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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

DOCKET NO. 971444-GU I~ ~e : Proposed Rules 25-7 . 100, 
F . A . C . , Annual Reports ; a~d 25-
7 . 101 , F.A . C ., Regulatory 
Assessment Fees for Natural Gas 
Transmission Companies . 

ORDER NO. PSC-98-0410-NOR-GU 
ISSUED : March 20 , 1998 

The following Commissioners participated in the disposition of 

this matter : 

JULIA L . JOHNSON, Cha~rman 

J . TERRY DEASON 
SUSAN F . CLARK 

JOE GARCIA 
E . LEON JACOBS , JR . 

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Flor~da Publ~s Service 

Commission , pursuant to Section 120 . 54 , Florida Statutes , has 

initiated rulemaking to adopt new Rules 25-7 . 100 and 25-7 . 101 , 

Florida Administrative Cnde , relat~ng to regulatory ~ssessment fees 

for natural gas transmission companies . 

The attached Notice of Rulemaking will appear in the March 27 , 

1998 ed~tion of •he Florida Administrat~ve Weekly . 

If timely requested , a hear~ng will be held at the following 

time and place : 

Florida Publ~c Service Commission 
9 : 3 0 a . m. , Apr i 1 2 9 , 1 9 9 8 
Betty Easley Conference Center 
Room 152 , 4075 Esplanade Way 
Tallahassee , Florida 32 399-08 50 

J 3 3 6 4 HAR 20 ~ 
.. :- . J. , , .J ··=:.\,. -.- ',~ 

--- - -- --
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Written requests for hearing and written comments or 

suggest1ons on the rules must be received by Lhe Director , Division 

of Records and Reporting , Florida Public Service Comm1ssion , 2540 

Shumard Oak Blvd ., Tallahassee , FL 32399-0862 , no later than Apr1l 

17, 1998 . 

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission, this 20th 

day o~ March, 1998 . 

( S E A L ) 

RIB 
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fLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

DOCKET NO. 971444-GU 

RULE TITLE:: 

Annual Report 

Regulatory Assessment fees 

Rt.LE NO . : 

25-7.100 

25-7 . 101 

PURPOSE AND EffECT: The purpose and effect of Rule 25-7.100 is to 

provide for the filing of annual reports by na~ural gas 

transmission companies as appropriate for regulatory purposes . The 

purpose and effect of Rule 27-7.101 lS to provide for payment of 

regulatory assessment fees so as to allow for safety inspecticns of 

natural gas transmission companies . 

SUMMARY : Rule 25-7 . 100 provides for filing of annual reports by 

natural gas transmission companies on or before April 30 for the 

preceding calendar year . The report includes the balance sheet, 

income staLement and retained earnings statement . Extensions of the 

filing date are provided for . Rule 25-7 . 101 provides for payment of 

a regulatory assessment fee based on 0 . 256 percent annually of the 

natural gas transmission company ' s gross operat1ng revenue derived 

from intrastate business , with exclusions . The fees for respective 

Slx-month periods are due January ·30 and Ju 1 y 30. The rule 

references from PSC/ADM 244 (2/98) , entitle~ "Natural Gas 

T ransmi ss ion Pipel1ne Company Regulatory Assessment fee Return" . 
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Extens~ons of time to pay the fee and penalties and :nterest for 

fa~lure to pay the fee are provided for . 

SUMMAPY Of STATEMENT Of ESTIMATED REGULATORY COST : The cul~s , which 

are summarized above , would currently impact one compa ny, which has 

not yet responded to staff ' s data requests . No impdct on the 

Commission beyond examining the reports and performing safety 

inspections is forese~n . The impact on the company would be the 

regulatory assessment fee , which is unknown at this time and the 

additional transaction costs to prepare the required information 

from read~ly available data . There are no likely impacts on small 

business foreseen and no alternatives available to meeting the 

statutory requirements with the proposed rules . Any person who 

wishes to provide information regarding the statement of estimated 

regulatory costs , or to provide a proposal for a lower cost 

regulatory alternative must do so in wr~ting within 21 days ot Lh~s 

notice . 

SP!::CI flC AUTHORITY : 368 . 104 fS . 

LAW IMPLEMENT ED: 368.109 , 368 . 111 fS . 

WRITTEN COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS ON THE PROPOSED RULE MAY BE 

SUBMITTED TO THE fPSC , DIVISION Of RECORDS AND REPORTING , WITHIN 21 

DAYS Of THE DATE Of THIS NOTICE fOR INCLUSION IN THE RECORD OF THE 

PROCEEDING . 
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HEARING : If REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS Of THE DATE Of THIS NOTI CE , A 

HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE TIME , DATE , AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

TIME AND DATE : 9 : 30A .M . , April 29 , 1998 . 

PLACE : Room 152 , Betty Easley Conference Center , 4 07 5 Esplanade 

~ay, Tallahassee , florida . 

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THESE PROPOSED RULES ARE : 

D1rector of Appeals, florida Public Service CommlSSlon , 2540 

Shumard Oak Blvd ., Tallahassee , florida 32399-0862 . 

THE fULL TEXT Of THESE PROPOSED RULES ARE: 

?~ -7.100 Annual Report 

(1) Each natural gas transmission company shall annually file the 

tollowtnq information with the Commission on a calendar year basts : 

(al Comparative Balance Sheet for the reporting year and the 

prtor yPar 

(b) Comparative Statement of Income for Lhe reporting year ~nd 

the prior year 

(c) Statement o f Retained Earnings for the repo rting year. 

(2) The report shall be due on or before April 10 for the prec~ding 

1; .t I r'oda r year . 

(ll A company nay file a wr1tten request for dO extens1on ot timP 

with the Division of Auditing and financial Analysis no later than 

Apnl 30. One extension of 31 days will be grunted upon request. A 

request for a longer extension must be accompanied by a statemPnt 
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of good cause and shall specify the date b y wh1ch the reoort w1ll 

be filed . 

ltll The compan y shall file an original and three copies of rh~ 

information required in subsection {1) . 

Soecific Authorit y: 368 . 104 , f.S . 

Law Implemented : 368 . 104 , f . S . 

History--New 

25-7 . 101 Regulatory Assessment fees 

(1) As provided i ns . 368 . 109 , f.S ., each natural gas transmiss1on 

compan y sha 11 pa y a regula tory assessment fee. The regulatory 

assessment fee shall be 0.25 percent annually of the natural 0as 

transmiss1on company's gross operating revenue derived from 

intrastate business , excluding sales of gas for resale to natural 

gas transmission companies , public utilities that supply qa;;; , 

municipal gas utilities and gas districts. 

( 2l Regulatory assessment fees are due each January 30 for thP 

preceding 6 month period or any part of the period from Jult 1 

until December 31 , and on July 30 for the Preceding 6 month period 

or an y part of the period from January 1 unt1l June 30 . 

! !) II 111e du" date falls on a Saturday , Sunday , or a legal 

holiday , the due date is extended to the next l:;uslnPs;, l,w, J...l ll1•.: 

fees ar~ sent by reaistered ma1l , the date of the reg1strat1on 1s 

the Un1ted States Postal Service ' s postmark date . If the fPes arP 
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sent by certified mail and the receipt is postmarked by a postal 

employee , t.h~ date on the receipt is the United StaLes Postell 

Service's oostmark date. The postmarked certif1ed mail rece1pt is 

evidence that the fees were delivered . Regulatory assessment fees 

are considered paid on the date they are postmarked by the United 

States Postal Service or received and logged in by the Commiss1oo ' s 

Divis ion of Administration in Tallahassee . Fees are considered 

timely paid if properly addressed , with sufficient postage , and 

postmarked no later than the due date . 

(4l Commission form PSC/ADM 244 (2/961 , entitled " Natural G3s 

Transmiss1on Pipeline Company Regulatory Assessment fee Return " is 

incorporated into this rule by reference and may be obtained from 

the Commission ' s Division of AdminlsLration. The failure of 9 

utility to receive a return form shall not excuse the utility from 

1ts obligation to timely remit the regulatory assessment fees . 

(5) Each natural gas transmiss1on company shall have up to and 

including the due d0 te in which to remit the total amount of its 

(6l A compan y ma y request from the Division of Administration a 30-

~ay extension of its due date for payment of r~gulatory assessment 

tees or for filing its return form . 

(al The request for extens1on must be written and accompao1ed 

by a statement of good cause. 
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fbl The request for extension must be received by the Division 

of Administration at least two weeks before the due date . 

(7) The delinquency of an y amount due to the Commiss1on from the 

comoan y , pursuant to the provisions of s . 368 . 109 , F.S. and this 

rule , begir.s with the first calendar da y after an y date established 

as the due date either by operat ion of this rule or by an extension 

to this rule . 

(al A penalty s hall be added to the amount of fee due . to the 

amount of 5% for each 30 days or fraction thereof . not to exceed a 

total penalty of 25% . 

(bl In addit1on . interest shall be added in the gmount of 1% 

for each 30 da ys or fraction Lhereof . not to exceed a total ot l~ 

~ oer year. 

(8) A Regulatory Assessment Fee Return must be completerl , siqnPd , 

and filed even if there are no revenues to report . 

Specific Autho ri t y: 368 . 10 4 . FS. 

La w Implemented: 368 . 109 , F . S . . 368 . 111. FS . 

History--New 

NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULES : 

NAME OF SU PERVISOR OR PERSONS WHO APPROVEO THE PROPOSED RULES : 

Florida Public Service Commission. 

DATE PROPOSED RULES APPROVED : March 10 , 1998 

DATr. NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAW : 
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Vo lume 23, Number 46, Novemb~r 14 , 1997 

If any person decides to appeal any decision of the Commission with 

respect to any rna t ter considered at the rulema king hearing , if 

held , a record of the hearing is necessary . The appellant must 

ensure that a verbatim record, including test1mony and ev1dence 

forming the basis of the appeal is made. The Commission usually 

makes a verbatim record of rulemaking hearings . 

Any person requiring some accommodation at this hearing because of 

a physical impairment should call the Division of Records and 

Reporting at (850) 41 3-677 0 at least five calendar days prior to 

the hearing . If you are hearing or speech impaired , please contdct 

the Florida Public Service Commission using the Florida Relay 

Service , which can be r eached at : 1-800-955-8771 (TOO) . 
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