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Case Background

The Telecommunications Access System Act of 1991 (TASA), Section 427.701, Florida
Statutes, established a statewide telecommunications relay system. This system provides

telecommunications service for hearing impaired persons functionally equivalent to the service
provided to hearing persons.

Section 427.706, Florida Statutes, provides for up to 10 members of an advisory
committee that assists the Commission with the implementation of the relay system. The



! -

Docket No. 040763-TP
Date: November 17, 2005

purpose of this recommendation is to appoint a replacement for one of the committee members
that resigned.

The Commission has vested authority under Chapter 427, Florida Statutes.

Discussion of Issues

Issue 1: Should the Commission approve Ms. Julie Church as an Advisory Committee member
to replace Mr. Rick Kottler effective October 20, 20057

Recommendation: Yes, the Commission should approve Ms. Julie Church as an Advisory
Committee member to replace Mr. Rick Kottler effective October 20, 2005. (Moses, Casey)

Staff Analysis: Section 427.706(1)(f), Florida Statutes, requires that one person with
experience in providing relay services and recommended by the Deaf Service Center Association
(DSCA) be on the Advisory Committee. Mr. Rick Kottler, President of the DSCA has served as
that committee member. However, Mr. Kottler is resigning as a committee member and
recommends that Ms. Julie Church of DSCA take his place. Ms. Church is the Vice President of
DSCA, Executive Director of the Deaf and Hearing Connection for Tampa Bay and is on the
Coordinating Council representing Parents of Deaf Children. Her experience should be very
beneficial as a member of the Advisory Committee.

Staff supports Mr. Kottler’s recommendation and recommends that the Commission

should approve Ms. Julie Church as an Advisory Committee member to replace Mr. Rick Kottler
effective October 20, 2005.

Issue 2: Should this docket be closed?

Recommendation: No, this docket should not be closed. (Rojas)

Staff Analysis: This docket should remain open for the duration of the contract period with
Sprint as the relay provider. This docket is used to monitor relay and contract issues that arise
during the contract term.




