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December 7, 1998 

TO DIVISION OF RECORDS ' REPORTING 

FROM CHRISTIANA T. MOORE, ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL~ '('1'-

RE DOCKET NO. 980275-GU - PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF RULE 25-
7.0131, F.A.C, INVESTOR-owNED GAS UTILITY REGULATORY 
ASSESSMENT FEES 

Attached is an original and three copies of the 
certification of Rule 25-7.0131. The Department of State must 
receive the original and two copi es of the certification no later 
than 5:00 p.m., December 7, 1998 . The Certification includes: 

(1) An oriqinal and two certified copies of Rule 25-7 . 0131, 
F.A.C., and a copy of Form PSC/AOH-67 (Rev . 01/99) 
incorporated by reference into the rule; 

(2) A sUIIIIary of the rule; 

(3) A summary of the hearinq on the rule; and 

(4) A written statement of the facts and c i rcumstances 
justifyipq the rule. 
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DOCKET NO. 980275-GU 

CERTIFICATION OF 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 

FILED WITH THE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

I do hereby certify: 

LXI (1) That all statutory rulemaking requirements of 

Chapter 120, F.S., have been complied with; and 

LXI (2) There is no administrative determination under 

subsection 120.56(2), F.S., pending on any rule covered by this 

certification; and 

LXI (3) All rules covered by this certification are filed 

within the prescribed time limitations of paragraph 120. 54(3) (e), 

F.S. They are filed not less than 28 days after the notice 

required by paragraph 120.54(3) (a), F.S., and; 

L_l (a) Are filed not more than 90 days after the notice; 

or 

L_l (b) Are filed not more than 90 days after the notice 

not including days an administrative determination was pending; 

or 

LXI (c) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but 

not less than 21 days nor more than 45 days from the date of 

publication of the notice of change; or 
• II') . ~ 

L_l (d) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, ~t . 
C'") ~ 
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not. less than 14 nor more than 45 days after the adjou~fllnent....,pf ,":::;: 
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the final public hearing on the rule; or 

L-1 (e) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but 

within 21 days after the date of receipt of all material 

authorized to be submitted at the hearing; or 

L-1 (f) Are filed more tha~ 90 days after the notice, but 

within 21 days after the date the transcript was received by this 

agency; or 

L-1 (g) Are filed not more than 90 days after the notice, 

not including days the adoption of the rule was postponed 

following notification from the Joint Administrative Procedures 

Committee that an objection to the rule was being considered; or 

L-1 (h) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but 

within 21 days after a good faith written proposal for a lower 

cost regulatory alternative to a proposed rule is submitted which 

substantially accomplishes the objectives of the law being 

implemented; or 

L_l (i) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but 

within 21 days after a ~egulatory alternative is offered by the 

small busin~ss ombudsman. 

Attached are the original and two copies of each rule 

covered by this certification. The rules are hereby adopted by 

the undersigned agency by and upon their filing with the 

Department of State. 

Rule No. 

25-7.0131 



Under the provision of subparagraph 120.54(3) (e)6., F.S., 

the rules take effect 20 days from the date filed with the 

Department of State or a later date as set out below: 

Effective: _,~~~J~ownl-"'ut.liiawr~v'----_.l~w·~..---l~WL9il.9il.9_ 
(month) (day) (year) 
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1 25-7.0131 Regulatory Aaaes ... nt Pees; Gas Utilities, Gas 

2 Municipal•, and Gaa Diatricts. 

3 (1) Aa applicable and a• provided in s. 350.11l; F. S. and 

4 s. 366.14, P.S., each gaa utility, municipal, or gas district 

5 shall remit a fee baaed upon its gross operating revenue. Thia 

6 fee shall be referred to aa a regulatory assessment fee. 

7 Regardless of the groaa operating revenue of a company, a minimum 

8 annual regulatory u .. a-.lt fee of $25 shall be imposed . 

9 (a) Bach investor-owned gas utility shall pay a regulatory 

10 assessment fee in the amount of ~ 8a883~& of its gross 

11 operating revenue derived from intrastate business, excluding 

12 sales for resale between public utilitiea, municipal gas 

13 utilities, and gaa district• or any combination thereof. 

14 (b) Bach municipal or gu district shall pay a regulatory 

15 assessment fee in the ..aunt of 0.001119 of its gross operating 

16 revenue derived from intraatate business, excluding sales for 

17 resale between public utilities, municipal gas utilities, and gas 

18 district or any co.bination thereof . 

19 (2) Regulatory asses ... nt fees are due each January 30 for 

20 the preceding pert od or any part of the period from July 1 until 

21 December 31, and on July 30 for the preceding period or any part 

22 of the period from January 1 until June 30. 

23 (3) If the due date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or a legal 

24 holiday, the due date is extended to the next business 

25 the fees are sent by regiatered mail, the date of the 
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1 regiatratiOD ia the United States Postal Service's paatmark date. 

2 If the fees are HDt by certified mail and the receipt ia 

3 postmarked by a ~tal eiiPloyee, the date and the receipt ia the 

4 United States Postal Service' a postmark date . The postmarked 

5 certif·ied mail receipt ia evidence that the fees were delivered . 

6 Regulatory aaaea..ant fees are considered paid on the date th&y 

7 are postmarked by the United States Postal Service or received 

8 and logged in by tbe Oommiaaion'a Division of Administration in 

9 Tallahassee. Pees are considered tiaaely paid if properly 

10 addressed, with sufficient postage and postmarked no later than 

11 the due date. 

12 (4) Commission Porm PSC/ADM 67 (01/11 87/9,), entitled 

13 •Investor-OWned Ratural Gaa Utility Regulatory Aaaeaament Pee 

14 Retum" ·and Pora PSC/AJJN 71 (07/96), entitled •Gaa Municipal or 

15 Gaa District Regulatory Aa .. aament Pee Return• are incorporated 

16 into this rule by reference and may be obtained from the 

17 Commiaaion'a Division of Administration. The failure of a 

18 utility to receive a return form shall not excuse the utility 

19 from ita obligation to timely remit the regulatory assessment 

20 fees . 

21 (5) Bach utility, municipal, and gaa district shall have up 

22 to and including the due date in which to: 

23 (a) Remit the total amount of ita fee or 

24 (b) Remit an amount which the utility, municipal, or gaa 

25 district estimate• ia ita full fee 

CODING: Wordaundarlined are additional words in 
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1 (6) Where tbe utility, municipal, or gas district remits 

2 less than its full fee, the r ... inder of the full fee shall be 

3 due on or before the 30th day from the due date and shall, where 

4 the amount remitted was less than 90 percent of the total 

5 regulatory assessment fee, include interest as provided by 

6 subsection (8) (b) of this rule. 

7 (7) A utility, municipal, or gas district may request from 

8 the Division of Administration a 30-day extension of its due date 

9 for payment of regulatory asses ... nt fees or for filing its 

10 return form. 

11 (a) The request for extension must be written and 

12 accompanied by a statement of good cause. 

13 (b) The request for extension must be received by the 

14 Division of Administration at least two weeks before the due 

15 date. 

16 (c) Where a utility, municipal, or gas district receives an 

17 extension of its due date pursuant to this rule, then the 

18 utility, municipal, or gas district shall remit a charge in 

19 addition to the regulatory assessment fee, as set out in s. 

20 350.113, P.S. 

21 (8) The delinquency of any amount due to the. Commission 

22 from the utility, municipal, or gas district pursuant to the 

23 provisions of s. 350.113, P.S. and this rule, begins with the 

24 first calendar day after any date established as the du~ date 

25 either by operation of this rule or by an extension pursuant to 
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1 this rule. 

2 (a) A penalty, aa aet out in • · 350.113, P.S . ahall apply 

3 to any such delinquent amounta. 

4 (b) Intereat at the rate of 12 percent per annum shall 

5 apply to any .uch delinquent amounts. 

6 PROPOSED BPPBCTIVB DATI 01/01/99. 

7 Specific Authority: 350.127(2), P. S., 366.14, F.S. (1989) 

8 Law Implemented: 350.113, P.S., 366 . 14, F.S. (1989) 

9 History: Hew 5/18/83, formerly 25-7 . 131, Amended 10/16/86, 
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CERTIFICATION OF 
FORM INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE 

IN RULES FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Pursuant to Rule 1S-1.005, Florida Administrative Code, I do 

hereby certify that the attached is a true and correct copy of 

the following fo~ incorporated by reference in Rule 25-7 . 0131. 

Under the provisions of subparagraph 120.54(3) (e) (6), F.S., the 

attached fo~ takes effect 20 days from the date filed with the 

Department of State, or a later date as specified in the rule. 

PSC/ADM-67 (Rev. 01/99) - Investor-owned Natural Gas Utility 

Regulatory Assessment Fee Return. 
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Rule 25-7.0131 
Docket No. 980275-GU 

Amends Rule 25-7.0131, F.A.C., to increase the regulatory 

assessment fee charged to investor-owned gas utilities from .375 

percent to .5 percent of gross operating revenues from intrastate 

business. 

No hearing was requested and none was held. 
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regulatory assessment fees shall, to the extent practicable, be 

related to the cost of requlating' the type of regulated company. 

In a recent report of a review of Commission operations, the 

Auditor General found that regulatory assessment fee (RAF) 

collections 4uring the 1996-97 fiscal year did not appear to be 

related to the coat of regulation for all industries. The 

Commission res~nded to the report stating that it would consider 

the need for changes in the RAF rates charged to requlated 

companies. 

The Division of Administration reviewed RAF revenues and 

costs for each industry and determined that the cost of 

re~ulatinq investor-owned gas utilities has exceeded RAF revenues 
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Rule 25-7.0131 
Docket No. 980275-GU 

Amends Rule 25-7.0131, F.A.C., to increase the regulatory 

assessment fee charged to investor-owned gas utilities from .375 

percent to .5 percent of gross operating revenues from intrastate 

business. 
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~ - . No hearing was requested and none was held. 
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Section 350.113(3), Florida Statutes, provides that 

regulatory assessment fees shall, to the extent practicable, be 

related to the cost of regulatinq' the type of regulated company. 

In a recent report of a review of Commission operations, the 

Auditor General found that regulatory assessment fee (RAF) 

collectior.s during the 1996-97 fiscal year did not appear to be 

related to the cost of regulation for all industries. The 

-i . 
" 

Commission responded to the report stating that it would consider 

the need for changes in the RAF ra~es charged to regulated 

companies. 

The Division of Administration reviewed RAF revenues and 

cost s for each industry and determined that the cost of 

regulating investor-owned gas utilities has exceeded RAF revenues 



for all but two fiscal years (92-93 and 93-94) since 1989-90. 

This deficit is projected to continue unless the RAF rate i s 

increased. 




