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July 12,2000 

Marshall M. mer IllL"' s. BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. 850 224-7798 
Suite 400 Fax 850 224-5073 Regulator V i p P m &  *. 
150 South Monroe Street 

-.- 

0 
Mrs. Blanca S. Bay0 
Director, Division of Records and Reporting 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 

Re: Approval of two Amendments to the Interconnection Agreement Negotiated by 
BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. ("BellSouth") and Rhythms Links Inc. pursuant to 
Sections 251, 252 and 271 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 

Dear Mrs. Bayo: 

DooP i5 -74  

Pursuant to section 252(e) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, BellSouth and 
Rhythms Links Inc. are submitting to the Florida Public Service Commission two 
amendments to their negotiated agreement for the interconnection of their networks, the 
unbundling of specific network elements offered by BellSouth and the resale of 
BellSouth's telecommunications services to Rhythms Links Inc. The Commission 
approved the initial agreement between the companies in Order No. 99-0630-FOF-TP 
issued April 2, 1999 in Docket 990146-TP. 

Pursuant to section 252(e) of the Act, the Commission is charged with approving 
or rejecting the negotiated agreement between BellSouth and Rhythms Links Inc. within 
90 days of its submission. The Act provides that the Commission may only reject such an 
agreement if it finds that the agreement or any portion of the agreement discriminates 
against a telecommunications carrier not a party to the agreement or the implementation 
of the agreement or any portion of the agreement is not consistent with the public interest, 
convenience and necessity. Both parties aver that neither of these reasons exist as to 
the agreement they have negotiated and therefore, are very hopeful that the Commission 
shall approve their agreement. 

Very truly yours, 

Regulatory Vice President 

. 



Commissioners: 
J. TERRY DEASON, CHAIRMAN 
SUSAN F. CLARK 
E. LEON JACOBS, JR. 
LILA A. JABER 

0 STATE OF FLORIDA 
DIVISION OF RECORDS & REPORTING 

BLANCA S. BAYO 
DIRECTOR 
(850) 413-6770 

July 13, 2000 

Marshall M. Criser Ill, Regulatory Vice President 
BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. 
150 South Monroe Street, Suite 400 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 -1 556 

Re: Docket No. 000845-TP 

Dear Mr. Criser: 

This will acknowledge receipt of a request BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. for 
approval of amendments to existing interconnection agreement with Rhythms Link Inc., 
which was filed in this office on July 12, 2000 and assigned the above-referenced docket 
number. Appropriate staff members will be advised. 

Mediation may be available to resolve any dispute in this docket. If mediation is 
conducted, it does not affect a substantially interested person’s right to an administrative 
hearing. For more information, contact the Office of General Counsel at (850) 413-6248 
or FAX (850) 41 3-71 80. 

Division of Records and Reporting 
Florida Public Service Commission 

CAPITAL CIRCLE OFFICE CENTER 2540 SHUMARD OAK BO~JLEVARD TALLAHASSEE, FL 32399-0850 
An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer 

PSC Website: http://www.floridapsc.com Internet E-mail: contact@psc.state.fl.us 
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The Amendment entered into by and between Rhythms Links Inc. 
and BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc., dated 05/31/2000, for 

the states of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee consists of the following: 

. TOTAL 3 

1 ITEM 1 NO. 

06/01 /00 
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AMENDMENT 
TO 

INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
RHYTHMS LINKS INC. AND 

B E L LS 0 U TH TE LE C 0 M MU N I CAT1 0 N S , I N C. 
DATED January 8, I999 

Pursuant to this Amendment (the “Aniciidmcnt”), RhyLIiiiis Links Inc. 
(“Rhythms”) and BclISoutli Telecommunic;ltioris, Inc. (”BellSouth”), hereinaftcr rcfcrred 
to collectively as thc “Parties,” hereby clincnd that ccrtain Interconnection Agrccmcnt 
between the Partics dated January 8, 1399 (thc “Intcrconnection AbTeement”). 

WLIEREAS, the Parties enlered into an Intcrconnection Agreement on January 8, 
1999; and 

WHEREAS, the Partics dcsire to amend that Interconncction Agrecinent. 

NOW THEREFOKE, in considcration of the mutual provisions contained herein 
and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are 
hereby ackriowlcdged, the Parties hereby covenant and agree as foilows: 

1,  All Exhibits in Atlachment 1 lof thc htcrcolmxtion Agreement arc 
hcrcby amended to add thc ratcs [or Virtual Collocation Cioss Connects as sct forth in 
Exhibit A of this Amendment. 

2. Thc rates set forth in Exhibit A of this Amendment for thc states of 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, and Tennessee are inteiim and subject to true-up 
based 011 any final ratcs established by a Commission of competent jurisdiction, The 
Parties agree and acknowledge that the Partics accept these rates as intcrim rates subject 
to true-up, and that the Parties do so without waiving any legal rights and without 
prejudicing any position the Parties may takc before any state or fedcral regulatory, 
judicial or legislativc body or in any procecdhg berore such a body. 

The rates set forth in Exhibit A of this Amendment for the statcs of 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina and South Carolina are final rates and arc not 
subject to true-up. 

3.  This Atncnclmcnt slid[ have an cikctive date of May 31,2000. 

4. AI1 other provisions of the Interconnection Agccment dated January 8, 
1999 shall remairi in full force and effect. 

P. 02/04 

5.  Either or boll1 of the Partics shall submit this hncndment  to the 
appropriate Commission for approval subjcct to Scctiou 252(e) of thc Fcderal 
‘l‘eleconimunicutions Act of 1996. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties licrcto have caused this Amendment to the 
Intcrconneclion Ag-cement to bc cxccttted by their rcspcctive duly nuthorizcd 
rcprcscntatives on the date indicatcd bclow. 

Rhythms Links Inc. 

Nnm e: 

Titlc: s e. c v e Ce.., A, Titlc: Senior Director 

2 Date: 

P, 03/04 
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ITEM 
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ATTACHMENT TO TRANSMllTAL LEVER 

NO. 
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25 

The Amendment entered into by and between Rhythms Links Inc. 
and BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc., dated 05/26/2000, for 

the states of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee consists of the following: 

I I I 

TOTAL 25 

06/01 /00 



HIGH FREQUENCY SPECTRUM NETWORK ELEMENT 
AMENDMENT TO THE 

INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
RHYTHMS LINKS INC. and 

BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
DATED JANUARY 8,1999 

THIS HIGH FREQUENCY SPECTRUM NETWORK ELEMENT AMENDMENT (the 
“Amendment”) is made by and between BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. (“BellSouth”) and 
Rhythms Links Inc. (“Rhythms”), as of the 26th day of May 2000. (BellSouth and Rhythms are 
individually referred to as a “Party” and collectively referred to as the “Parties”.) 

WHEREAS, the Parties executed an Interconnection Agreement on January 8, 1999, (the 
“Agreement”); and 

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to amend the Agreement to set forth the terms and 
conditions relating to BellSouth providing to Rhythms unbundled access to the high frequency 
spectrum of BellSouth’s local loops as a network element. 

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the promises contained herein, the 
Parties to this Amendment, intending to be legally bound, hereby agree as follows: 

1, Attachment 2 of the Agreement shall be amended by adding the following Section 16 to 
Attachment 2 of the Agreement: 

16 High Frequency Spectrum Network Element 

16.1 GENERAL 

BellSouth shall provide Rhythms access to the high frequency portion of 
the local loop as an unbundled network element (“High Frequency 
Spectrum Network Element” or ”High Frequency Spectrum”) at the rates 
set forth in Section 4 herein. BellSouth shall provide Rhythms with the 
High Frequency Spectrum irrespective of whether BellSouth chooses to 
offer xDSL services on the loop. 

16.1.1 The High Frequency Spectrum is defined as the frequency 
range above the voiceband on a copper loop facility 
carrying analog circuit-switched voiceband transmissions. 
Access to the High Frequency Spectrum is intended to 
allow Rhythms’ the ability to provide Digital Subscriber 
Line (“xDSL”) data services. The High Frequency 
Spectrum shall be available for any version of xDSL 
presumed acceptable for deployment pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 
Section 51.230, including, but not limited to, ADSL, 
RADSL, and any other xDSL technology that is presumed 
to be acceptable for deployment pursuant to FCC rules. 

\ 



16.1.2 

BellSouth will continue to have access to the low frequency 
portion of the loop spectrum (from 300 Hertz to at least 
3000 Hertz, and potentially up to 3400 Hertz, depending on 
equipment and facilities) for the purposes of providing 
voice service. Rhythms shall only use xDSL technology 
that is within the PSD mask parameters set forth in T1.413 
or other applicable industry standards. Rhythms shall 
provision xDSL service on the High Frequency Spectrum 
in accordance with the applicable Technical Specifications 
and Standards. 

The following loop requirements are necessary for 
Rhythms to be able to access the High Frequency 
Spectrum: an unconditioned, 2-wire copper loop. An 
unconditioned loop is a copper loop with no load coils, 
low-pass filters, range extenders, DAMLs, or similar 
devices and minimal bridged taps consistent with ANSI 
T1.413 and T1.601. ‘The process of removing such devices 
is called “conditioning.” BellSouth shall charge and 
Rhythms shall pay as interim rates, the same rates that 
BellSouth charges for conditioning stand-alone loops (e.g., 
unbundled copper loops, ADSL loops, and HDSL loops) 
until permanent pricing for loop conditioning is established 
either by mutual agreement or by a state public utility 
commission. The interim costs for conditioning are subject 
to true up as provided in paragraph 4.0. BellSouth will 
condition loops to enable Rhythms to provide xDSL-based 
services on the same loops the incumbent is providing 
analog voice service, regardless of loop length. BellSouth is 
not required to condition a loop for shared-line xDSL if 
conditioning of that loop significantly degrades BellSouth’s 
voice service. BellSouth shall charge, and Rhythms shall 
pay, for such conditioning the same rates BellSouth charges 
for conditioning stand-alone loops (e.g., unbundled copper 
loops, ADSL loops, and HDSL loops.). If Rhythms 
requests that BellSouth condition a loop longer than 18,000 
ft. and such conditioning significantly degrades the voice 
services on the loop, Rhythms shall pay for the loop to be 
restored to its original state. 

16.1.3 

$ 

Rhythms’ meet point is the point of termination for 
Rhythms’ or the toll main distributing frame in the central 
office (“Meet Point”). BellSouth will use jumpers to 
connect the Rhythms’ connecting block to the splitter. The 
splitter will route the High Frequency Spectrum on the 



circuit to the Rhythms’ xDSL equipment in the Rhythms’ 
collocation space. 

16.1.4 Rhythms shall have access to the Splitter for test purposes, 
irrespective of where the Splitter is placed in the BellSouth 
premises. 

16.1 A BellSouth and Rhythms enter into this Agreement without waiving current 
or future relevant legal rights and without prejudicing any position 
BellSouth or Rhythms may take on relevant issues before state or federal 
regulatory or legislative bodies or courts of competent jurisdiction, This 
clause specifically contemplates but is not limited to: (a) the positions 
BellSouth or Rhythms may take in any cost docket related to the terms and 
conditions associated with access to the High Frequency Spectrum; and 
(b) the positions that BellSouth or Rhythms might take before the FCC or 
any state public utility commission related to the terms and conditions 
under which BellSouth must provide Rhythms with access to the High 
Frequency Spectrum, including but not limited to the positions that 
BellSouth or Rhythms might take before the Florida Public Service 
Commission in docket no. 000501-TP or before the Georgia Public 
Service Commission in docket no. 12228-U. 

16.2 PROVISIONING OF HIGH FREQUENCY SPECTRUM AND 
SPLITTER SPACE 

BellSouth will provide Rhythms with access to the High Frequency Spectrum as 
fo 11 0 w s : 

16.2.1 BellSouth Owned Splitters 

16.2.1.1 BellSouth is unable to obtain a sufficient number of 
splitters for placement in all central offices 
requested by competitive local exchange carriers 
(“CLECs”) by June 6 ,  2000. Therefore, BellSouth, 
Rhythms and other CLECs have developed a 
process for allocating the initial orders of splitters. 
BellSouth will install all splitters ordered on or 
before April 28,2000, in accordance with the 
schedule set forth in Attachment 1 of this 
Agreement. Once all splitters ordered by all CLECs 
on or before April 28,2000, have been installed, 
BellSouth will install splitters within forty-two (42) 
calendar days of Rhythms’ submission of such 
order to the BellSouth Complex Resale Support 
Group; provided, however, that in the event 
BellSouth did not have reasonable notice that a 



, 

16.2. 

16.2. 

16.2.2 

particular central office was to have a splitter 
installed therein, the forty-two (42) day interval 
shall not apply. Collocation itself or an application 
for collocation will serve as reasonable notice. 
BellSouth and Rhythms will reevaluate this forty- 
two (42) day interval on or before August 1,2000. 

.2 After June 6,2000, once a splitter is installed on 
behalf of Rhythms in a central office, Rhythms shall 
be entitled to order the High Frequency Spectrum 
on lines served out of that central office. 

.3 BellSouth will select, purchase, install, and 
maintain a central office POTS splitter and provide 
Rhythms access to data ports on the splitter. In ths 
event that BellSouth elects to use a brand of splitter 
other than Siecor, the Parties shall renegotiate the 
recumng and non-recurring rates associated with 
the splitter. In the event the Parties cannot agree 
upon such rates, the then current rates (final or 
interim) for the Siecor splitter shall be the interim 
rates for the new splitter. BellSouth will provide 
Rhythms with a carrier notification letter at least 30 
days before of such change and shall work 
collaboratively with Rhythms to select a mutually 
agreeable brand of splitter for use by BellSouth. 
Rhythms shall thereafter purchase ports on the 
splitter as set forth more h l ly  below. 

16.2.1.3.1 BellSouth will install the splitter in (i) a 
common area close to the Rhythms 
collocation area, if possible; or (ii) in a 
BellSouth relay rack as close to the Rhythms 
DSO termination point as possible. For 
purposes of this section, a common area is 
defined as an area in the central office in 
which both Parties have access to a common 
test access point. BellSouth will cross- 
connect the splitter data ports to a specified 
Rhythms DSO at such time that a Rhythms 
end user’s service is established. 

Rhythms Owned Splitters 



16.2.2.1 Upon completion of the conditions set forth in 
16.2.2.2.1, 16.2.2.2.2, and 16.2.2.2.3, BellSouth (i) 
shall provide Rhythms with the option of 
purchasing, installing, and maintaining central 
office POTS splitters in its collocation 
arrangements, and (ii) shall enable Rhythms to 
obtain access to, and provide digital subscriber line 
services to Rhythms’ Customers via, High 
Frequency Spectrum Network Elements that utilize 
such splitters. 

16.2.2.2 Consistent with this splitter option, the Parties agree 
to meet collaboratively as often as necessary to 
resolve the following operational issues, in no event 
later than September 6 or sooner if possible: 

16.2.2.2.1 Maintenance & Repair procedures must be 
established for locating and resolving voice 
troubles found to be in Rhythms’ equipment 
or wiring. 

16.2.2.2.2 Procedures will be developed for 
BellSouth’s testing of voice circuits that 
enter Rhythms collocation arrangement. 

16.2.2.2.3 COSMOS must be modified to be able to 
accept two CFA pair assignments from 
Rhythms when Rhythms orders High 
Frequency Spectrum. In order for this 
modification of COSMOS to be completed 
as quickly as possible, the Parties agree as 
fo 11 0 w s : 

16.2.2.2.3.1 By July 6,2000, Rhythms shall 
identify for BellSouth the cable pairs 
in specific central offices that 
Rhythms intends to use for line 
sharing; and 

16.2.2.2.3.2 BellSouth agrees to complete 
modifications to COSMOS for these 
cable pairs by September 6,2000. 

16.2.2.2.3.2.1 If it is not technically feasible 
for BellSouth to complete 
these modifications by 



, 

September 6,2000, 
BellSouth will use its best 
efforts to develop a work- 
around solution that will 
enable Rhythms to provide its 
services using High 
Frequency Spectrum and 
Rhythms’ splitters by 
September 6,2000. In the 
event such a work-around 
must be developed, BellSouth 
agrees to work 
collaboratively with Rhythms 
to develop said work-around 
and the Parties shall use their 
best efforts to develop a 
work-around that enables 
BellSouth to access records 
for maintenance and repair 
purposes. 

16.2.2.3 In the event Rhythms desires to place a splitter in its 
physical collocation space, and such placement does 
not require additional cabling, cable racking, or 
space, BellSouth will not require an application to 
modify existing collocation space pursuant to 
Attachment 4 of the Agreement. A splitter, for 
purposes of this Agreement, is a passive device 
requiring no power and emitting no heat. Rhythms 
shall provide BellSouth ten (1 0) calendar days 
advance written notice of its intent to place a splitter 
in its collocation space. Such notice shall include 
the following: (1) the date Rhythms anticipates 
commencing the work; and (2) the estimated date of 
completion. Prior to installation of the splitter, 
Rhythms or its certified vendor will provide a 
Methods of Procedure for each affected collocation 
space. In the event the equipment installed by 
Rhythms does not comply with Section 16.2.2.4, 
below, or with applicable provisions of Attachment 
4 of the Agreement, BellSouth, upon delivery of 
written notice to Rhythms, may require Rhythms to 
remedy such non-compliance. Such remedy may 
include removal of the equipment installed if such 
removal is necessary to comply with Section 3.8 of 
Attachment 4 of the Agreement. BellSouth shall 



16.2.3 

16.2.4 

16.2.5 

16.’2.6 

permit Rhythms a reasonable amount of time to 
remedy such noncompliance unless such 
noncompliance is of a character that poses an 
immediate and substantial threat of damage to 
property, injury or death to any person. 

16.2.2.4 Any splitters installed by Rhythms in its collocation 
arrangements shall comply with ANSI T1.413, 
Annex E. or any future ANSI splitter standards. 
BellSouth shall also permit Rhythms to install any 
splitters in that BellSouth deploys or permits to be 
deployed for itself or any BellSouth Affiliate. 

The High Frequency Spectrum shall only be available on 
loops on which BellSouth is also providing, and continues 
to provide, analog voice service. In the event the end-user 
terminates its BellSouth provided voice service for any 
reason, and Rhythms desires to continue providing xDSL 
service on such loop, Rhythms shall be required to 
purchase the full stand-alone loop unbundled network 
element. In the event BellSouth disconnects the end-user’s 
voice service pursuant to its tariffs or applicable law, and 
Rhythms desires to continue providing xDSL service on 
such loop, Rhythms shall be required to purchase the full 
stand-alone loop unbundled network element. 

Rhythms and BellSouth shall continue to work together 
collaboratively to develop systems and processes for 
provisioning the High Frequency Spectrum in various real 
life scenarios. BellSouth and Rhythms agree that Rhythms 
is entitled to purchase the High Frequency Spectrum on a 
loop that is provisioned over fiber fed digital loop carrier. 
BellSouth will provide Rhythms with access to feeder 
subloops at UNE prices. BellSouth and Rhythms will work 
together to establish methods and procedures for providing 
Rhythms access to the High Frequency Spectrum over fiber 
fed digital loop carriers by August 1, 2000. 

Only one competitive local exchange carrier shall be 
permitted access to the High Frequency Spectrum of any 
particular loop. 

To order High Frequency Spectrum on a particular loop, 
Rhythms must have a DSLAM collocated in the central 
office that serves the end-user of such loop. BellSouth will 
work collaboratively with Rhythms to create a concurrent 
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16.2.7 

16.2.8 

16.2.9 

process that allows Rhythms to order splitters in central 
offices where Rhythms is in the process of obtaining 
collocation space and enables BellSouth to install such 
splitters before the end of Rhythms’ collocation 
provisioning interval. While that process is being 
developed, Rhythms may order splitters in a central office 
once it has installed its Digital Subscriber Line Access 
Multiplexer (“DSLAM”) in that central office. BellSouth 
will install these splitters within the interval provided in 
paragraph 16.2.1. 

For splitters owned by BellSouth (as described in Section 
16.2.1 above), BellSouth will devise a splitter order form 
that allows Rhythms to order splitter ports in increments of 
24 or 96 ports. 

BellSouth will provide Rhythms the Local Service Request 
(“LSR’) format to be used when ordering the High 
Frequency Spectrum. 

BellSouth will initially provide access to the High 
Frequency Spectrum within the following intervals: 
Beginning on June 6,2000, BellSouth will return a Firm 
Order Confirmation (“FOC”) in no more than two (2) 
business days. Once BellSouth implements electronic OSS 
for High Frequency Spectrum, BellSouth will return a FOC 
in four (4) hours ninety-five percent (95%) of the time or, 
for orders that do not flow-through, in forty-eight (48) 
hours. BellSouth will provide Rhythms with access to the 
High Frequency Spectrum as follows: 

16.2.9.1 For 1-5 lines at the same address within three (3) 
business days fiom the receipt of Rhythms’ LSR; 6- 
10 lines at same address within 5 business days; and 
more than 10 lines at the same address is to be 
negotiated. BellSouth and Rhythms will re-evaluate 
these intervals on or before August 1,2000. 

16.2.10 Rhythms will initially use BellSouth’s existing pre- 
qualification hnctionality and order processes to pre- 
qualify line and order the High Frequency Spectrum. 
Rhythms and BellSouth will continue to work together to 
modify these hnctionalities and processes to better support 
provisioning the High Frequency Spectrum. BellSouth will 
use its best efforts to make available to Rhythms, by the 
fourth quarter of 2000, an electronic pre-ordering, ordering, 



provisioning, repair and maintenance and billing 
functionalities for the High Frequency Spectrum, 

16.2.1 1 In the event that BellSouth does not deliver, or knows that 
it will be unable to deliver, the High Frequency Spectrum 
to Rhythms on the due date, BellSouth will provide 
jeopardy notices to Rhythms in a timely manner according 
to processes and procedures to be worked out between 
BellSouth, Rhythms and other CLECs collaboratively. 

16.3 MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 

Rhythms shall have access, for test, repair, and maintenance purposes, to any loop 
to which it has access to the High Frequency Spectrum. Consistent with the 
Amendment to the Agreement Between ACI Corp. and BellSouth 
Telecommunications, Inc. dated January 8, 1999 that became effective on 
December 13, 1999, Rhythms may access the High Frequency Spectrum at the 
point where the combined voice and data signal exits the central office splitter on 
a twenty-four (24) hour per day, seven (7) day per week basis and without the 
need for a BellSouth escort. Where BellSouth owns the splitter in a physical 
collocation arrangement, BellSouth shall provide Rhythms with access to splitters 
on such a basis regardless of where in a central office the splitter is located. 

16.3.1 BellSouth will be responsible for repairing voice services 
and the physical line between the network interface device 
at the customer premise and the Meet Point of demarcation 
in the central office. Rhythms will be responsible for 
repairing data services. Each Party will be responsible for 
maintaining its own equipment. 

16.3.2 

16.3.3 

If the problem encountered appears to impact primarily the 
xDSL service, the end user should call Rhythms. If the 
problem impacts primarily the voice service, the end user 
should call BellSouth. If both services are impaired, the 
recipient of the call should coordinate with the other 
service provider(s). 

BellSouth and Rhythms will work together to diagnose and 
resolve any troubles reported by the end-user and to 
develop a process for repair of lines as to which Rhythms 
has access to the High Frequency Spectrum. The Parties 
will continue to work together to address customer initiated 
repair requests and other customer impacting maintenance 
issues to better support unbundling of High Frequency 
Spectrum. 



16.3.4 

16.3.3.1 The Parties will be responsible for testing and 
isolating troubles on its respective portion of the 
loop. Once a Party (“Reporting Party”) has isolated 
a trouble to the other Party’s (“Repairing Party”) 
portion of the loop, the Reporting Party will notify 
the Repairing Party that the trouble is on the 
Repairing Party’s portion of the loop. The 
Repairing Party will take the actions necessary to 
repair the loop if it determines a trouble exists in its 
portion of the loop. 

16.3.3.2 If a trouble is reported on either Party’s portion of 
the loop and no trouble actually exists, the 
Repairing Party may charge the Reporting Party for 

’ any dispatching and testing (both inside and outside 
the central office) required by the Repairing Party in 
order to confirm the loop’s working status. 

16.3.3.3 BellSouth shall cure any troubles reported by 
Rhythms for the High Frequency Spectrum in the 
same interval in which BellSouth is required to cure 
a trouble reported for POTS line. 

In the event Rhythms’ deployment of xDSL on the High 
Frequency Spectrum significantly degrades the 
performance of other advanced services or of BellSouth’s 
voice service on the same loop, BellSouth shall notify 
Rhythms and allow twenty-four (24) hours to cure the 
trouble. If Rhythms fails to resolve the trouble, BellSouth 
may discontinue Rhythms’ access to the High Frequency 
Spectrum on such loop. 

16.4 PRICING 

BellSouth and Rhythms agree to the following negotiated, interim rates for the 
High Frequency Spectrum. All interim prices will be subject to true up based on 
either mutually agreed to permanent pricing or permanent pricing established in a 
line sharing cost proceeding or arbitration conducted by state public utility 
commissions. In the event interim prices are established by state public utility 
commissions before permanent prices are established, either through arbitration or 
some other mechanism, the interim prices established in this Agreement will be 
changed to reflect the interim prices mandated by the state public utility 
commissions; however, no true up will be performed until mutually agreed to 
permanent prices are established or permanent prices are established by state 
public utility commissions. Once a docket in a particular state in BellSouth’s 
region has been opened to determine permanent prices for the High Frequency 
Spectrum, BellSouth will provide cost studies for that state for the High 



Frequency Spectrum upon Rhythms’ written request, within 30 days or such other 
date as may be ordered by a state commission. All cost related information shall 
be provided pursuant to a proprietary, non-disclosure agreement negotiated by the 
Parties. 

16.4.1 The interim rates set forth herein were adopted as a result 
of a compromise between the parties and do not reflect 
either party’s position as to final rates for access to the 
High Frequency Spectrum. 

16.4.2 Any element necessary for interconnection that is not 
identified above is priced as currently set forth in the 
Agreement. 

2. BellSouth shall make available to Rhythms any agreement for the High Frequency 
Spectrum entered into between BellSouth and any other CLEC. If Rhythms elects to 
adopt such agreement, Rhythms shall adopt all rates, terms and conditions relating to the 
High Frequency Spectrum in such agreement. 

3. In the event of a conflict between the terms of this Amendment and the terms of the 
Interconnection Agreement, the terms of this Amendment shall prevail. 



4. All of the other provisbns o f  the Agroamont ShJl mmAh in full force and cf€cgt. 

5.  Eirha or both of the Parties ir authorized to aubmit thlr k n s n d m t  to the mapsnivo 
strte regulatory authorhies fm approval 8ubject to Saction 252(e) of the F c d d  
Tdacommuniationa Act of 1996. 

I% WITNESS WHEREOF. the Partim h m f o  have w s d  this h a m h e n ;  to bo 
executed by their ratpactivs duly wthorizd repmbnhtivst on the date indicated brlow. 

Rhythm Li* Inc. 

By: 

"e: 

Title: -- 

Date: - 
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4. 1\11 of thc other provisions of thc Agreement shall remain in full force and effect. 

5.  Either or both of the Parties is authorized to submit this h e n d m c n t  to the respective 
state regulatory authorities fiw approval subject to Section 252(e) ofthe Federal 
Telccommunications Act of 1996. 

TN WITNESS WIEREOF. the Parties hereto havc caused this Amendment to be 
executed by their respective duly authorized representatives o n  the date indicated below. 

Rhythms Links Inc. BellSouth Telecomunjcations, Inc. 

By: 

Name: Jerry Hendrix 

Title: Senior Director 

Date: 



ATTACHMENT 1 

CLEC/BellSouth Line Sharing Jointly Developed 

Rules for Splitter Allocation 

BellSouth is unable to obtain a sufficient number of splitters for placement in all central offices 
requested by competitive local exchange carriers (“CLECs”) by June 6, 2000. As a result of the 
current shortage of splitters, CLECs and BellSouth developed the following rules for splitter 
allocation. These rules shall apply until such time as those CLECs participating in the creation 
of the rules agree that the regular splitter installation rules should apply. 

1. There shall be a single CLEC priority list of central offices that shall consist of the 
Georgia CLEC priority list combined with the priority list from the other states in 
BellSouth’s nine-state region (the “Priority List”). This priority list shall be used 
for filling orders; it shall determine the order in which splitters will be deployed in 
those central offices for which splitters have been ordered. Georgia central offices 
(CO) will have priority over other state’s COS. 

2. During the allocation period, a CLEC may order 24 ports or 96 ports. In either 
event, BellSouth shall install a 96 port splitter in accordance with the Priority List. 
However, during the allocation period, in the event a CLEC orders 96 ports, 
BellSouth will only allocate 24 ports of the 96 port splitter to the first CLEC that 
orders a splitter for that central office, thus creating a backlog of 72 ports that have 
already been ordered by that CLEC (“Backlog”). In the event of a Backlog, 
BellSouth will charge CLEC a monthly recurring charge appropriate for the number 
of ports allocated to CLEC. In addition, if CLEC requested a 96 port splitter, it shall 
pay a non-recurring charge for a 96 port splitter, but shall pay no non-recurring 
charges when additional ports are added to alleviate the Backlog. 

3. BellSouth will allocate, on a first-come/first-served basis, the remaining 72 ports of 
the splitter (in blocks of 24 ports) to the other CLECs that place an order for a 
splitter at that same central office. 

Orders Submitted by April 28,2000 with Due Date of June 6,2000 or Sooner 

4. A firm order for a splitter issued to the BellSouth Complex Resale Support Group 
(CRSG) on qr by April 28,2000, with due date of June 6,2000, or sooner, will be 
given priority over orders received after April 28,2000. Orders for the first 200 
splitters received prior to April 28, 2000, will be installed on or before June 5, 2000, 
and shall be installed in accordance with the priority list. The first 25 splitter orders 
shall be installed no later than May 22, 2000. 



5 .  In the event CLECs submit to BellSouth more than 200 splitter orders on or before 
April 28,2000, BellSouth shall install fifty (50) splitters a week each week after 
June 5,2000. 

6. In the event there are more than four (4) orders submitted on or before April 28, 
2000, for a splitter at a particular central office, a second splitter will be installed at 
that central office in accordance with the Priority List. 

7 .  Backlogs associated with orders submitted on or before April 28, 2000 will be 
fulfilled in their entirety before any orders received after April 28,2000 are worked. 
In hlfilling a Backlog, the CLEC’s additional ports may not be on the same shelf as 
the initial 24 ports. 

Orders Received after April 28,2000 

8. Irrespective of the Priority List, no orders received after April 28,2000 will be 
worked until after all orders received on or before April 28,2000 have been 
completed. 

9. Once all orders received on or before April 28,2000 have been worked in their 
entirety, orders received after April 28, 2000 will have a minimum interval of forty- 
two (42) calendar days from date of receipt. 

Orders Submitted with Due Dates After June 6, 2000 

10. Any order submitted on or before April 28,2000, with a due date of after June 6, 
2000, will be completed according to the due date provided there is available 
inventory and all orders with a due date of June 6,2000 or earlier have been 
completed. 
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