credit shall be set forth in the utility's tariff rules and 

regulations , and shall sueR credit te be no more i n amount than 

the total charges applicable. 
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lll+6t The difference in cost as determined by the utility 

in accordance with its tari ff shall be based on rea9onabl y full 

use of the subdivision for building lots or multiple- occupancy 

buildings. If any given subdivision is designe d t o include large 

open areas, the utility or the applicant may refer the matter t o 

the Commission for a special filing as p rov ided under Rule 

25-6.083. 

~++t The utility shall not be obligated to install any 

facilities within a subdivision until satisfactory arrangements 

for the construction of facilities and payment of applicable 

charges , if any, have been completed between the applicant and 

the utility by written agreement . A standard agreement form shall 

be f iled with the company's tariff. 

121+&+ Nothing herein contained shall be const r ued to 

prevent any utility from assuming all cost differential of 

providing underground distribution systems, pro vide d, ho wever , 

that such assumed cost differential shall not be cha rgeable t o 

the general body of rate payers, and any such policy adopt e d by a 

utility shall have uniform application throughout its s e rvi ce 

area. 

Speci fic Authority: 366.04(2) (f) 1 366.05(1) , FS. 

Law Implemented: 366 . 03, 366 . 041 ( 1) (4) I 366 . 06(1) ~ FS . 
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History: New 4 - 10- 71 , Amended 4- 13-80, 2 -12- 84, fo r merly 25 -6.7 8L 

Amended 

25- 6.082 REcords and Reports. 

(1) To insure the development a nd availabi lity of 

appropriate data necessary to satisfy t he aftnual repo r ting 

requirements of Rule 25-6.078~ herein , each utility shall w±±± 

Uftde~take to establish aftd maintain separate records or 

sub- accounts for underground distr ibution construction , ope ration 

and maintenance costs. 

(2) Records shall also be mainta ined of experienced results 

obtained in the use of joint trenching , in suc h manner and detail 

as will afford an opportunity to evaluate the economies available 

using this practice . 

Specific Authority: 366.04 (2) (f) I 366. 05 ( 1 ) , fS . 

Law Implemented: 366 . 03 , 366.04 (2) (a) (f) I fS . 

History: New 4- 10-71, formerly 25-6.82L~ ~Am~e~n~d~e~d~----------

NAME Of PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULES: Davi d Wheeler 

NAME Of SUPERVISOR OR PERSONS WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULES : 

f lorida Public Service Commission. 

DATE PROPOSED RULES APPROVED: August 18, 1 997 

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLIS HED IN rAW: 

July 12, 1996 
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If any person decides to appeal any decision of the Commission 

with respect to any matter considered at the rulemaking hearing , 

if held, a record of the hearing is necessary . The appellant must 

ensure that a verbatim record, including test imony and evidence 

forming the basis of the appeal is made . The Commission usually 

makes a verbatim r ecord of rulemaking hearings . 

Any person requir ing s ome accommodation at this hearing because 

of a physical impairment should call the Division of Records and 

Reporting at (850 ) 413-677 0 at least five calendar days prior to 

the hearing. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please 

contact the Florida Public Service Commission using t he Florida 

Relay Service, which can b e reached at : 1 - 800- 955- 8771 (TOO) . 
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