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CASB BACXQRO!JND 

• Preferred Telecom, Inc. (Preferred Telecom! obtained Flo rida 
Public Service CO<Ill'llieeion lnterexch11nge Telecor llun lcatl o ns 
certificate number 4 371 on February ), 1996 . 

• On June 3, 1997, the Division of 1\dmin!stratlo n mailed a 
certi fied letter to the address ltated in the Master 
Commission Directory informing Proforred Telecom thal it wao 
delinquent on ita regulatory IIB&eeament tees !or the ye01 
1996 . The letter waa signed tor 11nd received, but to date, n o 
raoponao haa been received by utaff (Attachment A, Pege Sl . 

• Aa of August 19, 1997, tho delinquent regulatory aooeuomenl 
fooa for 1996, along with atacucory ~nalt ieo and intereo l 
c h11rgea, have not been submitted by Preferred Telecom. 
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• 
DOCKET NO. 970979-TI 
DATE: August 28, 1997 

• 
QISCQSS I OH OF I SSUES 

ISSQB 1: Should the CO<NDiaaion impose a $500 f! no or cance 1 

Pref erred Telecom• s Interexchange Telec01!1111Unications Cert i! icate 
No . 4371 for apparent violat ion o f Rule 25-4.0161, Flor1da 
Administrative Code, Regulatory Assessment Fees? 

R&OOMMKNDATIQH: Yes. The C~ieaion ehould impos e o $500 fine o r 
cancel the company• a certificat e if t he fine a nd tht: regulatory 
aosesoment feea, including s t a t u tory penalties and interest, are 
not received by the Commission within 5 business days after the 
conclusion o f t he 21 day p rotest period. The fine should be pa id 
to the Flor ida Public Service Commioaion a.nd forwarded to the 
Office of the Comptroller for deposit in the State General Revenue 
Fund pursuant to Section 364 . :18 5 ( 1) , Florida Statutes . If the 
Commission's Or der is not protest ed and the fine and the rc3Ulatory 
assessment foes , including statu tory penal ties and interest, are 
not recei ved , certifica te number 4371 should be canceled. 
(Biegalski ) 

STAF'P ANALYSIS : Rule 25-4 .0161, Florida Administrative Code, 
requires the payment of regulatory assessment fees by January 30 o( 

the subsequent year for telecommunicat ions companies, and provides 
for penalties and interest as outlined in Section 350 . 111, Florida 
Statutes, for any de l inquent amounts . 

On July 29, 1997 , s tat! learned that Preferred Telecom had not 
submitted the regulatory aasesoment feeo for tho year 1996, along 
with statutory penalties and interest chargee . Therefore, t:he 
company has failed t o comply with Rule 25-4.0161, Florida 
Administrative Code. 

Accordingly, staff recommends that the Commission assess a 
$500 fine for failure to comply with Commission rules or cancel 
certificate number 4 371 if the fine and the regulatory aooeooment 
fees, along with otatutory penaltiee and interest, arc not pa1d 
within t:he specified time. 
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DOCKET NO. 970979-TI 
DATE: August 28, 1997 
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• 
ISSQB 2: Should the Commission order all certificated lnterexchange 
companiea(IXCol to discontinue providing lnterexchange 
telecommunications service to Preferred Telecom pursuant to Rule 
25·24 . 4701(3), Florida Administrative Code, if certificate number 
4371 is canceled? 

BECOHMBNDATIQN: Yea. Pursuant to Rule 25·24.4701 (3), Florida 
Adminiotrativa Code, the Commiasion should order all certificated 
interexchange companies to discontinue providing i nterexchango 
telecommunications service to Preferred Telecom if Preferred 
Telecom's certificate is canceled at the conclusion of the proteot 
period for failure to submit the delinquent regulatory aooesament 
fees, and pay the fines aa required in Issue 1. The Order should 
state thac any IXC providing service to Preferred Telecom must 
contact che Commission at che conclusion of the proceat period as 
oet forth in the Order to determine whether the certificate has 
been canceled. (Biegalskil 

STAFF ABl\LXSIS: Rule 25 ·24 . 4701 (3). Florida Adminiotrative Code, 
otatea in part: 

(3) The Commission, upon making a 
determination that a customer of an 
interexchange company i s unlawfully reselling 
or rebilling incrastate interexchange service 
may ioaue an order that directo the customer 
to cease and dooist reselling or rebilling 
ouch service and oimultaneoualy directs the 
1ntere>:change company to discontinue providing 
ouch oervice co such customer and/or to cease 
providing service to auch customer at 
additional locationa wi thin Florida, provided 
that ouch diocontinuance or limitation o! 
service is technically feaoible within the 
context of exioting facilities and techno•ogy. 

If Preferred Telecom•o certificate is canceled, ony intrastate 
interexchange service offered by PreCerred Telecom would ~ i n 
violation of Rule 25·24.4701(3) , Florida Adminiotrath •. Code. 
Since the Commiosion cannot readily identify which IXC provideo 
service t.o Preferred Tolec:om. the Comm.ies i on should o rder all 
certi (icated IXCs t o diocontinue service to Preferred Telecom if 
Preferr ed Telecom fails to comply with the terms of the 
Commiosion•o order resulting from these recommendations . The Order 
ohn" ld otate that any IXC providing oervice to Preferred Telecom 
must contact tho Commission at the conclusion of the pro test period 
ao oet forth in the Order to determine whether the ccrt if icate has 
been canceled. 

) 



• 
DOCKET NO. 970979- TI 
DATE: August 28, 1997 

ISSQB 3: Should thio docket be closed? 

• 
RBCOtfHENDI\TIQH: If no person whose substontial inter-ests a::-.: 
affected files a protest within 21 days of the issuance date of th<: 
Order, the Order will become final. Opon payment of the fines and 
fees, or cancellation of the certificate, this docket should be 
closed . (Bowman, Pefta) 

STAPP ANALXBIS: If the COmmission adopto staff's recommendation in 
Iooue 1, then Preferred Telecom will havu 21 days from the ioouance 
date of the Order to file a tiaely protest to the Commission• o 
Proposed Agency Action. If no protest is filed , the docket ohould 
be closed upon payment of the fines and fees, or upon cancellat ion 
of the certificate. 
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