
JOHNNIE F. COPElAND, Jr., D.V.M. 

February 11,1998 

.. WtiiKIY POND LAN1 
IAr..MOrA. fiL.ORIIM 14140 

(M1) ... '1711 

Me. Blanca 8. 8afO, Director 
Division of Recorda & Reporting 
Florida Public Service Coaiaaion 
2540 Shuaard Oak Boulevard 
Tallaha••ee, Pl 32399~0850 

Re: Docket •o. 970990-TL 

ORIGINAL 
WILLIAM J. McGINTY, D.V.M. 

Propo•ed tariff filing by GTB Plorida Inc. to transfer 
a portion of the Sarasota exch•nge into the Bradenton 
exchange 

Dear Me. Bay,oa 

Please find enclosed for filing the Direct Teatiaony of 
Williaa J McGinty on behalf of Sarasota Bquine Associates 
in the above .. tter. 
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e ORIGINAL 

SARASOTA EOOINI ASSOCIATES 

DVM 

DOCKET NO. 970990-TL 

PLIUI STATI YOU. NAMI AND ADDRESS 

My na .. ia Willi .. Jaaea Bryan McO nty. My buaineaa 

ia 8325 Whiskey Pond Lane, sarasota, Plorida. 

BY 1fBON All TOO IHPLOTID AND IN WHAT CAPACITY? 

I aa aelf-eaployed aa a veterinarian, and .a partner 

of Sa~aao~a lquine Aaaociatea (SIA). This ia a 

large aniaal ve~erinary practice, a majority of 

vbicb ia aobile. Moe~ of our vork ia done on the 

raraa and at a~ablea. 

STATI YOUR EXPERIENCE WITH SEA? 

been a partner aince SIA vaa foraed about 

twelve yeara ago. I treat and take care of moat 

aajority of which are 

I travel qui~• a bit aa aoat of our clients 

can not bring the aniaala to ua. 

WHAT IS THI PORPOII OP YOUR TIITIKONY IN THIS DOCKET? 

Tbe purpoea of ay teatiaony ia to present SBA'• 

poaltlon on the laauea in thia docket . ~ wi~l 
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explain SIA'a reaaona for not wanting the tranafer 

thia pa~t of the 1ara1ota lxchange to tha Bradenton 

lxcbange. 

Thia tranafer will create unreaaonable expense to 

II&. In addition to tbe inereaaed coat of telephone 

aervice to our already eatabliahed client• ln the 

Venice area, 81& will have a loaa of revenue. M ny calla 

.. reoelYe •~• f~oa pay phon•• at 1tablea or near 

paaturea where horaea are kept. Theae calla often 

are for e .. rgency care of the aniaala. If thla beeo•e• 

a toll call, theae people will call other veterinary 

practice• thinking that beeauae it la a lon; diatance 

call, II& ... t be further away, thua having a longer 

travel tt ... In actuality, we are no further away . 

SIA apeclflcally reaained in Saraaota county ao that 

we could aervice both Bradenton and Venice areaa. 

We need the e .. rgency calla fro• the Venice area, and 

can ill afford to loae th .. ai•ply fro• a aiaeoneeption 

that ve are too far away to be of help in an eaergeney 

aituation. A large portion of our buaineaa ia eaergeney 

in nature. Purtheraore, theae eaergeney calla then 

lead to future regular appointaenta, once ve have 

abovn that ve can .. et ... rgeney needa. 

There are parte of oar buaineaa that are aeaaonal. There 

la a .. jor bor•• 1hovground in Venice where people bring 
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• 
1 their bor••• down to florida to abow the• durin; the 

2 winter . We have been the nor•al veterinarian• on call 

3 there for the pa1t twelve yeare. Thi1 baa occurred 

4 becauae of our acc•••iblllty. Ivery year• there ia 

5 a new group of owner• who ~on•t know the area 

6 agaln, will •••u.e the Sll 1• too far t o be 

7 of aervlce. 

8 eugge1tion1 OTIPL hal offered will only add to 

9 the ooa, ~of telephone • • vi ce to venice or •ake it 

10 .ore difficult for people to reach SBA. 

13 

14 

I r .. ltae that with the aew boundariea that ca111 

to the Pal .. tto area will not be a toll call, however 

tbia ia like robbing Peter to pay Paul. We are not 

.. !eee~aot~a .. rlJ:••~c••»• .. laed~bJ~hawin• Palaet'o 

a toll call aa we would be if tble tranefer ie approved . 

do not believe that we, a1 a ... 11· bu1ine1a should 

penalized for what future develope•ent •ar take place. 

18 We have been in thle location for over four years and 

in .oving here we felt that Iince we re•ained in 

20 1ara1ota County, we would not change our ••alu•~•• 

21 a laraaota telephone nu•ber. At the tl•e •• •oved to 

22 tbia loca~ion we even tried to ~••P our old telephone 

23 nu.ber. lven thi1 change l ed to confulion of our 

24 aa aeldoa are there current telephone directoriel 

The telephone 11 a very integral 
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part of our bu•ine•• and can ill afford any changea 

that aay aa~• it aore difficult for our client• 

to contact Uf• ADy noainal decreaae: tn-aoDthly 

telepboD8 ratea will not aake up for a reduced 

nuaber of the Venice area. 

7 0. SHOULD &rfiCTID CtJitoiiiiS 81 IALLO'l'ID IN OIDIR TO 

8 

9 

DBTBRMINB If ~~ ARB IN PAVOI Or TWI BOUNDARY CH~OI? 

10 A. No. There ia a large nuaber of tran•lent cuato .. ra 

11 in the propo•ed area. All realdent• in the area 

12 are located ln the laraaota Polo Club. Thla Club ia 

13 actively in operation only a few aontha of the year. 

14 tbe•e people are not local nor are they aware of any 

15 boandarl••· They are not aaklng calla to the 

16 Venice area for bu•ln••• purpoaea. Local boundariea 

17 have no aff~t on th••· SIA ia afraid that the other 

18 cuatoaer• will agree to a change of boundariea 

19 al•ply becau•e of indifference, not knowing that 

20 it will adver•ely affect thoae nelghbora that do 

21 call the Venice area. Aa I have atated thi• 1• 

22 not a noraal neighborhood, otherwl•• SIA would 

23 agree to a btlllotlng. If the co-talon decide• that 

24 a ballot ta abaolutely nece~•ary, SIA need• to 

25 be able to contact all of the tnvolved cuatoaere 
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1 to be able to explain our reaaona for not vant.ing 

Z "- 'raaafer and hov it aay affect thea in the future. 

3 1111&,. DO TOO PilL IS THI BIST CAll ·'a~aiiialo? 

4 the boundary ahould ra•ain vhere it ia, a l ong the 

5 county line. Thia ia where it •akaa •oat aenaa. 

6 It vlll not lead to confuaion in the future . Thoaa vho 

7 wiah to have the a .. nitiaa of Saraaota County will 

a live iD l araaota county, tho••• who like Manatee, v111 

9 live ln Manatee. It doaa not aake aanaa, nor. ia it 

10 fair for a ••all buainaaa, already in location to 

11 bave to change either for future growth nor becauae 

12 it •ar be aore aoono•loally faaalbla for • a.aro• oo•pany 

11 -o change the axiatlng boundariaa. Bapacially vhan 

14 there ia no other choice but to uae OTIPL 

15 

16 DOIS THIS IND YOUR TISTIMONY? 

1~ A. Yea it doea. 
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CERTIPICATI OP SIRVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that cople8 of Williaa J McGinty•• 

Direct Testimony on behalf of lara•ota lqulne A••oclate• 

in Docket No. 970090-'l'L vre ••llt via u.s. aail on reruary 

11,1998, to the partie• ll8ted below. 

Kimberly Ca•vell 
PO Box 110, PLTC 0007 
Taapa, Florida 32399-0850 

Mr• Blanca s Baro 
Director Divl•lon of recorda and recording 
Florida P.ubllc Service Ca..taaloD 
2540 Shuaard Oak Blvd 
Tallaha••••, Florida 32399-0850 

Mary Beth Keatlftg 
saae addr••• •• above 
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