
TO: 

• • 
Ta::.-otL , ~u ;' 
Vanrtiver:~ r\ 

FLORIDA PUBLIC SKRVICR COMMISSION 
Capital Circle Office Center • 2540 Shumard Oak 

Tallahaosee, Ploridn 32399 - 0850 

October 23, 1997 

Boulevard 

Rr--,-, ._ ...... 

... _ ''-tAJ·, 
(BAYO) ... , 'J 

PROM: 

DIRECTOR, DIVISION OP RECORDS AND REPORTING 

DIVISION OP COMMUNICATIONS (BIBGALSKJ) ~ h'~--

RE: 

DIVISION Ol' ADHINISTRA'l'ION (LAKE) • ' 

DIVISION OP LEGAL SERVICES (K. PRAA) ~ fl'l-0 

DOC~ NO . e70176-TI - CANCELLATION BY ?LORIDA PUBLIC 
SRRVICR COfoO(ISSION OP INTBREXCHANGB TBLBCOHMUNICJ\TlONS 
CBRTIPICATR NO. 4685 ISSOBO 'i'O UNIVERSAL TI'!LBCOM, INC . 

?OR VIOLATION OP RULB 25 - 4 .0161, PI,ORIDA ADMINIS7RATIVE 

CODB, RBGULATORY ASSBSSHBNT PBBS. 

AGIDIDA: 11/04/97 REGULAR AGENDA - PROPOSED AGENCY ACTION · 
INTRRBSTBD PERSONS MAY PARTICIPATE 

CRITICAL DATBS: NONB 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: S:PSC/CMU/WP/970076Tl.ROo4 

• 

• 

Cl\.98 BACKGROUND 

Unl.versal Telecom, Inc. 
Service Commission 
c ertificate number 4 685 

(Universal ) obtained Flor1da Publ1 c 
Interexchange Telecommunications 

on August 7, 1996. 

On July 14, 1997 a letter was rece1ved by the DlVlOl0 :1 o ! 

Communications requesting cance lla tion of Ur11 versa 1 · s 

certificate. 

• On August 21, 19Q7, otaff mailed a certl{ \ ed letter 1nform1ng 

Un1versal that the request for cancellation c o u l d n o t bt• 

granted until the delinquent regulator/ aosessment fees f o r 

1996, includ1ng statutory penalties and lnterest, were paid . 

• On ~eptember 19, 1997, Uni versol contacted eta f f and stated 

their lntentions to pay the del i nquent regulatory assessm~nt 
!ees for 1996, along with the otatutory penaltiPII and 
1nterest . 
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• 
DOCKET NO. 970876-TI 
DATE: October 23, 1997 

• 
• As of October 3, 1997, the del ~nquent regulatory asses.:~ment 

fees for 1996, along with statutory penaltieS dnd Interest, 
nave not be en submitted. 

QISCQSSION OP ISSQES 

ISSUE 1 : Should the Cor.~~nission impose a S~OO fine o r cancel 
Universal's Inte rexchange 'lelecommunications Certificate No. 4685 
for apparent violat~on of Rule 2~ - 4 .0161, Flonda Adm1n1otrauve 
Code, Regulatory Assess ment Fees? 

BBCOMKENPATION: Yes. The Commission should impose a $500 f1ne o r 
cancel the company's ce rtificate if the fine and the ~egu l atory 

assessment f ees, i ncluding statutory penalties a nd Interest, a re 
not received by t he Commission within 5 business days after the 
conclusion o f the 21 day p r otest period. The fine should be pa id 
to the Fl orida Public Service Commission and forwarded : o the 
Office o f the Comptr oller fo r deposit i n the State General Revenue 
Fund pursuant to Section 364.28~(1}, Florida Stat.ut.co If the 
CoiMlissi.on ' s Order is not protested and the fine and t.1e regulatory 
assessment fees, including statutory penalt1es and Interest, are 
not received, certificate number 46~~ should b~ canceled. 
(Biegalski) 

STAPP ANALYSI S: Rule 2~-4 .0 161, Flonda Adm1nistrauve \ode, 
requires the payment of regulatory assessment fees by January 30 of 
the subsequent year for telecommu~ica:1ons companies, and prov1des 
!or penalties and int e r est as outlined in Section 350.113. Florida 
Statutes, for any delinquent amo·~nts. 

Ao of October 3, 1997, Universal had not submitted the 
re~latory assessment f ees for the year 1996, along wi th statutory 
penalties a nd i nterest charges. Therefore, the company haa failed 
t o comply with Rule 25- 4 .0161, Florida Administrative Code 

Accordingly , staff recommends that the Commiss1on assess a 
SSOO fine for failure to comply with Comm1ssion rules or cancel 
cert\ficate number 4685 if the fine and the regulatory assessment. 
fees, along with statutory penal•J.es and 1ntereat, are not paJ.d 
within the specified time. 
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• • 
DOCKET NO. 970876-TI 
DATE: October 23, 1997 

ISSUK 2: Should the 
companies (IXCs) 
telecommunications 
24.4701(3), Florida 
l.S canceled? 

Convnission order all certif1cated 1.nterexchange 
to discont1nue providing interexchange 

service to Universal pursuant to Rule 2S· 
Administrative Code , if certi!1cate number 4685 

&EOOHMBHDATION: Yes. Pursuant to Rule 25 · 24.4701{3). Flor1da 
Administrative Code, the Commiosion should order all certif~cated 
interexchange companies to discontl.nue providing interexchange 
telecommun1cations service to Universal if Universal's cert1ficate 
1s canceled at the conclusion of the protest per1od for fa1lure to 
submit the delinquent tegulatory assessment fees, and pay the !1nes 
as requ1.red in Issue l. The Order should ocate that any !XC 
providing service to Universal must contact the Comm1saion at the 
conclusion of the protest period as set forth in the Order to 
determine whether the certificate has been canceled. (Bi egalski) 

STAff AHALXSIS: Rule 25 -24.4701 ( 31. Florida Adminlstrauvc Code. 
states in part: 

(3) The Commission. upon making a 
determination that a customer of an 
interexchange company is unlawfully re~elling 
or rebilling intrastate interexchange serv1ce 
may issue an order that directs the customer 
to cease and desist resell1ng o r reb1ll1ng 
such service and simultaneously d1recta the 
l.nterexcha.nge company to discont1nue prov1d1ng 
such service t~ such customer and/or to cease 
providing service to such customer at 
additional locations within Flor1da, prov1.den 
that such discor.t inuance or 1 i mi tat ion of 
service is techrlically feasible withln th~ 

context of existing facilit1es and technology. 

If Universal's certl.ficate is canceled, any 1ntraotate 
interexcha.nge service offered by Universal would be in violati on o f 
Rule 25-24 . 4701(3). Florida Administrative Code . Sine~ the 
Commission cannot readily identify which lXC provides serv1~e to 
Universal, the Commissl.on should order all certlfica ted IXC11 to 
d1.scont1nue service to Universal if Uuiversal fails to comply wtth 
the terms of the Comml.ssl.on • s order result 1ng from t h .. ue 
recommendations . The Order st.ould state thlll any !XC ptov1d1ng 
service to Universal muot contact tht- Commission at the conc lus1on 
of the protest period as set fot·th in the Ortier to determ1ne 
whether the certlficate has been ~anceled. 
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• 
DOCKET NO . 970876-TI 
DATE: October 23, 1997 

ISSUE 3 : Should this docket be closed? 

• 
BBCOHHBNDATION: If no person whose substantial interest.s are 
affected files a protest within 21 days of the 1ssuance date of the 
Order, the Order will become final. Upon payment o f the f inea and 
fees, or cancellation of the certificate , this docket should be 
closed. (lt. Peftal 

STAPf AHl\LXSIS: If the Coomisston adopts stai'f's recoomendatior. in 
Issue 1, then Universal will have 21 days from the issuance date of 
the Order to file a timely protest to the Commission's Proposed 
Agency Action. If no protest is filed. the docket should be closed 
upon payment of the fines and fees. or upon cancellation o f the 
certificate. 
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