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PISCQSSION OF ISSVES 

ISSVE 1: Should ~e Commission approve Florida Power Corporation's 
request for approval of its Metal Halide Pilot Program? 

RECQMMENDATIOti: Yes. The proposed pilot program will allow FPC to 
evaluate the feasibility o f offering a new type of outdoor light1ng 
option with little or no impact on the general body of ratepayers. 
The tariff should become effective on the date of the Commission 
vote. 

STAPP ANaLYSIS: On March 9, 1998, Florida Power Corporation (FPC) 
filed a petition for approval of its Metal Halide Pilot Program 
(pilot). The goal of the pilot is to allow FPC to determine the 
cost of installing and maintaining the metal halide fixtures, their 
effectiveness, and whether this is a program that will be 
beneficial to both the customer91 and FPC if of fered system wide. 
FPC planu on completing its analysis of the pilot within two years. 

Currently, most street lighting applications use high pre91sure 
sodium lampe. Until the invention of the high presoure sodium 1,1mp 
in 1968, mercury lampe were used ln at:reeL llghLing .1nd othtlt 
c xtodor appll cations . Sodium discharge c reates a predominan~ 1 y 
yellow light. FPC asserts thaL some customers have now requested 
the relatively new metal halide lamps instead of sodium lights. 
Metal halide lamps generate a wider spectrum of white light, with 
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betcer color rendering than mercury or sodium lamps. Car dealers. 
for example, have shown interesc in the new metal halidr lilmps. 
because the whiter light makes il: easter for c·untoonet·s lO st:e ~:.he 

color of the cars. 

Since metal halide lights are a relativ.:ly new invenuon, F"PC 
alleges that it currently does not know the lrue coals associated 
with offering metal halide fixtures. FPC pl.:ms on restricting th•· 
pilot to a maximum of one thouoand fixtu~:es and wtll lnstall Lhf'B" 
on the premises of nine customers who have already tequeotcd thJs 
type of lighting. These nine customers will be b11lcd undct· FPC'!I 
Conmission ·approved lighting rate schedule LS·l. The customer w i 1 l 
be required to sign a lO·year contract with F"PC to participate tn 
the pilot. Staff notes that if the LS·l rates are below {or above) 
the true costs of metal halide lights. the nine customers under the 
pilot will receive a service that is not cost ·based . 

This is an optional t a n!f offering inten-led to meet the 
specific needs of customers who desire metal lutlide fixtures. 
F"PC's request to limit the p~lot co nine customers to determine the 
actual costs associated with metal halide f1xtures 1s rea sonable. 
! f the pilot is determined to be successful, FPC wi 11 be able to 
offer all customers charges for metal halide Uxt:ures that arl' 
cost-based . Therefore. sta ff recommends approval of the petition. 
The tariff should become effective on the date o! the Commission 
vote. 

ISSUE 2; Should this docket be closed? 

RECOMMENQI\'I'ION; Yes. If no timely protest is filed, Lhw docket 
should be closed. 

STAFF ANALY.s..l.S..;. This docket should be closed if no pe rno n whou•· 
substantial interests are affected by the action proporu~d ny 1 hlu 
recommendation files a petition !or formnl proceeding within the 
2l·day protest period. If a protest is filed, Lhe tariff should 
remain in of!ect, with any increase In revenues held subject to 
refund, pending the conclusion of the formal proceeding. 
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