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Case SchedulingDtescheduling Advice 

Event 

Prehearing Conference 

Hearing 

Last Revised 03/23/2006 at 11:34 a.m. 

Former Date New Date Location Time 

05/23/2006 Tallahassee, Room 148 9:30 a. - 11:OO a. 
06/08/2006 Tallahassee, Room 148 9:30 a. - 5:OO p. 

Page 1 of 1 

Remarks: 

Economic Regulation 
Court Reporter 
Staff Contact 

Commissioner Deason Deputy Executive Director 
Commissioner Arriaga General Counsel 
Commissioner Carter Strategic Analysis & Gov. Affairs 
Commissioner Tew Commission Clerk & ADM Services 
Executive Director Competitive MarketdEnforcement 
Public Information Officer Reg. Compliance/Consumer Asst. 

From: Office of Chairman Lisa Edgar 

Docket Number: 060225-E1 -- Petition for determination of need for West County Units 1 and 2 electrical power plant in Palm Beach 
County, by Florida Power & Light Company. 

FPL Need Determination - OEP PSC-06-0245-PCO-EI, 3/23/06 

1. Schedule Information 

2. Hearingmrehearing Assignment Information 

Hearing 
Officers 

Former Assignments Current Assignments 

Commissioners Hearing Staff 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
COMMISSIONERS: 
LISA POLAK EDGAR, CHAIRMAN 

DIVISION OF THE COMMISSION CLERK & 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

J. TERRY DEASON 
ISILIO ARRIAGA DIRECTOR 
MATTHEW M. CARTER I1 
KATRINA J. TEW 

BLANCA S. BAYO 

(850) 413-6770 (CLERK) 
(850)413-6330 (ADMIN) 

March 14, 2006 

R. Wade Litchfield, Esquire 
Florida Power & Light Company 
700 Universe Boulevard 
Juno Beach, Florida 33408-0420 

Re: Docket No. 060225-E1 

Dear Mr. Litchfield: 

This will acknowledge receipt of a petion for determination of need for West County Units 1 
and 2 electrical power plant in West Palm Beach County, by Florida Power & Light Company, was 
filed in this office on March 13,2006, and assigned the above-referenced docket number. Appropriate 
staff members will be advised. 

Mediation may be available to resolve any dispute in this docket. If mediation is conducted, it 
does not affect a substantially interested person's right to an administrative hearing. For more 
information, contact the Office of General Counsel at (850) 413-6248 or FAX (850) 413-7180. 

Bureau of Records 

CAPITAL CIRCLE OFFICE CENTER 2540 SHUhlARD OAK BOULEVARD TALLAHASSEE, 32399-0850 
An Affirmative Action / Equal Opportunity Employer 

PSC Website: http://www.floridapsc.mrn Internet E-mail: mntact@pscstatefl.us 



ICCA OF~cial Fi'ting
I***3/16/2006 3:29 PM*""" **** **1 

Matilda Sanders 

From: Janice Banka 
. Sent: Thursday, March 16,20063:29 PM 
I To: CCA • Orders / Notices 

Subject: Order I Notice Submitted 

Date and Time: 3/16/2006 3:24:00 PM 

Docket Number: 060225·EI (l~ 5 / 

Filename / Path: 2006/060225/060225notice.kef.doc 


NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF PROCEEDING FOR DETERMINATION OF NEED FOR PROPOSED ELECTRICAL 
POWER PLANT. 

Number of pages in Notice - 2. 

Thanks oJ" 

Janice R. Banka 

Deputy Clerk 

Florida Public Service Commission 

Office of the General Counsel 

Economic Regulation Section 

2540 Shumard Oak Blvd. 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

850-413-621 0 (voice) 

850-413-6211 (fax) 

jbanka@psc.state.f1.us 


mailto:jbanka@psc.state.f1.us


CCA Official Filing 
1···3/23/200610:15 AM··· •••• ··1 
1 Matilda Sanders 

1 From: 
. Sent: 
, To: 
Subject: 

Date and Time: 
! Docket Number: 
I Filename I Path: 

Order Type: 

Patti Zellner 
Thursday. March 23. 200610:15AM 
CCA - Orders 1Notices 11 
Order I Notice Submitted 

3/23/200610:14:00 AM 
060225-EI 
060225-oep.kef.doc 
Signed 1Hand Deliver 

I>. 23 Mi 10: 52 
, J'i'" "" 

.> :11;)~10N

CLERK 

ORDER ESTABLISHING PROCEDURE 

(0ripDal wiD be seat to you soon) 



CCA Official Filing 
***4/13/2006 7:24 AM*** "- **** **1 

i Matilda Sanders 

From: Janice 8anka 

Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2006 3:55 PM 

To: CCA - Orders 1Notices; Kay Flynn; Sandy Moses 


i Subject: Order I Notice Submitted 

Date and Time: 4/1212006 3:53:00 PM 

Docket Number: 060225-EI 

Filename I Path: 2006/060225/060225-notice of ph and hearin,..9.kef.doc 

Notice Type: Prehearing/Hearing 
 c.t:..5 ../ 

Notice of Commission Hearing and Prehearing. 

Number of pages in Notice - 4. 

Thanks "J" 

Janice R. Banka 

Deputy Clerk 

Florida Public Service Commission 

Office of the General Counsel 
 yq(,.Economic Regulation Section 

2540 Shumard Oak Blvd. 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

850-413-6210 (voice) 
 PA.b\\( $.850-413-6211 (fax) 

jbanka@psc.state.fl.us 


mailto:jbanka@psc.state.fl.us


MEMORANDUM 


April 26, 2006 


TO: 	 COMMISSIONER ISILIO R. ARRIAGA, AS PREHEARING 0r~I:Er 

FROM: 	 OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL (FLEMING) y;0( ~ 
RE: 	 DOCKET NO. 060225-EI - PETITION FOR DETERMINATION OF NEED 

FOR WEST COUNTY UNITS 1 AND 2 ELECTRICAL POWER PLANTS IN 
PALM BEACH COUNTY, BY FLORIDA POWER & LIGHT COMPANY. 

Attached is an ORDER GRANTING CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT with attachments, which 
is ready for your review and signature. Please call Janice Banka (413-6210) or Katherine 
Fleming (413-6218) when it has been signed. (Number of pages in order - 5) 

KEF/jb 
Attachment 
1:\2006\060225\02158co.kefmem.doc 

..- ..--..~... ------~-------



----------------------------

State of Florida 


JlubItt~~Gt_ 

CAPITAL CIRCLE OFFICE CENTER. 2540 SHUMARD OAK BOULEVARD 


TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-0850 


-~-~-~-()-1t-)l-~-])-1J-~-

DATE: 


TO: I~C +1'C I le-· ~L~-1',+1\ 


FROM: Timolyn Henry, Staff Assistant, Division of the Commission Clerk & 
Administrative Services 

RE: Acknowledgment ofReceipt of Confidential Filing 

OL(/~~-()~ 

This will acknowledge receipt of a CONFIDENTIAL DOCUMENT filed in Docket 

or (if filed in an undocketed matter) concermng 

--~r1~-'~~~l~.~Rr~---I~--'\/_,--~-(-·~-.___________________________,and 

filedoob~~fof~i~~~P_L~/_~=-~r_~_l_)+_·_'~)~~~~~~~~~~~~~~. ~ 

document will be maintained in locked storage. 

Any questions regarding this matter should be directed to Kay Flynn at (850) 413-6770. 

I:\Confid\ackconf.doc 

PSC/CCAOI9-C(Rev 12/05) 



! Marguerite Lockard 

I From: Janice Banka 
i 	 Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2006 11 :45 AM 
To: CCA - Orders 1Notices ,:" MAY 18 PH I: It 5
Subject: 	 Order I Notice Submitted 

Date and Time: 5/18/2006 11 :42:00 AM 	 UJf1HISSION 
Docket Number: 060225-EI CLERK

I Filename I Path: 2006/060225/02158co.kef.doc 
i Order Type: Signed I Hand Deliver 

Order Granting Con I ntial Treatment, with attachments. 

Nu ber of pages in order - 5. 

Thanks "J" 

Janice R. Banka 

Deputy Clerk 

Florida Public Service Commission 

Office of the General Counsel 

Economic Regulation Section 

2540 Shumard Oak Blvd. 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

850-413-6210 (voice) 

850-413-6211 (fax) 

jbanka@psc.state.fI.us 


1 

mailto:jbanka@psc.state.fI.us


CCA Official Filing 
·,··5/24/2006 10:45 AM··· •••• **1 

Matilda Sanders 
,,' (j 

From: Janice Banka 

Sent: Wednesday, May 24, 2006 10:44 AM ,_, . 

To: CCA • Orders 1Notices; Jane Faurot; Sandy Moses; Katherine Flemih~ 

Subject: Order 1Notice Submitted 


Date and Time: 5/241200610:40:00 AM 

Docket Number: 060225·EI 

Filename 1Path: 2006l060225/060225phorder.kef.doc 

Order Type: Signed 1Hand Deliver 


Prehearing Order. 

Number of pages in order _ ~ ~o 

Thanks "J" 

Janice R. Banka 
Deputy Clerk 
Florida Public Service Commission 
Office of the General Counsel 
Economic Regulation Section 
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 
850-413-6210 (voice) 
850-413-6211 (fax) 
jbanka@psc.state.fl.us 

mailto:jbanka@psc.state.fl.us


DIVISION OF THE COMMISSION CLERK & 
STATE OF k O R I D A  

COMMISSIONERS : 
LISA POLK EDGAR, CHAIRMAN 
J. TERRY DEASON 
ISILIO ARRIAGA 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
BLANCA S. BAYO 
DIRECTOR 
(850) 413-6770 (CLE~K) MATTHEW M. CARTER 11 (850)413-6330 (ADMIN) 

K A m A  J. TEW 

June 2,2006 

(CERTIFIED MAIL NO. 7004-1160-0004-5751-1886) 

Natalie F. Smith, Esquire 
Florida Power & Light Company 
700 Universe Boulevard 
Juno Beach, Florida 33408-0420 

Re: Return of Confidential Document to the Source, Docket No. 060225-E1 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

Commission staff have advised that confidential Document No. 04182-06, filed on behalf of 
Florida Power & Light Company, can be returned to the source. The document is enclosed. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions conceming retum of this 
material. 

Sincerely, 

Chief of Records 

KF:mhl 
Enclosure 

cc: Cheryl Bulecza-Banks, Division of Competitive Markets and Enforcement 
Mike HafT, Division of Economic Regulation 
Katherine Fleming, Office of the General Counsel 

CAPI"fi CIRCLE OFFICE CENTER 0 2540 SIfinclARD OAKBOULEVARD TALLAHASSEE, R'L 32399-0850 
An Affirmative Action /Equal Opportunity Employer 

PSC Website: http:Nwww.floridapsc.rom Internet E-mail: mntact@psc.statefl.us 



DIVISION OF THE COMMISSION CLWC & 
ADMINISTRATIVE S!XVICES 

STATE OF B O R I D A  
COMMISSIONERS: 
LISA P O W (  EDGAR, CHAIRMAN 
J. TERRY DEASON BLANCAS BAYO 
ISILIO AWGA DIRECTOR 

(850)413-6770 (CLdK) 
(850) 413-6330 (ADMIN) 

hlATTHEW M. CARTER n 
KATRINA J. TEW 

June 2,2006 

( C E R T m D  MAIL NO. 7004-1160-0004-5751-1886) 

Natalie F. Smith, Esquire 
Florida Power & Light Company 

Juno Beach, Florida 33408-0420 
700 Universe Boulevard UMENT YOCJ-JqO -0 6 

Re: Return of Confidential Document to the Source, Docket No. 060225-E1 

Dear Ms, Smith: 

Cmmi"mison staff 
Florida power & Light 

Attach this card E t h e  back of the mail piece?^ 

material. 1. Micie Addressed to: 0 f-f 1 
NATALIE F SM 

700 UNIVERSE BLVD 
JUNO BEACH F 

KF:mhl 
Enclosure 

2. Article Number 
, ~ ~ ~ s t e r  from SNI- label) 

PS Form 381 1, March 2001 

7n04 l L b 0  0004 5753 l88b 

1 Domestic Return Receipt 1022595-01-M-1424 

cc: Cheryl Bulecza-Banks, Division of Competitive Markets and Enforcement 
Mike H a ,  Division of Economic Regulation 
Katherine Fleming, Office of the General Counsel 

CAPITAL CtRCLE OFFICE CENTER 2540 SHUMARO OAK BOULEVAR~ TALLAHASSEE, FL 32399-0850 
An Affirmative Action I Equal Oppolhlnity Employer 

PSC Website: http:lhm?r.llalidnpsemm Internet Email: eontac@psrstatell.us 



Page 1 of 1 

From: Donna Jones 

Sent: 

To : 
Subject: PSC Approves New FPL Plants, But Adds Requirements 

Thursday, June 08,2006 4:14 PM 

Commissioners & Staffs; All PSC Staff 

A news release was distributed to the daily newspapers this afternoon, 
on the PSC web site: 

http://www. psc.state.fl. us/general/news/pressrelease.cfm?release=95 

6/08/06, and is now available 

6/8/2006 



PSC Press Release: June 8,2006 Page 1 of 1 

State of Floric 

p . d d k ~ e e e  a m n m i w h  
NEWS RELEASE 

June 8,2006 
~ 

Contact: 850-413-6482 

PSC Approves New FPL Plants, But Adds Requirements 

TALLAHASSEE - The Florida Public Service Commission (PSC) granted Florida 
Power and Light’s (FPL) request for two natural gas plants on Thursday, but only 
after the utility agreed to new conservation and fuel diversity programs. 

FPL asked the PSC to approve two gas-fired generating units of 1219 
MW each in western Palm Beach County. FPL says it will be able to build natural 
gas powered units more quickly than other technologies. 

In approving the request, the five-member commission directed FPL to do 
the following: 

.Diversify its fuel sources by accelerating construction of coal- 
fired facilities 

.Increase demand-side management and conservation programs 

.Expand the pricing options for renewable energy producers 

The approved plants in Palm Beach County are expected to begin 
operating in 2009 and 2010. 

### 

Website - http://www.floridapsc.com 
Kevin Bloom, Director, Office of Public Information 

Additional Press Contact: Todd Brown 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850 

6/8/2006 



State of Florida 

q3idllic~erm a- 
-M-E-M-0-R-A-N-D-U-M- 

TO: Blanca S. Bayo, Director, Division of the Commission Clerk and 

FROM: Jane Faurot, Chief, Office of Hearing Reporter Section, Division 
Ad mi n istrative Services 

of the Commission Clerk and Administrative Services 
RE: DOCKET NO. 060225-El. HEARING HELD 06/08/06. 

Re: PETITION FOR DETERMINATION OF NEED FOR WEST COUNTY UNITS 1 
AND 2 ELECTRICAL POWER PLANTS IN PALM BEACH COUNTY, BY 
FLORIDA POWER & LIGHT COMPANY. 

DOCUMENT NO: 05010-06, 06/09/06 

The transcript for the above proceedings has been completed and is 
forwarded for placement in the docket file, including attachments. 

Please note that Staff distribution of this transcript was made to: 

LEGAL, ECR 

JFmm 



State of Florida 

-M-E-M-0-R-A-N-D-U-M- 

DATE: June 12, 2006 

TO: Blanca S. Bayo, Director, Division of the Commission Clerk and 
Administrative Services 

FROM: Jane Faurot, Chief, Office of Hearing Reporter Section, Division 
of the Commission Clerk and Administrative Services 

RE: DOCKET NO. 060225-ElJ PREHEARING HELD 05/23/06. 

Re: PETITION FOR DETERMINATION OF NEED FOR WEST COUNTY UNITS 1 
AND 2 ELECTRICAL POWER PLANTS IN PALM BEACH COUNTY, BY 
FLORIDA POWER 8t LIGHT COMPANY. 

DOCUMENT NO: 04550-06, 05/25/06 

The transcript for the above proceedings has been completed and is 
forwarded for placement in the docket file, including attachments. 

Please note that Staf f  distribution of this transcript was made to: 

LEGAL, ECR 

Ackn W dged by: 6 
JF/rlm 



State of Florida 

DATE: July 7, 2006 
TO: Blanca Bayo, Director, Commission Clerk and Administrative 

FROM: Jane Faurot, Chief, Office of Hearing Reporter Services 
Services 

RE: DOCKET NO. 060225-El, HEARING HELD 06/08/06. 

Attached for filing are Exhibits 1 through 75 representing a 
complete filing of the exhibits identified and admitted into the record 
during the proceedings held in the above docket. 

Acknowledged BY: 

JF/rlm 



, 

COMMISSIONERS: 
LISA POLAK EDGAR, CHAIRMAN 
J. TERRY DEASON 
ISILIO ARRJAGA 
MATTHEW M. CARTER I1 
KATRINA J. TEW 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
DIVISION OF THE COMMISSION CLERK & 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVlCES 

BLANCA S. BAYO 
DIRECTOR 
(850)413-6770 (CLERK) 
(850) 413-6330 (ADMM) 

Natalie F. Smith, Esquire 
Florida Power & Light Company 
700 Universe Boulevard 
Juno Beach, Florida 33408-0420 

Attn: Lynn L Adams - Tallahassee Office 

Re: Return of Confidential Document to the Source, Docket No. 060225-E1 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

Commission staff have advised that confidential Document No. 02 158-06, filed on behalf of 
Florida Power & Light Company, can be returned to the source. The document is enclosed in three 
boxes. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning return of this 
material. 

Sincerely, 

Kay Flynn 
Chief of Records 

KF:mhl 
Enclosure 

cc: Mike Haff, Division of Environmental Regulation 
Katherine Fleming, Office of the General Counsel 

RECEIVED ATE: 

CAPITAL CIRCLE OFFICE CENTER 2540 SHUMARD OAK BOULEVARD TALLAHASSEE, F'L 32399-0850 
An Affirmative Action /Equal Opportunity Employer 

PSC Website: http://www.floridapsc.com Internet E-mail: contact@psc.statefl.us 
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Ms. Alexandria larson 

16933 West Harlena Drive 

loxahatchee, Florida 33470 


Dear Ms. larson: 

Thank you for writing to Governor Charlie Crist. The Governor appreciates your 
concerns about a proposed power plant in loxahatchee, Florida and asked me to respond on 
his behalf. 

The agency that regulates public utilities is the Public Service Commission (PSC), which 
is an arm of the legislative branch of government and therefore, not under the administrative 
authority ofthe Governor's office. Within the Public Service Commission, there is a Division of 
Regulatory Compliance and Consumer Assistance, which I believe may be able to assist you. 

I contacted PSC staff, and forwarded a copy of your letter to them. Someone in Division 
Director Dan Hoppe's office will be glad to respond to your inquiry. If you want to contact the 
Division of Regulatory Compliance and Consumer Assistance directly, please call 1-800-342
3552. 

Thank you again for contacting the Governor's office. For information about the 
Governor's initiatives, please visit ourwebsite at www.f1gov.com. 

Sincerely, 

Cf~1P $/
Warren Davis 
Office of Citizen Services 

I 
""WD/cas

I celenc: Florida Public Service Commission' 

.. -._._- 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 


Tallahassee, . Florida 32399-0850 

http:www.f1gov.com
http:www.flgov.com
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area. The 1989 Comprehensive Plan said. . 
so but the commissioners saw. things: 
differently arid changed the rules. This 1\ 

' 	is done quite fr~uently.Thefuriny thing 
is me., Port St.'Luci~County ,commis
sionets voted ag~nst building an FPL i 
plantjustiecently. They rnn~meeting i 
until ,5 ,a.m.-I Wlsh ourcommissionersi 

. h~d ~at f9.r:es~ght arid m~igenceto say',' . 
-·no to. thiS,one.,TlleFPL'plant in Riviera 

FPL Power Plant Beach is.U1emOst polluted in the State of 
. ". Florida, aI14here ,we ,are letting them 

'Plan A Problem " , " (FPL)c~ntinue~to'polluteOurareawith
In referencetoMattA~etbach's FfL ,out question oico~cern, for the safety, 

,article laSt week (FPL' Powe,r Plant. health an4.,weR Qeingof therestdents. , 
'tJeede4 To Palm Beach QoUlltysThis facility Will not be'ofl,enefi.fto:Us, 

1),-I think a few facts w~ Thi~ is for new units (690.000 to be eX
, . ," , . act), t;\ot to help,us ~hen our lights 'are 

,.,"""....,-..... is aMoIQtovi,:of{ days after a hurricane or to 
here's the i.' miikc ' '. .existing cus~'~ 

-'_.."--" :2) 12.6 'FPLuse 'the 

. ,tol~)toied 	 nalleee'eglledly 
not east. 	 . llber 

area, , 	 "number' 
l' lovely , . in -9523. Start 
t ' municipality was. . ,y~lli~g~Bytheway. where is ourc9m
s away) ilieyeven sent letteJ:s nussl0ner? . - ',' 

or of Royal Palm BeachandTl
. 	 Alexandria LarSon7_'''':''' :....0".;;0 , 

1 	 but' did not extend the' ~.m'lC'"cIOUI1'eSY , Loxahatchee 
the people who will be directly , .. ,' 

• 	 by impacts ()fa power plant bigger than, 
1 	 the Turkey Point and TreasUre Coast' 

plants combined. The stackS' alone are 
1,49 feet high and there willbe 12 of them 
spitting out some lovely emissions, such 

. 	 as 40 tons of sulfuric acid mist. 220 tons 

of particle matter, etc ... This is ,some

thing that we have not been exposed to F< 

before. and I certainly do not want to be 

exposed to now. 


The fact ofthe matter is we were never 

supposed to have. a power plant in our 






$100000 and allowed the purchase of 60acres ofland for $1.8 million. This option was 
neve; recorded with the Palm Beach County Clerk ofCourt. Anthony Masilotti and Paul 
Masilotti decided to fonn a trust, the ARM Family Land Trust, that would list Paul Masilotti 
as the sole beneficiary, but in reality would be used to hide Anthony Masilotti's concealed 
partnership interest with Paul Masilotti in the option agreement. 

16. -Shortly after receiving this option, Masilotti first voted before the Board of County 
Commissioners to allow Aggregates to have Flo.rida Power and Li t build a ower lanlon )< 

" a different portion 0 Aggregates roperty within Palm Beach CO~!i: Masilotti voted on 
r 'ffiiSmeasurCin February without discloslng toffie P\ibIiCffiat he and his brother Paul 

Masilotti had a concealed fimmcial interest in the Aggregates property holdings. 

17. 	 Next, Anthony Masilotti appeared as a County Commissioner at a meeting of the Village 
Council for the Village ofWellington, and advocated for the annexation ofthe Palm Beach 
Aggregates' 1,200 acre parcel by the Village of Wellington. MasHotti knew at the time that 
such annexation would allow for residential development ofthe 1,200 acres ofland owned 
by the Aggregates, and that accordingly the value ofthe 1,200 acres would greatly increase. 
Masilotti was aware that the Wellington Village Council voted to table th,e proposal to annex 
the Aggregates land. 

18. 	 Less.• lh,,? two .w~ee ~er the We~lington Village Council tabled the ann~ati.on proposal, 
Mastlottl partiClP ed· In a meeting of the Palm Beach County CommISSion where a
discussion ensu regarding the possibility of giving Palm Beach Aggregates the same 
residential development rights as might be granted by Wellington, but only ifthe Aggregates 
agreed to stay in unincoIporated Palm Beach County. During this discussion and the meeting 
ofthe Commission held on April 22, 2004, Masilotti intentionally failed to disclose that he 
held a concealed financial interest in the 1,200 acres ofland being considered. 

19. 	 In the Fall of2004, Masilotti traveled with Paul Masilptti and David Lee to Micco, Brevard 

County to look at certain undeveloped real property. Masilotti saw a 300 acre tract lying 

north of Micco Road and west ofU.S. 1. Subsequently, Anthony Masilotti looked at the 

same property with Lee and Tomeu. Shortly thereafter, the Aggregates purchased that 

property through Micco Eastern Holdings, LLC ("Micco Eastern") in February 2005 for 

approximately $7.7 million. In March 2005, Lennar Homes signed a contract for the 

purchase of the 1,200 a~res from Palm Beach Aggregates·for $300 million. 

20. 	 In April 2005, the ARM Family Land Trust agreed to release its option to buy 60 acres of 

land inside the 1,200 tract. In exchange for the release of the option, Palm Beach 

Aggregates, as the sole member of Micco Eastern-Holdings LLC, agreed to transfer 100% 

beneficial control and ownership ofMicco Eastern to the ARM Family Land Trust. No deed 

was recorded inBrevard County to reflect this change in beneficial ownership. As a result 

ofthis transfer and exchange, Anthony Masilotti's interest remained concealed at all times, 

and that for payment oUI00,000, Anthony Masilotti and Paul Masilotti controlled property 


4 

http:ann~ati.on


through Micco Eastern worth approximately $8 million. 

21. 	 As to Masilotti's federal personal income taxes, Masilotti and Miteffimpaired and impeded 
the lawful function of the Internal Revenue Service in the ascertainment, assessment and 
collection offederal personal income taxes due and owing by Anthony MasiJotti for calendar 
year 2004, by failing to report the approximate $50,000 payofffrom Daniel Miteff and also 
by deducting as business expenses approximately $29,000 in· gambling debts. The total tax 
due and owing by Masilotti for 2004 is approximately $28,512.00. . 

Respectfully submitted, 

R. ALEXANDER ACOSTA 
~EDSTATESATTORNEY 

By: 

. .Jj~-Jld.
An~ihttff~ \ 
Defendant 

~;':-'-''';\.:j ¢r?'<':;. " f' 
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Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Office of Energy Projects 
Division of Gas"':' Environment & Engineering 
Gas Branch 3 

January 29, 2007 

Mrs. Larson 
16933 West Harlena Drive 
Loxahatchee, FL 33470 

RE: Gulfstream Phase III Project in Martin and Palm Beach Counties, FL 

Dear Mrs. Larson: 

Enclosed are the hard copies of the materials you requested and that are available as 

public record under FERC's eLibrary. Specifically, they include: 


• Notice of Intent 
• Comments from development firms Lake Point, LLC and Mayaca, LLC 
• Response to above comments from Gulfstream Natural Gas System, LLC 
• Agency comments from the Florida Department ofTransportation 

On page 5 through 7 of the Notice of Intent, you will find instructions on how to file 

comments on this project. Please direct all future comments to the Secretary, in order 

that they may be filed and responded to appropriately. Future requests ofhard copy 

materials and other information may be directed to the Office ofExtemal Affairs, at 1
866-208-FERC (3372). 


Unfortunately, we do not have a record ofnames ofthose who attended the site 
visitlpublic meeting in late September 2006. Also, since we do not have jurisdiction over 
the Florida Power & Light Company's construction of the West County Energy Center, 
we do not have the blasting requirenients that you inquired about. 

Sincerely, 

~~o-L-Q ~ 

~~\C ~~~\..\~e\d.iut
un Yi 

OVironment oject Manager .~'f'(~ L- \ 2. 0 0(. 

, :\
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Nancy Gribble 
1525 Gallop Drive 
Loxahatchee, Florida 33470 
(561) 793-4573 

February 1,2007 

The Honorable Nathaniel P. Reed 
Hobe Sound, Florida 

Re: 	 FPL West County Energy Center 
Loxahatchee, Florida 

Dear. Mr. Reed, 

As the govenunentalliaison for the Fox Trail Property Owners' Association, I am privileged to 
write you to share our residents' concerns with the proposed FPL West County Energy Center. 

Fox Trial is an equestrian-friendly community located on Southern Boulevard, directly fronting 
the Lion Country Safari Theme Park in the unincorporated central-western area ofPalrn Beach county 
called Loxahatchee. Fox Trail was platted in the early 1970s and consists of212, 5-acre lots that exist 
on private wells and sewer. The proposed FPL West County Energy Center will be located 
approximately 2.1 miles west ofFox Trail. 

Briefly, I will swnmarize the concerns that I voiced in regards to FPL's Certification Application . 
at the Administrative Hearing: 

(1) 	 The application states that the predominant land use out to a 5-mile radius is 
mining/agriculture and refers to one residential area .75 miles northeast ofthe plant's site. 
The application omitted the following residential communities comprised of 
approximately 6000 residents - Deer Run, White Fences, Fox Trail, The Acreage and 
Loxahatchee Groves. Furthermore, on January 5, 2006, the Palm Beach County Board of 
County Commissioners approved a 2000-home PUD, Highland Dunes, on a former Palm 
Beach Aggregates mining site just east ofthe L-8 canal, and only .25 mile from the 
proposed FPL West County Energy Center. 

(2) 	 The application states that FPL selected this particular site because the property is located 
in an "industrial area". This property is not in an "industrial area", Rather, its land use 
designation is RR-10 (Rural Residential! unit per 10acres) and the zoning district is SA 
(Special Agriculture). The designation for a power plant on this site was a zoning 
exception approved by the Palm Beach County Board ofCounty Commissioners. 
Furthermore, in August 2002, the PBC BCC amended their zoning regulations to no 
longer permit power plants in areas zoned residential. 

(3) 	 The application's data used for Weather Factors regarding emission ofpollutants is 
outdated, ranging from 1948-2000. The application acknowledges over 4000 tons of 
deterioration emissions yearly. It is well documented that temperature changes, including 



global wanning, have had adverse affects on weather, which can negatively impact the 
effect ofemissions on surrounding populations, both wildlife and human. Furthermore, 

. FPL will be permitted to store distillate fuel oil to be used asa back-up fuel source for 500 
hours per year. The application does not stipulate under what criteria this fuel will be 
used, nor how these emissions will be monitored. There are significant environmental 
areas that may suffer irreparable hann from these emissions: the L-8 canal wildlife 
corridor (.25 mile to the east), the l.W. Corbitt Wildlife Natural Area (to the north) and the 
Arthur G. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge (to the south). 

(4) 	 The application justifies this site for the proposed FPL West County Energy Plant by 
stating that the property is "accessible to Florida's existing natural gas pipeline network". 
There is no existing natural gas pipeline network within this area. Gulfstream Natural Gas 
Systems LLC, has been contracted to bring a pipeline that runs through the Gulf of 
Mexico into Tampa Bay through Hardee, Highlands, Okeechobee and Martin Counties. 
Gulfstream will extend the pipeline approximately 35 miles south from Martin to Palm 
Beach County (8.8 miles in Martin County and approximately 26.2 miles in Palm Beach 
County). Gulfstream will exercise eminent domain powers to obtain the necessary land to 
lay the pipeline. 

(5) 	 The application does not adequately address the environmental concerns regarding the . 
blasting that Palm Beach Aggregates is permitted to do through 2032 as it relates to its 
mining and excavation operations, in relationship to the 12.6M gallons ofdiesel fuel that 
FPL will be storing on site in three storage containers. Also ofconcern is the proximity of 
the natural gas pipeline to the diesel and the blasting activities. 

(6) 	 The application refers to the usage of6.5 billion gallons ofwater per year and 21 million· 
gallons ofwater per day regarding the use ofthe site's deep-well injection. Such 
consumptive use ofwater for the operation ofthe FPL West County Energy Plant is of 
grave concem as it relates to surrounding residents' private wells and sewers, and the 
effects such consumptive water use may have on surrounding wildlife habitats and water 
storage areas designated for Everglades restoration. The application does not specify any 
mitigation measures regarding the drying up or collapsing ofprivate wells nor the 
deterioration/extinction of existing habitats. 

Thank you for taking the time to explore our concerns. I appreciate your taking a moment out of 
your busy schedule to consider the implications ofthe proposed FPL West County Energy Plant. 

Please allow me this time to also thank you for your years ofservice dedicated to the protection of 
the environment and Florida's treasured Everglades. 

With Sincere Regards, 

Nancy Gribble, Governmental Liaison 

Fox Trail Property Owners Association 


Enclosure 
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>:Too-wide State Road 80

" . 

·;In.eans too many'people 


lREC 


, , he Wellington-Royal Palm Beach
'" Acreage area has crowded 

.' schools and crowded roads. Itwill 


. . be hard enough to fix those problems if 

., land now used for faimin~ stays farm


"'" land. It will be impossible if farmland is 
converted into homes. 

:. ,,' Yet, last week, 'the Metropolitan 
• Plannin\i Organization, approved 10 

: ~~ie~~agh~eC:n~~fR~ujh:n~. 
Forest Hill Boulevard - two more than 
in the CQunty's comprehensive plan. 

" " "I "'onder when we will ever 
learn?" asked Dan Cary, planning direc
tor for the South Florida Water Man
agement District Good question. For 
decades, Palm Beach County .had 

. sprawled relentlessly westward, gob
'. bling up farmJand and draining wet
:; lands. This year, the county will spend 
;. $43 million, two-thirds of that from fuel 
.: taxes, on roads. 
.' , Six of the seven elementary schools 
" serving'the area are crowded. Acreage 

Pines has more than twice the number 
of students that can be accommodated 
in permanent classrooms. H.L. Johnson 
and New Horizons have nearly twice as 
many. Wellington Landings Middle 

:: School is at 155, percent of capacity. 
Wellington High is at 140 percent. ' 

The county must accommodate up 
" to 10,000 more families in The Acreage, 
. because those land owners have the 

Expahsion"'to 1 0 lanes 
will mean unanticipated 
,development. in the 
werst possible area. 

County Commissioner Ken Foster, 
a member of the MPO' board, says 
oWners of Callery Judge and the Walsey 
property have expressed interest in 
development. But County Commission
er Carol Roberts" another MPO mem
ber, points out that Callery Judge just 
built a packing house. '1 don't see 
massive 'development in the next 20 
years," she said. ' 

There is some confusion as to what 
the MPO actually did. Ms. Roberts, who 
made the motion, says the board voted 
for six Janes (up from the current four), 
a two-lane service road and room for 
mass transit. "I think we've got to have 
people understand they must get out of 
their cars," she said. 

But that's an argument for building 
transit in place of traffic lanes, not in 
addition to them. If there are enou&tt 
roads to accommodate development of 
the farmland, the county will be hard
pressed to deny development. 

The MPO doesn't build roads, but 
its opinion is very influential. The pro

:' right to build. But large pieces of farm ject "will be given serious consider
,: land in the area, such as Callery Judge ation" for the Florida Department of 

CommiSSll)(,Groves, the Walsey tract and Mecca Transportation plan to be adopted' in 
, Farms, total nearly 13,000 acres. At one July, said the DOT's John Anderson. If 

home per acre, that's another 130,000 so, the work probably would be d.one 
auto trips per day and ,7,800 students. within five years. 

The school system w~uldneed $100 Southern Boulevara cannot be held 
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,'A~~ault on The Acreage
~"""""" 

P alm Beach County'starid':'use ad
"visers are doing for growth man
agement what the medfly is do

ing for the state citrus industry. . 
They wantto cove( areas north and 

west of Royal Palm Beach with so
called "new towns" that concentrate 
development in a few places. Tradition-
al'suburban, sprawl spreads like peanut 
butter, gobbling up open .space and 
creating costly demands for services. 
:: In theory, "new towns" in suburbs' 

attract jobs, thus .cutting traffic' by al
lowing people to shop and work near 
where they live. As with most good 
ideas in planning, some developers and 
tHeir allies have been busy trying to 
exploit it. Enter the Land-Use Advisory 
B.oard, which has been operating more 
like a wing of the development industry. 
Last week, the board endorSed a pro-

A pleasant-sounding plan for 
'new towns' is just a ploy to 
undmnine growth manage

ment in a critical area.· 

age. They do not replace the existing 
"peanut butter;" they just make it 
crunchy. "There needs to be country
side between these places," says Mi
chael Busha, director of the Treasure 
Coast Regional Planning Council. 

The 13,000 new homes contemplat
ed are not considered in any county or 
schoo) plan. Royal Palm Beach is con
cemed about additional traffic. As for 
the cost, estimates for the Agricultural 
Reserve Area suggest that 13,000 
homes there would require $100 million 

posal by Chairman John Corbett that 'inroads and schools alone. Palm Beach 
new towns be created on 13,000 areas County already has 23,000 schoolchil
near The Acreage now given over to dren in portable dass(O()ms. 
a¢.cu1~ure. "We have a ~q~.e oppor- 'Anyone wanting to develop anew 
tun:ty, Mr. Corbett SaId. We can town can find plenty of places well east 
satisfy not only,0ll! goals but the goals of The Acreage. The advisory board's 
of the commumty. . "recommendation" is a ploy to under-

The board seems to believe that ' mine growth management -with tax
laild' should be rezoned if its owner 
wants it rezoned. If you're going to 
fonow that logic. why plan at all? Be
yond that, these "new towns" wouldn't 
reduce sprawl Instead, they would 
worsen sprawl in and arourtdThe Acre-

payers getting the bilt The county 
commission can stop it on July 22 by 
rejecting the idea. If the commissioners 
go along, they should at least acknowl
edge how much this peanut-butter sur
prise will cost their constituents. 
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~'New·towns,' old ruse.• 

('tII.P alffi Beach County commission-

ers have several good chances 
this week to keep growth from 

overwhelming the county. " 
'1" In hearings beginning today. com
missioners will consider a list. of 
changes to their liPld-use map, which 
r~ides planning. One change wo~d 
allow a 150,ooo..square-foot shoppmg 
. center and 284 homes on Northlake 
Boulevard near The Acreage. 
. On Tuesday, commissioners will 

consider a Land-Use Advisory Board 
"suggestion that they explore creation of 
"new towns" - supposedly self-con
tUned development.$ - at one home 
per acre on 13,000 acres near The 
Acreage.. ' . . 

BOth Northlake projects would be 
"Qn the north side of the road west of the 
West Palm Beach Water Catchment 
'Area, which feeds the city's reservoir. 
The homes would be across the road 
!rom Ibis Golf imdCountry Club and the 
shopping center just to th~ west. There 

. i& no need for e1the! proJect, and bo~ 
are in an .area designated to remam 
iiiraJ. in the North Palm Beach County/ 
South Martin County Planning Forum. 
:. The changes would be. "teaJ?fro(' 

development, a classic plannmg ffilstake 
in which remote areas are developed 
while vacant land closer fo existing
cities is passed over. 
;,; The Acreage, itself on~ of the coun
ty's worst examples of sprawl, may 
need more commercial development 
'when it is built out, but the Northlake 
property is not weD located for that 
purpose. Commercial. development 
planned for Ibis will meet the needs of 
the immediate area. 
, ''New towns" are another non-an

-?> swer to commercial needs in The Acre
age. As proposed, they would in fact 
create new needs. New towns work; 
only m areas not yet developed, where 
they can be surrounded with open 

From growth near The Acre
age to chipping away the Ag 
Reserve, commissioners are 

being asked to ruin planning.. 

space. This plan is simply a ruse to 
increase the value of the 13,000 acres. 

The Northlake projects and "new 
town" proposals are just some of t!te 
problems commissioners need to avold~" 
The potential for disastrous develop
ment in the Ag Reserve still looms, 
even though Charles and Helga Marqu
see last week withdrew their request to 
remove their 40 acres from the reserve. 

The Marquesees haven't given up; 
they've just delayed the request. And 
the lobbying to. break up the 20,soo.. 
acre Ag Reserve apparently is working. 
An advisory panel voted 7-6 to remove 
the Marqusee property. 

If county commissioners do that, 
how can they refuse J. Clinton Scott the 
next time he tries to get his 120 acres 
removed? The Scott property is sepa
rated from the Marqusee property only 
by the right of way for the Lyons Road 
extension. And after the Scott property, 
then what? 

Commissioners have said they want 
to save the Ag Reserve from develop- . 
ment but never have put up money to 
buy development rights. It will be even 
worse if they now start actively disman
tling the reserve. 

Long-range plans by Palm Beach 
County and the sch901 board don't 
account for development in the Ag 
Reserve or· around The Acreage. Who 
will pay for the schools, roads and 
libraries needed to serve these people, 
and how? The county commission 
should not make planning decisions that 
make county residents pay for too-rapid 

growth. 1.;2.t... q., PO).f 



c6iiriiy limit
blasting at. i':. 
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1The code lets the n'elk excavation on J.ox Rohd,.

company expand but which supp1iesr~~ m.alen.,'al to tIe....county. can eontinue to operat4''':cuts operatio.ns to . The lcm.d. develop~~t c<¥e".
weekdays between 	 now perrmts GKK, Whlcho~ '.about 3,000 acres west ofL\)n..• ;·10 a.m. and 5 p.m.; 	 Country Safari, to expand by on¢e':

again allowing excavation on agri-. 'By ANGIE FRANCALANCIA cultural land.. GKK excavat~Palm Beach Post Staff Writer . about 1,000 acres now und~'(lLOXAHATCHEE - Round- . late-l980s approval. The ontithe-clock operations at the huge nance limits operations to wee:tt:'.:GIQ{ Corp. quarry must stop be- ¢lfs; blasting may occur only be~· ' ..cause of a law the Palm Beach tween 10 a.m. and 5 p.m, It also.: ~jCounty Commission adopted outlines dust, noise, odor and sel:-"Monday. back requirements. :' .But because GKK may other- . But commissioners sided with .. ~ ..wise continue to blast lime rock GKK· by declining to. impose:a·.from the earth - and pursue 1-mile separationerotp r.esidential :.:>expansion plans - the' changes to property. That ·restriction would:· :the county's land development have taken about half'ofGlars":. code are only a partial victory for ~ out cif production. ' ::.~ : .neighbors in Deer Run, White Still, the codes will cause more: :"Fences and Fox Trails whose scrutiny when GKK expands.. .. ".homes have vibrated' the past "We'll apply for approval oftbe . ::three years. The closest residents whole site," said Gary Brandet!--: ~live less than a quarter-mile from· burg, GlOrs lawyer. He said an '.the operation. The L-8 Canal is the application will be ~ubmitted SOOn. ::::only separation between the The new ordinance will re-' .neighborhood. and the quarry. quire an outside explosives expert: '.':"It's a start," said Commission' to endorse a mining impact study· .Chainnan Ken Foster. He prom-. the company must submit to ex- "..ised residents more regulations pando The study wiIJ set the Jevel :and warned GKK officials that he of· vibration allowed. Some resi-'would push for high fines - such' dents say the level should be zero. ":as$5,OOOperblast-ifthecompa "My home is2~ miles away.: ".ny violates the ordinance. and it Shakoes regularly," said."tThe commissiOn also outlawed Wayne Boynton of Fox Trails." .~excavating businesses in Jupiter "They should be required to do .',
Farms unJess they havedir~ct .whatev~ is netessary"to preven.t :~r.cess to Indiantown:Road. The . any shaking of homes. .... ::.'\

"... 



,Money drives politics; 

look at· State Road 7 

, I' . don't know who giv~ me mon

ey. I never look at the list. I A 23-mile stretch in Palm 
. didn't want' somebody saying I Beach County will be wid. owed them a favor." So says Palm 

Beaco County Commissioner Ken Fos ened because landowners who . 
ter, who did a $100 million favor for will benefit made it happen.some'of his biggest contributors. 

'Politicians and donors say the mon
ey that passes between them is mean- ;
ingless. State Road 7 proves otherwise. receiving state money. ~ ; 

- As The Post detailed in a four-part Growth-contrgl advocates barely 
senes laSt week, money bought access noticed. Commissioner Karen Marcus 
to politicians who manipulated govern- says she trusted Mr. Foster. The land
ment:to benefit the' donors .at the ex- owners were persistent and patient, 
pe,tis~ of the public. and they had money. There neverwas·a 

::::Mr. Foster helped landowners along make-or-break vote t'o rally opp~nents.
tlifi routhern part of State Road 7 win Now the deal is done. The develop
$100 million in state grants to widen the ers won't have to pay for the road 
~inile stretch between Glades Road state taxpayers will do that. And devel
and Okeechobee Boulevard. With more operswon't pay the true cost of adding 
capacity, landowners and developers 50,000 residents to the area along State 

. Win make millions 'putting houses, of- Road 7 over the next 20 years. Instead, , 
fiees,and stores on former pastures. all 'coutity r~~dents will pay higher 

·In 1988, developer money paid for a taxes to subSIdize the schools, streets ' 
political campaign that changed the way and services those homes will require. 
county conunissioners are elected. There also is the cost of traffic jams and 
Since 1900, they have run from single- thr~ts to the water supply. 

,- ntember districts, not in. countywide .The damage for that stretch of State 
races; Th!!change cut the power of Road 7 is done. It should not be made 
south county condos,whose residents worse by extending the road north of 
favoted growth management It also Okeechobee. Wetlands, rather than a 

. , hllowed development contributions, sudden concern for controlling growth, 

. which went to candidates in all seven may stall that extension. 
districts, to' have more impact. When But the press for greater develop
;Mr. Foster joined the commission in ment will continue to be the county's 
1990, SR 7 landowners paid 10 percent biggest day:-to-day issue. The county 
of hi~ $100,000 campaign. commission is opening the Agricultural 

Soon after, he formed a "safety" Reserve Area, through which SR 7 
committee to push for widening. Land- passes, to development The Acreage 
owners and their consultants controlled and Jupiter Farms are being urbanized. 
the panel. They operated quietly and There's an attempt to turn citrus 
skillfully. They jiggered safety data to groves even' farther west into major 
show that SR 7 was the most dangerous. cities. Few politicians are resisting. 
road. They exploited Hurricane An- When it's widened, State Road 7 will 
drew' to make the preposterous claim be a highway that supports damaging 
that a wider SR 7 could be an evacuation levels of development The real reason 
route. They courted congressmen and for the road's widening has little or 
got token federal money. All this nothing to do with safety. It's based on 
pushed the road that would make their favors done for money received. That's 
land valuable to the top of the list for the oldest two-way street in politics. 
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\0,·. Will FPLTurn the EvergladeS~~to .. 

. ...'t~" . 

R;vero'Ga~
~ 

FPL has proposed a massive 3,300 Megawatt (MW) Fossil Fuel Power Plant, the West County 
Energy Center' (WCEC), in the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) on Southern Blvd, 1000 feet 

north of the Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge-a headwaters to 
what's left of the southern Everglades ecosystem. The WCEC is just west of the L-8 canal, Lion 
Country Safari & Fox Trails; directly neighboring Enrique Tomeu's scandal ridden Palm Beach 
Aggregates, which has active blasting permits until 2032. There will be 12 stacks, each 149 

feet tall. This plant will generate power for nearly half-a-million units of new development. 

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) approved a permit for the initial 2,500 MW, 
which received 'final certification' on Dec. 19th

, 2006. This permit includes: 

~12.6 million gallons of diesel fuel, stored on.site, burned as back up fuel 500 hours a year 

*6.5 billion gallons of water a year drawn from surface and aquifer sources 

*Up to 21 million gallons of wastewater deep-well injected daily (their first test well failed) 

*3,500 tons of emissions a year (including: SOl, PM, PMlo, 1'010., CO, VOC a SAM; C01 emissions are 
not regulated and thus not included in this equation) spreading pollution over a12 mile radius 

*1'010. levels above the DEP's Best Available Control Technology (BACT) standard 

*Inadequate information regarding potential impacts: 

-To well water supply of surrounding communities 

-To native wildlife (including approx. 30 threatened a endangered species in the Refuge) 

-Of disasters to surrounding communities and the Everglades Ecosystem 

-Of acid rainfall over the Lox. National Refuge and nearby J.W. Corbett Wildlife Mgt. Area 


This Power Plant will also require 30 miles of new gas pipeline through western Martin and Palm Beach 
County. The applicant. Gulfstream Natural Gas System LLC, has expressed intent to impact two wetland areas and 
has requested a variance to degrade water quality in the L-S canal. 

In the past several months, FPL has caused radioactive leakage from their St. Lucie Nuke 
plant,created the largest on spill.of the decade into Manatee Bay and caused an explosion 
at their Port Everglades plant. The only existing FPL plant in Pal'm Beach County, the Riviera 
Beach plant, has been identified as one of the dirtiest plants in Florida. Why have the Palm 
Beach County Commissioners and Florida DEPapproved another FPL ecological nightmare?!? 

FPL says we need this power to meet our increasing development and energy use. Yet growth that was 

speculated for South Ronda is now uncertain due to a combination of drops in the real estate market, 

Department of Community Affairs (DCA) opposition, and serious environmental/water supply concerns. 


We must tell FPL, FDEP a: the Governor's Cabinet that we would rather conserve energy 

and slow development than risk poisoning our communities and destroying the natural 


environment. 


For more information contact: 

Palm Beach County Environmental Coalition (561 )588-9666 PBCEnvlroCoalitioo@gmail.com 


, .j!. 

mailto:PBCEnvlroCoalitioo@gmail.com
http:spill.of
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"Natural gas pipeline safety is a myth. 
The u.s. Office of Pipeline Safety records hundreds of incidents involving I' 
gas pipelines each year. You can easily check this by visiting the pipeline 


statistics page of their website at http://ops.dot.gov. 

But statistics don't tell the story of pain and loss that occur when an 


accident happens..." From Earth Alert! (www.earthalert.org) 


Cleveland East Ohio Gas Explosion occurred on the afternoon ofFriday, Octob..:r 20th, 1944. The resulting 
gasleak, explosion and fires killed 130 people and destroyed a one square mile area on Cleveland, Ohio's east 
side. But this was by no means the last large scale natural gas disaster to occur ... 

r 
The Piper Alpha was a North Sea oil production platform operated. by Occidental Petroleum. It produced 
around 10 percent of the then oil and gas production from the North Sea. An explosion and resulting fire 
destroyed it on July 6, 1988, killing 167 men. To date it is the world's worst offshore oil disaster. 

The Texas Eastern Transmission Corporation Natural Gas Pipeline Explosion and Fire 'was in Edison, . 
New Jersey on March 23. 1994 when the 36" diameter natural gas pipeline, about 7' underground, exploded in 
flames next to the Durham Woods apartment complex. The resulting fire destroyed or severely damaged 14 of 
the apartment buildings. One death occurred from a heart attack suffered by Sandra Snyder, who was unable 
to sumhlon emergency workers "amid the chaos.". 

The 1998 Esso Longford gas explosion was a catastrophic industrial accident which occurred at the Esso 

natural gas plant at Longford in the Australian state ofVictoria's Gippsland region. On 25 September 1998, an 

explosion took place at the pl;:l.nt, killing two workers and injuring eight. Gas supplies to the state of Victoria 

were severely affected for two weeks .. 


In August 2000 there was an explosion in a Carlsbad, New Mexico natural gas pipeline that caused flames 

to shoot 500 feet into the air~ killing 12 who had been camping at a nearby river. An EMTon site described 

what he saw as a "little Hiroshima". . 


On January 19,2004, in Skikda, Algeria, a steam boiler that was part of an LNG production plant exploded, 

triggering a second, more massive vapor-cloud explosion and ftre that took eight hours to extinguish. The 

explosions destroyed a portion of the LNG plant and caused damage outside the plant's boundaries and killed 

23 people. 


On March 16, 2004, an explosion destroyed a section of a nine-stoiy building in Arkhangelsk, Russia. The 

death toll from the explosion was 58. In April 2004, authorities arrested and charged a former employee of the 

city gas service for allegedly sabotaging the gas system thus causing the tragedy. 


The 2006 Milwaukee explosion refers to the explosion of a 10,000 gallon propane tank at the Falk 

Corporation in the industrial Menomonee River Valley neighborhood of Milwaukee, Wisconsin on Decembt:r 

Q, 2006. 46 people were injured and at least three were killed. Cars were reportedly flipped through the air 

and debris scattered over several blocks. The disaster is still being investigated. 


To get involved in local environmental issues: (561)588-9666 

http:pl;:l.nt
http:www.earthalert.org
http:http://ops.dot.gov
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FPL 
July 31) 2006 

Mr. Joseph R. May P.G. 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
Southeast District r-9~ wDCe 
Underground Injection Control Program 0) q '1 ~/f5"-CJo:J'~U!..
400 North Congress Avenue 
Suite 200 
West Palm Beach, 
Florida 33401 

RE: 	 Florida Power & Light Company 

West County Energy Center Project 

Class I Injection Well Application Fee 


Dear Mr. May: 

On July 25. 2006, Golder Associates submitted an Engineering Report and Exploratory Well Construction 
and Testing Application for a Class I Injection Well System on behalfofFlorida Power & Light 
Company's ("FPL") West Courtty Energy Center The application submittal included a check for 
$5,000.00. Via correspondence from your office dated July, 26, 2006, attached, We have been informed 
that the application fee is $750.00. We are therefore enclosing a check forS750.00 for the application fee. 

Please note a subsequent revision to the application was submitted on July 28, 2006. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need additional information I can be contacted at (561) 
691-7518. 

Sincerely, 

J • 

~ , ; .'
/ ') 0'---

·--htJ...jJ,..,.,.,.)-t/- / '~"/0J.....v-<--.~ 
Barbara P. Linkiewicz .,\ 

Environmental Licensing Manager C· . 

Florida Power & Light Company 


http:htJ...jJ
http:forS750.00
http:5,000.00


S1.000 to ~2.499 
Anonymous 
Bluma Appel 
Ralph Arwood 
Mary Barley 
Andrew Barnes 
Jane M. Berry 
Frances Bethel 
BirkiU Environmental Services, Inc. 
Edward t &Ullian H. Bishop 

Foundation 

Thomas D. carr 

Stephen and Karen Clegg 

David Dance 

M.C. Davis 

Lawrence and Genevieve lykes 


Dimmitt 

Dorothy E. Ebersbach 

Katherine D.W. Findlay 

John F. Aanigan 

lC. Forsyth 

Fraternal Order of Eagles 

Mary Ann Friese 

GE Foundation 

Dr. Allyn Golub 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gow 

l\enneth A. Hale 

Frank Hawkins, Jr. 

Highwaymen Artists, UC 

Jamee and Marshall Field 


Foundation 
Jessie Ball duPont Fund 
Dr. Curtis Jones 
The Kate Ireland Foundation 
Catherine S. Kiddoo 
Callos A. Lama 
Kate Kirkham Luzius 
Bret L)'On 

Audubon is deeply grateful to all the individuals. COrpOf:3:Gns. fJundatiolls 3i\G 
whOSe generous contributions supported our cOl1secvat j, 'iivrK timmgnout florkL: 
fiscal year 2006, The following list recognizes dono;s 1.2005 thriJugi, bl: '?'. 

F. Evelyn Marsh 
Geraldine F. Martin 
Carol·Ann May 
John Robert Middlemas 
Larry and Pat Wells Minthorn 
James l Morris 
Danny Mullins 
National Gypsum Company 
Dr. Mark 1. Orr 
Penniman Family Foundation 
James S. and Julia Peterson 
Mrs. Samuel Reid Sutphin 

Rebecca Richardson 

Mr. and Mrs. John Rigsby 

Douglas Santoni 

Sarasota Audubon Society 

Susan Schumann-Skehan 

H. James Sigsbee 
Scott and Naomi Crews Smith 
Elisabeth A. Smith 
John F. Sorey. III . 
Tampa Audubon Society 
Virginia Tarika 
Tom and Grace Tate 
Sarah Ann Thompson 
Walter and VictoriaTschinkel 
Douglas E. and Madeline L Warns 
Wheelabrator McKay Bay. Inc. 
John C. Winn 
Harold L Wyman foundation, Inc. 

Bill and Ginnie Young 

Zeigler & Zeigler, Inc. 

Wayne rlebell 

$2,5011 to $4,999 

William O. Birchfield 

John R. DallePeue 

Driggers Foundation 


Eagle Audubon Society 
Engelhardt Hammer 

&Associates, Inc. 
The Greater Cincinnati Foundation 
John H. Hankinson 
Helen M. Harrison Fou nd ation 
JP Morgan Chase 
Carolyn Murphy 
Vulcan Materials Company 
Worksite Communications, Inc. 

moo to $9.999 
Jaye and John Barrett 
Robert and francine Barrett 
Barron Collier Jr. Foundation. Inc. 
The Bond Foundation. Inc. 
CF Industries Inc. 
CGMK Foundation 
The Chingos Foundation 
Glenda and Fritz Corrigan 
CXR Radio 
Frank E. Duckwall Foundation. Inc. 
Ecoventure Wiggins Pass, Ltd. 
William Ekberg 
F. M. Weston Aud ubon Society 

Hamill Family Foundation 

Hamilton Family Foundation 

Jack W, Thompson Community 


Charitable Trust 
K2 Engineering Inc. 
Joanne Arbaugh - MPS Foundation 
Northern Trust Bank of Florida NA 
Susan P. Orr . 
Ann Paul 
Ernst W. Steudle 
Sun Sentinel ~iversity Venture Fund 
T!CO Energy Inc. 
Pinellas County Community . 

Foundation - Tonne Fund and 
Bushnell Fund 

Mae Wood 
Carl D. and Mary Ida Yost 

$lO,O()u to $24.99~ 
leonard L Abess, Jr. 
Joseph Ambrozy 
Barron Collier Partnership 
The Bruning Foundation 
Judy and C. Frederick Buechner 
Helen Burnham 
Collier County Audubon Society 
Community Foundation of Collier 

County 

Kiki L Courtelis 

HenlY Dean 


one . f".........--_ 
Florida Power &Ugilt Co. 
IiillOmon Pi'iti! FOundatioll 
JoSepnm'e-w.-llWJIWIIll........ 
Heinz and Marianne luedeking 
Marcia T. MacKinnon 
Richard A. Pettigrew 
W. Douglas Pitts. Sr. 

Robert F. Schumann 

SeaWOt1d &Busch Gardens 


The Perkins Charitable Foundation 

Royal Caribbean International 

Elaine and Scott Taylor 

Ellen and louis Wolfson, III 


S50,QI}O to S99.S;J~ 


Forrest C. Lattner Foundation, Inc. 

Martin Foundation, Inc. 

Mosaic Fertinzer, UC 


$i 1llT.IlQO and abo~,! 


The Batchelor Foundation 

Everglades Foundation, Inc. 


We apologize lor any omissions 
or errors on this list Please 
contact the Development Oept. 
at 305-371-6399 to confirm 
corrections or addition$. 
Thank you. . 

Conservation fund 
lee Lauderback - Stallion RY""'" .""",
J. Holley Taylor t,... I ,,' 

TerrylKane Orlando. Inc. a....... v 

Visitors Bureau of Naples, Inc. 

Walt Disney World Co. 
 ('-I)

v.'··..' 
$25.000 to $49.999 
Gordon 1. Barnett Memoriaflorida 

Foundation 
louise H. Courtelis 

Recent legislation allows people 70 years of age and older to make a Note that this opportunity applies only to gifts made during 2006 and 
current gift of up to $100,000 from traditional or Roth Individual Retirement 2007. Be aware also that THE TRANSFER OF THE FUNDS MUST BE MADE 
Accounts (lRAs). This development provides a new philanthropic vehicle DIRECTlY BY YOUR PlAN ADMINISTRATOR. Withdrawing money from your IRA 
for holders of IRAs. The advantage here is that while donors do not receive and then giving it to the charity would be treated as ataxable distribution, 
charitable tax deductions for their IRA gifts, they do avoid paying taxes on thereby incurring some income tax liability. 
the gift amounts-taxes that would otherwise be payable upon withdrawal If you would like to further explore the possibility of supporting Audubon 
from an IRA. of Florida with an IRA transfer, please call Development Director Tim 

At 70, owners of IRAs must begin taking taxable distributions from Bachmeyer at 786-402-4841. Or call Audubon Vice President Wayne 
their plans. (Remember that IRAs were never intended to avoid taxes. only Mones at 212.-979-3033. 
to defer them.) At 70 it is time to pay the piper. Many people may therefore Also please consider naming Audubon as abeneficiary of a portion of 
find it more advantageous to make charitable gifts from their IRA accounts, the amount remaining in your IRA at the time of your death. Generally, it is more 
rather tha nfrom other resources. advantageous to leave IRA assets to charity, and cash and stocks to family. 
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From: Heron, Teresa 
To: GremlinLtd@aol.com 
Date: 4f211200610:36:34AM 
Subject: West CoUnty Information 

FP8tL's West County Energy Center 

08/01/06 Need Determination by PSC 

..09/01/06 DEP issues Project Impact Analysis,including proposed COC's 

10/02/06 Certification hearing before the AU ,.... 

12/01/06 AU issues Recommend Order 

5-02/06L07 Siting Board Heartng on Certification 

. Thanks, 
Teresa Heron, Engineer 
Permitting South Section 
Bureau ofAir Regulation 
Phone 8501921~9529 
teresa.heron@dep.state.fl.us 

file://C:\Documents and Settings\Alexandria\Local Settings\ Temp\9AI05F36-65794FF1-... 8/3112006 

file://C:\Documents
mailto:teresa.heron@dep.state.fl.us


Page 3 of3'Florida Department ofEnvironmental Protection (FDEP) 

07/12- Combined Land Use & Certification hearing 
13/06 before Administrative Law Judge 

09/27/06 Cabinet Aides Meeting 

Anticipated Siting Board Hearing on 
10/03/06 Certification 

FPltLI-S"'West County Energy Center 

06/28/06 Need Determination by PSC 

DEP issues Project ImpactAnalysis, Including 
07/18/06 proposed cocrs 

09/06/06- Certification bearing before thE!' AU 

,lOlo6/06 AU issues Recommend Order 

Anticipated,Siting Board l:tearing"QD11/14/06 , Certification 

Transmission Line Applications in 

Process 


None at this time 

Last updated: August 24, 2006 
2600 Blair Stone Rd M.S. 48 Tallahassee, florida 32399 850-245-8002 (phone) / 850-245-8003 (fax) /205-8002 

(SUNCOM) 

http://www.dep.state.fi.uslsitingIHighlightslapplications_inc...P!ocess.htm 8/3112006 

http://www.dep.state.fi.uslsitingIHighlightslapplications_inc...P!ocess
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THE EVERGLADES COALITION 

RESOLUTION OF THE EVERGLADES COALITION 

WHEREAS, the West County Energy Center (WCEC) is a power plant proposed by 
Florida Power and Light for a location in western Palm Beach County; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed placement of the WCEC borders the Everglades 
Agriculture Area, is adjacent to the Arthur R. Marshal Loxahatchee National 
Wildlife Refuge, and is in close proximity to the J.W. Corbett Wildlife 
Management Area; and 

WHEREAS, the operation of the proposed WCEC will consume 6.5 billion gallons 
of water per year in direct competition with water intended for Everglades National 
Park and Everglades Restoration projects; and 

WHEREAS, the operation of the proposed WCEC will generate 3000 tons of annual 
emissions, which may be transported to the nearby wildlife areas and the 
Everglades National Park; and 

WHEREAS, twelve million gallons of diesel fuel will be stored onsite as backup to 
the natural gas pipeline, which if spilled could cause massive damage in the nearby 
wildlife refuges or water storage areas; and 

WHEREAS, the construction and operation of the proposed WCEC will disrupt the 
wildlife intended for protection in the neru:\>y National Wildlife Refuge, and 

WHEREAS, the energy from the proposed WCEC is not required to meet existing 
needs, and would produce substantial excess energy capacity in the region; and 

WHEREAS, the construction and operation of the WCEC increases Florida's 

dependence on non-renewable energy sources. 


Now therefore, the Everglades Coalition resolves and recommends: 

1) That no decision on the approval of the WCEC, an important environmental 
issue for the future of Florida, should be considered until after the installation of 
our new Governor. 

2) That no power plants should constructed adjacent or in the Everglades 

Agriculture Area. 


3) That Florida should focus on conservation and renewable energy sources rather 
than construct more infrastructure dependent upon non-renewable sources. 

BE IT SO RESOLVED, on December 18, 2006 

National Co-Chair, Everglades Coalition 



One hurdle left for FPL plant 

1. The state's. siting board will discuss the Loxahatchee project today. 

By KRISTI E. S\VARTZ and MITRA MALEK 

Palm Beach Post StaffWriters 

. Tuesday, December 19,2006 

. The fate of the first power plant to be opened in Palm Beach County since the 1960s lies in the 

hands of Gov. Jeb Bush and the Cabinet, despite last-minute attempts by some residents to delay 

the decision. 


The Cabinet, meeting as the Power Plant Siting Board, will meet today to discuss Florida Power 
& Light Co.'s proposed $1.2 billion, 2,200-megawatt natural gas-fired plant, set to open in 
Loxahatchee in 2009. 

The plant would have two 1,100-megawatt units, the second of which would open in 2010. It 
would provide enough power for 466,000 homes and businesses. A third 1,100-megawatt unit 
might be added later. 

2. Called the West County Energy Center, the plant would be the county's first since FPL's two 
Riviera Beach units opened in 1962 and 1963. 

The board's decision is the last of several procedural hurdles for FPL, including obtaining 

approvals from state utility regulators, a host ofstate agencies and the Palm Beach County 

Commission, which in January 2002 approved zoning for a plant generating up to 3,000 

megawatts of power. 


But some residents and environmentalists are worried about many aspects of the plant, including 
a 35-mile-Iong, 36-inch-wide high-pressure gas pipeline that would drop down from western 
Martin County and 12.6 million gallons of diesel fuel that would be stored on site. In addition, 
two rock-mining operations lie east and west of the plant: Palm Beach Aggregates, which has 
permits to blast rock through 2032; and.Stewart Mining Industries, which this year won permits· 
to blast rock through 2052. 

Also, hundreds of Loxahatchee-area homes are to the north, with Wellington to the southeast and 
a subdivision called Highland Dunes approved at the Aggregates site. 

"It's a Molotov cocktail," said community activist Alexandria Larson, who lives in Loxahatchee. 
''No one could look at this and not see this." 

The original timetable for the West County Energy Center would have put the plant before the 
siting board in February, but that date, as well as one for an administrative law judge's ruling, 
were moved up in April. During a September public hearing, residents and environmental 
activists questioned the accelerated approval process. 

FPL spokeswoman Rachel Scott said F~d~y th~ siting ~oard ~ust vote ~n Rtl!~Cr~~i~~r 
days of Oct. 24, the date the state's admmlstratIve law Judge Issued a ruhng. . . 



"There's a specific time frame that it has to go before governor and Cabinet, so it needed to go 
before the end of the year," she said. 

In general, natural gas plants are aniong the cheapest to build and the cleanest to run. FPL says it 
needs a new plant by at least 201 0 to maintain a 20percent margin of reserve power - and 
neither a coal plant nor a nuclear plant can be built that quickly. 

The Public Service Commission signed off on the plant after FPL promised to further diversify 
its fuel mix, 40 percent of which is natural gas, and to speed up plans to build a coal plant. 

The center would sit across from the Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge. 

Refuge. project leader Mark Musaes said his primary concern with the energy center's location is 
toxic emissions. He is worried about air quality and whe.ther an excessive amount of pollutants 
would fall onto the 147,000-acre site, home to water conservation areas and the endangered 
Everglades snail kite. 

But the refuge isn't opposing the project because FPL reports and engineering analyses show 

pollutants should be within an acceptable range, Musaes said. 


Rosa Durando, Audubon Society of the Everglades conservation chairwoman, is less sure. 


The first two units of the power plant would create 3,464 tons of toxic emissions a year. That 

includes carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide and volatile organic compounds, 

Durando said. 


"It's a tragedy waiting to happen," she said. 


West County Energy Center 


-Would have two generating units of 1,100 megawatts apiece. 


-Would serve about 466,000 homes and businesses. 


-Would cost about $1.2 billion and provide 


40·50 full-time jobs. 


-Completion expected in 2009~10. 


Source: FPL 




this is all of it. let me know if/when you get it. ilm just finishing 

up the DVD video to put in the packages. maybe by tomorrow? will you 

be over here anytime soon. . 


-panagioti 


---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: PBC EnviroCoalition <pbcenvirocoalition@gmail.com> 

Date: Feb 8, 2007 5:37 PM 

Subject: nat re~d letter.. 

To: daniellarson@earthlink.net 


hey alex, 

here's what i got. let me know ifit fits well with the rest of the 

package. let me know ifyou think it should be edited down a bit. did 

you s~e nat's comments in the paper today? this is a good time to get 

this info to him. write me back when you get this .. 


-panagioti 

panagioti tsolkas 

PBCEC Co-Chair 

561-588-9666 


Included in this packet is the most recent draft ofa fact sheet 
compiled by participants with the Palm Beach County Environmental 
Coalition. Through the course of tracking the West County Energy 
Center (WCEC) the text has been revised to reflect what we believed to 
be the most accurate and relevant information available on the plant 
and the site it has been proposed for. We have attended multiple 
public hearings at County and State levels, and are now preparing to 
participate in the Federal process (through FERC) for pennitting ofa 
new 34-mile gas pipeline intended to provide the natural gas for the 
WCEC generators. 

As important details have surfaced, we have attempted to inform public 
officials and the public at large, who are both generally unfamiliar 
with the permitting process and the specific environmental impacts 
involved in building power plants. The boldest example I can offer is 
this: the day before writing this letter (218/07) it was discovered 
that, do to the non-regulation of C02 emissions, we had been 
neglecting to inform the public, the media, various agencies and 
governing boards about another estimated 8.5-12 million tons ofannual 
global-warming causing C02 emissions. Neither FDEP nor FPLever 

mailto:daniellarson@earthlink.net
mailto:pbcenvirocoalition@gmail.com


brought this information up through the course ofmultiple hearings. 

For added insight on the WCEC, there is a recommended order from the 
Administrative Law Judge, David Malony, which was issued last Fall. It 
can be found on the Division ofAdministrative Hearings website, case 
no. 05-1493EPP. It provides a view of the inaccuracies, misinformation 
and lack of supporting data that resulted in the plant's 
certification. It has required a significant and ongoing effort of 
research to back-up that statement. Ifyou are interested in a more 
thorough review ofMaloney's order, please get in touch. 

It has been a long, strange journey wading through piles of documents 
to understand the permitting process and the plant's impacts, yet 
every step ofthe way, we have found information that demands us to 
continue our efforts until we encounter an avenue to expose the 
dangers and successfully challenge FPL's WCEC. 

panagioti tsolkas 

co-chair, Palm.Beach County Environmental Coalition 


Below are some explanations on the contents in the packet: 

-The Revised StaffAnalysis Report: This provides an overview from 

FDEP about the WCEC. Pages 5-7 of this document PI'9vide good 

illustration on the lacking input from multiple agencies. No reports 

filed from Fish & Wildlife Commission, Dept ofAgriculture and 

Consumer Services, Dept. ofHealth, Palm Beach County boards ... 


-u.S. Fish & Wildlife Service fax listing Threatened and Endangered 

species in the Refuge 


-The original tonnage list from the 2005 application. This offers 
numbers from 2200MW ofpower with nearly 5000 tons oftotal regulated 
emissions. Most recent numbers suggest different engines producing 
2500MW with about 3,500 tons. 

-Palm Beach Post article. There are several inaccuracies, but it was 

the first time that a more holistic, critical perspective was run in a 

major paper. After almost 2 years into the public process. 


-Potable Wells chart. Where are all the Fox Trails, Deer Run, 

Loxahatchee, etc. wells on this map? 


-Natural Gas Pipeline Safety sheet. This is a collection of incidents 

to remind us that the risks we take by relying on fossil fuels are 

real and can be frightening. You can't mitigate over lost lives. 




-The Everglades Coalition resolution. which passed with a majority 

approval. But caused a problem that was aired in front ofthe 

Governor's Cabinet by Florida Audubon's Policy Director, Eric Draper. 


-Florida Audubon's donation list. Including between $35,000-75,000 in 

donations from Enrique Tomeu and FPL. Some believe the tension was 

based on Draper's relationship with FPL site owner Enrique Tomeu, who 

is a cattle-rancher, sugar farmer, rock-miner and developer. Tomeu's 

Palm Beach Aggregates land is also a primary site in the federal 

indictment that resulted in County Commissioner Tony Masilotti's 

guilty plea to felony Honest Services Fraud. 


-Communication between FPL and FDEP. regarding Underground Injection 

Control. This last one is an interesting, semi-random detail, 

especially amidst all the political scandal and corruption. Shouldn't 

FPL know the application fee?! 




Hastings, Wexler and Klein Call on Governor to Extend Public 

Comment Period 

. for FPL's West County Energy Center 

Send Letter to Bush Expressing Grave Concern over the Envirollinental Impact to 
Palm Beach County Residents . 

Contact: Fred Turner w/Hastings (202-225-1313 or 202-225-7173) 

(Washington, DC) Today, Congressmen Alcee L. Hastings (D-FL) and Robert Wexler 
(D-FL) and Congressman-Elect Ron Klein (D-FL) sent the following letter to Governor 
Jeb Bush (R-FL) requesting an extension ofthe public comment period 011 Florida Power 
& Light's (FPL) proposal to build the West County Energy Center in Palm Beach 
County. On Tuesday, December 19th

, Governor Bush will hold a fmal certification 
hearing and will vote along with his Cabinet on the proposed site for the West County 
Energy Center. The letter highlights the fact that, while it is essential to provide energy 
resources to meet the needs ofSouth Florida residents, Everglades' restoration and efforts 
to improve the environment and quality ofwater in South Florida must not be sacriticed. 
The signatories, each who represents parts ofPalm Beach County. believe it is critical 
given the far-reaching impact of the West CountyEnergy Center that the public comment 

period be immediately extended to allow for further discussion and an exhaustive review 

ofthe environmental risks the projecfposes to South Florida residents. 


Hastings, Wexler and Klein also expressed deep concerns that the proposed site for the 
West County Energy Center is just ~ of a mile north of the Arthur R. Marshall 
Loxahatchee National Wildlife Preserve, home to many endangered species ofplants and 
animals. (Please find a copy of the letter below): 

December 18, 2006 

The Honorable Jeb Bush 

Governor ofFlorida 

The Capitol 

400 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32339 

Dear Governor Bush and Cabinet Members: 

We would like to express our growing concern about the proposal by Florida 
Power and Light t~ build the West County Energy Center in Palm Beach County without 



------------------

adequate public review. Given the magnitude ofthis project and its environmental 
impact, we urge you to extend the timeline for plant certification to allow for more 
thorough scientific investigation and adequate public comment. While it is essential that 
we ensure that energy resources are available to meet the demands ofSouth Floridians, it 
is equally important that we do not negate restoration of the Everglades, nor the efforts to 
improve the water quality of South Florida. 

As you know, the proposed site for the West County Energy Center is just I,{ mile north 
of the Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Preserve, home to many 
endangered species ofplants and animals. The plant's location, adjacent to Palm Beach 
Aggregates, a rock mining business, is additionally troubling, as nearby homeowners 
have reported structural damage from the constant blasting. Even though the site was 
selected based on sound principles of accessibility ~d designation as a future power 
plant site, it is important that the aforementioned adjacent site considerations and the 
potential implications on the water resources ofSouth Florida as well as Everglades 
restoration efforts are thoroughly examined. 

According to anApril 2006 correspondence from Florida Power & Light, the fmal siting . 
board hearing was projected to take place on February 6,2007. However in August 
2006, further correspondence indicates that the timeline for certification was expedited. 
We are genuinely concerned that shortening the timeline has disenfranchised our. 
constituents by limiting their opportunity to comment on a major energy project in Palm 
Beach Co.unty with significant environmental implications. We urge you to consider the 
rights ofour constituents who deserve an opportunity to contribute to the discussion of 
the West cOast Energy Center proposal and extend the time period for a more thorough 
review of the potential environmental implications. . 

Sincerely, 

A1cee L. Hastings, Member ofCongress 

Robert Wexler, Member of Congress 

Ron Klein, Member of Congress-elect 

. . 


