
I State of Florida 

Becbtce Commisrs'bn 
-M-E-M-0-R-A-N-D-U-M- 

/ DATE: February 15, 1999 
TO: 
FROM: Division of Legal Services (Ferguson) 
RE: 

%* 
Division of Records and Reporting 

Docket No. 981781-SU - Application for amendment of Certificate No. 247-S to 
extend service area to Buccaneer Estates in Lee County by North Fort Myers Utility, 
Inc. 

Please file the attached letter dated January 18, 1999, in the docket file for the above- 
referenced docket. 

CF/dr 

cc: Division of Water and Wastewater (Messer, Redemann) 

I:\9*1181F2.cP 

DOCUMENT V W F R - D A T E  

02 1-05 FEB 17% 184 



i i j  trig Mr. William Lowe, Assistant Director, Jm 25 9 19 I:;, 

RE: Docket no. 981781-SU - Application for amendment of 
Certificate No. 247-S t o  extend service area t o  Buccaneer Estates, 
in Lee County by North Fort Myers Utility, Inc. 

In reply t o  your letter t o  us of Jan 13, 1999 we wish t o  make the 
following response. 

It would appear that  you have confused our objection, dated Dec. 
11 ,I 998, with other objections, in that  we did no t  say that  North Fort 
Myers Utility, lnc. did no t  exist; and tha t  we did no t  say they had 
connected t o  this area without our knowledge; and that we did not say 
the rates and charges were too high, although we do think they ai-e. 

Our objections stated that we knew the connection t o  this park was 
illegal and that we fe l t  that both North Fort Myers Utility, Inc. and the 
park owners were working together t o  convince the homeowners in this 
park that the new service was mandated into being by some government 
order and that we were obligated t o  go along with the connection and i t 's  
fin a ncia I consequences. 

Our investigation o f  government records does not  show any such 
government mandate! We can find no order that  was ever issued for this 
connection. Indeed, our investigation shows that  negotiations between 
the above mentioned parties started, and were even concluded, long 
before the appropriate government body was even consulted as t o  i t ' s  
wishes. The negotiations appear t o  have been illegal in light of North 
Fort Myers Utility, Inc.'s illegal trespass into Buccaneer, and appear t o  
have been forrnulated t o  allow the park owners t o  escape a large fine; t o  
allow them t o  escape the cost of  operating a waste water treatment 
plant in the manner in which it should have been operated, according t o  
Florida law; t o  allow them t o  make a large financial gain on the sale of 
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the park's existing underground services, and t o  enrich the pockets of  
the aforementioned ut i l i ty  with exorbitant connection and monthly 

I 

I 
service charges. I 

We would very much like t o  appear before a hearing on this matter 
and be allowed t o  substantiate our comments. A delegate will probably 
speak on our behalf, so that  we avoid repetition of  comments, bu t  we 
also reserve the right t o  speak on our own behalf, if the need arises. 

I 

We do object t o  the extension of  services as was applied for by the 
North Fort Myers Utility, Inc. in their above noted application! We do not 
wish to  be served by them in any way, shape or form. 

We also feel that a large fine is in order for the flagrant disregard 
that North Fort Myers Utility, Inc. has shown for the laws of  this state 
in proceeding with this illegal connection. We are sure the members of 
the Florida Public Service Commission are well aware tha t  this is 
allowed for in section 367.1 6, (1)  and (2) of  the Florida Statutes and that 
they will see f i t  t o  address this matter in the manner is which it 
deserves t o  be addressed! 

We are positive that  the Florida public will be well served by this 
"public service commission". 

Yours truly 

33 977 
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