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January 15, 1998

Ms. Blanca S. Bayo, Director
Division of Records & Reporting
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850

Re. Dockst No

GTE SERVICE CORPORATION

(e Taimpa City Center

201 North Frankiin Street {33602
Post Othee Box 110, FLTCOOO7
[ampa, Hlomda 3360 0110

H13 an3 2606

H13 204-8870 (Facsimile)

Sx00 8/ -7 F

Petition for Approval of Interconnection Agqrectne it

Dear Ms Bayo:

Piease find enc..sed for fiing an onginal and five copnes of GIE Flonda Incorporated’s
Petition for Approval of Interconnection Agreement with PrimeCo Personal
Communications, L P Service has been made as indicated on the Certificate of
Service. If there are any questions regarding this matter please contact me at (813)

483-2617
Very truly yours,

YN

6,,, Kimberly Caswell

K tas
Enclosures

A part of GTE Corporation
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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In re: Petition for Approval of Interconnection ) Docket No <7 7« 3/ - rt
Agreement between GTE Flonda incorporated ) Filed January 15, 1998

and PrimeCo Personal Communications. L P )

)

PETITION OF GTE FLORIDA INCORPORATED
FOR APPROVAL OF INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT WITH

PRIMECO PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS, L.P.

GTE Flonda Incorporated (GTEFL) files this pehtion before the Flofnida Public

Service Commussion seekung approval of an interconnection agreement which GTEFL has
entered with PrimeCo Personal Communications { P (PrimeCo) PrmeCo s 2 CMRS
provider of two-way wireless telecommunications service i the state of Fionda in support
of this petition, GTEFL states

1 The United States Congress recently passed legislaion amending the
Communications Act of 1934 This act, referred to as the Telecommunications Act of
1996, requires that any “interconnection agreement adopted by negotiation or arbitration
shaill be submitted for appruval to the State commission  Telecommumications Ac, of
1996, §252(e}

2. Under the federal act, interconnection agreements can be rejected by the
state comumission only if the commssion finds that the agreement (ar any portion thereof)
discriminates against a telecommunications carner not a party tu the agreement of 1if the
implementation of that agreement 1s not consistent with the: public niterest convenience

and necessity.
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3 The agreement with PrimeCo (attached hereto as Attachment A) does not
discniminate against other similarly situated carniers and 1s also consistent with the public
interest, convenience and necessity As such GTEF | seeks approval of the agreement
from the Commission as required under the federal statutory provisions noted above

WHEREFORE, GTEFL respectfully requesis that the Commission approve the
attached interconnection agreement and that GTEFL be granted all other rehaf proper
under the circumstances.

Respecifully submitted on January 15, 1998

(ol
By ‘Ué”’fufa_)_’vaﬁ_"/u
rly Caswall

Anthony P Gillman

P O Box 110 FLTCO0O?
Tampa Flonda 33601-0110
Telephone No (81 ')y 483-2617

Attorneys for GTE Flonda Incorporated
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of GTE Fionda Incorporated’s Petition For
Approval of Interconnection Agreement with PrimeCc Parsonal Communications, L P
was sent via U.S. mail on January 15, 1998 to

Staff Counsel
Florida Public Service Comimission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Taliahassee, FL 32399-0850

Director - Technology Managemen!
PrimeCo Personal Communications | P
6 Campus Circle
Westlake, TX 76262-8220

VP - External AHairs and General Counsel
PrimeCo Personal Communications L P
6 Campus Circle
Westlake, TX 76262-8220

Lot )E?‘Q(//‘“

‘60" Kimberly Caswall
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INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT
BETWEEN

GTE FLORIDA INCORPORATED
AND

PRIMECO PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS, L.P.

FOR THE STATE OF FLORIDA
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This Interconnection Agreement (the "Agreement”), is entered into by and between GTE Florida
Incorporated, with its address for purposes of this Agreement at 600 Hidden Ridge Drive, Irving,
Texas 75038 ("GTE"), and PrimeCo Personal Communications, 1. P | in its capacity as a CMRS
provider in the provision of two-way wireless telecommunications service ("PrimeCo”), with its
address for this Agreement at 6§ Campus Circle, Westlake, TX 76262-8220

{GTE and PrimeCo being referred to collectively as the "Partics” and individually as a "Party”).
This Agreement covers services in the state of Florida (the "State")

WHEREAS, interconnection between carriers is mecessary and desirable for the mutual e:dnnge
and termination of traffic originating on each camier’s network; and

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to exchange such traffic and related signaling in & technically and
economically efficient manner at defined and mutually agreed upon points of interconnection; and

V/HEREAS, the Parties wish to cnter into an agreement to interconnect their respective
telecommunications networks on terms that are fair and equitable to both Parties; and

WHEREAS, Section 251 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the “Act™) imposes specific
obligations on LECs with respect to the interconnection of their networks, access to their poles,
ducts, conduits and rights-of-way and, in certain cases, physical collocation of equipment in LEC
premises;

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual provisions containct herein and other good
and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which arc herchy acknowledged, GTE
and PrimeCo hereby covenant and agree as follows

ARTICLE |
SCOPE AND INTENT OF AGREEMENT

Pursuant to this Agreement, the Partics will extend certain arrangements to one another within
cach area in which they both operate within the State for purposes of interconnection and the
exchange of traffic between their respective end user customers, and access 1o GTE's poles,
ducts, conduits and rights-of-way. This Agreement also governs the terms and conditions of the
collocation of certain equipment of PrimeCo in the premises of GTE. This Agreement is sn
integrated package that reflects a balancing of interests critical to the Parties This Agreement
will be submitted to the Florida Public Service Commission Commission {the “Commission”), and
the Parties will specifically request that the Commission refrain from 1aking any action 1o modify,
supplement, suspend or otherwise delay implementation of this Agreement For the term of this
Agreement, the Parties shall not advocate before any legislative, regulatory, judicial or other
public forum that any terms of this Agreement between the Parties be modified. suppiemented,
suspended or eliminated. Notwithstanding this mutual commiiment, the Partics agree that their
entrance into this Agreement is without prejudice to any positions they may have taken
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previously, or may take in the future, in any legislative, repulatory. judicial or other public forum
addressing any matters, including matters related (o the same types of arrangements covered in
this Agreement.
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ARTICLE 1]
DEFINITIONS

Except as otherwise specified herein, the following definitions shall apply to all Articles contained
in this Agreement. Additional definitions that are specific to the matters covered in a particular
Article may appear in that Article.

1.1

12

1.3

1.4

1.5

16

1.7

1.9

An “Affilinte” of & Party means a person, corporation or other legal entity that, directly or
indirectly, owns or controls a Party, or is cwned or controlled by, or is under common
ownership or control with a Party. For purposes of this definition, the term “own™ means
to have a majority ownership interest in, or have voting control of a majority of the
ownership interest in, such corporation or other legal entity

" Automatic Number I1dentification” or "ANI" refers to the number transmitted through the
network identifying the calling pany

“Pellcore” means an organization owned jointly by the Bell regional holding companies
and that may in the future be owned partially or totally by other persons, that conducts
research and development projects for its owners, including development of new
telecommunications services. Bellcore also provides cerain centralized technical and
management services for the regional holding companies and also provides generic
requirements for the telecommunications industry for products, services and technologies

“Business Day” shall mean Monday through Friday, cxcept for holidays on which the U §
mail is not delivere

“CLLI codes” means Common Language Location Indentifier Codes

“Common Channel Signaling” or "CCS" means a high-speed specialized packet-switched
communications network that is separate (out-ol-band} from the public packet-switched
and message networks. CCS carries addressed signaling messages for individual trunk
circuits and/or database-related services between Signaling Points in the CCS network

using S87 signaling protocol.
"DS-1 is a digital signal rate of 1.544 Mbps.
"DS-3" is & digital signal rate of 44736 Mbps

“Exchange Message Record” or “EMR” means the standard used fin exchange of

teleccommunications message information among L.ECs for billable, unbillable, sample,
scitlement and study data. EMR format is contained in BR-010-200-010 CRIS Exchange

il-1
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1.12

1.13

1.14

1.15

1.16

1.17

Contract 1D

Message Record, a Bellcore document that defines industry standards for exchange
message records,

*Exchange Service" refers to all basic services for local calling or for access to the long
distance network, or any other services offered 10 end users which provide end users with
a telephonic connection to, and a unique telephone numbers address on, the public
switched telecommunications network (“PSTN™), and which enable such cnd users to
place or receive calls to all other stations on the PSTN

“EIS" or Mwm;g means a service that provides
imerconnecting carriers with the aplbilny to terminaltce basic fiber optic lransmission

facilities, including optical terminating equipment and multiplexers, at GTE's wire centers
and access tandems and interconnect those facilities with the facilities of GTE

Microwave is svailable on a case-by-case basis where feasible
“FCC" means the Federal Communications Commission

“Guide” means the GTE Customer Guide for Establishment of Services - Resale and
Unbundling, which contains GTE's operating procedures for ordering, provisioning,
trouble reporting and repair for resold services and unbundled clemems A copy of the
Guide will be provided to PrimeCo upon request.

“Interconpection” means the phyzical connection of separate picces of equinment,
transmission facilities, etc., within, between and among networks, for the iransmission and
routing of exchange service and saccess to interexchanyce carriers  The architecture of
interconnection may include ¢ 'ocation and/or mid-span mect arrangements

"IXC" or "Interexchange Carrier” means a telecommunications scrvice provider
authorized by the FCC to provide interstate long distance communications services
between LATAs and which is suthorized by the State to provide such Jong distance
communications services within the State.

“[SDN™" or “Integrated Services Digital Network™ means a switched network service
providing end-to-end digital connectivity for the simultancous transmussion of voice and
data.

“ISUP" means a part of the $S7 protocol that defines call setup messages and call
takedown messages.

"Local Exchange Carrier” or "LEC" means any company certificd by the Commission 10
provide local exchange telecommunications service

n-2




1.19

1.20

1.21

1.22

1.23

1.24

1.25

1.26

1.27
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“Local Exchange Routing Guide"” or “LERG"™ means the Bellcore reference customanly
used to identify NPA-NXX routing and homing information

“Local Traffic” for purposes of compensation between the Partics means traflic that is
oniginated bry an end user of one Party and terminates to the end user of the other Pany
within the same MTA (Major Trading Area) and, for GTE-onginated traflic, within the
same LATA, provided that PrimeCo provides service to its end user pursuant to its CMRS
license issued by the FCC.

“MDF" or “Main Distribution Frame™ means the distribution frame used to interconnect
cable pairs and line trunk equipment terminating on & switching system

"Meet-Point Billing™ or “MPRB" refers to an arrangement whereby two local service
providezs (i.¢., the Parties) jointly provide the transport element of a switched access
service 10 one of the local service provider's end office switches or mobile switching
centers (MSCs), with each loca service provider receiving an appropriate share of the
transport element revenues as defined by effective access tarifTs

"MECAB" refers to the Multiple Exchange Carrier Access Billing (“MECAB™) document
prepared by the Billing Committee of the Ordering and Billing Forum (“OBF), which
functions under the auspices of the Camier Liaison Committce (“CLC’) of the Alliance for
Telecommunications Industry Solutions (*ATIS™). The MECAB document, published by
Belicore as Special Report SR-BDS-000983, contains the recommended guidclines for the
billing of an access service provided by two or more LECs, or by one LLEC in two or more
states within a single LATA.

"MECQD" refers to the Aultip.. Exchange Carriers Ordering and Design ("MECOD ™}
Guidelines for Access Services - Industry Support Inferface, a document developed by the
Ordering/Provisioning Committee under the auspices of the OBF, which functions under
the suspices of the CLC of ATIS. The MECOD document, published by Bellcore as
Special Report SR-STS-002643, establishes methods for processing orders for access
service which is to be provided by two or more LECs

“Mid-Span Fiber Mecet” means an Interconnection architecture whercby two carriers’ fiber
tranamission facilities meet at a mutually agreed-upon POI

“NANP" means the "North American Numbering Plan”, the aystem of telepbone
numbering employed in the United States, Canada, and arcas of the Caribbcan that employ
NPA 809, and any revisions thereto.

“NID" or “Network Interface Device” means the point of demarcation between the end

user’s inside wiring and GTE’s facilities.
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"Numbering Plan Ares” or "NPA" is also sometimes referred to as an area code  This is
the three digit indicator which is defined by the A", "B", and "C" digits of each 10-digit
telephone number within the NANP. Each NPA contains 800 possible NXX Codes.
There are two general categories of NPA, "Geographic NPAs™ and "Non-Geographic
NPAs". A Geographic NPA is associated with a defined geographic area, and all
telephone numbers bearing such NPA are associated with services provided within that
geographic area. A Non-Geographic NPA, also known as a "Scrvice Access Code” or

"SAC Code" is typically associated with a specialized telecommunications service which
may be provided across nultiple geographic NPA arcas 800, 900, 700, and 888 arc
examples of Non-Geographic NPAs.

"NXX", “NXX Code”, "Central Office Code™ or "CO Code” is the three digit switch
entity indicator which is defined by the "D", "E", and "F" digits of a 10-digit telephone
number within the NANP. Each NXX Code contains 10,000 station numbers.
Historically, entire NXX code blocks have been assigned 10 specific individual local
exchange end oifice switches.

“POJ]” means Point of Interconnection.

“Proyider” means GTE and “Custiomer” means PrimeCo with respect to those services
performed by GTE pursuant to this Agreement. PrimeCo shall be referred to as Provider
and GTE shall be refesred to as Customer with respect 1o those services performed by
PrimeCo pursuant to this Agreement.

“PSAP” means Public Safety Answering Point

“Rate Center” means the specific geographic point and corresponding geographic area
that are associated with one or more particular NPA-NXX Codes that have been assigned
to a LEC for its provision of Exchange Services. The Ratc Center is identified by a
specific V&H coordinate that is used to calculate distance-sensitive end user charges
to/from the particular NPA-NXXs associated with the specific Rate Center

“Royting Point” denotes a location that a LEC has designated on its network as the
homing (routing) point for traffic that terminates to Exchange Services provided by the
LEC that bear a certain NPA-NXX designation The Routing Point is used to calculate
sirline mileage for the distance-sensitive transport cicment charges of Switched Access
Services. Pursuant to Bellcore Practice BR795-100- 100, the Routing Point may be an end
office location, or & “LEC Consortium Point of Interconnection ™ The Routing Point must
be in the same LATA as the associated NPA-NXX

*Service Control Point” or “SCP" is the node in the 'CS signaling network 1o which

informational requests for service handling, such as routing, are directed and processed
The SCP is a real time database system that, bascd on a query from the SSP, performs
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1.39

1.40

1.41

1.42
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1.44
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subscriber or application-specific service logic, and then sends instructions back to the
SSP on how to continue call processing

“Service Switching Point” or “SSP" means a Signaling Point in the CCS network that can
launch queries to databases and receive/interpret responses used to provide specific

customer services.

“Signaling Point” or “SP” means a node in the CCS network that originates and/or
receives signaling messages, or transfers signaling messages from one signaling link to
another, or both.

*Signaling System 7" or “SS7" means the signaling protocol, Version 7, of the CCS
network, based upon American National Standards Institute (“ANSI") standards.

“Signal Transfer Point” or *“STP" means a packet switch in the CCS network that is used
to route signaling messages among SSPs, SPs, SCPs and other STPs in order to set up

calls and to query databases for advanced services GTE's network includes mated pairs
of local and regional STPs. STPs are provided in pairs for redundancy.

“Subsidiary” of a Party means a corporation or other Jegal cntity that is majority owned by
such Party.

*Synchronous Optical Network™ or "SONET" means synchronous electrical (“STS") or
optical channel (“OC™) connections between LECs

“Switched Access Service” means the offering of facilities for the purpose of the
origination or termini “on of traffic to or from Exchange Service customers in a given area

pursuant to a switched access tariff. Switched Access Services include: Feature Group A,
Feature Group B, Feature Group D, 800 access and 900 access scrvices

“Two-Way Wircicas Mobile Telecommunications Service Provider™ means a CMRS
provider of telephone exchange and exchange access services. CMRS providers are

govemned by 47 U.S.C. §332 (d) (1) as interpreted by the FCC and the federal counts

*Yertical Features” (including “CLASS Features") means vertical services and switch
functionalities provided by GTE, including: Automatic Call Back; Automatic Recall;, Call
Forwarding Busy Line/Don't Answer; Call Forwarding Don't Answer;, Call Forwarding
Variable; Call Forwarding - Busy Line; Cal! Trace, Call Waiting, Call Number Delivery
Blocking Per Call; Calling Number Blocking Per Line, Cancel Call Waiting, Distinctive
Ringing/Call Waiting; Incoming Call Line Identification Delivery, Selective Call Forward,
Selective Call Rejection; Speed Calling; and Three Way Calling/Call Transfer



Contract D
1.45 “Wire Center” means a building or space within a building that serves as an aggregation

point on a LEC"s network, where transmission facilities and circuits are connected or
switched.
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ARTICLE L1l
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Scope of General Provisions. Except as may atherwisc be set forth in a particular Article

or Appendix of this Agreement, in which case the provisions of such Article or Appendix shall
take precedence, these General Provisions apply (o all Articles and Appendices of this Agreement

2

21

22

T | Terminati
Term.

{a) Subject to the termination provisions contained in this Agreement, the term of this
Agreement shall be one (1) year from the Effective Date and shall continue in effect for
congecutive six (6) month terms until either Party gives the other Party at least ninety (90)
days written notice of termination, consistent with Section 22 of this Article [11 {"Notice
of Termination®).

{b) Termination shall be effective:
(i) at the end of the term during which Notice of Termination is given, or,

(ii) in the event Notice of Termination is given less than nincty (90) days prior to
the end of the then current term, this Agreement shall remain in effect for ninety
(90) days after the date of the Notice of Termination

(c) If either Party 1.a5 submitted a request for negotiations under Section 252 of the Act,
then, at the non-terminating Party's election, this Agrecement may remain in full force and
effect until the earlier of:

(i) the effective date of the new interconnection agreement, or,

(ii) ninety (90) days from the date on which termination would otherwise be
effective under Section 2.1(b)

{d) In no event shall the term be extended beyond one hundred eighty (180) days beyond
any term during which a Notice of Termination is given as provided in Section 2.1(a)

Post-Termination Arrangements, Except in the case of termination as a result of either

Party’s default or a termination upon sale, for service arrangements made available under
this Agreement and existing at the time of termination, those arrangements may continue
without interruption under (a) a new arrangement voluntarily exccuted by the Parties, (b)
standard terms and conditions approved and made gencrally effective by the Commission,

-1
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if any; or (¢} tanff terms and conditions made generally available (o all competitive local
exchange carriers or CMRS carriers

23  Termination Upon Default. Either Party may terminate this Agreement in whole or in pant

in the event of a default by the other Party, provided however, that the non-defaulting
Party notifies the defaulting party in writing of the alleged default and that the defauiting
Party does not cure the alleged default within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt of
written notice thereof. Default is defined to include

(a) A Party's insolvency or the initiation of bankrupicy or receivership proceedings by or
againsi the Party, or

(b) A Pasty’s refusal or failure in any material respect properly to perform its obligations
under this Agreement, or the violation any of the material terms or conditions of this

Agreement.

24  Termination Upon Sale. Notwithstanding anything 10 the contrary contained herein, a
Party may terminate this Agreement as to a specific opcrating area or portion thereof if
such Party sells or otherwise transfers the arca or portion thereof. The Party shall provide
the other Party with at least ninety (90) calendar days’ prior written notice of such
termination. Notwithstanding termination of this Agreement as to a specific operating
area, this Agreement shall remain in full fo:cc and cffect in the remaining operating areas

2.5  Lisbility upon Termination, Termination of this Agrecment, or any part hereof, for any
cause shall not release either Party from any liability which at the time of termination had
already accrued (- *he other Party or which thercafier accrues in any respect to any act or
omission occurting prior to the termination or from an obligation which is expressly stated
in this Agreement to survive termination

3. Amendments. Any amendment, modification, or supplemem to this Agreement must be in
writing and signed by an authorized representative of each Party  1ne term “this Agreement” shall
include future amendments, modifications, and supplements

4, Asgignment. Any assignment by cither Party of any right, obligztion, or duty, in whole or
in part, or of any interest, without the written consent of the ather Pany, such consent not to be
unreasonably withheld, shall be void, except that cither Party may assign all of its rights, and
delegate its obligations, liabilities and duties under this Agreement, either in whole or in part, to
any entity that is , or that was immediately preceding such assignment, a Subsidiary or Affiliatc of
that Party, or a Partner/Parent of PrimeCo (AirTouch, Inc . Bell Attantic Corporation, NYNEX
Corporation and U S West Inc.), without consent, bui with written notification at least 60 days
prior to consummation of the assignment. The effectiveness of an assignment shall be conditioned
upon the assignee’s written assumption of the rights, obligations, and dutics of the assigning Party
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Authorily. Each person whoso signatute appears on i Agreciment renresents and

warrants that he or she has authority 1o bind the Party on whose hehall he 1 she has executed this

Agreement.
6. Billing and Payment.
6.1 Billing. Charges provided for on the Service Attachments shalf be billed monthly. Parties

6.2

6.3

6.4

7.

agree 1o pay all charges specified on the Service Attachments within thirty (30) calendas
days of the bill date as printed on the face of the bill Parties shall not bill for services
provided pursuant to this Agreement more than six {6) months prior to the date of the bill
unless notification of a billing problem with respect 10 such services has been provided. In
those circumstances, back-billing shall be limited to six (6} months prior to the date of
notification of the billing problem. Parties shall not submit a claim regarding bills more
than six (6) months after the bill date or six (6) months after the date of notification of a

billing problem.

Dispute. If exther Party disputes a billing statement, the Party disputing the bill shall notify
the other Pasty in writing regarding the nature and the basis of the dispute within six (6)
months of the statement date or the date of notification provided in 6 | above or the
dispute shall be waived. The Parties shall diligently work toward resolution of alf billing
sues.

Late Payment Charge. If any undisputed amount duc on the billing statement is not
received by the billing Party on the payment due date, the billing Party may charge, and
the other Party agrees to pay, interest on the past duc halanc. a1 a rate equal to the rate
set forth in GTT ‘Contel state access tanfl or the GTOC/GSTC FCC No. | taniff
referenced in the applicable service attachment  Late payment charges shall be included
on the next statement.

Taxes The billing Party shall charge and collect from the other Party, and the other Party
agrees to pay to the billing Party, all appropriate federal, state, and local taxes, except to
the extent the other Party notifies the billing Party and providcs to the billing Party
appropriate documentation that the other Party qualifics for a full or partial exemption

Binding Effect. This Agreement shall be binding on and inurc to the benefit of the

respective successors and permitted assigns of the Partics

Compliance with Laws and Regulations Each Party shall comply with all federal, state,

and local statutes, regulations, rules, ordinances, judicial decisions, and administrative rulings
applicable to its performance under this Agreemeni

9.

Confidential Inf :
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Identification. Either Party may disclosc to the other proprictary or confidential customer,
technical, or business information in written, graphic, oral or other tangible or intangible
forms ("Confidential Information"). In order for information 1o be considered Confidential
Information under this Agreement, it must be marked "Confidential” or “Proprieiary,” or
bear a marking of similar import. Orally disclosed information shall be deemed
Confidential Information only if contemporancously identificd as such and reduced to
writing and delivered 10 the other Party with a statemcent or marking of confidentiality
within twenty (20) calendar days after oral disclosure

Handling. In order 1o protect such Confidential Information from improper disclosure,
each Party agrees:

(2) That all Confidential Information shall be and shall remain the exclusive property of
the source;

(b) To limit access to such Confidential Information 10 authorized employees, contractors
or agents who have a need to know the Confidential Information for performance of this
Agreement and, before allowing any such contractors or agents to access the Confidential
Information, cover the contractors or agents under an appropriate confidentiality
agreement which contains substantially similar terms 1o those contained in this Section 9;

(c) To keep such Confidential Information confidential and 10 use at least the same level
of care 10 prevent disclosure or unauthorized use of the received Confidential Information
as it exercises in protecting its own Confidential Information of a similar nature;.

(d) Not to cop publish, or disclose such Confidential Information to others or authorize
anyone else 1o copy, publish, or disclose such Confidential Information to others without
the prior written approval of the source;

{¢) To return promptly any copies of such Confidential information to the source at its
request, and

() To use such Confidential Information only for purposes of fulfilling work or services
pesformed hereunder and for other purposes only upon such 1erms as may be agreed upon
between the Parties in writing.

Exceptions. These obligations shall not apply to any Confidential Information that was
legally in the recipient’s possession prior to receipt from the suurce, was received in good
faith frora w third pasty not subject to a confidentiality obligation 10 the source, now s or
later bocomes publicly known through no breach of confidentiality obligation by the
recipient, was developed by the recipient without the developing person's having access to
any of the Confidential Information received in confidence from the source, or that is
required to be disclosed pursuant to subpocna or other process issued by a court or
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administrative agency having appropriate jusisdiction. provided, however, that the
recipicnt shall give prior notice to the source and shall reasonably cooperate if the source
deems it necessary to seek protective arrangements

94  Survival The obligation of confidentiality and use with respect 1o Confidential
Information disclosed by one Party to the other shall survive, notwithstanding any
termination of this Agreement, for a period of three (3) ycars from the date of the initial
disclosure of the Confidential Information.

10.  Copsent. Where consent, approval, or agreement is required of a Party, it shall not bs
unreasonably withheld or delayed.

11.  Cooperation on Fraud Minimization, The Panies shall cooperate with one another to

investigate, minimize and take corrective action in cases of fraud. The Parties’ fraud minimization
procedures are to be cost effective and implemented so as not to unrcasonably burden or harm
either Pasty or onc Party as compared to the other. At a minimum, such cooperation shall
include, when permitted by law or regulation, providing the other Party, upon reasonable request,
relevant information concerning end users who terminate services to that Party without paying all
outstanding charges, when that Party is notified that such end user secks service from the other
Party. If required, it shall be the responsibility of the Party secking the information to secure the
end user’s permission (in the format required by law) to obtain the information

12.  Rispute Resolution.

12.1 Altemative to J itigation. The Partics desire to resolve disputes arising out of this
Agreement without litigation. Accordingly, except for action seeking a temporary
restraining order ofr an injunction related to the purposes of this Agreement, or suit to
compel compliance with this dispute resolution process, the Partics agree to use the
following alternative dispute resolution procedure as theis sole remedy with respect to any
controversy or claim ariging out of or relating to this Agreement or its breach.

12.2 Negotistions. At the written request of a Party, each Party will promptly appoint a
knowledgeable, responsible representative to meet and negotiate in good faith to resolve
any dispute arising under this Agreement. The Parties intend that these negoltiations be
conducted by appropriate business representatives. The location, format, frequency,
duration, and conclusion of these discussions shall be lcft to the discretion of the
representatives. Upon agreement, the representatives may utilize other allemative dispute
resolution procedures such as mediation to assist in the negotiations. Discussions and
correspondence among the representatives for purposcs of these negotistions shall be
treated as confidential information developed for purposes of setilement, exempt from
discovery and production, which shall not be admissible in the arbitration desciibed below
or in any Iawsuit without the concurrence of all Partics Documents identified in or
provided with such communications, which are not preparcd {or purposes of the

11{-5



123

i12.4

13.

Coniract )

negotiations, are not so exempted and may, if otherwise admissihle, be admitted in
evidence in the arbitration or lawsuit.

Arbitration. 1f the negotiations do not resolve the dispute within sixty (60) days of the
initia) written request, the dispute shall be submitted to binding arbitration by a single
arbitrator pursuant to the Commercial Arbitration Rules of the American Arbitration
Association. A Party may demand such arbitration in accordance with the procedures set
out in those rules. Discovery shall be controlled by the arbitrator and shall be permitted to
the extent set out in this section. Each Party may submit in writing to the other Partv, and
that Party shall 50 respond to, 8 maximum of any combination of thirty-five (35) (none of
which may have subparts) of the following: interrogatories, demands to produce
documents, or requests for admission. Each Party is also entitled to take the oral
depasition of one individual of another Party. Additional discovery may be permitted
upon mutual agreement of the Parties. The number of interrogatories and the number of
individuals who may be deposed in the conduct of an arbitration under this Section may be
expanded at the discretion of the Arbitrator, but only upon a showing of necessity. The
Party to respond to the additional interrogatories or depositions may oppose the showing
of necessity within five (5) days of Notice of the showing of nccessity. The Party
requesting additional interrogatories or depositions may reply to the opposition within two
(2) days of Notice of the opposition. Within five (5) days of reccipt of the reply, the
Arbitrator shall decide whether the burden of a showing of necessity was met. [If the
burden of the showing of necessity was met, the arbitrator shall order the additional
interrogatorics or deposition, as appropriate. The arbitration Faring shall be commenced
within sixty (60) days of the demand for arbitration. The arbitration shall be held at a
location mutually agreed upon by the Parties. If, however, within five (5) days of receipt
of a Notice of Art'tration, the Parties cannot agree on the place in which the Arbitration
will be heid, it will be held in the State capital. The arbitrator shall control the scheduling
50 a3 to process the matier expeditiously. The Parties may submit written briefs. The
arbitrator shall rule on the dispute by issuing a written opinion within thirty (30) days after
the close of hearings. The times specified in this section may be extended upon mutual
agreement of the Partics or by the arbitrator upon a showing of good cause. Judgment
upon the award rendered by the arbitrator may be entered in any court having junisdiction.

Costs. Each Party shall bear its own costs of these procedures A Party secking discovery
shall reimburse the responding Party the reasonable costs of production of documents
(including search time and reproduction costs). The Parties shall equally split the fees and
other costs of the arbitration and the arbitrator.

Entire Agreement. This Agreement constitutes the entirc agreement of the Parties

pertaining to the subject matter of this Agreement and supersedes all prior agreements,
negotiations, proposals, and representations, whether wnitten or oral, and all contemporancous
oral agreements, negotintions, proposals, and representations concerning such subject matier No
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representations, understandings, agreements, or warrantics, expressed or implied, have been made
or relied upon in the making of this Agreement other than those specifically set forth herein

14.  Expenses. Except as specifically set out in this Agreement, cach Party shall be solely
responsible for its own expenses involved in all activitics related 1o the subject of this Agreement

15.  Force Majeure. In the event performance of this Agreement, or any obligation hereunder,
is either directly or indirectly prevented, restricted, or interfered with by reason of fire, flood,
earthquake or like acts of God, wars, revolution, civil commotion, explosion, acts of public
encmy, embargo, acts of the government in its sovereign capacity, labor difficulties, including
without limitation, strikes, slowdowns, picketing, or boycotts, unavailability of equipment from
vendor, changes requested by Custoimer, or any other circumstances beyond the reasonable
comtrol and without the fault or negligence of the Panty affected, the Pany affected, upon giving
prompt notice to the other party, shall be excused from such performance on a day-to-day basis to
the extent of such prevention, restriction, or interference (and the other Pany shall likewise be
excused from performance of its obligations on & day-10-day basis until the delay, restriction or
interference has ceased); provided however, that the Panty so affccted shall use diligent effons to
avoid or remove such causes of nonperformance and both Parties shall exercise diligent efforts to
resume full performance as promptly as is reasonably practicable and not Jater than 60 days
following removal or cessation of the force majeure event

16.  Governing Law. This Agreement shall be governcd by and construcd in accordance with
the domestic laws of the State where the Services are provided or the fz ilities reside and shall be
subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts therein .

17.  Headings The heac ..gs in this Agreement are inscricd for convenicnce and identification
only and shall not be considered iu the interpretation of this Agreement

18. Independent Contractor Relationship. The persons provided by cach Party shall be solely

that Party's employees, contractors or agents and shall be under the sole and exclusive direction
and control of that Party. They shall not be considered employees of the other Party for any
purpose. Each Party shall remain an independent contractor with respect to the other and shall be
responsible for its own compliance with all laws, rules and regulations involving, but not limited
to, employment of labor, hours of labor, health and safety, working conditions and payment of
wages. Each Party shall also be responsible for payment of 1axces, including federal, state and
municipal taxes, chargeable or assessed with respect to its employees, such as Social Security,
unemployment, workers' compensation, disability insurance, and federal and state withholding
Each Party shall indemnify the other for any loss, damage, liability, claim, demand, or penalty that
may be sustained by reason of its failure to comply with this provision

19.  Lisbility and Indemnity
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Tont Claims. Each Party agrees to release, indemaify, defend, and hold harmless the othes
Party from all losses, claims, demands, damages, expenses, suits, or other actions, or any
lisbility whatsoever, including, but not limited to, costs and attorney's fees, whether
suffered, made, instituted, or asserted by any other pany or person, for invasion of
privacy, personal injury to or death of any person or persons, or for losses, damages. or
destruction of property, whether or not owned by others, proximately caused by the

indemnifying Party's negligence or willful misconduct, regardless of form of action

End User and Content-Related Claims. Each Party agrees 1o release, indemnify, defend,
and hold harmiess the other Pasty, its affiliates, and any third-party provider or operator of
facilities involved in the provision of services or facilities under this Agreement
(collectively, the "Indemnified Parties”) (tom all losses, claims, demands, damages,
expenses, suits, or other actions, or any liability whatsoever, including, but not limited 10,
costs and attorney's feea, suffered, made, instituted, or asscried by the Party's end users
against an Indemnified Party arising from services or (acilities under this Agreement Each
Party further agres=s to release, indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the Indemnified
Parties from all losses, claims, demands, damages, expenses, suits, or other actions, or any
liability whatsoever, including, but not limited to, costs and attorney's fees, suffered, made,
instituted, or asserted by any third party against an Indemnificd Party ansing from or in
any way related to actual or alleged defamation, libel, slander, interference with or
munppmpnmon of proprietary or creative right, or any other injury 10 any person or
property arising out of content transmitted by a Panty or a Party's end users, or any other
act or omussion of a Party or a Party’s end users relating to this Agrecment

DISCLAIMER. EXCEPT AS SPECIFICALLY PROVIDED TO THE CONTRARY IN
THIS AGREEMENT, A PARTY MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR
WARRANTIES TO 1 lE OTHER PARTY CONCERNING THE SPECIFIC QUALITY
OF ANY SERVICES OR FACILITIES PROVIDED UNDER THIS AGREEMENT
THE PARTIES DISCLAIM, WITHOUT LIMITATION, ANY WARRANTY OR
GUARANTEE OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR
PURPOSE, ARISING FROM COURSE OF PERFORMANCE:, COURSE OF
DEALING, OR FROM USAGES OF TRADE.

Limitation of Lisbility. The Parties liability to one another, whether in contract, ton or
otherwise, shall be imited to direct damages, which shall nol exceed the pro rata portion
of the monthly charges for the services or facilities for the tine period during which the
services of facilities provided pursuant to this Agreement are inoperative, not to exceed in
total the billing Party’s monthly charge to the other Party Under no circumstance, except
for willful misconduct, shall either Party be responsible or liable for indirect, incidental, or
consequential damages, including. but not limited to, economic loss or ost business or
profits, damages arising from the usc or performance of equipment or software, or the loss
of use of software or eguipment, or accessories attached thereto, delay, error, or loss of
data. In connection with this limitation of liability, the Partics recognize that one Party
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may. from time to time, provide advice, make recommendations, or supply other analysis
related to the services or facilities described in this Agreement, and, while that Party shall
use diligent efforts in this regard, the other Party acknowledyes and agrees that this
limitation of liability shall apply to provision of such advice, recommendations, and
analysis.

19.5  Intellectunl Property. Neither Party shall have any obligation to defend, indemanify or hold
harmless, or acquire any license or right for the benefit of, or owe any other obligation or
have any liability to, the other based on or arising from any claim, demand, oc proceeding
by any third party alleging or asserting that the use of any circuit, apparatus, or system, or
the use of any software, oc the performance of any service or method, or the provision or
usc of any facilities by cither Party under this Agreement constitutes direct or contributory
infringement, of misuse oc misappropriation of any patent, copvright, trademark, trade
secret, or any other proprictary or intellectual property right of any third party

20. Multiple Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of
which shall be deemed an original, but all of which shall together constitute but onc and the same
document.

21, No Offer. Submission of this Agreement for examination or signature does not constitute
an offer by Provider for the provision of the products or services described herein  This
Agreement will be effective only upon execution and delivery by both Partics

22. Notices Any notice to a Party required or permittcd under this Agreement shall be in
writing and shall be deemed to have been received on the date of service if served personally, on
the date receipt is acknowledge' in writing by the recipient if delivered by regular U.S. mail, or on
the date stated on the receipt if delivered by certified or registercd maif or by a courier service that
obtains a written receipt. Notice may also be provided by facsimile, which shall be effective on
the next Business Day following the date of transmission, which shall be shown by confirmation of
receipt of the facimile machine. Any notice ghall be delivered using onc of the alternatives
mentioned in this section and shall be directed to the applicable address indicated below or such
address as the Party to be notificd has designated by giving notice in compliance with this section
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Ifto GTE: GTE Florida Incorporated
Attention: Ms Marcail M Maonrell
AVP & Associate Counscel
Mail Code FLTCO7i7
201 N. Franklin
Tampa, FL 33602
Facsimile No. 813.279.0825

Copy to: Director - Carrier Markets
Mail Code HQEO2L69
GTE Telephone Operations
600 Hidden Ridge Drive
Irving, TX 75038

If to PrimeCo: PrimeCo Personal Communications
Attention: Director - Technology Management
6 Campus Circle
Westlake, TX 76262-8220
Facsimile number. 817-258-1805

Copy to; PrimeCo Personal Communications
VP - External Affairs and General Counsel
6 Campus Circle
Westlake, TX 76262-8220
Facimile number 817-258-1602

Protection.

Impairment of Service. The charactenistics and methods of operation of any circuits,
facilities or equipment of either Party connected with the services, facilities or equipment
of the other Party pursuant to this Agreement shall not interfere with or impair service
over any facilities of the other Party, its affiliated companics, or its connecting and
concurring carriers involved in its services, cause damage 1o their plant, violate any
applicable law or regulation regarding the invasion of privacy of any communications
carried over the Party's facilities or create hazards to the employees of cither Party or to
the public (each hereinafter referred to as an "Impairment of Service”)

Resolution. If either Party causes an Impairment of Scrvice, the Pany whose network or
service is being impaired (the “Impaired Party”) shall prompuly notify the Pary causing the
Impairment of Service (the "Impairing Party™) of the nature and location of the problem
and that, unless promptly rectified, a temporary discontinuance of the vse of any circuit,
facility or equipment may be required. The Impairing Party and the Impaired Party agree
to work together to attempt (0 promptly resolve the Iinpairment of Service  1fthe
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Impairing Party is unable to promptly remedy the Impairment of Service, then the
Impaired Party may at its option temporanily discontinue the use of the affected circuit,
facility or equipment.

24.  Publicity. Any news relcase, public announcement, advertising, or any form of publicity
pertaining to this Agreement, provision of services, unbundled network clements or facilities
pursuant 1o it, or associstion of the Parties with respect 1o provision of the services described in
this Agreement shall be subject to prior written approval of both GTE and PnmeCo.

25.  Regulatory Agency Control. This Agreement shall at all times be subject to changes,
modifications, orders, and rulings by the Federal Communications Commission and/or the
applicable state utility regulatory commission to the exient the substance of this Agreement is or
becomes subject to the jurisdiction of such agency. If this Agreement is subject to advance
approal of a regulatory agency, this Agreement shall become effective on the day after written
notice of such approval has been issued by the regulatory agency Such date shall become the
“effective date” of this Agreement for all purposes.

26.  Rule of Construction. No rule of construction requiring interprelation against the drafting
party hereof shall apply in the interpretation of this Agrecment

27. Section References. Except as otherwise specificd, references within an Anicle of this
Agreement to a Section refer to Sections within that samc Article

28. Severability. Unless otherwise provided under this Agreement, if any provision of this
Agroement is held by a court or regulatory agency of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or
unenforceable, the rest of the Ag  *ment shall remain in full force and effect and shall not be
affected unless removal of that provision results, in the opinion of cither Party, in 8 material
change to this Agreement. If 3 material change as described in this paragraph occurs as a resuit of
action by a court or regulatory agency, the Parties shall ncgotiate in good faith for replacement
language. If replacement language cannot be agreed upon within sixty (60) days of the date on
which the order of such court or regulatory body becomes a final order, or such other reasonable
period to which the Parties agree, cither Party may terminate this Agreement without penalty or
liability for such termination upon ninety (90) days written notice to the other Party, unless earlier
termination is required by law or regulation.

29. Subcontractors. Provider may enter into subconizacts with thard parties or affiliates for
the performance of any of Provider’s duties or obligations under this Agreement

30.  Subseguent Law. The terms and conditions of this Agreement shall be subject to any and
all applicable lawz, rules, regulations or guidelines that subsequently may be prescribed by any
federal, state or local governmental authority of compentent jurisdiction To the extent required
by any such subsequently prescribed 1aw, rule, regulation or guidcline, the Parties agree to
modify, in writing, the affected term(s) and condition(s) of this Agreement to hring them into
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compliance with such law, rule, regulation or guideline The provisions of Section 28 hereof shall
apply to such modifications.

3l Trademarks and Trade Names. Except as specifically set out in this Agreement, nothing in
this Agreement shall grant, suggest, or imply any authonty for one Pany to use the narme,
trademarks, service marks, or trade names of the other for any purpose whatsoever.

32. Waiver The failure of either Party to insist upon the performance of any provision of this
Agreement, or to exercise any right or privilege granted to it under this Agreement, shall not be
construed as a waiver of such provision or any provisions of this Agreement, and the same shall
continue in full force and effect.

33. Amendment of Certain Rates. The rates in this Agieement that are specified as follows
(the “AT&T Rates”) were taken from the GTE/AT&T Interconnection, Resale and

Unbundling Agreement (the AT&T Agreement) approved by the Commission in Case
Nos. 960980 and 960847

“AT&T Rates” End Office Switching $.0025/mou
Access Tandem Switching  $00125/mou

The rates not included in this Agreement but referenced below (the “GTE Rates™) were
cxcluded from the AT&T Agreement by the Commission in Case Nos 960980 and

960847

“GTE Rates” End Office Switching $ 0109148/mou
* ~cess Tandem Swatching $ 000951 2/mou
Transport Termination $.0001792%/mouw/term
Transponi Facilities $ 00001 72/mow/mile

GTE and PrimeCo agree that if the “AT& T Rates” are deemed to be unlawful, or are
stayed, enjoined or otherwise modified, in whole or in par1, by a vourt or regulatory
commission of competent jurisdiction, then this Agreement shall be deemed to have been
amended accordingly, by modification of the “AT&T Rates™ or, as appropriate, the
substitution of “GTE Rates” for all stayed and enjoined “AT&T Rates”, and such
amendments shall be effective retroactive to the Effective Date of this Agreement

GTE and PrimeCo further agree that the terms and conditions of this Agreement reflect
certain requirements of the FCC's First Repont and Order in CC Docket No 96-98 The
terms and conditions of this Agreement shall be subject to any and all actions by any court
or other governmental authority that invalidate, stay, vacate or otherwise modify the
FCC’s First Report and Order, in whole or in part (“Action ) ‘T'o the extent wamranted
by any Action, the Parties agreo that this Agrecment shall be decemed to have been
modified accordingly. To the extent possible, the Partics agiee (o apply any terms and
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conditions modified by Actions retroactively to the Effective Date If the terms and
conditions modified by Action are not subject to retroactive application, the Panies shall
immediately apply any terms and conditions modified by Action, including any in other
sections and articles of this Agreement, consistent with the Action, and within a
reasonable time incorporate such modified terms and conditions in writing into the
Agreement. If the terms of this Agreement are affected by such Action and either Party
determines they cannot be consistently applied therewith, the Parties shall promptly
commence negotiations on such replacement terms as may be required. Each Party
acknowiedges that the other Party may seek to enforce any Action before a regulatory
commission or court of competent jurisdiction, or to resolve any disagreement as to
appropriate replacement terms. This Agreement will remain in effect pending the
conclusion of any such proceeding, subject to the true-up of the result of any such
proceeding to the Effective Date of this Agreement. GTE docs not waive any position

regarding the illegality or inappropriateness of the FCC's First Repont and Order.

The rates (including rates which may be applicable under true-up) specified in both the
“GTE Rates™ and the “AT&T Rates” are further subject to amendment, retroactive to the
Effective Date of the Agreement, to provide for charges or rate adjustments resulting from
future Commission or other proceedings, including but not limited to any generic
proceeding 10 determine GTE's unrecovered costs (e.g., historic costs, contribution,
undepreciated reserve deficiency, or similar unrecovered GTE costs (including GTE's end
user surcharge)), the establishment of a competitively neutral universal service system, or

any appeal or other litigation.

If the Commission (or any other commission or federal or state court) in reviewing this
Agreeraent pursuant to applicrhle state and federal laws, including Section 252(e) of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, deletes or modifies in any way this Section 33, PrimeCo
agrees that this entire Agreement is void and will not become effective, and PrimeCo
agrees to withdraw this Agreement from consideration by the Commission (or any other
commission or federal or state court).
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ARTICLE IV
INTERCONNECTION AND TRANSPORT AND TERMINATION OF TRAFFIC

Services C 4 by This Article.

Tvpes of Services. This Article governs the provision of internetwork facilities (i.e.,
physical interconnection services and facilities), meet point billing by GTE to PrimeCo or
by PrimeCo to GTE and the transport and termination of Local Traflic between GTE and
PrimeCo. The services and facilities described in this Articlc shall he referred to in this
Article TV as the "Services.”

Service Locations for Interconnection Services and Facilities. Appendix A, Service
Matrix, attached to this Agreement and made a part hercof, sets forth the Services and
cach location in the State where a Service shall be provided (the "Service Locations”) and
the Point of Interconnection (“POP‘) for such Services. The Panies shall update Appendix
A (including the accompanying Service Attachment - Appendix B) whenever 8 new
Service or a new Service Location is added to this Agreement in accordance with Section
13

Additional Services or Service Locations. If, during the term of this Agreement, GTE
desires to provide to PrimeCo and PrimeCo desires to purchasc from GTE, or PnmeCo

desires to provide to GTE and GTE desires to purchase from PrimeCo, additional services
in the State, or existing Services in new locations in the State, GTE shall complete a new
Appendix A Service Matrix and Appendix B Service Attachment(s) and provide to
PrimeCo. The Appendix A shall be signed by GTE's authorized Account Manager and an
authc rized representative of PrimeCo, applied to this agreement, and thereby made wholly
a part of and subject to this Agreement. Upon the date indicated on the Service
Attachment accompanying the Service Matrix and continuing through the remaining lerm
of this Agreement, the new Services shall be deemed pant of the Services provided
pursuant to this Article and/or the new locations shall be dcemed part of the Service
Locations.

Bil | Rates.

Rates and Charges. Each Party agrees to pay the other the rates and charges for the
Services set forth in the applicable appendices to this Agreement  Rates and charges arc
set forth in Appendix C atiached to this Agreement and madc a pant hereof

Billing. Each Pary shall render to the other Party a bill for interconnection services on a
current basis. Charges for physical facilities and other nonusage sensitive charges shall be
billed in advance, except for charges and credits associated with the initial or final bills
Usage sensitive charges, such as charges for termination of Local Traflic, shall be billed in
arrcars. Other information related to billing is contained in Appendix C
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Transport and Termination of Traffic

Iypes of Traffic. Except as provided elsewherc in this Agreement, the Pantics shall
reciprocally tenminate Loca! Traffic originating on each other's networks utilizing either
direct or indirect network interconnections as provided in this Anicle 1V, Only traffic
originated by the Parties’ end user customers is to be cxchanged This Agreement
includes traffic originated by other carriers that may be providing service through the
resale of services of one of the Parties, provided that the rescller is providing service that
is of the same type as is provided by the resclling Party  This agreement is limited to
traffic of GTE end user customers for which GTE has tasiff authority to carry. This
agreement is limited to traffic of PrimeCo end user customers 10 which PrimeCo provides
two-way wireless service under its CMRS license.

Audits. Either Party may conduct an audit of the other Pany's books and records, no
more frequently than once per twelve (12) month period, to verify the other Panty's
compliance with provisions of this Article 1V. Any audit shall be performed as follows:
(1) following at least thirty (30) days’ prior written notice to the audited Party; (ii) subject
to the reasonable scheduling requirements and limitations of the audited Party, (iii) at the
suditing Party’s sole cost and expense; (iv) of a rcasonable scope and duration; (v} in 8
manner 30 as not to interfere with the audited Party’s business operations; and {vi) in
compliance with the sudited Party’'s security rules. Audit findings may be applied
retroactively for no more than 12 months from the date the audit began, such date being
the earlier of the date of an audit opening meeting or the date on which the first request
for information is received by the audited Panty.

Compensation For Exchange Of Traffic. The Partics shall compensate cach other for the

exchange of Local Trafl.. in accordance with Appendix C attached to this Agreement and
made a pant hereof. Charges tor the transport and termination of non-local traffic shall be
in accordance with applicable intrastate or interstate access 1anfls, as appropriste.

Tandem Switching Services. GTE will provide 1andem switching st GTE access tandems
for traffic between PrimeCo and GTE end offices subtending the GTE access tandem, as

well as for traffic between PrimeCo and non-GTE end offices subtending GTE access
tandems. By transporting traffic to a non-GTE end office(s) via a GTE tandem, PrimeCo
assumes responsibility for compensating GTE for that tandem switched traffic between
PnmeCo and the non-GTE end office(s). By transpoiting t1aflic 10 non-GTE end offices
via a GTE tandem, PrimeCo assumes responsibility for compensation to the non-GTE end
office company. GTE will bill PrimeCo for cach minutc of use PrimeCo generates that is
tandem-switched. The applicable rate for this charge is identified in Appendix C

Direct N Kl -
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Network Interconnection Archijecture Where the Parties mutually agree to direcily

interconnect their respective networks, interconnection will be as specified in the foliowing
subsections. The POls shall be set forth in Appendix A attached to this Agreement and
made s part hereof.

4.1.]1 Subject to mutual agreement, the Partics may use the following types of network
facility interconnection. For each POI sct forth in Appendix A, the Parties shall
specify the type of interconnection used at that POl

(a) A Mid-Span Fiber Meet within an existing GTI: exchange arca whereby the
Partics mutually agree to jointly plan and engincer their facility meet-point at a
designated manhole or junction location  The meet point is the demarcation
between ownership of the fiber transmission facility Each party is individually
responsible for its incurred costs in establishing this arrangemcnt

(b) A Virtual EIS amangement at a GTE wire center subject to the rates, terms,
and conditions contained in GTE's applicable 1a7ills

(c) A special access amangement terminating a1 a GTIE wire center subject to the
rates, terms, and conditions contained in GTE's applicable tanifls

4.1.2 Virtual EIS arrangements are governed by appropriate GTE tarifls  GTE shall not
permit direct connections (optical patch pancl} or cross-connection ("DSX™)
between any Virtual EIS arrangements at the same wire cemer location  However,
this Agreement does not preclude PrimeCo from acquiring GTE special access
service to connect a Virtual E1IS arrangement to a distant GTE wire center or
connect between Virtual EIS arrangements in diflerent wire centers

Compengation. The Parties agree 10 the following compensation for internetwork
facilities, depending on facility type.

421 Mid-Span Fiber Meet: GTE will charge special access (flat rated) transport from
the applicable intrastate access tanff and will rate charges betweer: *he POl and
GTE's interconnection switch. Charges wil be reduced to reflect the
proportionate share of the facility that is used for transpont of traffic originated by
GTE. PrimeCo will charge flat rated transport to GTIL for PeimeCo facilities used
by GTE. PrimeCo will apply charges based on the lesser of (i) the airline mileage
from the POI to the PrimeCo switch; or (ii} the airline nuleage from the GTE
switch to the serving area boundary.

422 Vinual EIS; GTE will charge Virual EIS rates lrom the applicable GTE taniT.

PrimeCo will charge GTE flat rated transport to reflect the proportionate share of
the facility that is used for transpont of traflic originated by GTE  PrimeCo will
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apply charges based on the lesser of: (i} the airline milcage from the POI to the
PrimeCo switch; or (i) two (2) times the airline milcage from the GTE switch to
the serving area boundary.

Special Access: GTE will charge special access rates from the applicable GTE
intrastate access tasiff. Charges will be reduced to reflect the proportionate share
of the facility that is used for transport of traffic originated by GTE.

The Parties’ proportionate share of flat rated transport facilities will be based upon
the Parties’ proportionate usage of the facilitics, as specified in Appendix C.

43.1

432

433

434

435

GTE shall make trunks svailable to PrimeCo over whicl. PrimeCo shall terminate
traffic originated from end users of PrimeCo-provided two-way wireless mobile
telecommunications services 1o end users of GTE-provided Exchange Services

PrimeCo shall make trunks available to GTE trunks over which GTE shall
terminate Local Traffic and intralL AT A toll or optional local/toll calling
amangements traffic originated from end users of GTE-provided Exchange Service
to end users of PrimeCo-provided two-way wircicss mobile teleccommunications
services.

PrimeCo and GTE shall, where applicable, make reciprocally available, by mutual
agreement, the required trunk groups to handle different traflfic types. PrimeCo
and GTE agree to work cooperatively to agree on nctwork trunking within sixty
(60) days follow.ug full execution of this Agreement  PrimeCo and GTE will
support the provisioning of trunk groups that carry combined or sepasate Local
Traffic and intraLATA toll and optional EAS traflic  GTE requires separate trunk
groups from PrimeCo to terminate inte1LATA calls and to provide Swilched
Access Service to IXCs.

Each Party agrees to route traffic only over the proper jurisdictional trunk group

Each Party shall only deliver traffic over the local interconnection trunk groups to
the other Party's access tandem for those publicly-dialable NXX Codes served by
end offices that directly subtend the access tandem  In no event shall either Party
route Switched Access Service traffic uver local interconnection trunks.

PrimeCo will provide a Percent Local Usage (“P1.U") factor on a quarterly basis 10
identify the proper jurisdiction of each call type that is carried over the required
trunks. If this percentage is not received quarterly, the Parties shall use the last
previous reported percentage. The PLU factor is identified on Appendix C
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4.3.6 Reciprocal wraffic exchange arrangement trunk connections shall be made at a
DS-) or multiple DS-1 level, DS-3, (SONET where technically available) and shall
be jointly-engineered to an objective P .Gl grade of scrvice

4.3.7 PrimeCo and GTE agree to use diligent effosts 1o develop and agree on a Joint
Interconnection Grooming Plan prescribing standards 10 ensure that the reciprocal
traflfic exchange arrangement trunk groups are maintained at consistent P.O1 or
better grades of service. Such plan shall also include mutually-agreed upon default
standards for the configurstion of all segregated trunk groups

438 Signaling System 7 {887) Common Channel Signaling will be used to the extent
that such technology is available.

Calling Scopes, Where interconnection is made at a GTE access tandem, this agreement
allows PrimeCo to originate traffic to and receive traflic from only those end user
customers served by end offices subtending that access tandem  Where interconnection is
made at 8 GTE end office, this agreement allows PrimeCo 1o originate traflic to and
receive traffic from only those end user customers served by that end office

Indirect Network Interconnection. Either Party may deliver tratlic destined to terminate at

the other Parly’s end office via another LEC's tandem provided that the Panics have established
compensation agreement(s) specific to this arrangement. Neither Pany shall deliver traffic
destined to terminate at the other Party's end office via another LEC's end ofli~e¢  In addition,
neither Party shall deliver traffic destined to terminate at an end oflice subtending the other
Party's access tandem via another LEC's access tandem.

6.

6.1

6.2

Number Resources.

Number Assignment. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construcd Lo, in any manner,
limit or otherwise adveraely impact PrimeCo’s right to employ or to request and be
assigned any NANP number resources including, but not limited to, Central Office (NXX)
Codes pursuant to the Central Office Code Assignment Guidelines  Any request for
numbering resources by PrimeCo shall be made directly 1o the NANP Number Plan
Administrator. Except with respect to those arcas in which GTE is the NANP Number
Plan administrator, GTE shall not be responsible for the requesting or assignment of
number resources to PrimeCo. PrimeCo shall not request nueiber resources to be
assigned to any GTE switching entity.

Rate Centers. For purposes of compensation between the Panies and the ahility of GTE to
appropriately apply its toll tariff to its end user customers, the Parties will utilize Rate
Centers published in the LERG for all NPA-NXX codes
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Routing Points. PrimeCo may designatc one or imore routing points for each of its NPA-
NXX codes. Routing points may or may not correspond with the published LERG.
Routing points may only be designated a1 POIs

Code Administration. The Parties will comply with code administration requirements as
prescribed by the FCC, the Commission, and accepted industry guidelines.

Programming Switches. It shall be the responsibility of each Party to program and update
its own switches and network systems pursuant to the l.ocal Exchange Routing Guide

(LERG) guidelines to recognize and route traffic 10 the other Party's assigned NXX codes
a1 all imes. Nesther Party shall impose any fees or charges whatsoever on the other Panty

M m -EQI‘BI Bil I in‘l
Meet-Point Arrangements.

7.1.1 PrimeCo may establish Meet-Point Billing ("MPB") arangements with GTE in
order to provide Switched Access Services to third parties (or to PrimeCo if acting
as an IXC) via a GTE access tandem in accordance with the MPB guidelines
adopted by and contained in the Ordering and Billing Forum's MECAB and
MECOD documents, except as modilied herein

7.1.2 Except in instances of capacity limitations, GTE shall permit and enable PrimeCo
to sub-tend the GTE access tandem(s) ncarest to the PrimeCo Rating Point(s)
associated with the NPA-NXX(s) to/from which the Switched Access Services are
homed. In instances of capacity limitation at a given access tandem, PrimeCo shall
be allowed to subtend the next-nearest GTE access tandem in which sufficient
capacity is availabic.

7.1.3 Interconnection for the MPB arrangement shall occur at the POL

7.1.4 Common Channel Signaling rather than in-band signaling shall be utilized in
conjunction with MPB interconnection arrangements to the extent such signaling is
resident in the GTE access tandem switch

7.1.5 PrimeCo and GTE will use diligent efforts, individually and collectively, to
maintain provisions in their respective federal and state access taniTs, and/or
provisions within the National Exchange Carvier Association ("NECA”) TarifT No
4, or any successor tariT, sufficient 1o reflect this MPB arrangement, including
MPB percentages.
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7.1.6 As detailed in the MECAB document, PrimeCo and GTE will, in a timely fashion,
exchange all information necessary to accurately, reliably and promptly bill third
partics for Switched Access Services traffic jointly handled by PrimeCo and GTE
via the meet-point arrangement. Information shall be exchanged in Electronic
Message Record (“EMR”) format, on magnctic tape or via a mutually acceptable
electronic file transfer protocol.

7.1.7 PrimeCo and GTE shall work cooperatively to coordinate rendering of Meet-Point
bills to customers, and shall reciprocally provide cach other usage data and related
information at no charge.

Compensation.

7.2.1 Initially, billing to third parties for the Switched Access Services jointly provided
by PrimeCo and GTE via the MPB arrangemcnt shall be according to the multiple-
billmultiple-taniff method (MB/MT method). The MB/MT method means that
each compas.y will renider their bill at their own rates to the third pany.

7.22 Subsequently, PrimeCo and GTE may mutually agrec to implement one of the
following options for billing to third parties for the Switched Access Services
jointly provided by PrimeCo and GTE via the MPB arrangement  single-bill/single
tanriff method, single-bill/multiple tariff method, multiple-bill/single tanff method,
or to continue the multiple-bill/multiple tanfT method  Should PrimeCo prefer to
change among these billing methods, PrimeCo shall notify G &£ in writing, ninety
(90) days in advance of the date on which such change is desired to be
implemented.

Common Channel Signaling Direct connections between STPs will be covered under a
separate agreement.

Service Description. The Parties will provide CCS to one another via $57 network
interconnection, where and as available, in the manner specificd in FCC Order 95-187, in
conjunction with all traffic exchange trunk groups. The Partics will cooperate on the
exchange of all appropriste SS7 messages for local and intral.ATA call set-up signaling,
including ISUP and Transaction Capabilities Application Part (“TCAP") messages to
facilitate full interoperability of all CLASS Features and functions between their respective
networks. Amy other SS7 message services to be provided using TCAP messages (such as
data base queries) will be jointly negotisted and agreed upon

Signaling Parameters. All SS7 signaling parameters will be provided in conjunction with
traffic exchange trunk groups, where and as available These paramcters melude
Automatic Number ldentification ("ANI"), Calling Party Number (“CPN), Privacy
Indicator, calling party category information, originating linc information, charge number,
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etc. Also included are all parameters relating to nelwork signaling information, such as
Carrier Information Parameter (“CIP"}), wherever such information is needed for call
routing or billing.

Prvacy Indicators. Each Party will honor all privacy indicators as required under
applicable law.

Connection Through STP. SS7 interconnections must be with the GTE STP(s) serving
the geographic area in which the traffic exchange trunk groups are interconnected.

Third Party Signaling Providers. PrimeCo may choose a third-party SS7 signaling
provider to transport messages to and from the GTE SS7 nctwork. In that event, that

third-party provider must present a letter of agency to GTE, prior to the testing of the
interconnection, authorizing the third party to act on behall of PrimeCo in transporting
5§57 messages to and from GTE. The third-panty provider must interconnect with the
GTE STF(s) serving the geographic area in which the traftic exchange trunk groups are
interconnected.

Multi-Frequency Signaling. In the case where CCS is not availablc, in band Multi-
Frequency ("MF"), wink start, E & M channci associated signaling with ANI will be

provided by the Parties. Neiwork signaling information, such as CIC/0ZZ, will be
provided wherever such information is needed for call routing or hilling.

Transition and Implementation. The Parties acknowledge that there may be certain

instances in which existing arrangements betwecn the Parties are not in accordance with
the requirements of tl.. . agreement. Existing interconncction arrangements that are not in
compliance with the require.nents of this agrecment shall not fall under the scope of this
agreement unti] they are brought into compliance with the requirements of this agreement
Until such arrangements are brought into compliance with the requirements of this
agreement, compensation will be in compliance with effective 1FCC rules, specifically
§51.717. The Parties agree to use their best efTorts to bring all arrangements into
compliance with the terms and conditions of this agrcement within six (6) months of the
effective date of this sgreement or within whatever otlier period may be mutually
agreesble to the Partics.
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ARTICLE V

ADDITIONAL SERVICES AND COORDINATED SERVICE ARRANGEMENTS

Coordinrated Repair Calls. The Parties will employ the following procedures for handling

misdirected repair calls;

1.2

1.3

2.

The Parties will educate their respective customers as to the correct telephone numbers to
call to access their respective repair or customer care centers

To the extent that the cotrect provider of service to the customer is identifiable, the
Parties will refer customers that make misdirected rcpair calls to the other Pany to the
telephone number provided by the provider of service to that customer  Such referrals
will be made in a courteous manner and at no charge to the other Party Communications
with end users of the other Party during such misdirected calls other than referral to the
cormrect number are prohibited.

The Parties will provide their respective repair/customer care contact numbers to one
another on a reciprocal basis.

911 Amangements To provide basic 911 services by connection to GTE's 911 selective

router (i.e., 911 tandem), the following tcrms and conditions will apply

2.1

22

23

24

Description of Service. GTE will provision basic 91! service over an auxiliary
connection. A minimum of two 91! trunks, or that quaniity necessary to provide P 0]
Transmission Grade of Service is required. Basic 911 docs not include detailed location
infor.nation. PrimeCo will ¢ mpensate GTE for the full cost of provisioning the auxiliary
connection and a selective router port charge. Charges for the selective port will be at the
rates set forth in GTE general exchange tarifl. Mobile to Land usage charges are not
applicable on the 911 trunks.

Transport. PrimeCo may obtain transport from GTE for the transport of the auxiliary
connection at the rates set forth in GTE's intrastate switched access tanff or in GTE's
intrastate special access taniff.

Cooperation and [.cvel of Performance. The Parties will work together to facilitate the

prompt, reliable and efficient interconnection of PrincCo's systems to the 911 platform,
without degradation to PrimeCo's existing 911 level of perfoimance amd grade of service

Enhanced 911 (E9]1) When technically feasible, the Partics agrec that they shall make

provisions to ensure access by all of PrimeCo's customers to E911, as required by FCC
Docket 94-102. The Partics are responsible for their own network requirements to
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cstablish E911 connectivity. A separate agreement is necessary between the Parties for
E911 services to be provided by GTE

Information Services Traffic. In the event that either Pany routes traffic for information

services to the other, the following terms and canditions will apply

Routing. Each Party shall route traffic for information services (e g 900, 976, NI 1,
weather lines, sporis lines, etc.) that originates on its nctwork 1o the appropriate
information services platforms connected 10 the other Pany's netwark over the
Local/Intral. ATA trunks.

Recording. The Party on whose network the information services traffic originated (the
“"Originating Party”) shall provide the recorded call detail information to the Party to
whose information platform the information scrvices traffic terminated (the “Terminating

Party”™).
Rating. The Terminating Party shall provide to tbe Originating Party all rating information

necessary to bill the information services traffic to the Originating Party's end users
pursuant to the Terminating Pany’s agrecments with cach infermation provider.

Billing and Collection. The Originating party shall bill and collect such information service
charges and shall remit the amounts collected 10 the Terminating Pany less:

(a) a mutually agreed upon fee for providing billing and collection of the information
service charges; and

(b) any uncollectibles reserve, which shall be caiculated based on the uncollectibles reserve
in the Terminating Party's billing and collection agreement with the applicable information
services provider; and

(c) any customer adjustment provided by the Originating Pany

Blocking. Nothing in this Agreement shall restrict cither Pany from offering to its end
user customers the ability to block the completion of information service traffic

Directory Assistance (DA) and Operator Services At PrimeCo's request, GTE wall

provide to PrimeCo directory assistance services and/or operator services pursuant 1o separate
contracts to be negotiated in good faith between the Panics
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ARTICLE VI
ACCESS TO POLES, DUCTS, CONDUITS AND RIGHTS-OF -WAY

To the extent lawfully required by the Act, GTE shall cach afford 10 PrimeCo access to the poles,
ducts, conduits and rights of way it owns or controls on terms, conditions and prices comparable
to those offered to any other entity pursuant to GTE s tanfls and/or standard agreements.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each Party has executed this Agreement to be effective pursuant to
Section 25 of Article 1.

GTE ida Incorporated Prirm.-(‘u/
. . S .
By 7! icdrbao By, 2t~ m/A__!.%
Name_Connie E. Nicholas Name - imend trindstat?
Assistant Vice President
TitldWholesale Markets-Interconnectiomige_VH/1 10 - tngineering & Uperations
Date January 12, 1998 Date Devenber 17, 1997 _

APPROVED AS T FORM BY e Y
LEQALDERPHRTME N | o FeELCT's LEM. DI
[ 74

Vi1
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ISSUE DATE;
APPENDIX A
SERVICL: MATRIX
Service Location Pol Services
(identified by tandem (Identified by (identificd by
serving area) CLLI code)

GTE PrimeCo
By By
Name Name _
Title Title_ o
Date Date
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APPENDIX B
SERVICE ATTACHMIENTS

Service Atachment ID.

SERVICE ATTACIHIMENT
ACCESS TANDEM INTERCONNLECTION
Locstion: cily, sisie (CLLI code)
Lagal Entitios:
Effscive Dats: (Enter Effactive Duts)

Section 1 - interconnection Facilitics

1.1 The interconnection facilitiea for *s Access Tandem Intarconnection are _

(Enter sppropriste faciity type DS1 or DS3)
1.1.1  Charges for the interconnection facilities are based on the (GTE

ICB) and are subject to change during the term of this Agreementi,
11141 If ICB, the following rate elemaonts and chargos apply’
11114 Non-recurring charges’
{list applicable NRC rate eloments and rates)
11112 Monthty Recurring charges:

{list applicable MRC rate elements and rates)

Tarfl or

Saection 2 - CCBT Acceas Bervice Connection (To be completed if this 1s an SS7 intarconnsction.}

21 The CCE7 Access Service Connecion (Type S) requued lor thrs service is provided by

. (Enter appropriate provider, GTE or Other )

2.1.1 Hthe CCS7 Accesa Senvice Connection (Type 5) is provided by GTE, 1he facility charges are
based on the {Enter appropriate, GTOC or GSTC) FCC NO 1 Tariff and ate subject to

change during the term of this Agreement.

B-]
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Service Attachment ID-

SERVICE ATTACHMENT
END OFFICE INTERCONNLECTION

Location: clly, state (CLLI code)
Lagal Entlles;
Effectve Date: (Enter Effective Date)

Section 1 - Intarconnaction Facilities

1.1 The interconnection faciiities for this End Office Interconnection are . (Enter
spprapriate facility type DS1 or DS2)
1.1.1  Charges for the Intarconnection facilites are based on the (GTE Tariff or
CB) and are subject to change during the term of this Agreement.
1.1.1.1 K ICB, the following rate elements and charges apply:
141141 Non-recuming charges:

{list applicable NRC ratle elements and ratas)
11112 Monthty Recurnng charges.

(list applicable MRC rate elemen!s and rates)

Saction 2 - CC3T Access Sarvice Connection (To be completed if this is an 557 inlerconnection.)

21 The CCS7 Access Service Connection (Type S) requirted for thrs service is provided by
. {(Enter appropriate provider, GTE or Other )

211 Hthe CCST7 Access Sarvice Connection (Type S) is provided by GTE, the facility cherges aje
basedonthe ___ (Enler appropriate, GTOC or GSTC) FCC NO 1 Tanlf and are subject to
change during the tarm of this Agreement.

B-2
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APPENDIX C
RATES AND CHARGLES FOR
TRANSPORT AND TERMINATION OF TRAFFIC

TRANSPORT AND TERMINATION

End Office Switching $.00250
Tandem Switching $.00125

Where interconnection between the Parties is made at a GTE access tandem, the rate for
Transport and Terminstion is the sum of the rate elements above and is reciprocal for local traffic

betweens GTE and PrimeCo. Where interconnection between the Parties is made at a
GTE end office, the rate for Transport and Termination is the End Office Switching rate sbove
and is reciprocal for local traffic exchanged between GTE and PrimeCo  Thesc rates are subject
to adjustment in accordance with section 33 of Article 11l of this Agreememt

TRANSITING
Rate per transited MOU $.00125

The transiting rate, which is the Tandem Switching rate, applics o all local MOUs exchanged
between PrimeCo and another local carrier through facilities of GTEE  This rate is subject to
adjustment in accordance with section 33 of Article Il of this Agrecment

BILLING FACTORS

Terminating Traffic Factors: 20% PrimeCo
80% GTE
100% Total 2-way Usape

The Terminating Traffic Factors deacribe the level of local usage originating fiom one Party and
terminating to the other Party as a percentage of total 2-way loca! traffic exchanged between the
Parties. For example, a factor of 90% for GTE would mean that, of total 2-way local MOUs
exchanged between GTE and PrimeCo, 90% oniginated from a PrimeCo wircless end user
customer and terminated to 3 GTE end user customer. These factors are used to apportion flat
rated transport facilities between the Parties and may be used where needed as a billing surrogate
These factors are subject to change based upon mutually acceptable traftic data on no less than a
quarterly basis. If factors are not updated quarterly, the Pasties shall use the last previously
established factors.
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Transiting Factor: TR GTE Transited

The Transiting Factor is used to determine the amount of traffic to or from PrimeCo that transits
the GTE network. The Transiting Factor is used when needed 1o quantify transiting traffic for
billing purposes, i.e., when recorded billing data is not sufficicntly available When applied to
PrimeCo originated tnﬂ'lc the Transiting Factor determines the transiting traffic that was
generated by PrimeCo (over and above the level of traffic that terminated to GTE)  When applicd
to PrimeCo terminated traffic, the Transiting Factor determines the portion of traffic terminating
10 PrimeCo that was not originated by GTE (which was included in the level of traffic that
terminated to PrimeCo). This factor is subject to change based upon mutually acceptable traffic
data no more frequently than every three months  If the factor is not updated quarterly, the
Parties shall use the last previously established factor  This factor is to be determined by the
Parites if and when it is required for billing purposes

PLU: 100%
The PLU describes the poition of local traffic exchanged between the Parties that both originated

and terminated within the same local calling area (MTA) This factor applies to both onginating
and terminating MOUs.






