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State of Florida. 
-M-E-M-0-R-A-N-J)..U-M-

DATE: October 2, 1997 

• 

TO: Ms. Blanca Bayo. Direcoor- Records &. Reporting / 
FROM: Phil Trubelhom, Eoaineer. CMU- Service Evaluation f~ 
RE: Doc'kct lfl0814-oTL File 

1. Please add the attllcbcd letter~ &om Mr. R. L. Caleen, Jr. and Mr. Lawrence W. Huntsman to 
the N9S08 t 4 • TL Docket File. 

2. Please add the foUowina parties to the Docket's mailing list: 

Mr. Lawrence W. Huntsman 
P. O.Box 175 
Panacea, PL 32346 

Mr. R. L. Calee~ Jr. 
3048 Godfrey Place 
Tallahassee, FL 32308. 

Thanks. 
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Phn Trubelhom 

&wrenee W. Huntsmen 
P.O. 8ox 175 

Ponecee, Fl32346 
850 697-4721 

Divis1on of Communications 
Florida Publtc service Commtsston 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevenl 
Tellehassee, Fl32399-0866 

RE: Docket NO: 950814-Tl 

Dear Mr. Trubelhom; 

25 September 1997 

RleEIVED 
lilt l 0 \997 

CMU 

I em along t1me (twenty-three year) restdent of Dog Is lend end e customer 
of the ce11u1er phone service provided by St. Joseph TeJecommuntcetions 
Company. like en my friends here 1 have nothtng but pretse for the quality 
of serv1ce they provide. Thank you for sending e copy of your memorandum 
dated 28 August 1997. I reed it wtth great Interest and em astonished at 
many of the statements it contains end the conclusion tt reaches. I wm 
confine my comments to issues that con be confirmed by objective factual 
research. 

The Steff nemorendum states that 95 Island residents signed e 
petition comp1oining about poor cellular service end requesting e fiber 
optic cable system instead. Tbe feet Is only 26 of those 95 ere actually 
Drvoerty owners, much Jess rest dents. It appears one enterpr1sjng 
individual signed three Umesl 

Tbe Steff nemorendum states there ere 96 restdenUol end two 
business subscnbers on Dog lsJend. Tbe Fact Ia there ere currently 127 
homes on Dog fs1ond, 44 of them, for whatever reason, have chosen nn to 
hove phone service. That ts thtrty-ttye oercentlln order to reconcne the 
difference between reported end ectuol restdenttel subscr1ben, I hove 
assumed two hypothesis; first that some tndtviduols have more then one 
cellular service, end second that a number of property owners hove 
cellulaf servtce and use tt on their boots stnce they don't hove e cottage. 

The Steff nemorendum mokes numerous mentton of the D'lg Island 
Conservation Dtstr1ct es the enttty responsible for obtatntng r1ght-of-wey 
epprovo1. Tbe Feet Ia that statement ts totonv untrue! The owner of the 
rood r1ght-of-woy ts The NatW'I Conservancy. They own two-thtn2s 



of the Is lend end matnt. it es e wUdemess presene. T4el is 
habttat preseneuon end metntenance of spectes dtvers1ty. The proposed 
trenching and bulldozing of TNC rlght-of-weys 1s tntmtcel to such goels. 
More then seven otm of virgin habitat wtn be lost tn such e proJect. 

Tbe Steff ...,..,...... ... cletms beaming signals ocross the boy end 
dtstrlbuUng them eround the Island vie e combtneUon of eddtUonel 
ethereal stgnels end burled copper ceb1e wtn provtde better serYtce. The 
Feet Is such a eystem wnl result 1n e merted degodgUpn of serYice. The 
power system (flor1de Power) hen never bes been nor ever wnl be 
conunuous. During the frequent storm eYtnts power may be lost for hours 
or up to two weekset e Ume. Under the proposed system we would be 
depnved of telephOne sevtce. With the curnnt system ell we heve to do 1s 
connect our cellular phone to e 12 volt battery. It ts the QDIU 11r:xtce 
Ulob)l during the tnevtteb1e naturel dtsestert whtch regularly occur here. 
Despite frequent steff cletms to the contrery, Dog Is lend ts om. e suburb of 
Cerroblle end never wtn be. 

For now I win rest my cese. Please see my letter of 22 October 1996 to 
PSC Chetrmen Sueen Clone for eddtttonolenolyets concemtng phone serYJCe 
end Dog Island (copy enclosed). I em left wtth the Yery strong tmpresston 
thet questionable dectstons mode by the steff of PSC some years ego r" 
dr1ving this project. Am I wrong? 

1 om not convinced this is the proper Ume to invoke 25-22.029 FAC or 
25-22.036 FAC, but tf tssues concerning Dog ts1end cannot be resolve~, I of 
course must cons1 der doing so. 

cc: Susan Clerk, PSC 
Jore Young, TNC 
Rick Studenmund, TNC 
Guy Smtth. BIT 
Unda Bordelon, St. Joe 

l=~-4J:!- --
Lawrence w. Huntsmen 
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a Lewreace W. Huntsmen 
• P.O. Bo)( 175 

Susan F. Clone, Choirmon 

Ponoceo, Fl 32346 
904 697-4721 

Flondo Publtc Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevord 
Tollahossee, Fl 32399-0850 

RE: DOCKET NO. 950614-Tl 

Dear Chairmen Clart; 

22 October 1996 

I om o long Ume (twenty-two year) resident of Dog Island and o customer 
of the cellulor phone service prov1ded by St. Joseph Telecommumcot 1ons 
Compan~ . ltke ol1 of my neighbors I hove nothing but pre1se for the Q•Jolity 
of the service they provtde compared to the old ·stendonr cellular St»rv1ce 
we used previously. Lost week I received o copy of the obove referenLed 
docket end reed tt wtth interest. I em astonished at meny of the 
statements it contains end the conclusion 1t reaches. 1 wm confine my 
comments about the docket to only two tssues· 

First, your steff calculated a potenUel of 410 subscribers at u1timote 
bulld out on the tslond. This ftgure wos derived from o reel estate broc 1ure 
thot was itself bosed one mop drown tn the 1950's. The figure thus 
derived is woefully out of dote. Review of more current dote (8~mcqutttLS, 
ltd., 1966) show thot 116 lots ore owned by The Nature Conservancy one' 
wtll not be developed. Study of e report on histone shoreline movement 
rates on Dog Island (Chompton, 1996) conhrms the everoge eros1on rote on 
the tslond to be eight to ten feet o yeor. ftfty-three lots ore currently 1of-t 
to the see. An oddtUonal forty connot be butlt upon, bnnging the grond 
total jn 1996 to oround two hundred butldoble lots. A projection for ten 
years into the future bosed on the well documented erosion retes Indicate 
on oddiUonol forty to ftfty lots wnl be lost. Thus the most reoltstlc 
assessment 1s that ot moxtmum build out there wm only be the potential 
or some ISO to 160 homes on Dog Island. Which 1s merely o small tncrease 
from the current number. 

Second, your staff has not reseorched the provtstons of Chepter 253, F.S 
end 1t's ~·es Jltant rule, Chapter 18-21, F.A.C., concerning the use of state 
e~':'P.f~ign submerged lends. In 1992 Chapter 16-21 wes omended by the 
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Governor and Cebtne.ttng as the Trustees of the tnte.tlmprovement 
Trust fund. They unanimously approved mek1ng it illegal to place odditionol 
public uttlittes wh1ch requfred the use of sovereign state submerged lends 
to unbridged end undeveloped berner tat ends tn Florida. 

Dog island is included tn thts category. In fact, when o lobbyist foro 
development tnterest on the tstond asked for Dog Island to be excluded 
rrom the provtstons of thts rule, Governor Chttes responded by soytng he 
hod owned property hire and felt, oe o pub11c offtctot charged wtth the 
protection of environmentally senstUve lends, thet the amendments were 
appropriate, proper, end tong overdue. He end the Cabinet showed pohucot 
courage that dey. Your steff was epparenUy unowore of these provtstons 
when tt prepared o recommendation requtnng St. Joseph to place o 
submerged phone Hne to Dog JsJond. Th1s issue rotses the interesting 
questton of how the Public Service Commission con requtre on oct1on 
which the Governor end Cabinet hos mode ttlegol. 

To the best of my knowledge the only ectton that needs to be token by St. 
Joseph 1s for them to renegottote the rete they ere being charged for oJr 
time by their cellular provider. The service they provtde ts just fine, it is 
just cosUng them too much to provide it. Surely that makes much more 
sense then forcing them to construct expensive infrastructure to provtde 
for on orguobte need tn on environmentally sensitive oreo. 

cc Governor Lewton Chttes 
Honorable Marjorie Turnbull 
Ms Lynde N. Bordelon, St. Joe 
Mrs. Joro Young, TNC 
Mr. Guy l. Smtth IV, BIT 
Mr. Jomes Strong, PSC 

Sincerely, 

lawrence W Huntsmen 



~· !Ctlveo •. ,, ,, 

Phil Trubelhom., Engineer 
Division of Communic:a.tions 
Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd. 
Tallahassee. FL 32399..0850 

~lJ 

Sep~ember 26. 1997 

• 
. : 

RE: Dog Island Telephone Service~ Proposed PSC Aaion, September 9, 1997 Agenda 

Dear Mr. Trubelbom: 

As you may recall, I called one day t&l. tbe Public Service Commission approved your staff 
recommeoda!ioa to replace the existing cellul&r telephone service 10 Dos Island with a system which 
includes the laying of bard land-lines over most of the Island. 1. and others, learned of the 
Com.mi5sion action aftc:t..tbo..ft&;; by local radio aooouncement the day after the Commission meeting. 

When the issue of telephone service for Dog Island was last before the Commission in 
September 1996, I and othen called and wrote 10 tbe staff and Commisaion. We expreased our views 
and ooncems about poteatiaJ adverse impacts on the pristine environment of this barrier island and 
the desire of mtny lalanden to praerve its rustic n&IU.re. The Commiuion action, ultimately taken, 
approved a c:ellular-bued telephone service which required no oonatruction activity yet provided 
telephone service, at reuonable oost. to thole wbo wished it. 

The placement of this item on the 5cc*mber 9tb Comm.isaion a.geoda wu knoWD onJ y to the 
telephone company and the few lllaoden wbo had concluded 1hat tbe present syJICm wu in.adequate 
to meet their needs and were trying to replau it with somedti.Dg else. 

In short, the Commi .. ion and ita 1t.aff took action and approved a proposed replacement 
pbone aystem for Dos Island without~ ocbcn, in any mea.ningful way, wbo miabt lake a view 
contrary 10 the statr s or voice serious oonc::an~ which have not been addteaaed. To the frustration 
and -iiaappointmeot of many, it appears 1hat 1hia item, whether intentional or not. wu pUled by the 
Commwion without adequ11e debau or 1a1.1tiny. 



Phil Trubethom, Engineer 
September 26, 1997 
Pagc2 

I can assure 1hat. as far land my wife are concerned, the existing cel!ular phone service for 
Dog Island has been pafec:dy adequate and we have been pleuod with ill quality, ill reliability, iu 
reasonable cost. and its Jack of impact on the bland's environmast. 

I undcrs1aod that affected pcnom have twf.aly-aae (21) days to pdition for an administrative 
hearing, this period beginning to nm from receipt of the PSC action reduced to a written order 
Please send me a copy of the ordec u 10012 as it ia inued. 

I would appreciue a written response. within ten days with u much detail as possible to the 
foUowing: 

1. What advaace DOtice was giveo oftbe Sepeember 9 agcada item? Why did you or the 
Company fail to notify thoae who bad previously wriuen or called con~g this 
subject? Why did DOt St Joe give DOtice, COil effective &Del pndic:al, by including an 
insert in ill monthly mail out to its Dog bland cu.atomm? 

2. Your proposed replacement for tbe emting pbonc acrvice would •"'~'lire construction 
activities on tbe Ialaod &Del tbe alteration of its eovitomneot. but your proposal leaves 
much unsaid or DOHpecifie. So please, before the proposed action beoomcs fm.al and 
too late to affect. addras the following: 

(i) What iJ the Cl"i' locorion where any proposed microwave towers wilt be 
placed on the bland? How high will they be (please be precise, not 
estimaaa)? How wiU they be lit at nisht? 

(ii) Why must be the land linea be buried, with the associa!ed environmental 
impaas, talber than simply strung along the c:x.isting powers poles? If they 
must be buried, wby DOt abo bury the power lines, which arc frequently 
impa.cted by storm winda &Del lishtcning'? 

(Ui) If burying land lines it ablofutdy nec:eas.uy. wtw is the width and depth of the 
treD<:b and bow will it be dua in a way dw minimiza eovironmast&l impact? 

l would apprecia&e you coordinatin,g your wriuen rapoase with St Joe to tJw it is something 
aU e-m depend on. I will promptly share your response with other interested islanders. 



• 
Phil Trubelhom. Engineer 
September 26, 1997 
Pagel 

Thank you ap.in for your usistance. 

xc: Susan F. Clark, Chairman 
Commissioner J. Teny Deason 
Commissioner Joe Garcia 
Commissioner Diane K. Kiesling 
Commissioner Julia L. Jolmson 

Sincerely, 

R;;:ae~ 
R. L. Caleen, Jr. 
3048 Godfrey Place 
Tallab.usee, FL 32308 

St. Joseph Telephone & Telegraph Company 

RLC:kj 




