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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In re: Proposed Amendment of DOCKET NO. 980275-GU
Rule 25-7.0131, F.A.C., ORDER NO. PSC-98-1659-FOF-GU
Investor-Owned Gas Utility ISSUED: December 9, 1998

Regulatory Assessment Fees.

The following Commissioners participated in the disposition of
this matter:

JULIA L. JOHNSON, Chairman
J. TERRY DEASON
SUSAN F. CLARK

: JOE GARCIA
E. LEON JACOBS, JR.

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF RULE

NOTICE is hereby given that the Florida Public Service
Commission, pursuant to Section 120.54, Florida Statutes, has
adopted the amendments to Rule 25-7.0131, Florida Administrative
Code, relating to investor-owned gas utility regulatory assessment
fees with one change to Form PSC/ADM 67.

The rule amendments were filed with the Department of State on
December 7, 1998 and will be effective on January 1, 1999. A copy
of the rule as filed with the Secretary of State is attached to
this Notice.

This docket is closed upon issuance of this notice.

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission, this 9th

day of December, 1998.
_jsg&==s== 3. f55¥5
—_——

BLANCA S. BAYO, Director
Division of Records & Reporting
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25-7.0131 Regulatory Assessment Fees; Gas Utilities, Gas
Municipals, and Ga§ Districts.

(1) As appliéable and as provided in s. 350.113, F.S. and s.
366.14, F.S., each gas utility, municipal, or gas district shall
remit a fee based upon its gross operating revenue. This fee shall
be referred to as a regulatory assessment fee. Regardless of the
gross operating revenue of a company, a minimum annual regulatory
assessment fee of $25 shall be imposed.

(a) Each invaito:-owned gas utility shall pay a regulatory
assessment fee in the amount of ,005 6+86375 of its gross operating
revenue derived from intrastate business, excluding sales for
resale between public utilities, municipal gas utilities, and gas
districts or any combination thereof.

(b) Each municipal or gas district shall pay a regulatory
assessment fee in the amount of 0.001919 of its gross operating
revenue derived from intrastate business, excluding sales for
resale between public utilities, municipal gas utilities, and gas
district or any combination thereof.

(2) Regulatory assessment fees are due each January 30 for
the preceding period or any part of the period from July 1 until
December 3£: and on July 30 for the preceding period or any part of

the period from January 1 until June 30.
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(3) If the due dateffalls on a Saturday, Sunday, or a legal
holiday, the due date is extended to the next business day. If the
fees Ere sent by registered mail, the date of the registration is
the United States Postal Service's postmark date. If the fees are
sent by certified mail and the receipt is postmarked by a postal
employee, the date and the receipt is the United States Postal
Service's postmark date. The postmarked certified mail receipt is
evidence that the feé; were delivered. Regulatory assessment fees
are considered paid on the date they are postmarked by the United
States Postal Service or received and logged in by the Commission's
Division of Administration in Tallahassee. Fees are considered
timely paid if properly addressed, with sufficient postage and
postmarked no later than the due date.

(4) Commission Form PSC/ADM 67 (Q1/99 &+/96), entitled
"Investor-Owned Natural Gas Utility Regulatory Assessment Fee
Return"” and Form PSC/ADM 71 (07/96), entitled "Gas Municipal or Gas
District Regulatory Assessment Fee Return”" are incorporated into
this rule by reference and may be obtained from the Commission's
Division of Administration. The failure of a utility to receive a
return form shall not excuse the utility from its obligation to
timely remit the regulatory assessment fees.

(5) Each utility, municipal, and gas district shall have up

to and including the due date in which to:
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(a) Remit the total amount of its fee or

(b) Remit an amount which the utility, municipal, or gas
district estimates is its full fee

(6) Where the utility, municipal, or gas district remits less
than its full fee, the remainder of the full fee shall be due on or
before the 30th day.from the due date and shall, where the amount
remitted was less than 90 percent of the total regulatory
assessment fee, include interest as provided by subsection (8) (b)
of this rule.

(7) A utility, municipal, or gas district may request from
the Division of Administration a 30-day extension of its due date
for payment of regulatory assessment fees or for filing its return
form.

(a) The request for extension must be written and accompanied
by a statement of good cause.

(b) The request for extension must be received by the
Division of Administration at least two weeks before the due date.

(c) Where a utility, municipal, or gas district receives an
extension of its due date pursuant to this rule, then the utility,
municipal, or gas district shall remit a charge in addition to the
rejulatory assessment fee, as set out in s. 350.113, F.S.

(8) The delinquency of any amount due to the Commission from

the utility, municipal, or gas district pursuant to the provisions
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of s. 350.113, F.S. and this rule, begins with the first calendar
day after any date established as the due date either by operation
of this rule or by an extension pursuant to this rule.

(a) A penalty, as set out in s. 350.113, F.S. shall apply to
any such delinquent amounts.

(b) Interest at the rate of 12 percent per annum shall apply
to any such delinquent amounts.
Specific Authority: 350.127(2), F.S., 366.14, F.S. (1989)
Law Implemented: 350.113, F.S., 366.14, F.S. (1989)
History: New 5/18/83, 'férmerly 25-7.131, Amended 10/16/86,

4/25/90, 07/08/96, 01/01/99 .






