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DATE: October 4,2010 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Ann Cole, Commission Clerk - PSC, Office of Commission Clerk 

James S. Polk, Regulatory Analyst, Division of Regulatory Analysis 

Docket No. 100383-TP - T-Mobile South LLC's 201 1 annual certification as an 
eligible telecommunications carrier in rural service areas and request to amend 
certification area. 

w 
Please file the attached electronic filings to the FCC and USAC on September 30,2010 

by the FPSC in the above docket file. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. If you have 
any questions, please give me a call at 413-6510. 

cc: Division of Regulatory Analysis (Casey, Salak) 
Office of General Counsel (Teitzman) 
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Terri Fleming 

From: HC Filings [HCFilings@hcli.universalservice.org] 

Sent: Thursday, September 30, 2010 3:32 PM 
To: Terri Fleming 

Subject: ****Email Receipt Confirmation"' HC Filings 

Thank you for your email to HC Filings. This is to confirm that USAC has received your email, and it will be 
reviewed within 24 hours. Should any follow-up be required, a member of our Customer Operations Team will 
contact you. 

I f  you need additional support, you may contact us via telephone as well at 888-641-8722. We are available 
from 9:30AM to 4:30PM ET Monday through Friday. 

Thank you, 

USAC Customer Operations 

9/30/20 10 
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Terri Fleming 

From: Terri Fleming 

Sent: 

To: 'hcfilings@hcli.universalservice.org' 
Subject: 

Attachments: USAC.Tmobile cert.pdf; Tmobile HC cert.pdf 

Thursday, September 30, 2010 3:32 PM 

State annual certification of rural telecommunications carrier 

Docket No. 100383-TP, 201 1 State annual certification of rural telecommunications carrier, T- 
Mobile South LLC, pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 54.314, High-Cost Universal Service. 

The attached files are submitted concerning the eligibility of T-Mobile South LLC in Florida, 
which has a study area ID code of 219013 for federal high-cost universal service funding for 
the year 201 1. 

The staff contact on this matter is Jim Polk, who may be reached at (850) 413-6510. 

Terri Fleming on Behalf of Cindy B. Miller 
Oflce of the General Counsel 
Florida Public Service Commission 
@SO) 413-6846 
tfleEiflg@P?xc.c.sratefl. us 

9/30/2010 



NANCY ARCENZIANO 
CHAIRMAN 

STATE OF F I . O R ~ A  

September 30,2010 

Ms. Karen Majcher 
Universal Service Administrative Company 
2000 L Street, N.W., Suite 200 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Re: Docket No. 1M)383-TP, 2011 State annual certification of rural telecommunications carrier, 
T-Mobile South LLC, pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 54.314, High-Cost Universal Service. 

Dear Ms. Majcher: 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the certification which the Florida Public Service 
Commission electronically submitted to the Federal Communications Commission concerning the 
eligibility of T-Mobile South LLC in Florida, which has a study area ID code of 219013 for federal 
high-cost universal service funding for the year 201 1. Please date stamp this letter and return a copy 
by faxingthis letter to (850) 413-6083, acknowledging receipt. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Nancy Argenziano 
ChairmkXl 

Enclosure 

An Aftimative Action /Equal Opportunity Employer 
PSC Websitr: http:lfwww.Roridspsemm Internet &mail: conract@psestate.ll.ns 
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COMESIONERS: 
NANCY ARGENZWO, CHA!RMAN 
LISA POLAK EOGAR 
NATHAN A. SKOP 
ART GRAHAM 
RONALD A. BmE 

STATE OF FLOFUDA 
GENERAL COUNSEL 
s. CURTls KISER 
(850)413-6199 

September 30,2010 

Via Electronic Filing 

The Honorable Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45 -Certification pursuant to 47 C.F.R 

Dear Ms. Dortch 

Forwarded herewith is the Florida Public Service Commission's certification regarding federal 
high-cost funds flowing to T-Mobile South LLC. 

The staff contact on this matter is Jim Polk, who may be reached at (850) 413-6510. 

Sincerely, 

Cindy B. Miller 
Senior Attorney 

CBM 

CAPlTAL CIRCLE O F n C E  CENTER 2540 SHVMARD OAK BOULEVARD 0 TALLAHASSEE, FL 323399-0850 
An A~rmst ivc  Action I Equal Opprhmily Employer 

PSC Websib: htrp:lhww.floridapc.com lntcrnel E-mail: conf.c@psc.strteJl.u 



NANCY ARGENZIANO 
CHAIRMAN 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
Capital Circle Office Center 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 
(850) 413-6046 

September 30,2010 

Honorable Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45 - Certitication pursuant to 47 C.F.R 854.314. 

Dear Secretary Dortch 

Pursuant to the requirements of 47 C.F.R. 954.314, the Florida Public Service Commission 
(FPSC) hereby certifies to the Federal Communications Commission that all federal high-cost funds 
flowing to T-Mobile South LLC (T-Mobile) in Florida for the year commencing January 1,201 1, and 
ending December 31, 2011, will be utilized in a manner consistent with §254(e) of the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996. T-Mobile’s Florida study area ID code is 219013. As required by 
§254(e), T-Mobile will use the federal high-cost support for which it is eligible in the year 201 1 ody 
for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which support is intended. 

The representations and certifications provided are a result of the FPSC‘s proceeding in 
Docket No. 100383-TP. A copy of the FPSC’s order certifying T-Mobile for the year 2011 is 
enclosed. 

Nancy Argenziano 
Chairman 

Enclosure 

An A6mative Action /Equal Opportunity Employer 
PSC Website. hnpJhww.flaridppss.coffl Internet Email: conmc@pscstate.fl.us 



BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

DOCKET NO, 100383-TP 
ORDER NO. PSC-10-0597-PAA-TP 
ISSUED: September 29,2010 

The following Commissioners participated in the disposition of this matter: 

LISA POLAK EDGAR 
NATHAN A. SKOP 

ART GRAHAM 
RONALD A. BRISE 

ORDER APPROVING T-MOBILE SOUTH. LLC’S 201 1 ANNUAL ETC CERTIFICATION 
AND 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AGENCY ACTION ORDER GRANTING T-MOBILE SOUTH, 
LLC’S REOUEST TO AMEND ITS CERTIFICATION AREA 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

NOTICE is hereby given by the Florida Public Service Commission that the action 
discussed herein approving T-Mobile South, LLC’s request to amend its certification area is 
preliminary in nature and will become final unless a person whose interests are substantially 
affected files a petition for a formal proceeding, pursuant to Rule 25-22.029, Florida 
Administrative Code. 

BACKGROUND 

Section 254(e) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 provides that a carrier that 
receives universal service support “...shall use that support only for the provision, maintenance, 
and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.” In its Fourteenth 
Report and m e r ,  Twenty-Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 00-256 (the Rural Task Force Order; hereafter, the RTF Order), 
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) modified its rules pertaining to the provision of 
high-cost support for rural telephone companies. The FCC adopted a rule requiring that states 
that wish for rural carriers within their jurisdiction to receive federal high-cost support must file 
a certification annually with the FCC and with the Universal Service Administrative Company 
(USAC). This certification is to affirm that the federal high-cost funds flowing to rural carriers 
in the state, or to any competitive eligible telecommunications carriers seeking support for 
serving customers within a rural carrier’s service area, will be used in a manner that comports 
with Section 254(e). -,., , -~ \ * . . i  . , ~ *  
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The FCC requires that certifications for the next calendar funding year must be submitted 
by the preceding October 1; thus, in order for a rural carrier to be eligible for high-cost universal 
service support for all of calendar year 201 1, certification must be submitted by October 1,2010. 

On March 17, 2005, the FCC released Order No. FCC 05-46 establishing new annual 
certification and reporting requirements to comply with the conditions of Eligible 
Telecommunication Carrier (ETC) designation and to ensure universal service fimds are used for 
their intended purposes. In making its decision, the FCC believed that the new reporting 
requirements were reasonable and consistent with the public interest and the Act, and will further 
the FCC‘s goal of ensuring that ETCs satisfy their obligation under Section 214(e) of the Act to 
provide supported services throughout their designated service areas. The FCC also believed 
that the administrative burden placed on carriers would be outweighed by strengthening the 
requirements and certification guidelines to help ensure that high-cost support is used in the 
manner that it was intended, and would help prevent carriers from seeking ETC status for 
purposes unrelated to providing rural and high-cost consumers with the access to affordable 
telecommunications and information services. 

By Order No. PSC-05-0824-FOF-TL, issued August 15, 2005, and Order No. PSC-05- 
0824A-FOF-TL, issued August 17, 2005, the Florida Public Service Commission (FPSC or 
Commission) approved the establishment of the annual certification and reporting requirements. 
T-Mobile South LLC (T-Mobile) is seeking Florida rural high-cost certification for the calendar 
year 201 1. 

By Order No. PSC-10-0478-PAA-TP, issued July 29, 2010, in Docket No. 090510-TP, 
the FPSC designated T-Mobile South LLC as an ETC in the rural areas of CenturyLink, Frontier, 
Indiantown, NEFCOM, TDS, Smart City, and Windstream in order to be eligible to receive high- 
cost federal universal service support. Consummating Order No. PSC-10-0535-CO-TP, issued 
August 20,201 0, made the Commission’s Proposed Agency Action (PAA) effective and final. 

This docket addresses T-Mobile’s petition for its annual ETC certification required by 47 
C.F.R. sections 54.209, 54.313, 54.314, 54.809, and 54.904; and, concurrently, its request to 
amend its authorized list of rural wire centers for which it is authorized to receive federal 
universal service high-cost support from the federal Universal Service Fund (FUSF). T-Mobile 
inadvertently omitted a wire center from its list of authorized rural wire centers in Docket No. 
0905 1 0-TP. 

DISCUSSION 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 654.3 14, we have the primary responsibility to certifL that an ETC 
is eligible to receive high-cost federal universal service support. T-Mobile’s certification must 
be submitted to the FCC and to the USAC by October 1, 2010, or T-Mobile will not receive 
interstate high-cost universal service funds during the first quarter of 201 1, and would forego all 
federal support for that quarter. Certifications filed after October 1,2010, would cause T-Mobile 
to be eligible for high-cost funds for only partial quarters of 2011. T-Mobile provided an 
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affidavit (see Attachment A) in which it certified that its use of interstate high-cost universal 
service support received during 201 1 will comport with Section 254(e) of the Act and applicable 
FCC rules. Accordingly, we hereby certify to the FCC and to the USAC that for the year 201 1, 
T-Mobile will only use the federal high-cost support it receives for the provision, maintenance, 
and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 554.314, we have the responsibility to approve the list of rural wire 
centers for which an ETC can receive high-cost support. Therefore, T-Mobile’s authorized list 
of rural wire centers is amended to add the LKPCFLXA wire center which T-Mobile 
inadvertently omitted from its list of authorized rural wire centers in Docket 090510-TP. 

This docket shall be closed upon the issuance of a Consummating Order if no person 
whose substantial interests are affected by the proposed agency action files a protest withii 2 1 
days of the issuance of the order. 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the foregoing, we certify to the FCC and to the USAC that for the year 201 1, T- 
Mobile will only use the federal high-cost support it receives for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

Further, we hold that T-Mobile can amend its authorized list of rural wire centers to add 
the LKPCFLXA wire center which T-Mobile inadvertently omitted from its list of authorized 
rural wire centers in Docket 0905 10-TP. 

Based on the foregoing, it is 

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that T-Mobile South, LLC shall 
be allowed to amend its authorized list of rural wire centers to add the LKPCFLXA wire center 
which T-Mobile inadvertently omitted from its list of authorized rural wire centers in Docket 
090510-TP. It is further 

ORDERED that Attachment A to this Order is incorporated herein. It is fivther 

ORDERED that this certification to the FCC and to the USAC that for the year 201 1, T- 
Mobile South, LLC will only use the federal high-cost support it receives for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended, is final. 
It is further 

ORDERED that the provisions of this Order authorizing T-Mobile South, LLC to amend 
its certification area, issued as proposed agency action, shall become final and effective upon the 
issuance of a Consummating Order unless an appropriate petition, in the form provided by Rule 
28-106.201, Florida Administrative Code, is received by the Office of Commission Clerk, 2540 
Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850, by the close of business on the date 
set forth in the “Notice of Further Proceedings” attached hereto. It is further 
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ORDERED that in the event this Order becomes final, this Docket shall be closed. 

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission this 29th day of Seutember, 2010. 

Commission Clerk 

( S E A L )  

PERE 

NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW 

The Florida Public Service Commission is required by Section 120.569(1), Florida 
Statutes, to notify parties of any administrative hearing or judicial review of Commission orders 
that is available under Sections 120.57 or 120.68, Florida Statutes, as well as the procedures and 
time limits that apply. This notice should not be construed to mean all requests for an 
administrative hearing or judicial review will be granted or result in the relief sought. 

As identified in the body of this order, OUT action amending T-Mobile South, LLC's 
certification area is preliminary in nature. Any person whose substantial interests are affected by 
the action proposed by this order may file a petition for a formal proceeding, in the form 
provided by Rule 28-106.201, Florida Administrative Code. This petition must be received by 
the Office of Commission Clerk, at 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399- 
0850, by the close of business on October 20.2010. If such a petition is filed, mediation may be 
available on a case-by-case basis. If mediation is conducted, it does not affect a substantially 
interested person's right to a hearing. In the absence of such a petition, this order shall become 
effective and final upon the issuance of a Consummating Order. 

Any objection or protest filed in this docket before the issuance date of this order is 
considered abandoned unless it satisfies the foregoing conditions and is renewed within the 
specified protest period. 

.. .. .. . . 
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Any party adversely affected by the Commission's final action in this matter may request: 
(1) reconsideration of the decision by filing a motion for reconsideration with the Office of 
Commission Clerk, within fifteen (15) days of the issuance of this order in the form prescribed 
by Rule 25-22.060, Florida Administrative Code; or (2) judicial review by the Florida Supreme 
Court in the case of an electric, gas or telephone utility or the First District Court of Appeal in 
the case of a water or wastewater utility by filing a notice of appeal with the Office of 
Commission Clerk and filing a copy of the notice of appeal and the filing fee with the 
appropriate court. This filing must be completed within thirty (30) days after the issuance of this 
order, pursuant to Rule 9.1 10, Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. The notice of appeal must 
be in the form specified in Rule 9.900(a), Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. 
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Sme of Warhington 

Coumy of King 

ATTACHMENT A 

BEFORE ME. tbc u n d o r i d  auhnty.  pcnonally appeared H. Skip Com;n, k.nm to 
melokscrtdiblepmonsmloflawful ag+,wbadcpar.dmdsaid 

My ~ m c  is K Skip Come% I am mployod as Vice Pruddm of Tax m T-Mobik USA, Inc.. the 
psrsnt company of T-Mobilo South UC, d a b  b u r b  M T-Mobile (7-Mobile or ulc 
“Cwnpmy”). 1 um a0 officer af T-Mobile and m authorized to pmvih this f l i t  00 behalf 
of the Company. This Sidnvir is being given to wppoc( &e crrtification of th+ Florid. Public 
Service Commission (”Canmus ’ im”I aa contemplated in 47 C.F.R $8 54.2W, 54.313. 54.314, 
54.8096 54.904. 

Company hereby d f s s  ule following: 

1. T-Mobile, ~1 ccmnnrcid mobile radio Mvicc pavida ns defined lndu 47 C.P.R. $20.3, 
ws rcccntly derignaad as an Eligible Teleeommunicationn Crria CETC“) and 
authorized by tk Cammissirm on August 18,2010 and A~~gusi 19.2010. in D- No. 
WOSIO-TP (Older No. PSC-IO-W’I&PAA-TP) Md Dacltet No. 090507-TP (Order No. 
PSC-10-0475-PAA-TP), to leceiw both rural sml non-Mal high-coxl univasnlsaVicc 
funds in certain delineated Inmmbent Lo& Excbaoge cam’= C‘ILEC”) wirr 
within the state ofFlorida 

2. Ax a result of a clerical mor. me nrrat I L K  wiiw cater was mistakmiy amiacd ham 
the lis in Atuchmcfic A incorponnad into lhe Commission Wkdn in Dacker No. 090510- 
TP (oldu No. PSC IO-W78-PJUI-TP) and anothu wire omtor w incomaly 
duplicated. Spsoifically. T-Mobile intended u) include rural ILEC wire center 
LKpCnXA and did ruX in& m duplicale LKHLFLXA. T-Mobik hn e y  
paition thc C o r n i s i o n  to c m t  this oversiighl. Amordingly, this annual certification 
and dl fuhlrc T-Mobile catifm&ions will imludc IhE c o d  rural wire csntar 
LRPCFLXA (aubjcd 10 Commission spprovsl) in sddition to all o h  smharized Mal 
ILEC wire centen arid omit thc duplica1edwirc wnta. 

3. T-Mobile will only use the fedwd high cost suppn it receiver during 2011 for the 
provision, maintenance and upgrading of fkilitiea lod service for which such suppat is 
intauid. 

I 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Florida PuMk Garvie* Cornrimion 
Dockel No. 1001W-TL 

T-Mobils's SIP details annual expendihnes hat will p d y  exceed projcacd srmual 
u0iverm.l service suppact LO improw ai& qudity, cawnge, and capadty within its 
designaad ETC e c e  ma, In p.rticular. T-Mobile lm initiated r c v d  pmjccts aimed 
al itaCa:ing its ccvwagc in rival Md non-nual arena of Florida end impoving customer 
expaiacc h u g b  signal quality, Capaoily and atha network &ncemcnls. T-Mobik 
harin incorporate the previously Nbmined SIP in ruppon of this ecniffcation. 

5. T-Mobile follows 8ppraptiale procedures for netwotk omage rrponiag mnsistent witb 47 
C.F.R Par( 4. Since tbc Commission's designation of T-Mobile as 110. ETC was 
subsequent to the reportable period of Msrch 1,2009 through March 1,201 0, T-Mobile 
docs not have any FCC 0 u t . g ~  to repn However, T-Mobile c d f i  that it wiU track 
on a g o i n g - f o d  basis all rcportablc nclwo* outsgcs as of the &ectiyc date of ow 
ETC designation mxl repon azcordiiy in subsequent annusl repcfts. T-h-lobilc 
evnluatas each -rk outags on a cise-by-case bnsis to dctPmine the cause of Ihe 
outqc, the irnpau on Uutomas. T-Mobilc's ability to meet its service pmvisioniq 
obligations. including the mailability of 91 1 scrvicc4, and the steps tbal can be taLcn to 
prevent future outngu T-Mobile WjU remio vigilnnt Lo w e n t  outages in the future. 

6. T-Mobile tracks customer CanplainU and requests for Smries. Since T-Mobile's 
desipdon a8 en ETC bsvrrc rffcniw on A u W  18, 2010 and Augwt 19. 2010, T- 
Mobile does not haw any Ewtomer mmplrinfs or q u e m  for service, I L ~  &fiord by 47 
C.F.R. 6 54.209(1)(3), in u n r d  or &saved mnn from potmtid customers in 
Florida dwing the nportable pariod. In hiure annual aeports and +aka, as necessary, 
T-Mobile will report cwtomcr complaints and rcqu*rtl for scrvicc and tbc o k p s  Mkm to 
r e s p Q n d l O i h E m .  

7. T-Mobile is B signatory lo tho CTIA Consumer W e  for WirelssJ Service, whicb is the 
applicable w i c e  qdib and co~uilllw pmedon standpd for winkf f  carries, and has 
been catitid by CTU as king complain1 with tk code.' T-Mobik dm pvida iIs 
CuRomCIs with o b  service quality d cMLoumff protatiOn bwfb that have mollCd 
in tha Company being corwietsntly rccngnized 85 one of tbt test in customer -ice. T- 
Mobile hereby corrifiw tbt ic complying With applioable &os qunlily stand& and 
cons- potecrion m k s  for he areas in which it wnn desi& as M ETC in Florida. 

8. T-Mobile is &le Lo function in einergacy situauonz as set forth in Seelion W.ZOl(a)(z), 
which inchdes "8 demowvation that it has a ~ a s ~ l d l c  unounl of bacl-~p pomr to 
m u r e  fumctionelity without M e x t m d  pmr sou~oc, is able to m u e  traffic around 
damaged Facilitiu. nod is capable of managing traffic spika mulling from wrcrgency 

2 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Florida PubUe %mica Cornmiadon 
Dodta No. 10015O.TL 

sir~ations.'~ In particular. T-Mobile has the following cspabilitia M Rmpin f u n a i d  in 
uncrgcnrl pitueticnr: 

Availability of fixal and portable back-up power generator8 al v&wc network 
locations &soughout T-Mobile's nchvork that can be deployed in emagency 
aituatione 
Ability to mute UaRk. around domagcd OT oui-of-se~vicc Grilities thou@ the 
dcploymnl of crll-on-wheels ('TOWS), redundant facilities, and dynamic 
remuting of tmffic over dtcmate facilities. 
A network conhol CCIIIU that monitor$ nctwork traffic .ad anticipates traffic 
spikes, ml cm thm 6)  deploy network ficilitiu to accommodotc capacity nccdr, 
(ii) change call routing translations, end (iii) deploy COWS to tcmpcnarily meet 
voffic ucds until longcr-3alutions, such LU Ddditmnd capseity wd nntama 
t o m  can bc deployed. 
The majority of aitcs not cquippcd with fixed generators have tattmy back up 
sys¶cmr inaalkd to maintain service in rho e W  of a widupad p o w  outage. 

8. T-Mobile d e s  available sfwed different ratc plans With var/inn mountj of local 
m e  and different calling arras thst are comparable to the oftbings of the ILECr 
Amhed m Exhibit A is a list of some of T-Mobile's cumatly offsred rate p h i .  T- 
Mobiie hueby w¶ifm Lh.1 i t  is offering a local usage plsn oompprablc lo that offwed by 
fhc ILECs in the IIMS in whicb il was dtsigMted as sn KTC. 

9. T-Mobile mcoGm that thc Commiuion may rcquin it to provide qual accrsd io long 
distance carriers in the cmn that w other ETC in pv id lng  equal acecsl within its 
KNkC area. 

g Date 
G.cL fhh 

H. sldp comsn 

Elmi- Address: 
T-Mobile USA, Inc. 
12520 SE 3 8 " S a u  
&Ilcvuc. WA 98006 


