
BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In Re: Notice of new municipal electric service ) Docket No. 140059-EI
provider and petition for waiver of )
Rule 25-9.044(2), F.A.C., by Babcock Ranch ) Filed: June 4, 2014
Community Independent Special District )

)

LEE COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE’S
MOTION FOR OFFICIAL RECOGNITION

Lee County Electric Cooperative (“LCEC”), by and through undersigned counsel,

respectfully moves for official recognition of Chapter 2007-306, Laws of Florida (the “Babcock 

Special Act”) (Exhibit "A") and Chapter 67-764, Laws of Florida (the “Reedy Creek Special 

Act”) (Exhibit "B"), the relevant provisions of which are designated below. These statutory 

provisions bear on the veracity of the claims by the Babcock Ranch Community Independent 

Special District (“Babcock Ranch”) that its powers under the Babcock Special Act are “virtually 

indistinguishable from those powers granted by the legislature to the Reedy Creek Improvement 

District” and that “there is no material distinction between the Reedy Creek District and the 

Babcock Ranch District”. See Babcock Ranch’s Response to Commission Staff’s Data Requests

(Nos. 1 and 8), dated May 12, 2014.

Rule 28-106.213(6) of the Florida Administrative Code provides that requests for official 

recognition shall be by motion and shall be considered in accordance with the provisions 

governing judicial notice in Sections 90.201-.203, Florida Statutes.  Under Section 90.201,

Florida Statutes, official recognition of public statutory law is mandatory.  Therefore, LCEC 

requests that the Commission take official recognition of the above-referenced special acts, 

including the following provisions that are most relevant:
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I. Authority to Operate as an Electric Utility.   

A. Reedy Creek Special Act. Section 9(17) of the Reedy Creek Special Act 

authorizes the Reedy Creek District to own and operate “public utilities”, which expressly 

includes the authority to own and operate “electric power plants” and to engage in the 

“generation”, “transmission” and “distribution” of electric power inside the Reedy Creek Special 

District. 

 Section 9.  Powers of the District. -- 

(17) Public Utilities.—To own, acquire, construct, reconstruct, equip, 
operate, maintain, extend and improve electric power plants, transmission 
lines and related facilities, gas mains and facilities of any nature for the 
production or distribution of natural gas, telephone lines, plants and 
systems and other communications systems of any nature, transmission 
lines and related facilities and plants and facilities for the generation and 
transmission of power through nuclear fission and other new and 
experimental sources of power and energy; to purchase electric power, 
natural gas and other sources of power for distribution within the District; 
and to develop and operate such new and experimental public utilities, 
including but not limited to centrally distributed heating and air 
conditioning facilities and services, closed-circuit television systems, and 
computer services and facilities, as the Board of Supervisors may from 
time to time determine.  Ch. 67-764, § 9(17), at 295, Laws of Fla. 
(emphasis added). 

 
B. Babcock Special Act. The only substantive discussion in the Babcock Special 

Act about any type of “utility service” operations is in Section 6(7)(b), which alludes only to a 

“water, sewer, or wastewater utility”.  

 (7)  SPECIAL POWERS. --  

(b) To provide for water supply, sewer, and wastewater management, 
reclamation, and reuse, or any combination thereof, and any irrigation 
systems, facilities, and services and to construct and operate connecting 
intercepting or outlet sewers and sewer mains and pipes and water mains, 
conduits, or pipelines in, along, and under any street, alley, highway, or 
other public place or ways, and to dispose of any effluent, residue, or other 
byproducts of such system or sewer system. 
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1. The district may not purchase or sell a water, sewer, or 
wastewater reuse utility that provides service to the public for 
compensation, or enter into a wastewater facility privatization contract for 
a wastewater facility, until the governing body of the district has held a 
public hearing on the purchase, sale, or wastewater facility privatization 
contract and made a determination that the purchase, sale, or wastewater 
facility privatization contract is in the public interest. 

 
2. In determining if the purchase, sale, or wastewater facility 

privatization contract is in the public interest, the district shall consider, at 
a minimum, the following: 

 
a. The most recent available income and expense statement for the 

utility. 
 
b. The most recent available balance sheet for the utility, listing 

assets and liabilities and clearly showing the amount of contributions in 
aid of construction and the accumulated depreciation thereon. 

 
c. A statement of the existing rate base of the utility for regulatory 

purposes. 
 
d. The physical condition of the utility facilities being purchased or 

sold or subject to a wastewater facility privatization contract. 
 
e. The reasonableness of the purchase, sale, or wastewater facility 

privatization contract price and terms. 
 
f. The impacts of the purchase, sale, or wastewater facility 

privatization contract on utility customers, both positive and negative. 
 
g. Any additional investment required and the ability and 

willingness of the purchaser or the private firm under a wastewater facility 
privatization contract to make that investment, whether the purchaser is 
the district or the entity purchasing the utility from the district. 

 
h. In the case of a wastewater facility privatization contract, the 

terms and conditions on which the private firm will provide capital 
investment and financing or a combination thereof for contemplated 
capital replacements, additions, expansions, and repairs. 

 
i. The alternatives to the purchase, sale, or wastewater facility 

privatization contract and the potential impact on utility customers if the 
purchase, sale, or wastewater facility privatization contract is not made. 
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j. The ability of the purchaser or the private firm under a 
wastewater facility privatization contract to provide and maintain high-
quality and cost-effective utility service, whether the purchaser is the 
district or the entity purchasing the utility from the district. 

 
k. In the case of a wastewater facility privatization contract, the 

district shall give significant weight to the technical expertise and 
experience of the private firm in carrying out the obligations specified in 
the wastewater facility privatization contract. 

 
1. All moneys paid by a private firm to a district pursuant to a 

wastewater facility privatization contract shall be used for the purpose of 
reducing or offsetting property taxes, wastewater service rates, or debt 
reduction or making infrastructure improvements or capital asset 
expenditures or other public purpose, provided, however, that nothing 
herein shall preclude the district from using all or part of the moneys for 
the purpose of the district’s qualification for relief from the repayment of 
federal grant awards associated with the wastewater system as may be 
required by federal law or regulation. The district shall prepare a statement 
showing that the purchase, sale, or wastewater facility privatization 
contract is in the public interest, including a summary of the purchaser’s 
or private firm’s experience in water, sewer, or wastewater reuse utility 
operation and a showing of financial ability to provide the service, 
whether the purchaser or private firm is the district or the entity 
purchasing the utility from the district.  Ch. 2007-306 § 6(7)(b), at 21-22, 
Laws of Fla. (emphasis added). 
 

II. Exclusive Jurisdiction over Public Utilities. 
 

A. Reedy Creek Special Act.  Section 22 of the Reedy Creek Special Act gives the 

Reedy Creek District exclusive jurisdiction and control over all “public utilities” services, which 

as described in Section 9(17) expressly includes the generation, transmission, and distribution of 

electric power.  This exclusive jurisdiction provision also specifies that when the Reedy Creek 

District sets rates for public utility services, it shall not be subject to the Commission’s rate-

setting power. 

Section 22.  Within Act is Full Authority for the Establishment of 
District Projects and District Finances.- 
 
(1) The Board of Supervisors shall have exclusive jurisdiction and control 
over all of the projects of the District, including but not limited to all 
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drainage and reclamation facilities, water and flood control facilities, 
water and sewer systems, public utilities and transportation facilities, and 
over the budget and finances of the District, including without limitation 
expenditures and appropriations, except to the extent otherwise provided 
in this Act and except to the extent that the Board of Supervisors may by 
agreement with any other public or private body authorize the same to 
exercise jurisdiction or control over any of the projects of the District.  
Subject to the limitations of and as may be otherwise required in this 
section and in section 15 of this Act, it shall not be necessary for the 
District to obtain any certificate of convenience or necessity, franchise, 
license, permit or other authorization from any bureau, board, commission 
or like instrumentality of the State or any political subdivision thereof in 
order to construct, reconstruct, acquire, extend, repair, improve, maintain 
or operate any project, and the rates, fees, rentals, fares, tolls or other 
charges to be fixed and collected with respect to the facilities and services 
of the District shall not be subject to supervision, regulation or the rate-
setting power of any bureau, board, commission or other agency of the 
State or any political subdivision thereof.  Nothing in this section or any 
other section of this Act shall be deemed to exempt any privately owned 
or operated telephone company, as defined in section 364.02, Florida 
Statutes, and amendments thereto, or any privately owned or operated 
electric power company, or any person, firm or corporation other than the 
District acting either independently, jointly with, as agent of the District or 
otherwise, from the provisions or requirements of any other law pertaining 
to the certification or regulation of telephone or electric power companies, 
persons, firms or corporations, or from the jurisdiction of the Florida 
public service commission or other regulatory agencies.  Ch. 67-764, § 
22(1), at 310, Laws of Fla. (emphasis added). 

 
B. Babcock Special Act.  There is no similar exclusive jurisdiction provision in the 

Babcock Special Act.  In fact, the Babcock Special Act emphasizes that the special powers 

granted to Babcock Ranch are “subject to, and not inconsistent with" the regulatory jurisdiction 

of other applicable agencies.  

(7) SPECIAL POWERS.—The district shall have, and the board 
may exercise, the following special powers to implement its lawful 
and special purpose and to provide, pursuant to that purpose, 
systems, facilities, services, improvements, projects, works, and 
infrastructure, each of which constitutes a lawful public purpose 
when exercised pursuant to this charter, subject to, and not  
inconsistent with, the regulatory jurisdiction and permitting 
authority of all other applicable governmental bodies, agencies, 
and any special districts having authority with respect to any area 
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included therein, and to plan, establish, acquire, construct or 
reconstruct, enlarge or extend, equip, operate, finance, fund, and 
maintain improvements, systems, facilities, services, works, 
projects, and infrastructure, including, without limitation, any 
obligations pursuant to a development order or agreement. Ch. 
2007-306, § 6(7), at 20, Laws of Fla. 
 

Furthermore, nowhere in the Babcock Special Act is Babcock Ranch expressly 

authorized to charge rates for electricity or electricity services, and nowhere in the Babcock 

Special Act is Babcock Ranch is exempted from the Commission’s rate setting regulation as was 

expressly set forth in the Reedy Creek Special Act. 

III.  Authority to Discontinue Service. 
 

A. Reedy Creek Special Act. Under Section 20 of the Reedy Creek Special Act, the 

Reedy Creek District has unrestricted power to discontinue service for the non-payment of 

charges for any services and facilities.    

Section 20. Discontinuance of Service.—In the event that the fees, rentals 
or other charges for the services and facilities of any project are not paid 
when due, the Board of Supervisors shall have the power to discontinue 
and shut off the same until such fees, rentals or other charges, including 
interest, penalties and charges for the shutting off and discontinuance and 
the restoration of such services and facilities, are fully paid, and for such 
purposes may enter on any lands, waters and premises of any person, firm, 
corporation or other body, public or private, within or without the District 
limits.  Such delinquent fees, rentals or other charges, together with 
interest, penalties and charges for the shutting off and discontinuance and 
the restoration of such services and facilities, and reasonable attorney’s 
fees and other expenses, may be recovered by the District by suit in any 
court of competent jurisdiction. The District may also enforce payment of 
such delinquent fees, rentals or other charges by any other lawful method 
of enforcement.  Ch. 67-764, § 20, at 309, Laws of Fla. (emphasis added). 
 

B. Babcock Special Act. Under Section 6(22) of the Babcock Special Act, Babcock 

Ranch is only empowered to discontinue utility service where “fees, rentals, or other charges for 

water and sewer services, or either of them, are not paid when due.” 



 

 7 
 

  (22) DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE.—In the event the fees, rentals, 
or other charges for water and sewer services, or either of them, are not 
paid when due, the board shall have the power, under such reasonable 
rules and regulations as the board may adopt, to discontinue and shut off 
both water and sewer services until such fees, rentals, or other charges, 
including interest, penalties, and charges for the shutting off and 
discontinuance and the restoration of such water and sewer services or 
both, are fully paid; and, for such purposes, the board may enter on any 
lands, waters, or premises of any person, firm, corporation, or body, public 
or private, within the district limits. Such delinquent fees, rentals, or other 
charges, together with interest, penalties, and charges for the shutting off 
and discontinuance and the restoration of such services and facilities and 
reasonable attorney’s fees and other expenses, may be recovered by the 
district, which may also enforce payment of such delinquent fees, rentals, 
or other charges by any other lawful method of enforcement. Ch. 2007-
306 § 6(22), at 43, Laws of Fla. (emphasis added). 
 

IV. Authority to Exercise Eminent Domain. 
 

A. Reedy Creek Special Act. Section 9(5) of the Reedy Creek Special Act provides 

the Reedy Creek District unrestricted authority to exercise eminent domain within the Reedy 

Creek Special District to “carry out any of the purposes of the District.”  

(5) Eminent Domain.- To exercise within or without the territorial limits of 
the District the right and power of eminent domain in all cases and under 
all circumstances provided for in section s 298.22 and 298.62, Florida 
Statutes, and amendments thereto.  In addition to and not in limitation of 
the foregoing, the District may also exercise the right and power of 
eminent domain within the territorial limits of the District for the purpose 
of condemning any real, personal or mixed property, public or private, 
including without limitation property owned by any other political body or 
municipal corporation, which the Board of Supervisors shall deem 
necessary for the use of, construction or operation of any of the projects of 
the District or otherwise to carry out any of the purposes of the District.  
The power of condemnation shall be exercised in the same manner as is 
now provided by the general laws of the State.  In any proceeding under 
this Act or under chapter 298, Florida Statutes, for the taking of property 
by eminent domain or condemnation, the Board of Supervisors is 
authorized to file declaration of taking immediate possession of the 
property before the final trial by making deposit as to value as provided by 
the general statutes, and shall have all the benefits provided by chapters 73 
and 74, Florida Statutes, and amendments thereto, or any other statutes of 
the State of Florida which give the right to immediate taking and 
possession.  No public or private body, and no agency or authority of the 
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State or any political subdivision thereof, shall exercise the power of 
eminent domain or condemnation with respect to any of the properties, 
easements or rights owned by the District lying within the District except 
with the concurrence of the Board of Supervisors of the District, which 
shall not be unreasonably withheld. Ch. 67-764, § 9(5), at 291-92, Laws of 
Fla. (emphasis added). 
 

B. Babcock Special Act.  Section 6(6)(p) of the Babcock Special Act limits the 

eminent domain powers of Babcock Ranch to “uses and purposes of the district relating solely to 

water, sewer, and transportation improvements . . . and water management.”  (Emphasis added.)  

(p) To exercise within the district, or beyond the district with prior 
approval by resolution of the governing body of the county in which the 
taking will occur, the right and power of eminent domain, pursuant to the 
provisions of chapters 73 and 74, Florida Statutes, over any property 
within the state, except municipal, county, state, and federal property, for 
the uses and purposes of the district relating solely to water, sewer, 
transportation improvements as outlined in subsection (7), and water 
management, specifically including, without limitation, the power for the 
taking of easements for the drainage of the land of one person over and 
through the land of another. Ch. 2007-306, § 6(6)(p), at 19, Laws of Fla. 
(emphasis added). 

 
V.   Authority to Levy and Collect a Utility Tax on the Purchase of Electricity.  
 

A. Reedy Creek Special Act.  Section 27 of Reedy Creek Special Act expressly 

empowers the Reedy Creek District to levy and collect a utilities tax on the purchase of 

electricity not to exceed 10% of the payments received for the provision of such utility service.   

  Section 27, Utility Tax- 
 

(1) The District shall have the right, and authority by resolution of 
the Board of Supervisors to impose, levy, and collect on each and 
every purchase of electricity,  metered or bottled gas (natural, 
liquified, petroleum gas or manufactured, water service, telephone 
service and telegraph service in its geographic limits, a tax 
(straight percentage, sliding scale, graduated or other basis) in an 
amount not to exceed ten (10) per cent of the payments received by 
the seller of such utility service, provided, however, that the sale of 
natural gas to a public or private utility, including municipal 
corporations and rural electric cooperative associations, either for 
resale or for use as fuel in the generation of electricity, or other 
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forms of power shall not be deemed to be a utility service and 
purchases thereof under such circumstances shall not be taxable 
hereunder. In every case the tax shall be collected from the 
purchaser of such utility service and paid by such purchaser for the 
use of the District to the seller or such utility service at the time of 
the purchaser paying the charges therefore to the seller. Ch. 67-
764, § 27(1), at 320-21, Laws of Fla.  

 
B.   Babcock Special Act.  There is nothing in the Babcock Special Act which 

authorizes Babcock Ranch to collect a similar tax on the sale of electric utility service.    

WHEREFORE, LCEC respectfully requests that the Commission take Official 

Recognition of the Babcock Special Act and the Reedy Creek Special Act, including the 

statutory provisions cited above. 

GOOD FAITH CONFERENCE CERTIFICATION 

 In accordance with Rule 28-106.204(3), Florida Administrative Code, counsel for LCEC 

has conferred with counsel for Babcock Ranch, Florida Power & Light Company (“FPL”), 

Tampa Electric Cooperative, Inc. (“TECO”), and Florida Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

(“FECA”) regarding their respective positions on the Motion, and is authorized to represent that 

TECO and FECA support the Motion, FPL does not object to the Motion, and Babcock Ranch 

opposes the Motion.  

 
HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP 
 
 
/D. Bruce May, Jr.     
D. Bruce May, Jr. 
Florida Bar No. 354473 
bruce.may@hklaw.com 
Kevin Cox 
Florida Bar No.  034020 
kevin.cox@hklaw.com 
Holland & Knight, LLP 
Post Office Drawer 810 
Tallahassee, Florida 32302-0810 

mailto:bruce.may@hklaw.com�
mailto:kevin.cox@hklaw.com�
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(850) 224-7000 (Telephone) 
(850) 224-8832 (Facsimile) 
 
and 
 
John A. Noland  
Florida Bar No.: 175179 
John.Noland@henlaw.com 
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A. 
1715 Monroe Street 
P.O. Box 280 
Fort Myers, FL  33902 
 
Counsel for Lee County Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

 
 

 

  

mailto:John.Noland@henlaw.com�
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was provided by e-mail this 
4th day of June, 2014 to:  
 
Brian P. Armstrong  
barmstrong@ngnlaw.com 
William C. Garner  
bgarner@ngnlaw.com  
John R. Jenkins  
jjenkins@ngnlaw.com 
Nabors, Giblin & Nickerson, PA,  
1500 Mahan Drive 
Suite 200, Tallahassee, Florida 32308 
 
Martha Brown  
mbrown@psc.state.fl.us 
Office of General Counsel 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
 
William B. Willingham 
fecabill@embarqmail.com  
Michelle L. Hershel 
mhershel@feca.com 
Florida Electric Cooperatives Association, Inc. 
2916 Apalachee Parkway 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
 
John T. Butler  
john.butler@fpl.com 
Scott A. Goorland  
scott.gorland@fpl.com 
Florida Power & Light Company 
700 Universe Boulevard 
Juno Beach, Florida 33408-0420 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James D. Beasley  
jbeasley@ausley.com 
J. Jeffry Wahlen  
jwahlen@ausley.com 
Ausley & McMullin 
P.O. Box 391 
Tallahassee, Florida 32302 
 
Paula K. Brown  
regdept@tecoenergy.com 
Tampa Electric Company 
P.O. Box 111 
Tampa, Florida 33601 
 
Dennie Hamilton 
Frank R. Cain, Jr. 
PO Box 3455 
North Fort Myers, FL 33918-3455 
Dennie.hamilton@lcec.net 
Frank.cain@lcec.net 
 
Matthew R. Bernier 
Matthew.bernier@duke-energy.com 
106 East College Avenue 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
/s/D. Bruce May, Jr.   
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CHAPTER 2007-306

Council Substitute for House Bill No. 1515

An act relating to Charlotte County; creating the Babcock Ranch Com-
munity Independent Special District; providing a short title; provid-
ing legislative findings and intent; providing definitions; stating
legislative policy regarding creation of the district; establishing com-
pliance with minimum requirements in s. 189.404(3), F.S., for cre-
ation of an independent special district; providing for creation and
establishment of the district; establishing the legal boundaries of the
district; providing for the jurisdiction and charter of the district;
providing for a governing board and establishing membership
criteria and election procedures; providing for board members’ terms
of office; providing for board meetings; providing for administrative
duties of the board; providing a method for transition of the board
from landowner control to control by the resident electors of the
district; providing for a district manager and district personnel;
providing for a district treasurer, selection of a public depository,
and district budgets and financial reports; providing for the general
powers of the district; providing for the special powers of the district
to plan, finance, and provide community infrastructure and services
within the district; providing for bonds; providing for borrowing;
providing for future ad valorem taxation; providing for special as-
sessments; providing for issuance of certificates of indebtedness;
providing for tax liens; providing for competitive procurement; pro-
viding for fees and charges; providing for amendment to charter;
providing for required notices to purchasers of residential units
within the district; defining district public property; providing sever-
ability; providing for a referendum; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the “Babcock Ranch Community
Independent Special District Act.”

Section 2. Legislative findings and intent; definitions; policy.—

(1) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT.—

(a) The unincorporated area of southeastern Charlotte County, including
the Babcock Ranch lands, are unique and special with a need towards
protecting natural resources and retaining a viable agricultural system
while protecting private property rights and promoting a sound economy.

(b) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, and Lee County have
purchased approximately 73,500 acres of the approximately 91,000-acre
Babcock Ranch for the perpetual preservation of such lands and for estab-
lishing a contiguous wildlife protection area from Lake Okeechobee to the
Charlotte Harbor Estuary Project.
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(c) The Department of Community Affairs, Charlotte County, Lee
County, and the then contract purchaser of the Babcock Ranch have entered
into an Interlocal Planning Agreement for the Babcock Ranch, dated Janu-
ary 24, 2006, which outlines the steps necessary to achieve the sale and
preservation of approximately 73,500 acres of the entire Babcock Ranch and
development of the remaining approximately 17,800 acres (the “Babcock
Ranch Community”) with a new, sustainable, compact, and mixed-use com-
munity that will provide residents with a balance of living, working, educa-
tional, civic, and recreational opportunities incorporating greenways, pedes-
trian ways, and transit corridors.

(d) The district and the district charter, as created by this act, with its
general and special powers are essential and, for the reasons set forth
herein, the best alternative for planning, constructing, maintaining, operat-
ing, financing, and improving the provision of systems, facilities, and ser-
vices necessary to meet the infrastructure needs of the Babcock Ranch
Community.

(e) There is a particular need to implement a specialized and limited
single-purpose independent special district unit of local government in con-
nection with the development of the Babcock Ranch Community, in order to
prevent urban sprawl by providing sustaining and freestanding infrastruc-
ture and to prevent the needless duplication, fragmentation, and prolifera-
tion of local government services.

(f) Management of conservation, environmental, agricultural, and eco-
nomic challenges and opportunities in the Babcock Ranch area transcends
the boundaries and responsibilities of both private landowners and individ-
ual units of government.

(g) There are two alternatives for the creation of independent special
districts for properties of this size: the establishment by rule of the Governor
and Cabinet of one or more uniform community development districts over
the property; and the establishment by special act of the Legislature of a
single independent special district meeting the minimum requirements of
chapter 189, Florida Statutes, the applicable district accountability general
law. Use of this special act, created under chapter 189, Florida Statutes, is
the better of the two alternatives in this case because it will allow for use
of a single special district, with longer involvement and responsibility on the
part of the initial landowner, which will result in better intergovernmental
coordination and lower administrative costs for Charlotte County and the
district, including its landowners and residents. Additionally, use of this
special act will provide the flexibility to include within the district, at a later
date, contiguous Babcock Ranch lands within Lee County, whereas chapter
190, Florida Statutes, would prevent a single uniform community develop-
ment district from crossing county lines. Additionally, use of this special act
updates the charter of a uniform community development district under
chapter 190, Florida Statutes, eliminates potential for its abuse, clarifies
and sets forth certain uniform procedures for liens on property, and makes
other substantial reforms to the benefit of the people of Charlotte County
and future landowners, residents, and visitors.

Ch. 2007-306 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2007-306
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(h) A longer involvement of the initial landowner with regard to the
provision of systems, facilities, and services for the Babcock Ranch Commu-
nity, coupled with a severely limited and highly specialized single purpose
of the district, is in the public interest.

(i) Any public or private system to provide infrastructure improvements,
systems, facilities, and services to the Babcock Ranch Community must be
established through a highly specialized, innovative, responsive, and ac-
countable mechanism to provide the components of infrastructure at sus-
tained levels of high quality over the long term.

(j) The existence and use of such a limited, specialized single-purpose
local government for the Babcock Ranch Community, subject to the Char-
lotte County comprehensive plan and land development regulations, will
result in a higher propensity to provide for orderly development and prevent
urban sprawl; protect and preserve environmental and conservation uses
and assets; potentially enhance the market value for both present and fu-
ture landowners of the property consistent with the need to protect private
property; potentially enhance the net economic benefit to Charlotte County,
including an enhanced tax base to the benefit of all present and future
taxpayers in Charlotte County; and result in the sharing of costs of provid-
ing certain systems, facilities, and services in an innovative, sequential, and
flexible manner within the area to be serviced by the district.

(k) The creation and establishment of the district will encourage local
government financial self-sufficiency in providing public facilities and in
identifying and implementing fiscally sound, innovative, and cost-effective
techniques to provide and finance public facilities while encouraging devel-
opment, use, and coordination of capital improvement plans by all levels of
government, pursuant to chapter 187, Florida Statutes.

(l) The creation and establishment of the district will encourage and
enhance cooperation among communities that have unique assets, irrespec-
tive of political boundaries, to bring the private and public sectors together
to establish an orderly and environmentally and economically sound plan for
current and future needs and growth.

(m) The creation and establishment of the district is a legitimate alterna-
tive method available to manage, own, operate, construct, and finance capi-
tal infrastructure systems, facilities, and services.

(n) In order to be responsive to the critical timing required through the
exercise of its special management functions, an independent district re-
quires financing of those functions, including bondable, lienable, and non-
lienable revenue, with full and continuing public disclosure and accountabil-
ity, funded by landowners, both present and future, and funded also by users
of the systems, facilities, and services provided to the land area by the
district, without burdening the taxpayers and citizens of the state, Charlotte
County, or any municipality therein.

(o) The district created and established by this act shall not exercise or
have any comprehensive planning, zoning, or development permitting

Ch. 2007-306 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2007-306
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power; the establishment of the district shall not be considered a develop-
ment order within the meaning of chapter 380, Florida Statutes; and all
applicable planning and permitting laws, rules, regulations, agreements,
and policies of Charlotte County shall control the development of the land
within the district.

(p) The creation by this act of the Babcock Ranch Community Independ-
ent Special District is not inconsistent with the Charlotte County compre-
hensive plan.

(q) Charlotte County does not object to the creation of the district.

(r) It is the legislative intent and purpose that no debt or obligation of the
district constitute a debt or obligation on any local general-purpose govern-
ment without its consent.

(s) It is the legislative intent and purpose that no local general-purpose
government shall be under any obligation or duty to assume any obligation
or commitment made by the developer or the district.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this act:

(a) “Ad valorem bonds” means bonds that are payable from the proceeds
of ad valorem taxes levied on real and tangible personal property and that
are generally referred to as general obligation bonds.

(b) “Assessable improvements” means, without limitation, any and all
public improvements and community facilities that the district is empow-
ered to provide in accordance with this act that provide a special benefit to
property within the district.

(c) “Assessment bonds” means special obligations of the district that are
payable solely from proceeds of the special assessments or benefit special
assessments levied for assessable improvements, provided that, in lieu of
issuing assessment bonds to fund the costs of assessable improvements, the
district may issue revenue bonds for such purposes payable from special
assessments.

(d) “Assessments” means those nonmillage district assessments that in-
clude special assessments, benefit special assessments, and maintenance
special assessments and a nonmillage, non-ad valorem maintenance tax if
authorized by general law.

(e) “Babcock Ranch” means the approximately 91,000 acres of contiguous
lands generally located in southeastern Charlotte County and in the north-
eastern portion of Lee County, the majority of which, approximately 73,500
acres, has been purchased pursuant to that certain Agreement for Sale and
Purchase entered into by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Trust Fund, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, and
Lee County, as authorized pursuant to the Babcock Ranch Preserve Act,
chapter 2006-231, Laws of Florida, and the remainder of which, approxi-
mately 17,800 acres, known as “Area 6,” is to be developed as the Babcock
Ranch Community.
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(f) “Babcock Ranch Community” means that portion of the Babcock
Ranch to be developed with a new, sustainable, compact, mixed-use commu-
nity pursuant to that certain Interlocal Planning Agreement for the Babcock
Ranch, dated January 24, 2006, among the Florida Department of Commu-
nity Affairs, Lee and Charlotte Counties, and the then contract purchaser
of the Babcock Ranch, and pursuant to development approvals issued or to
be issued by Lee County and Charlotte County, consisting of approximately
17,800 acres. The subject of this act is that portion of the Babcock Ranch
Community located in Charlotte County, consisting of approximately 13,631
acres, as described in section 4.

(g) “Babcock Ranch Community Independent Special District” means the
unit of special and single-purpose local government created and chartered
by this act, including the creation of its charter, and limited to the perform-
ance, in implementing its single purpose, of those general and special pow-
ers authorized by its charter under this act, the boundaries of which are
more specifically set forth in this act, the governing head of which is created
and authorized to operate with legal existence by this act, and the purpose
of which is as set forth in this act.

(h) “Benefit special assessments” are district assessments imposed, lev-
ied, and collected pursuant to the provisions of section 6(12)(b).

(i) “Bond” includes “certificate,” and the provisions that are applicable to
bonds are equally applicable to certificates. The term “bond” includes any
general obligation bond, assessment bond, refunding bond, revenue bond,
and other such obligation in the nature of a bond as provided for in this act.

(j) “Cost” or “costs,” when used with reference to any project, includes,
but is not limited to:

1. The expenses of determining the feasibility or practicability of acquisi-
tion, construction, or reconstruction.

2. The cost of surveys, estimates, plans, and specifications.

3. The cost of improvements.

4. Planning, engineering, designing, fiscal, legal, and other professional
and consultant expenses and charges.

5. The cost of all labor, materials, machinery, and equipment.

6. The cost of all lands, properties, rights, easements, and franchises
acquired.

7. Financing charges.

8. The creation of initial reserve and debt service funds.

9. Working capital.

10. Interest charges incurred or estimated to be incurred on money bor-
rowed prior to and during construction and acquisition and for such reason-
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able period of time after completion of construction or acquisition as the
board may determine.

11. The cost of issuance of bonds pursuant to this act, including adver-
tisements and printing.

12. The cost of any bond or tax referendum held pursuant to this act and
all other expenses of issuance of bonds.

13. The discount, if any, on the sale or exchange of bonds.

14. Administrative expenses.

15. The costs and expenses associated with the use, operation, mainte-
nance, and repair of improvements.

16. Such other expenses as may be necessary or incidental to the acquisi-
tion, disposition, transfer, construction, operation, maintenance, or recon-
struction of any project or to the financing thereof, or to the development of
any lands within the district.

17. Payments, contributions, dedications, and any other exactions re-
quired as a condition of receiving any governmental approval or permit
necessary to accomplish any district purpose.

(k) “District” means the Babcock Ranch Community Independent Special
District.

(l) “District manager” means the manager of the district.

(m) “General obligation bonds” means bonds that are secured by, or pro-
vide for their payment by, the pledge of the full faith and credit and taxing
power of the district, in addition to those special taxes levied for their
discharge and such other sources as may be provided for their payment or
pledged as security under the resolution authorizing their issuance, and for
payment of which recourse may be had against the general fund of the
district.

(n) “Governing board” or “board” means the governing board of the dis-
trict or, if such board has been abolished, the board, body, or commission
assuming the principal functions thereof or to whom the powers given to the
board by this act have been given by law.

(o) “Governing board member” means any member of the governing
board.

(p) “Land development regulations” means those regulations of general
purpose local government, adopted under the Local Government Compre-
hensive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act, part II of chapter
163, Florida Statutes, to which the district is subject and as to which the
district may not do anything that is inconsistent. Land development regula-
tions shall not mean specific management, engineering, planning, operat-
ing, and other criteria and standards needed in the daily management,
implementation, and provision by the district of systems, facilities, services,
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works, improvements, projects, or infrastructure, including design criteria
and standards, so long as they remain subject to and are not inconsistent
with the applicable land development regulations.

(q) “Landowner” means the owner of a freehold estate as it appears on
the deed record, including a trustee, a private corporation, and an owner of
a condominium unit. “Landowner” does not include a reversioner, re-
mainderman, mortgagee, or any governmental entity, who shall not be
counted and need not be notified of proceedings under this act. “Landowner”
also means the owner of a ground lease from a governmental entity, which
leasehold interest has a remaining term, excluding all renewal options, in
excess of 50 years.

(r) “General-purpose local government” means a county, municipality, or
consolidated city-county government.

(s) “Maintenance special assessments” are assessments imposed, levied,
and collected pursuant to the provisions of section 6(12)(d).

(t) “Non-ad valorem assessment” means only those assessments that are
not based upon millage and that can become a lien against a homestead as
permitted in s. 4, Art. X of the State Constitution.

(u) “Powers” means powers used and exercised by the governing board
to accomplish the single, limited, and special purpose of the district, includ-
ing:

1. “General powers,” those organizational and administrative powers of
the district as provided in its charter in order to carry out its single special
purpose as a local government public corporate body politic.

2. “Special powers,” those powers enumerated by the district charter to
implement its specialized systems, facilities, services, projects, improve-
ments, and infrastructure and related functions in order to carry out its
single specialized purpose.

3. Any other powers, authority, or functions set forth in this act or in
chapter 189 or chapter 190, Florida Statutes.

(v) “Project” means any development, improvement, property, power,
utility, facility, enterprise, service, system, works, or infrastructure now
existing or hereafter undertaken or established under the provisions of this
act.

(w) “Qualified elector” means any person at least 18 years of age or older,
who is a citizen of the United States, a legal resident of the state and the
district, and who registers to vote with the Supervisor of Elections in Char-
lotte County.

(x) “Refunding bonds” means bonds issued to refinance outstanding
bonds of any type and the interest and redemption premium thereon. Re-
funding bonds shall be issuable and payable in the same manner as refi-
nanced bonds, except that no approval by the electorate shall be required
unless required by the State Constitution.
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(y) “Revenue bonds” means obligations of the district that are payable
from revenues, including, but not limited to, special assessments and benefit
special assessments, derived from sources other than ad valorem taxes on
real or tangible personal property, and that do not pledge the property,
credit, or general tax revenue of the district.

(z) “Sewer system” means any plant, system of pipes or lines, facility, or
property and additions, extensions, and improvements thereto at any future
time constructed or acquired as part thereof, useful or necessary or having
the present capacity for future use in connection with the collection, treat-
ment, purification, or disposal of sewage, including, but not limited to, in-
dustrial wastes resulting from any process of industry, manufacture, trade,
or business or from the development of any natural resource. “Sewer system”
also includes treatment plants, pumping stations, lift stations, valves, force
mains, intercepting sewers, laterals, pressure lines, mains, and all neces-
sary appurtenances and equipment; all sewer mains, laterals, and other
devices for the reception and collection of sewage from premises connected
therewith; and all real and personal property and any interest therein, and
rights, easements, and franchises of any nature relating to any such system
and necessary or convenient for operation thereof.

(aa) “Special assessments” means assessments as imposed, levied, and
collected by the district for the costs of assessable improvements pursuant
to the provisions of this act, chapter 170, Florida Statutes, and the addi-
tional authority under section 197.3631, Florida Statutes, or other provi-
sions of general law that provide or authorize a supplemental means to
impose, levy, or collect special assessments.

(bb) “Tax” or “taxes” means those levies and impositions of the governing
board that support and pay for government and the administration of law
and that may be:

1. Ad valorem or property taxes based upon both the appraised value of
property and millage, at a rate uniform within the jurisdiction; or

2. If and when authorized by general law, non-ad valorem maintenance
taxes not based on millage that are used to maintain district systems, facili-
ties, and services.

(cc) “Water system” means any plant, system of pipes or lines, facility,
or property, and any addition, extension, or improvement thereto at any
future time constructed or acquired as a part thereof, useful, necessary, or
having the present capacity for future use in connection with the develop-
ment of sources, treatment, purification, or distribution of water. “Water
system” also includes lakes, canals, ditches, reservoirs, dams, impound-
ments, storage tanks, mains, lines, valves, pumping stations, laterals, and
pipes for the purpose of carrying water to the premises connected with such
system, and all rights, easements, and franchises of any nature relating to
any such system and necessary or convenient for the operation thereof.

(3) POLICY.—Based upon its findings, ascertainments, determinations,
intent, purpose, and definitions, the Legislature states its policy expressly:
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(a) The district and the district charter, with its general and special
powers, as created in this act, are essential and the best alternative for the
residential, commercial, and other community uses, projects, or functions in
the included portion of Charlotte County consistent with the effective com-
prehensive plans and serve a lawful public purpose.

(b) The district, which is a government of special purpose, is limited to
its special purpose as expressed in this act, with the power to provide, plan,
implement, construct, maintain, and finance as a government of special
purpose for its systems, facilities, services, improvements, infrastructure,
and projects and possessing financing powers to fund its management pow-
ers over the long term and with sustained levels of high quality.

(c) The creation of the Babcock Ranch Community Independent Special
District by and pursuant to this act, and its exercise of its management and
related financing powers to implement its limited, single, and special pur-
pose, does not constitute a development order and does not invoke any
provision within the meaning of chapter 380, Florida Statutes, and all appli-
cable governmental planning, environmental, and land development laws,
regulations, rules, policies, and ordinances apply to all development of the
land within the jurisdiction of the district as created by this act.

(d) The district shall operate and function subject to, and not inconsistent
with, the Charlotte County comprehensive plan and any applicable develop-
ment orders, zoning regulations, and other land development regulations.

(e) The special and single purpose Babcock Ranch Community Independ-
ent Special District will not have the powers of a general-purpose local
government to adopt a comprehensive plan or related land development
regulations as those terms are defined in the Local Government Comprehen-
sive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act, part II of chapter 163,
Florida Statutes.

(f) This act may be amended, in whole or in part, only by subsequent
special act of the Legislature. No amendment to this act that alters the
district boundaries or the general or special powers of the district may be
considered by the Legislature unless it is accompanied by a resolution or
official statement as provided for in section 189.404(2)(e)4., Florida Stat-
utes.

Section 3. Creation and establishment; jurisdiction; construction; char-
ter with legal description.—

(1) The Babcock Ranch Community Independent Special District, which
also may be referred to as the “district,” is created and incorporated as a
public body corporate and politic, an independent, limited, special purpose
local government, an independent special district under section 189.404,
Florida Statutes, and as defined in this act and section 189.403(3), Florida
Statutes, in and for a certain portion of Charlotte County. Any amendments
to chapter 190, Florida Statutes, after January 1, 2007, granting additional
general powers, special powers, authorities, or projects to a community
development district by amendment to its uniform charter, sections 190.006-
190.041, Florida Statutes, shall constitute a general power, special power,
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authority, or function of the Babcock Ranch Community Independent Spe-
cial District. All notices for the enactment by the Legislature of this special
act have been provided pursuant to the State Constitution, laws of the state,
and the Rules of the Florida House of Representatives and of the Florida
Senate.

(2) The territorial boundary of the district shall embrace and include all
of that certain real property as described in section 4.

(3) The jurisdiction of this district, in the exercise of its general and
special powers, and in the carrying out of its special purposes, is both within
the external boundaries of the legal description of this district and extrater-
ritorially only when expressly authorized by this act or by applicable general
law. This special purpose district is created as a public body corporate and
politic, with local government authority and power limited by its charter,
this act, and subject to the provisions of other general laws, in particular
chapter 189, Florida Statutes, except that in the event that a conflict arises
between the provisions of applicable general laws and this act, the provi-
sions of this act will control, and the district has jurisdiction to perform such
acts and exercise such authorities, functions, and powers as shall be neces-
sary, convenient, incidental, proper, or reasonable for the implementation
of its limited, single, and specialized purpose regarding the sound planning,
provision, acquisition, development, operation, maintenance, and related
financing of those public systems, facilities, services, improvements, proj-
ects, and infrastructure works as authorized herein, including those neces-
sary and incidental thereto.

(4) The exclusive charter of the “Babcock Ranch Community Independ-
ent Special District” is this act, which may be amended, terminated, or
repealed only by special act of the Legislature.

Section 4. Legal description of the Babcock Ranch Community Independ-
ent Special District.—

LEGAL DESCRIPTION. The metes and bounds legal description of the
district, within which there are no parcels of property owned by those
who do not wish their property to be included within the district, is as
follows:

CHARLOTTE COUNTY PARCEL:

A parcel of land lying within Sections 29, 31 through 33, Township 41
South, Range 26 East, AND, Sections 4 through 10, Sections 15 through
17 and Sections 19 through 36, Township 42 South, Range 26 East,
Charlotte County, Florida, being more particularly described as follows:

Commence at the Southwest corner of Section 31, Township 42 South,
Range 26 East and run S89°41′45″E, along the South line of said Section
31, a distance of 50.00 feet to a point on the East right-of-way line of
State Road No. 31, said point also being the Point of Beginning of the
parcel of land herein described; Thence continue S89°41′45″E a distance
of 5,189.75 feet to the Northeast corner of Section 6, Township 43 South,
Range 26 East; Thence S89°41′45″E a distance of 5,306.08 feet to the
Northeast corner of Section 5, Township 43 South, Range 26 East;
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Thence S89°37′16″E a distance of 5,289.11 feet to the Northeast corner
of Section 4, Township 43 South, Range 26 East; Thence S89°35′44″E a
distance of 5,294.60 feet to the Northeast corner of Section 3, Township
43 South, Range 26 East; Thence S89°35′44″E a distance of 5,294.60 feet
to the Northeast corner of Section 2, Township 43 South, Range 26 East;
Thence S89°35′44″E, along the North line of Section 1, Township 43
South, Range 26 East, a distance of 3,430.66 feet; Thence N00°00′40″W
a distance of 10,185.53 feet; Thence N05°46′23″E a distance of 1,058.56
feet; Thence N66°40′38″W a distance of 200.62 feet; Thence S83°12′47″W
a distance of 1,373.33 feet; Thence N30°17′33″W a distance of 1,686.63
feet; Thence N70°02′41″W a distance of 1,332.41 feet; Thence
S72°42′44″W a distance of 1,430.81 feet; Thence N49°18′31″W a distance
of 2,362.25 feet; Thence S69°00′57″W a distance of 1,518.19 feet; Thence
S21°08′17″W a distance of 865.44 feet; Thence S20°29′11″E a distance of
1,376.91 feet; Thence N74°38′25″E a distance of 1,635.69 feet; Thence
S00°18′50″E a distance of 1,309.92 feet; Thence S89°45′02″W a distance
of 4,154.48 feet; Thence N51°39′36″W a distance of 782.53 feet; Thence
N04°14′12″E a distance of 1,329.59 feet; Thence N39°20′59″W a distance
of 1,779.16 feet; Thence N42°01′35″W a distance of 1,162.94 feet; Thence
S52°01′16″W a distance of 818.34 feet; Thence S62°56′46″W a distance
of 516.42 feet; Thence S89°59′33″W a distance of 307.20 feet; Thence
N80°06′18″W a distance of 334.84 feet; Thence N20°54′51″W a distance
of 336.86 feet; Thence N05°03′05″E a distance of 533.35 feet; Thence
N22°47′49″E a distance of 5,490.82 feet; Thence N55°42′26″E a distance
of 195.73 feet; Thence N21°59′06″W a distance of 1,739.17 feet; Thence
N52°37′55″E a distance of 867.75 feet; Thence N13°36′57″W a distance
of 2,507.33 feet; Thence S78°50′16″W a distance of 687.95 feet; Thence
N19°48′25″W a distance of 366.25 feet; Thence N08°01′21″W a distance
of 493.32 feet; Thence N03°43′40″E a distance of 687.22 feet; Thence
N00°28′20″E a distance of 674.51 feet; Thence N25°12′33″W a distance
of 261.13 feet; Thence N42°54′55″W a distance of 643.19 feet; Thence
N07°19′37″W a distance of 171.40 feet; Thence N13°05′30″E a distance
of 201.96 feet; Thence N32°40′01″W a distance of 186.12 feet; Thence
N05°04′15″W a distance of 1,832.77 feet; Thence N19°47′08″W a distance
of 527.20 feet; Thence N26°13′22″W a distance of 802.13 feet; Thence
S79°06′55″W a distance of 475.20 feet; Thence N74°19′19″W a distance
of 1,689.05 feet; Thence N01°26′06″W a distance of 897.42 feet; Thence
N89°51′42″W a distance of 67.91 feet; Thence N00°00′03″W a distance
of 1,218.37 feet; Thence N39°50′11″W a distance of 190.86 feet; Thence
N00°00′29″W a distance of 324.62 feet; Thence N89°59′52″W a distance
of 688.20 feet; Thence N00°00′00″E a distance of 1,967.22 feet; Thence
N41°13′25″W a distance of 2,825.17 feet; Thence S89°59′57″W a distance
of 3,566.80 feet; Thence S00°00′03″E a distance of 2,799.34 feet; Thence
S89°11′17″W a distance of 5,960.98 feet to a point lying 50.00 feet East
of the East right-of-way line for State Road No. 31; Thence along a line
50.00 feet East of, and parallel with, the East right-of-way line for State
Road No. 31, the following courses and distances: S00°48′43″E a distance
of 2,976.13 feet and S00°34′01″W a distance of 786.25 feet; Thence
S89°25′59″E a distance of 4,104.32 feet; Thence S00°01′22″E a distance
of 2,084.04 feet; Thence S16°46′15″E a distance of 1,740.24 feet; Thence
S09°11′59″W a distance of 1,325.85 feet; Thence S73°15′18″E a distance
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of 661.15 feet; Thence N59°20′29″E a distance of 577.75 feet; Thence
S38°10′48″E a distance of 551.46 feet; Thence S86°25′58″E a distance of
385.80 feet; Thence S24°01′11″E a distance of 975.12 feet; Thence
S57°46′34″E a distance of 530.20 feet; Thence S70°04′12″E a distance of
1,843.47 feet; Thence N63°01′21″E a distance of 1,214.99 feet; Thence
S50°03′22″E a distance of 2,565.56 feet; Thence S13°56′09″W a distance
of 1,953.90 feet; Thence S12°51′59″E a distance of 1,862.33 feet; Thence
S71°59′01″W a distance of 448.53 feet; Thence N45°00′57″W a distance
of 266.60 feet; Thence S69°50′23″W a distance of 1,104.27 feet; Thence
S28°10′55″E a distance of 1,272.60 feet; Thence S62°45′03″W a distance
of 4,638.30 feet; Thence S82°12′01″W a distance of 711.48 feet; Thence
S81°38′00″W a distance of 5,167.82 feet; Thence N77°54′41″W a distance
of 707.32 feet; Thence N89°28′15″W a distance of 299.98 feet to a point
lying 50.00 feet East of the East right-of-way line for State Road No. 31;
Thence along a line 50.00 feet East of, and parallel with, the East right-
of-way line for State Road No. 31, the following courses and distances:
S00°31′45″W a distance of 4,197.71 feet, S00°26′10″W a distance of
5,282.33 feet and S00°36′46″W a distance of 5,337.00 feet to the Point of
Beginning.

Containing 13,630.64 acres, more or less.

Bearings hereinabove mentioned are based on the North line of Section
6, Township 43 South, Range 26 East to bear S89°41′45″E.

Section 5. Governing board; members and meetings; organization; pow-
ers; duties; terms of office; related election requirements.—

(1) The board shall exercise the powers granted to the district pursuant
to this act. The board shall consist of five voting members. Each voting
member shall hold office for a term of 4 years, except as otherwise provided
herein for initial board members, and until a successor is chosen and quali-
fied. Additionally, Charlotte and Lee Counties, acting through their respec-
tive boards of county commissioners, are each entitled, but under no obliga-
tion, to appoint one person to act as a representative for the appointing
county and liaison to the board. Such person may be appointed to serve as
liaison to the board at any time after the initial landowner’s meeting and
may serve until replaced or removed by the appointing county. Only Char-
lotte and Lee Counties may appoint liaisons to the board, and only landown-
ers and qualified electors may elect voting members to the board. All mem-
bers of the board must be residents of the state and citizens of the United
States. A board liaison is entitled to receive all meeting notices and board
meeting materials in the same manner as a voting member of the board and
shall be entitled to be heard at board meetings in the same manner as board
members, except that such person shall not be a member of the governing
board nor be entitled to vote.

(2)(a) Within 90 days following the effective date of this act, there shall
be held a meeting of the landowners of the district for the purpose of electing
five members for the district. Notice of the landowners’ meeting shall be
published once a week for 2 consecutive weeks in a newspaper that is in
general circulation in the area of the district, the last day of such publication
to be not less than 14 days or more than 28 days before the date of the
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election. The landowners, when assembled at such meeting, shall organize
by electing a chair, who shall conduct the meeting. The chair may be any
person present at the meeting. If the chair is a landowner or proxy holder
of a landowner, he or she may nominate candidates and make and second
motions. The landowners present at the meeting, in person or by proxy, shall
constitute a quorum. At any landowners’ meeting, 50 percent of the district
acreage shall not be required to constitute a quorum, and each governing
board member elected by landowners shall be elected by a majority of the
acreage represented either by owner or proxy present and voting at said
meeting.

(b) At such meeting, each landowner shall be entitled to cast one vote per
acre of land owned by him or her and located within the district for each
person to be elected. A landowner may vote in person or by proxy in writing.
Each proxy must be signed by one of the legal owners of the property for
which the vote is cast and must contain the typed or printed name of the
individual who signed the proxy; the street address, legal description of the
property, or tax parcel identification number; and the number of authorized
votes. If the proxy authorizes more than one vote, each property must be
listed and the number of acres of each property must be included. The
signature on a proxy need not be notarized. A fraction of an acre shall be
treated as one acre, entitling the landowner to one vote with respect thereto.
The two candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall be elected
for terms expiring November 30, 2010, and the three candidates receiving
the next largest number of votes shall be elected for terms expiring Novem-
ber 30, 2008, with the term of office for each successful candidate commenc-
ing upon election. The members of the first board elected by landowners
shall serve their respective terms; however, the next election of board mem-
bers shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November
2008. Thereafter, there shall be an election by landowners for the district
every 2 years on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November,
which shall be noticed pursuant to paragraph (a). The second and subse-
quent landowners’ election shall be announced at a public meeting of the
board at least 90 days prior to the date of the landowners’ meeting and shall
also be noticed pursuant to paragraph (a). Instructions on how all landown-
ers may participate in the election, along with sample proxies, shall be
provided during the board meeting that announces the landowners’ meeting.
Each member elected in or after November 2008 shall serve a 4-year term.

(3)(a)1. The board may not exercise the ad valorem taxing power or
general obligation bond power authorized by this act until such time as all
members of the board, except for nonvoting members, are qualified electors
who are elected by qualified electors of the district.

2.a. Regardless of whether the district has proposed to levy ad valorem
taxes or issue general obligation bonds, board members initially elected by
landowners shall be elected by qualified electors of the district as the district
becomes populated with qualified electors. The transition shall occur such
that the composition of the board, after the first general election following
a trigger of the qualified elector population thresholds set forth below, shall
be as follows:
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(I) Once 4,600 qualified electors reside within the district, one voting
board member shall be a person who was elected by the qualified electors,
and four voting board members shall be persons who were elected by the
landowners.

(II) Once 8,900 qualified electors reside within the district, two voting
board members shall be persons who were elected by the qualified electors,
and three voting board members shall be persons elected by the landowners.

(III) Once 22,000 qualified electors reside within the district, three vot-
ing board members shall be persons who were elected by the qualified
electors and two voting board members shall be persons who were elected
by the landowners.

(IV) Once 24,000 qualified electors reside within the district, four voting
board members shall be persons who were elected by the qualified electors
and one voting board member shall be a person who was elected by the
landowners.

(V) Once 25,000 qualified electors reside within the district, all five vot-
ing board members shall be persons who were elected by the qualified
electors.

Nothing in this sub-subparagraph is intended to require an election prior to
the expiration of an existing board member’s term.

b. On or before June 1 of each year, the board shall determine the num-
ber of qualified electors in the district as of the immediately preceding April
15. The board shall use and rely upon the official records maintained by the
supervisor of elections and property appraiser or tax collector in and for
Charlotte County in making this determination. Such determination shall
be made at a properly noticed meeting of the board and shall become a part
of the official minutes of the district.

c. All governing board members elected by qualified electors shall be
elected at large at an election occurring as provided in subsection (2) and
this subsection.

d. Once the district qualifies to have any of its board members elected by
the qualified electors of the district, the initial and all subsequent elections
by the qualified electors of the district shall be held at the general election
in November. The board shall adopt a resolution if necessary to implement
this requirement. The transition process described herein is intended to be
in lieu of the process set forth in section 189.4051, Florida Statutes.

(b) Elections of board members by qualified electors held pursuant to this
subsection shall be nonpartisan and shall be conducted in the manner pre-
scribed by law for holding general elections. Board members shall assume
the office on the second Tuesday after their election.

(c) Candidates seeking election to office by qualified electors under this
subsection shall conduct their campaigns in accordance with the provisions
of chapter 106, Florida Statutes, and shall file qualifying papers and qualify
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for individual seats in accordance with section 99.061, Florida Statutes.
Candidates shall pay a qualifying fee, which shall consist of a filing fee and,
if applicable, an election assessment or, as an alternative, shall file a peti-
tion signed by not less than 1 percent of the registered voters of the district,
and take the oath required in section 99.021, Florida Statutes, with the
supervisor of elections in the county affected by such candidacy. The amount
of the filing fee is 3 percent of $4,800; however, if the electors have provided
for compensation, the amount of the filing fee is 3 percent of the maximum
annual compensation so provided. The filing fee and election assessment, if
applicable, shall be distributed as provided in section 105.031(3), Florida
Statutes.

(d) The supervisor of elections shall appoint the inspectors and clerks of
elections, prepare and furnish the ballots, designate polling places, and
canvass the returns of the election of board members by qualified electors.
The county canvassing board shall declare and certify the results of the
election.

(4) Voting members of the board shall be public officers, shall be known
as members and, upon entering into office, shall take and subscribe to the
oath of office as prescribed by section 876.05, Florida Statutes. Voting mem-
bers of the board shall be subject to ethics and conflict of interest laws of the
state that apply to all local public officers. Voting members of the board shall
hold office for the terms for which they were elected and until their succes-
sors are chosen and qualified. If, during the term of office, a voting member
vacancy occurs, the remaining voting members of the board shall fill each
vacancy by an appointment for the remainder of the unexpired term.

(5) Any member of the board may be removed by the Governor for malfea-
sance, misfeasance, dishonesty, incompetency, or failure to perform the du-
ties imposed upon him or her by this act, and any vacancies that may occur
in such office for such reasons shall be filled by the Governor as soon as
practicable.

(6) A majority of the voting members of the board constitutes a quorum
for the purposes of conducting its business and exercising its powers and for
all other purposes. Action taken by the district shall be upon a vote of a
majority of the voting members present unless general law or a rule of the
district requires a greater number.

(7) As soon as practicable after each election or appointment, the board
shall organize by electing one of its voting members as chair and by electing
a secretary, who need not be a member of the board, and such other officers
as the board may deem necessary.

(8) The board shall keep a permanent record book entitled “Record of
Proceedings of Babcock Ranch Community Independent Special District,” in
which shall be recorded minutes of all meetings, resolutions, proceedings,
certificates, bonds given by all employees, and any and all corporate acts.
The record book and all other district records shall at reasonable times be
opened to inspection in the same manner as state, county, and municipal
records pursuant to chapter 119, Florida Statutes. The record book shall be
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kept at the office or other regular place of business maintained by the board
in a designated location in Charlotte County.

(9) Each voting member of the board shall be entitled to receive for his
or her services an amount not to exceed $200 per meeting of the board, not
to exceed $4,800 per year per member, or an amount established by the
electors at referendum. In addition, each voting member of the board shall
receive travel and per diem expenses as set forth in section 112.061, Florida
Statutes.

(10) All meetings of the board shall be open to the public and governed
by the provisions of chapter 286, Florida Statutes.

Section 6. Governing board; general duties.—

(1) DISTRICT MANAGER AND EMPLOYEES.—The board shall em-
ploy and fix the compensation of a district manager, who shall have charge
and supervision of the works of the district and shall be responsible for
preserving and maintaining any improvement or facility constructed or
erected pursuant to the provisions of this act, for maintaining and operating
the equipment owned by the district, and for performing such other duties
as may be prescribed by the board. It shall not be a conflict of interest under
chapter 112, Florida Statutes, for a board member, the district manager, or
another employee of the district to be a stockholder, officer, or employee of
a landowner. The district manager may hire or otherwise employ and termi-
nate the employment of such other persons, including, without limitation,
professional, supervisory, and clerical employees, as may be necessary and
authorized by the board. The compensation and other conditions of employ-
ment of the officers and employees of the district shall be as provided by the
board.

(2) TREASURER.—The board shall designate a person who is a resident
of the state as treasurer of the district, who shall have charge of the funds
of the district. Such funds shall be disbursed only upon the order of or
pursuant to a resolution of the board by warrant or check countersigned by
the treasurer and by such other person as may be authorized by the board.
The board may give the treasurer such other or additional powers and duties
as the board may deem appropriate and may fix his or her compensation.
The board may require the treasurer to give a bond in such amount, on such
terms, and with such sureties as may be deemed satisfactory to the board
to secure the performance by the treasurer of his or her powers and duties.
The financial records of the board shall be audited by an independent certi-
fied public accountant at least once a year.

(3) PUBLIC DEPOSITORY.—The board is authorized to select as a de-
pository for its funds any qualified public depository as defined in section
280.02, Florida Statutes, that meets all the requirements of chapter 280,
Florida Statutes, and has been designated by the treasurer as a qualified
public depository upon such terms and conditions as to the payment of
interest by such depository upon the funds so deposited as the board may
deem just and reasonable.
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(4) BUDGET; REPORTS AND REVIEWS.—

(a) The district shall provide financial reports in such form and manner
as prescribed pursuant to this act and chapter 218, Florida Statutes.

(b) On or before July 15 of each year, the district manager shall prepare
a proposed budget for the ensuing fiscal year to be submitted to the board
for board approval. The proposed budget shall include at the direction of the
board an estimate of all necessary expenditures of the district for the ensu-
ing fiscal year and an estimate of income to the district from the taxes and
assessments provided in this act. The board shall consider the proposed
budget item by item and may either approve the budget as proposed by the
district manager or modify the same in part or in whole. The board shall
indicate its approval of the budget by resolution, which resolution shall
provide for a hearing on the budget as approved. Notice of the hearing on
the budget shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the
area of the district once a week for 2 consecutive weeks, except that the first
publication shall be not fewer than 15 days prior to the date of the hearing.
The notice shall further contain a designation of the day, time, and place of
the public hearing. At the time and place designated in the notice, the board
shall hear all objections to the budget as proposed and may make such
changes as the board deems necessary. At the conclusion of the budget
hearing, the board shall, by resolution, adopt the budget as finally approved
by the board. The budget shall be adopted prior to October 1 of each year.

(c) At least 60 days prior to adoption, the board of the district shall
submit to the Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners, for pur-
poses of disclosure and information only, the proposed annual budget for the
ensuing fiscal year, and the board of county commissioners may submit
written comments to the board of the district solely for the assistance and
information of the board of the district in adopting its annual district budget.

(d) The board of the district shall submit annually to the Charlotte
County Board of County Commissioners its district public facilities report
under section 189.415(2), Florida Statutes, which report the board of county
commissioners shall use and rely on in the preparation or revision of its
comprehensive plan, specifically under section 189.415(6), Florida Statutes.

(5) DISCLOSURE OF PUBLIC FINANCING.—The district shall, in ac-
cordance with all applicable general law, provide for the full disclosure of
information relating to the public financing and maintenance of improve-
ments to real property undertaken by the district. Such information shall
be made available to all existing residents and all prospective residents of
the district. The district shall furnish each developer of a residential devel-
opment within the district with sufficient copies of that information to pro-
vide each prospective initial purchaser of property in that development with
a copy. Any developer of a residential development within the district, when
required by law to provide a public offering statement, shall include a copy
of such information relating to the public financing and maintenance of
improvements in the public offering statement. The Division of Florida Land
Sales, Condominiums, and Mobile Homes of the Department of Business
and Professional Regulation shall ensure that disclosures made by develop-

Ch. 2007-306 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2007-306

17
CODING:  Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



ers pursuant to chapter 498, Florida Statutes, meet the requirements of
section 190.009(1), Florida Statutes.

(6) GENERAL POWERS.—The district shall have, and the board may
exercise, the following general powers:

(a) To sue and be sued in the name of the district; to adopt and use a seal
and authorize the use of a facsimile thereof; to acquire, by purchase, gift,
devise, or otherwise, and to dispose of, real and personal property, or any
estate therein; and to make and execute contracts and other instruments
necessary or convenient to the exercise of its powers.

(b) To apply for coverage of its employees under the Florida Retirement
System in the same manner as if such employees were state employees,
subject to necessary action by the district to pay employer contributions into
the Florida Retirement System Trust Fund.

(c) To contract for the services of consultants to perform planning, engi-
neering, legal, or other appropriate services of a professional nature. Such
contracts shall be subject to public bidding or competitive negotiation re-
quirements as set forth in general law applicable to independent special
districts.

(d) To borrow money and accept gifts; to apply for and use grants or loans
of money or other property from the United States, the state, a unit of local
government, or any person for any district purposes and enter into agree-
ments required in connection therewith; and to hold, use, and dispose of
such moneys or property for any district purposes in accordance with the
terms of the gift, grant, loan, or agreement relating thereto.

(e) To adopt and enforce rules and orders pursuant to the provisions of
chapter 120, Florida Statutes, prescribing the powers, duties, and functions
of the officers of the district; the conduct of the business of the district; the
maintenance of records; and the form of certificates evidencing tax liens and
all other documents and records of the district. The board may also adopt
and enforce administrative rules with respect to any of the projects of the
district and define the area to be included therein. The board may also adopt
resolutions that may be necessary for the conduct of district business.

(f) To maintain an office at such place or places as the board designates
in Charlotte County, and within the district when facilities are available.

(g) To hold, control, and acquire by donation or purchase, or dispose of,
any public easements, dedications to public use, platted reservations for
public purposes, or any reservations for those purposes authorized by this
act and to make use of such easements, dedications, or reservations for the
purposes authorized by this act.

(h) To lease as lessor or lessee to or from any person, firm, corporation,
association, or body, public or private, any projects of the type that the
district is authorized to undertake and facilities or property of any nature
for the use of the district to carry out the purposes authorized by this act.
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(i) To borrow money and issue bonds, certificates, warrants, notes, or
other evidence of indebtedness as hereinafter provided; to levy such taxes
and assessments as may be authorized; and to charge, collect, and enforce
fees and other user charges.

(j) To raise, by user charges or fees authorized by resolution of the board,
amounts of money necessary for the conduct of district activities and ser-
vices and to enforce their receipt and collection in the manner prescribed by
resolution not inconsistent with law.

(k) To cooperate with, or contract with, other governmental agencies as
may be necessary, convenient, incidental, or proper in connection with any
of the powers, duties, or purposes authorized by this act.

(l) To assess and to impose upon lands in the district ad valorem taxes
as provided by this act.

(m) If and when authorized by general law, to determine, order, levy,
impose, collect, and enforce maintenance taxes.

(n) To determine, order, levy, impose, collect, and enforce assessments
pursuant to this act and the general laws of the state.

(o) To hold, control and acquire by donation, purchase, or condemnation
(subject to the limitation on the district’s eminent domain powers as set
forth below), or dispose of, any public easements, dedications to public use,
platted reservations for public purposes, or any reservations for those pur-
poses authorized by this act, both within and outside the boundaries of the
district, and to make use of such easements, dedications, or reservations for
the purposes authorized by this act.

(p) To exercise within the district, or beyond the district with prior ap-
proval by resolution of the governing body of the county in which the taking
will occur, the right and power of eminent domain, pursuant to the provi-
sions of chapters 73 and 74, Florida Statutes, over any property within the
state, except municipal, county, state, and federal property, for the uses and
purposes of the district relating solely to water, sewer, transportation im-
provements as outlined in subsection (7), and water management, specifi-
cally including, without limitation, the power for the taking of easements for
the drainage of the land of one person over and through the land of another.

(q) To exercise such special powers and other express powers as may be
authorized and granted by this act in the charter of the district, including
powers as provided in any interlocal agreement entered into pursuant to
chapter 163, Florida Statutes, or that shall be required or permitted to be
undertaken by the district pursuant to any development order or develop-
ment of regional impact, or any other agreement with Charlotte County or
other governmental entities, including, without limitation, any school dis-
trict, sheriff, fire district, drainage district, and health care district for
proportionate, fair-share, or pipelining capital construction funding for any
certain capital facilities or systems required from the development pursuant
to any applicable development order or agreement.
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(r) To exercise all of the powers necessary, convenient, incidental, or
proper in connection with any other powers or duties or the special purpose
of the district authorized by this act.

(s) To carry out any conditions of any development approval, develop-
ment order, or agreement applicable to the development of the Babcock
Ranch Community that relates to the provisions of infrastructure, including
roads and other on-site and off-site improvements and any surety obliga-
tions relating thereto.

The provisions of this subsection shall be construed liberally in order to
carry out effectively the specialized purpose of this act.

(7) SPECIAL POWERS.—The district shall have, and the board may
exercise, the following special powers to implement its lawful and special
purpose and to provide, pursuant to that purpose, systems, facilities, ser-
vices, improvements, projects, works, and infrastructure, each of which con-
stitutes a lawful public purpose when exercised pursuant to this charter,
subject to, and not inconsistent with, the regulatory jurisdiction and permit-
ting authority of all other applicable governmental bodies, agencies, and any
special districts having authority with respect to any area included therein,
and to plan, establish, acquire, construct or reconstruct, enlarge or extend,
equip, operate, finance, fund, and maintain improvements, systems, facili-
ties, services, works, projects, and infrastructure, including, without limita-
tion, any obligations pursuant to a development order or agreement. Any or
all of the following special powers are granted by this act in order to imple-
ment the special purpose of the district:

(a) To provide water management and control for the lands within the
district and to connect some or any of such facilities with roads and bridges.
In the event that the board assumes the responsibility for providing water
management and control for the district that is to be financed by benefit
special assessments, the board shall adopt plans and assessments pursuant
to law or may adopt water management and control plans, assess for bene-
fits, and apportion and levy special assessments, as follows:

1. The board shall cause to be made by the district’s engineer, or such
other engineer or engineers as the board may employ for that purpose,
complete and comprehensive water management and control plans for the
lands located within the district that will be improved in any part or in whole
by any system of facilities that may be outlined and adopted, and the engi-
neer shall make a report in writing to the board with maps and profiles of
said surveys and an estimate of the cost of carrying out and completing the
plans.

2. Upon the completion of such plans, the board shall hold a hearing
thereon to hear objections thereto; shall give notice of the time and place
fixed for such hearing by publication once each week for 2 consecutive weeks
in a newspaper of general circulation in the general area of the district; and
shall permit the inspection of the plan at the office of the district by all
persons interested. All objections to the plan shall be filed at or before the
time fixed in the notice for the hearing and shall be in writing.
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3. After the hearing, the board shall consider the proposed plan and any
objections thereto and may modify, reject, or adopt the plan or continue the
hearing until a day certain for further consideration of the proposed plan or
modifications thereof.

4. When the board approves a plan, a resolution shall be adopted and a
certified copy thereof shall be filed in the office of the secretary and incorpo-
rated by him or her into the records of the district.

5. The water management and control plan may be altered in detail from
time to time until the appraisal record herein provided is filed but not in
such manner as to affect materially the conditions of its adoption. After the
appraisal record has been filed, no alteration of the plan shall be made,
except as provided by this act.

6. Within 20 days after the final adoption of the plan by the board, the
board shall proceed pursuant to section 298.301, Florida Statutes.

(b) To provide for water supply, sewer, and wastewater management,
reclamation, and reuse, or any combination thereof, and any irrigation sys-
tems, facilities, and services and to construct and operate connecting inter-
cepting or outlet sewers and sewer mains and pipes and water mains, con-
duits, or pipelines in, along, and under any street, alley, highway, or other
public place or ways, and to dispose of any effluent, residue, or other byprod-
ucts of such system or sewer system.

1. The district may not purchase or sell a water, sewer, or wastewater
reuse utility that provides service to the public for compensation, or enter
into a wastewater facility privatization contract for a wastewater facility,
until the governing body of the district has held a public hearing on the
purchase, sale, or wastewater facility privatization contract and made a
determination that the purchase, sale, or wastewater facility privatization
contract is in the public interest.

2. In determining if the purchase, sale, or wastewater facility privatiza-
tion contract is in the public interest, the district shall consider, at a mini-
mum, the following:

a. The most recent available income and expense statement for the util-
ity.

b. The most recent available balance sheet for the utility, listing assets
and liabilities and clearly showing the amount of contributions in aid of
construction and the accumulated depreciation thereon.

c. A statement of the existing rate base of the utility for regulatory
purposes.

d. The physical condition of the utility facilities being purchased or sold
or subject to a wastewater facility privatization contract.

e. The reasonableness of the purchase, sale, or wastewater facility
privatization contract price and terms.
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f. The impacts of the purchase, sale, or wastewater facility privatization
contract on utility customers, both positive and negative.

g. Any additional investment required and the ability and willingness of
the purchaser or the private firm under a wastewater facility privatization
contract to make that investment, whether the purchaser is the district or
the entity purchasing the utility from the district.

h. In the case of a wastewater facility privatization contract, the terms
and conditions on which the private firm will provide capital investment and
financing or a combination thereof for contemplated capital replacements,
additions, expansions, and repairs.

i. The alternatives to the purchase, sale, or wastewater facility privatiza-
tion contract and the potential impact on utility customers if the purchase,
sale, or wastewater facility privatization contract is not made.

j. The ability of the purchaser or the private firm under a wastewater
facility privatization contract to provide and maintain high-quality and cost-
effective utility service, whether the purchaser is the district or the entity
purchasing the utility from the district.

k. In the case of a wastewater facility privatization contract, the district
shall give significant weight to the technical expertise and experience of the
private firm in carrying out the obligations specified in the wastewater
facility privatization contract.

1. All moneys paid by a private firm to a district pursuant to a waste-
water facility privatization contract shall be used for the purpose of reducing
or offsetting property taxes, wastewater service rates, or debt reduction or
making infrastructure improvements or capital asset expenditures or other
public purpose, provided, however, that nothing herein shall preclude the
district from using all or part of the moneys for the purpose of the district’s
qualification for relief from the repayment of federal grant awards associ-
ated with the wastewater system as may be required by federal law or
regulation. The district shall prepare a statement showing that the pur-
chase, sale, or wastewater facility privatization contract is in the public
interest, including a summary of the purchaser’s or private firm’s experience
in water, sewer, or wastewater reuse utility operation and a showing of
financial ability to provide the service, whether the purchaser or private
firm is the district or the entity purchasing the utility from the district.

(c) To provide for bridges or culverts that may be needed across any
drain, ditch, canal, floodway, holding basin, excavation, public highway,
tract, grade, fill, or cut and roadways over levees and embankments, and to
construct any and all of such works and improvements across, through, or
over any public right-of-way, highway, grade, fill, or cut.

(d) To provide for transportation and transportation-related improve-
ments equal to or exceeding the specifications of the county in which such
transportation improvements are located, which specifications may include,
but not be limited to, those outlined in conditions of development approval.
Such transportation and transportation-related improvements may include,
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but are not limited to, highways, streets, roads, alleys, trails, pathways,
sidewalks, parkways, bicycle lanes, jogging paths, interchanges, bridges,
thoroughfares of all kinds and descriptions, landscaping, hardscaping, irri-
gation, storm drains, street lighting, traffic signals, regulatory or informa-
tional signage, road striping, underground conduit, underground cable or
fiber or wire, parking facilities, and all other related elements of a function-
ing transportation system in general or as related to the conditions of a
development approval affecting the Babcock Ranch Community. Such trans-
portation improvements may be located on-site or off-site; provided, how-
ever, that any off-site transportation improvements must be required or
approved by the local general purpose government in which they are located.

(e) To provide buses, trolleys, transit shelters and services, ridesharing
facilities and services, parking improvements, and related signage.

(f) To provide investigation and remediation costs associated with the
cleanup of actual or perceived environmental contamination within the dis-
trict under the supervision or direction of a competent governmental author-
ity unless the covered costs benefit any person who is a landowner within
the district and who caused or contributed to the contamination.

(g) To provide for observation areas, conservation areas, mitigation
areas, wildlife areas and wildlife habitat within or outside the district,
including the maintenance of any plant or animal species, and any related
interest in real or personal property.

(h) To provide for parks and facilities for indoor and outdoor recreational,
cultural, educational, and library uses.

(i) To provide for fire prevention and control, including fire stations,
water mains and plugs, fire trucks, and other vehicles and equipment.

(j) To establish and maintain emergency medical and rescue response
services, and acquire and maintain rescue, medical, and other emergency
equipment.

(k) To provide for school buildings and related structures, which may be
leased, sold, or donated to the school district, for use in the educational
system when authorized by the affected school board. The district is granted
the special power to contract with the school boards of Charlotte and Lee
counties and, as applicable, the boards of county commissioners of Charlotte
and Lee Counties, and with the applicable landowner developer of the lands
within the district, to assess the school district educational facilities plan,
and to implement a management and financing plan for timely construction,
maintenance, and acquisition, at the option of the district, of school facili-
ties, including facilities identified in the facilities work programs or those
proposed by charter schools. The district is granted the special power to
determine, order, levy, impose, collect, or arrange for the collection and
enforcement of assessments, as defined in and pursuant to this act, for such
school facilities. The district is eligible for the financial enhancements avail-
able to educational facility benefit districts to provide for financing the
construction and maintenance of educational facilities pursuant to section
1013.356, Florida Statutes, and, if and when authorized by general law, to

Ch. 2007-306 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2007-306

23
CODING:  Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



acquire such educational facilities. This act, in the place of an educational
facilities benefit district, authorizes the affected school board to designate
the district. The district is authorized to enter into an interlocal agreement
with the affected school board and, as applicable, the affected county, and
applicable private landowners and developers in order to provide for such
construction, maintenance, and acquisition and in order to receive the appli-
cable financial enhancements provided by section 1013.356, Florida Stat-
utes. The interlocal agreement shall consider, among other things, absorp-
tion rates, sales rates, and related data of existing and projected schools;
racial, ethnic, social, and economic balance within the affected school dis-
trict under applicable state and federal law; and the provision of school
attendance zones to allow students residing within a reasonable distance of
the facilities constructed and financed through the interlocal agreement to
attend such facilities. Because these facilities are funded by assessments
and not by taxes of any type, the provision of these facilities may be multiuse
and, consistent with the provisions of this act, shall be first liens on the
property upon a showing of special and peculiar benefits that flow to the
property within the jurisdiction of the district as a logical connection from
the systems, facilities, and services, resulting in added use, enhanced enjoy-
ment, decreased insurance premiums, or enhanced value in marketability
so that the Legislature finds that the provisions of the Florida Constitution
for free public schools is implemented and enhanced. Nothing herein re-
quires any change in the method of election of the governing board of the
district provided for in section 5.

(l) To provide for security, including, but not limited to, guardhouses,
fences, and gates, electronic intrusion-detection systems, and patrol cars,
when authorized by proper governmental agencies; provided, however, the
district may not exercise any powers of a law enforcement agency but may
contract with the appropriate local general-purpose government agencies for
an increased level of such services within the district boundaries. The dis-
trict may operate guardhouses for the limited purpose of providing security
for the residents of the district and that serve a predominate public, as
opposed to private, purpose. Such guardhouses shall be operated by the
district or any other unit of local government pursuant to procedures de-
signed to serve such security purposes as set forth in rules adopted by the
board, from time to time, following the procedures set forth in chapter 120,
Florida Statutes.

(m) To provide control and elimination of mosquitoes and other arthro-
pods of public health importance.

(n) To provide waste collection and disposal.

(o) To enter into impact fee credit agreements with Charlotte and Lee
Counties and their respective school boards. Under such agreements, if the
district constructs or makes contributions for public systems, facilities, ser-
vices, projects, improvements, works, and infrastructures for which impact
fee credits would be available to the landowner developer under the applica-
ble impact fee ordinance, the agreement authorized by this act shall provide
that such impact fee credit shall inure to the landowners within the district
in proportion to assessments or other burdens levied and imposed upon the
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landowners with respect to assessable improvements giving rise to such
impact fee credits, and the district shall from time to time execute such
instruments, such as assignments of impact fee credits, as may be necessary,
appropriate, or desirable to accomplish or to confirm the foregoing.

(p) To provide buildings and structures for district offices, maintenance
facilities, meeting facilities, town centers, or any other project authorized or
granted by this act.

(q) To establish and create, at noticed meetings, such governmental de-
partments of the governing board of the district, as well as committees, task
forces, boards, or commissions, or other agencies under the supervision and
control of the district, as from time to time the members of the board may
deem necessary or desirable in the performance of the acts or other things
necessary to exercise the board’s general or special powers to implement an
innovative project to carry out the special purpose of the district as provided
in this act and to delegate the exercise of its powers to such departments,
boards, task forces, committees, or other agencies and such administrative
duties and other powers as the board may deem necessary or desirable, but
only if there is a set of expressed limitations for accountability, notice, and
periodic written reporting to the board that shall retain the powers of the
board.

(r) To provide for any facilities or improvements that may otherwise be
provided for by any county or municipality, including, but not limited to,
libraries, annexes, substations, and other buildings to house public officials,
staff, and employees.

(s) To provide for affordable housing and affordable housing assistance
in accordance with section 189.4155(6), Florida Statutes, and other provi-
sions of general law.

(t) To provide for the construction and operation of communications sys-
tems and related infrastructure for the carriage and distribution of commu-
nications services, and to enter into joint ventures, public-private partner-
ships, and other agreements and to grant such easements as may be neces-
sary to accomplish the foregoing. Communications systems shall mean all
facilities, buildings, equipment, items, and methods necessary or desirable
in order to provide communications services, including, without limitation,
wires, cables, conduits, wireless cell sites, computers, modems, satellite
antennae sites, transmission facilities, network facilities, and appurtenant
devices necessary and appropriate to support the provision of communica-
tions services. Communications services includes without limitation inter-
net, voice telephone or similar services provided by voice over internet proto-
col, cable television, data transmission services, electronic security monitor-
ing services, and multi-channel video programming distribution services.

(u) To provide electricity and related infrastructure and to enter into
public-private partnerships and agreements as may be necessary to accom-
plish the foregoing.

(v) To provide health care facilities and to enter into public-private part-
nerships and agreements as may be necessary to accomplish the foregoing.
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(w) To coordinate, work with, and, as the board deems appropriate, enter
into interlocal agreements with any public or private entity for the provision
of an institution or institutions of higher education.

(x) To exercise its general and special powers as set forth in this act
within or without the boundaries of the district when the subject of such
exercise is approved or required by a development order, or is the subject of
an agreement with the county, school district, or with any other applicable
public or private entity, and is not inconsistent with the effective local
comprehensive plans.

The enumeration of special powers herein shall not be deemed exclusive or
restrictive but shall be deemed to incorporate all powers, express or implied,
necessary or incident to carrying out such enumerated special powers, in-
cluding the general powers provided by this special act charter to the district
to implement its single purpose. Further, the provisions of this subsection
shall be construed liberally in order to carry out effectively the special
purpose of this district under this act. However, nothing contained herein
shall relieve the district of its obligation to obtain a resolution from the
affected county prior to exercising its eminent domain authority outside of
the district boundaries pursuant to section 6.

(8) ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES.—In addition to the
other powers provided for in this act, and not in limitation thereof, the
district shall have the power, at any time and from time to time after the
issuance of any bonds of the district shall have been authorized, to borrow
money for the purposes for which such bonds are to be issued in anticipation
of the receipt of the proceeds of the sale of such bonds and to issue bond
anticipation notes in a principal sum not in excess of the authorized maxi-
mum amount of such bond issue. Such notes shall be in such denomination
or denominations, bear interest at such rate as the board may determine not
to exceed the maximum rate allowed by general law, mature at such time
or times not later than 5 years from the date of issuance, and be in such form
and executed in such manner as the board shall prescribe. Such notes may
be sold at either public or private sale or, if such notes shall be renewal
notes, may be exchanged for notes then outstanding on such terms as the
board shall determine. Such notes shall be paid from the proceeds of such
bonds when issued. The board may, in its discretion, in lieu of retiring the
notes by means of bonds, retire them by means of current revenues or from
any taxes or assessments levied for the payment of such bonds, but, in such
event, a like amount of the bonds authorized shall not be issued.

(9) BORROWING.—The district at any time may obtain loans, in such
amount and on such terms and conditions as the board may approve, for the
purpose of paying any of the expenses of the district or any costs incurred
or that may be incurred in connection with any of the projects of the district,
which loans shall bear interest as the board determines, not to exceed the
maximum rate allowed by general law, and may be payable from and se-
cured by a pledge of such funds, revenues, taxes, and assessments as the
board may determine, subject, however, to the provisions contained in any
proceeding under which bonds were theretofore issued and are then out-
standing. For the purpose of defraying such costs and expenses, the district
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may issue negotiable notes, warrants, or other evidences of debt to be pay-
able at such times and to bear such interest as the board may determine,
not to exceed the maximum rate allowed by general law, and to be sold or
discounted at such price or prices not less than 95 percent of par value and
on such terms as the board may deem advisable. The board shall have the
right to provide for the payment thereof by pledging the whole or any part
of the funds, revenues, taxes, and assessments of the district. The approval
of the electors residing in the district shall not be necessary except when
required by the State Constitution.

(10) BONDS.—

(a) Sale of bonds.—Bonds may be sold in blocks or installments at differ-
ent times, or an entire issue or series may be sold at one time. Bonds may
be sold at public or private sale after such advertisement, if any, as the board
may deem advisable but not in any event at less than 90 percent of the par
value thereof, together with accrued interest thereon. Bonds may be sold or
exchanged for refunding bonds. Special assessment and revenue bonds may
be delivered by the district as payment of the purchase price of any project
or part thereof, or a combination of projects or parts thereof, or as the
purchase price or exchange for any property, real, personal, or mixed, in-
cluding franchises or services rendered by any contractor, engineer, or other
person, all at one time or in blocks from time to time, in such manner and
upon such terms as the board in its discretion shall determine. The price or
prices for any bonds sold, exchanged, or delivered may be:

1. The money paid for the bonds.

2. The principal amount, plus accrued interest to the date of redemption
or exchange, or outstanding obligations exchanged for refunding bonds.

3. In the case of special assessment or revenue bonds, the amount of any
indebtedness to contractors or other persons paid with such bonds, or the
fair value of any properties exchanged for the bonds, as determined by the
board.

(b) Authorization and form of bonds.—Any general obligation bonds, spe-
cial assessment bonds, or revenue bonds may be authorized by resolution or
resolutions of the board that shall be adopted by a majority of all the voting
members thereof then in office. Such resolution or resolutions may be
adopted at the same meeting at which they are introduced and need not be
published or posted. The board may, by resolution, authorize the issuance
of bonds and fix the aggregate amount of bonds to be issued; the purpose or
purposes for which the moneys derived therefrom shall be expended, includ-
ing, but not limited to, payment of costs as defined in this act; the rate or
rates of interest, not to exceed the maximum rate allowed by general law;
the denomination of the bonds; whether or not the bonds are to be issued in
one or more series; the date or dates of maturity, which shall not exceed 40
years from their respective dates of issuance; the medium of payment; the
place or places within or without the state at which payment shall be made;
registration privileges; redemption terms and privileges, whether with or
without premium; the manner of execution; the form of the bonds, including
any interest coupons to be attached thereto; the manner of execution of
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bonds and coupons; and any and all other terms, covenants, and conditions
thereof and the establishment of revenue or other funds. Such authorizing
resolution or resolutions may further provide for the contracts authorized
by section 159.825(1)(f) and (g), Florida Statutes, regardless of the tax treat-
ment of such bonds being authorized, subject to the finding by the board of
a net saving to the district resulting by reason thereof. Such authorizing
resolution may further provide that such bonds may be executed in accord-
ance with the Registered Public Obligations Act, except that bonds not
issued in registered form shall be valid if manually countersigned by an
officer designated by appropriate resolution of the board. The seal of the
district may be affixed, lithographed, engraved, or otherwise reproduced in
facsimile on such bonds. In case any officer whose signature shall appear on
any bonds or coupons shall cease to be such officer before the delivery of such
bonds, such signature or facsimile shall nevertheless be valid and sufficient
for all purposes the same as if he or she had remained in office until such
delivery.

(c) Interim certificates; replacement certificates.—Pending the prepara-
tion of definitive bonds, the board may issue interim certificates or receipts
or temporary bonds, in such form and with such provisions as the board may
determine, exchangeable for definitive bonds when such bonds have been
executed and are available for delivery. The board may also provide for the
replacement of any bonds that become mutilated, lost, or destroyed.

(d) Negotiability of bonds.—Any bond issued under this act or any tempo-
rary bond, in the absence of an express recital on the face thereof that it is
nonnegotiable, shall be fully negotiable and shall be and constitute a nego-
tiable instrument within the meaning and for all purposes of the law mer-
chant and the laws of the state.

(e) Defeasance.—The board may make such provision with respect to the
defeasance of the right, title, and interest of the holders of any of the bonds
and obligations of the district in any revenues, funds, or other properties by
which such bonds are secured as the board deems appropriate and, without
limitation on the foregoing, may provide that when such bonds or obligations
become due and payable or shall have been called for redemption and the
whole amount of the principal and interest and premium, if any, due and
payable upon the bonds or obligations then outstanding shall be held in trust
for such purpose, and provision shall also be made for paying all other sums
payable in connection with such bonds or other obligations, then and in such
event the right, title, and interest of the holders of the bonds in any reve-
nues, funds, or other properties by which such bonds are secured shall
thereupon cease, terminate, and become void; and the board may apply any
surplus in any sinking fund established in connection with such bonds or
obligations and all balances remaining in all other funds or accounts other
than moneys held for the redemption or payment of the bonds or other
obligations to any lawful purpose of the district as the board shall determine.

(f) Issuance of additional bonds.—If the proceeds of any bonds are less
than the cost of completing the project in connection with which such bonds
were issued, the board may authorize the issuance of additional bonds, upon
such terms and conditions as the board may provide in the resolution autho-
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rizing the issuance thereof, but only in compliance with the resolution or
other proceedings authorizing the issuance of the original bonds.

(g) Refunding bonds.—The district shall have the power to issue bonds
to provide for the retirement or refunding of any bonds or obligations of the
district that at the time of such issuance are or subsequent thereto become
due and payable, or that at the time of issuance have been called or are or
will be subject to call for redemption within 10 years thereafter, or the
surrender of which can be procured from the holders thereof at prices satis-
factory to the board. Refunding bonds may be issued at any time that in the
judgment of the board such issuance will be advantageous to the district. No
approval of the qualified electors residing in the district shall be required
for the issuance of refunding bonds except in cases in which such approval
is required by the State Constitution. The board may by resolution confer
upon the holders of such refunding bonds all rights, powers, and remedies
to which the holders would be entitled if they continued to be the owners and
had possession of the bonds for the refinancing of which such refunding
bonds are issued, including, but not limited to, the preservation of the lien
of such bonds on the revenues of any project or on pledged funds, without
extinguishment, impairment, or diminution thereof. The provisions of this
act pertaining to bonds of the district shall, unless the context otherwise
requires, govern the issuance of refunding bonds, the form and other details
thereof, the rights of the holders thereof, and the duties of the board with
respect to them.

(h) Revenue bonds.—

1. The district shall have the power to issue revenue bonds from time to
time without limitation as to amount. Such revenue bonds may be secured
by, or payable from, the gross or net pledge of the revenues to be derived
from any project or combination of projects; from the rates, fees, or other
charges to be collected from the users of any project or projects; from any
revenue-producing undertaking or activity of the district; from special as-
sessments; or from benefit special assessments; or from any other source or
pledged security. Such bonds shall not constitute an indebtedness of the
district, and the approval of the qualified electors shall not be required
unless such bonds are additionally secured by the full faith and credit and
taxing power of the district.

2. Any two or more projects may be combined and consolidated into a
single project and may hereafter be operated and maintained as a single
project. The revenue bonds authorized herein may be issued to finance any
one or more of such projects, regardless of whether or not such projects have
been combined and consolidated into a single project. If the board deems it
advisable, the proceedings authorizing such revenue bonds may provide that
the district may thereafter combine the projects then being financed or
theretofore financed with other projects to be subsequently financed by the
district and that revenue bonds to be thereafter issued by the district shall
be on parity with the revenue bonds then being issued, all on such terms,
conditions, and limitations as shall have been provided in the proceeding
which authorized the original bonds.
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(i) General obligation bonds.—

1. Subject to the limitations of this charter, the district shall have the
power from time to time to issue general obligation bonds to finance or
refinance capital projects or to refund outstanding bonds in an aggregate
principal amount of bonds outstanding at any one time not in excess of 35
percent of the assessed value of the taxable property within the district as
shown on the pertinent tax records at the time of the authorization of the
general obligation bonds for which the full faith and credit of the district is
pledged. Except for refunding bonds, no general obligation bonds shall be
issued unless the bonds are issued to finance or refinance a capital project
and the issuance has been approved at an election held in accordance with
the requirements for such election as prescribed by the State Constitution.
Such elections shall be called to be held in the district by the Board of County
Commissioners of Charlotte County upon the request of the board of the
district. The expenses of calling and holding an election shall be at the
expense of the district, and the district shall reimburse the county for any
expenses incurred in calling or holding such election.

2. The district may pledge its full faith and credit for the payment of the
principal and interest on such general obligation bonds and for any reserve
funds provided therefor and may unconditionally and irrevocably pledge
itself to levy ad valorem taxes on all taxable property in the district, to the
extent necessary for the payment thereof, without limitation as to rate or
amount.

3. If the board determines to issue general obligation bonds for more than
one capital project, the approval of the issuance of the bonds for each and
all such projects may be submitted to the electors on one and the same ballot.
The failure of the electors to approve the issuance of bonds for any one or
more capital projects shall not defeat the approval of bonds for any capital
project that has been approved by the electors.

4. In arriving at the amount of general obligation bonds permitted to be
outstanding at any one time pursuant to subparagraph 1., there shall not
be included any general obligation bonds that are additionally secured by
the pledge of:

a. Any assessments levied in an amount sufficient to pay the principal
and interest on the general obligation bonds so additionally secured, which
assessments have been equalized and confirmed by resolution of the board
pursuant to this act or section 170.08, Florida Statutes.

b. Water revenues, sewer revenues, or water and sewer revenues of the
district to be derived from user fees in an amount sufficient to pay the
principal and interest on the general obligation bonds so additionally se-
cured.

c. Any combination of assessments and revenues described in sub-
subparagraphs a. and b.

(j) Bonds as legal investment or security.—

Ch. 2007-306 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2007-306

30
CODING:  Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



1. Notwithstanding any provisions of any other law to the contrary, all
bonds issued under the provisions of this act shall constitute legal invest-
ments for savings banks, banks, trust companies, insurance companies,
executors, administrators, trustees, guardians, and other fiduciaries and for
any board, body, agency, instrumentality, county, municipality, or other
political subdivision of the state and shall be and constitute security that
may be deposited by banks or trust companies as security for deposits of
state, county, municipal, or other public funds or by insurance companies
as required or voluntary statutory deposits.

2. Any bonds issued by the district shall be incontestable in the hands
of bona fide purchasers or holders for value and shall not be invalid because
of any irregularity or defect in the proceedings for the issue and sale thereof.

(k) Covenants.—Any resolution authorizing the issuance of bonds may
contain such covenants as the board may deem advisable, and all such
covenants shall constitute valid and legally binding and enforceable con-
tracts between the district and the bondholders, regardless of the time of
issuance thereof. Such covenants may include, without limitation, covenants
concerning the disposition of the bond proceeds; the use and disposition of
project revenues; the pledging of revenues, taxes, and assessments; the
obligations of the district with respect to the operation of the project and the
maintenance of adequate project revenues; the issuance of additional bonds;
the appointment, powers, and duties of trustees and receivers; the acquisi-
tion of outstanding bonds and obligations; restrictions on the establishing
of competing projects or facilities; restrictions on the sale or disposal of the
assets and property of the district; the priority of assessment liens; the
priority of claims by bondholders on the taxing power of the district; the
maintenance of deposits to ensure the payment of revenues by users of
district facilities and services; the discontinuance of district services by
reason of delinquent payments; acceleration upon default; the execution of.
necessary instruments; the procedure for amending or abrogating covenants
with the bondholders; and such other covenants as may be deemed neces-
sary or desirable for the security of the bondholders.

(l) Validation proceedings.—The power of the district to issue bonds
under the provisions of this act may be determined, and any of the bonds of
the district maturing over a period of more than 5 years shall be validated
and confirmed, by court decree, under the provisions of chapter 75, Florida
Statutes, and laws amendatory thereof or supplementary thereto.

(m) Tax exemption.—To the extent allowed by general law, all bonds
issued hereunder and interest paid thereon and all fees, charges, and other
revenues derived by the district from the projects provided by this act are
exempt from all taxes by the state or by any political subdivision, agency,
or instrumentality thereof; however, any interest, income, or profits on debt
obligations issued hereunder are not exempt from the tax imposed by chap-
ter 220, Florida Statutes. Further, the district is not exempt from the provi-
sions of chapter 212, Florida Statutes.

(n) Application of section 189.4085, Florida Statutes.—Bonds issued by
the district shall meet the criteria set forth in section 189.4085, Florida
Statutes.
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(o) Act furnishes full authority for issuance of bonds.—This act consti-
tutes full and complete authority for the issuance of bonds and the exercise
of the powers of the district provided herein. No procedures or proceedings,
publications, notices, consents, approvals, orders, acts, or things by the
board, or any board, officer, commission, department, agency, or instrumen-
tality of the district, other than those required by this act, shall be required
to perform anything under this act, except that the issuance or sale of bonds
pursuant to the provisions of this act shall comply with the general law
requirements applicable to the issuance or sale of bonds by the district.
Nothing in this act shall be construed to authorize the district to utilize bond
proceeds to fund the ongoing operations of the district.

(p) Pledge by the state to the bondholders of the district.—The state
pledges to the holders of any bonds issued under this act that it will not limit
or alter the rights of the district to own, acquire, construct, reconstruct,
improve, maintain, operate, or furnish the projects or to levy and collect the
taxes, assessments, rentals, rates, fees, and other charges provided for
herein and to fulfill the terms of any agreement made with the holders of
such bonds or other obligations and that it will not in any way impair the
rights or remedies of such holders.

(q) Default; dissolution.—A default on the bonds or obligations of the
district shall not constitute a debt or obligation of any local general purpose
government or the state. In the event of a default or dissolution of the
district, no local general-purpose government shall be required to assume
the property of the district, the debts of the district, or the district’s obliga-
tions to complete any infrastructure improvements or provide services to the
district.

(11) TRUST AGREEMENTS.—Any issue of bonds shall be secured by a
trust agreement by and between the district and a corporate trustee or
trustees, which may be any trust company or bank having the powers of a
trust company within or without the state. The resolution authorizing the
issuance of the bonds or such trust agreement may pledge the revenues to
be received from any projects of the district and may contain such provisions
for protecting and enforcing the rights and remedies of the bondholders as
the board may approve, including, without limitation, covenants setting
forth the duties of the district in relation to: the acquisition, construction,
reconstruction, improvement, maintenance, repair, operation, and insur-
ance of any projects; the fixing and revising of the rates, fees, and charges;
and the custody, safeguarding, and application of all moneys and for the
employment of consulting engineers in connection with such acquisition,
construction, reconstruction, improvement, maintenance, repair, or opera-
tion. It shall be lawful for any bank or trust company within or without the
state that may act as a depository of the proceeds of bonds or of revenues
to furnish such indemnifying bonds or to pledge such securities as may be
required by the district. Such resolution or trust agreement may set forth
the rights and remedies of the bondholders and of the trustee, if any, and
may restrict the individual right of action by bondholders. The board may
provide for the payment of proceeds of the sale of the bonds and the revenues
of any project to such officer, board, or depository as it may designate for the
custody thereof and may provide for the method of disbursement thereof
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with such safeguards and restrictions as it may determine. All expenses
incurred in carrying out the provisions of such resolution or trust agreement
may be treated as part of the cost of operation of the project to that such trust
agreement pertains.

(12) AD VALOREM TAXES; ASSESSMENTS, BENEFIT SPECIAL AS-
SESSMENTS, MAINTENANCE SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS, AND SPE-
CIAL ASSESSMENTS; MAINTENANCE TAXES.—

(a) Ad valorem taxes.—A board elected by and consisting of qualified
electors of the district shall have the power to levy and assess an ad valorem
tax on all the taxable property in the district to construct, operate, and
maintain assessable improvements; to pay the principal of, and interest on,
any general obligation bonds of the district; and to provide for any sinking
or other funds established in connection with any such bonds. An ad valorem
tax levied by the board for operating purposes, exclusive of debt service on
bonds, shall not exceed the maximum amount authorized by law. The ad
valorem tax provided for herein shall be in addition to county and all other
ad valorem taxes provided for by law. Such tax shall be assessed, levied, and
collected in the same manner and at the same time as county taxes. The levy
of ad valorem taxes must be approved by referendum as required by Section
9 of Article VII of the State Constitution.

(b) Benefit special assessments.—The board annually shall determine,
order, and levy the annual installment of the total benefit special assess-
ments for bonds issued and related expenses to finance assessable improve-
ments. These assessments may be due and collected during each year that
county taxes are due and collected, in which case such annual installment
and levy shall be evidenced to and certified to the property appraiser by the
board not later than August 31 of each year. Such assessment shall be
entered by the property appraiser on the county tax rolls and shall be
collected and enforced by the tax collector in the same manner and at the
same time as county taxes, and the proceeds thereof shall be paid to the
district. However, this subsection shall not prohibit the district in its discre-
tion from using the method prescribed in section 197.3632 or chapter 173,
Florida Statutes, for collecting and enforcing these assessments. Each an-
nual installment of benefit special assessments shall be a lien on the prop-
erty against which assessed until paid and shall be enforceable in like
manner as county taxes. The amount of the assessment for the exercise of
the district’s powers under subsections (6) and (7) shall be determined by the
board based upon a report of the district’s engineer and assessed by the
board upon such lands, which may be part or all of the lands within the
district benefited by the improvement, apportioned between benefited lands
in proportion to the benefits received by each tract of land. The board may,
if it determines it is in the best interests of the district, set forth in the
proceedings initially levying such benefit special assessments or in subse-
quent proceedings a formula for the determination of an amount, which
when paid by a taxpayer with respect to any tax parcel, shall constitute a
prepayment of all future annual installments of such benefit special assess-
ments and that the payment of which amount with respect to such tax parcel
shall relieve and discharge such tax parcel of the lien of such benefit special
assessments and any subsequent annual installment thereof. The board
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may provide further that upon delinquency in the payment of any annual
installment of benefit special assessments, the prepayment amount of all
future annual installments of benefit special assessments as determined in
this paragraph shall be and become immediately due and payable together
with such delinquent annual installment.

(c) Non-ad valorem maintenance taxes.—If and when authorized by gen-
eral law, to maintain and preserve the physical facilities and services consti-
tuting the works, improvements, or infrastructure provided by the district
pursuant to this act; to repair and restore any one or more of them, when
needed; and to defray the current expenses of the district, including any sum
that may be required to pay state and county ad valorem taxes on any lands
that may have been purchased and that are held by the district under the
provisions of this act, the governing board may, upon the completion of said
systems, facilities, services, works, improvements, or infrastructure, in
whole or in part, as may be certified to the board by the engineer of the
board, levy annually a non-ad valorem and nonmillage tax upon each tract
or parcel of land within the district, to be known as a “maintenance tax.”
This non-ad valorem maintenance tax shall be apportioned upon the basis
of the net assessments of benefits assessed as accruing from the original
construction and shall be evidenced to and certified by the governing board
of the district not later than June 1 of each year to the property appraiser
of Charlotte County and shall be extended by the property appraiser on the
tax roll of the property appraiser, as certified by the property appraiser to
the tax collector, and collected by the tax collector on the merged collection
roll of the tax collector in the same manner and at the same time as county
ad valorem taxes, and the proceeds therefrom shall be paid to the district.
This non-ad valorem maintenance tax shall be a lien until paid on the
property against which assessed and enforceable in like manner and of the
same dignity as county ad valorem taxes.

(d) Maintenance special assessments.—To maintain and preserve the
facilities and projects of the district, the board may levy a maintenance
special assessment. This assessment may be evidenced to and certified to
the property appraiser by the governing board not later than August 31 of
each year and shall be entered by the property appraiser on the county tax
rolls and shall be collected and enforced by the tax collector in the. same
manner and at the same time as county taxes, and the proceeds therefrom
shall be paid to the district. However, this subsection shall not prohibit the
district in its discretion from using the method prescribed in section 197.363,
section 197.3631, or section 197.3632, Florida Statutes, for collecting and
enforcing these assessments. These maintenance special assessments shall
be a lien on the property against which assessed until paid and shall be
enforceable in like manner as county taxes. The amount of the maintenance
special assessment for the exercise of the district’s powers under this section
shall be determined by the board based upon a report of the district’s engi-
neer and assessed by the board upon such lands, which may be all of the
lands within the district benefited by the maintenance thereof, apportioned
between the benefited lands in proportion to the benefits received by each
tract of land.
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(e) Special assessments.—To levy and impose any special assessments
pursuant to this subsection.

(f) Enforcement of taxes.—The collection and enforcement of all taxes
levied by the district shall be at the same time and in like manner as county
taxes, and the provisions of general law relating to the sale of lands for
unpaid and delinquent county taxes; the issuance, sale, and delivery of tax
certificates for such unpaid and delinquent county taxes; the redemption
thereof; the issuance to individuals of tax deeds based thereon; and all other
procedures in connection therewith shall be applicable to the district to the
same extent as if such statutory provisions were expressly set forth herein.
All taxes shall be subject to the same discounts as county taxes.

(g) When unpaid tax is delinquent; penalty.—All taxes provided for in
this act shall become delinquent and bear penalties on the amount of such
taxes in the same manner as county taxes.

(h) Status of assessments.—Benefit special assessments, maintenance
special assessments, and special assessments are hereby found and deter-
mined to be non-ad valorem assessments as defined by section 197.3632,
Florida Statutes. Maintenance taxes are non-ad valorem taxes and are not
special assessments.

(i) Assessments constitute liens; collection.—Any and all assessments,
including special assessments, benefit special assessments, and mainte-
nance special assessments authorized by this section, and including special
assessments as defined in this act and granted and authorized by this
subsection, and including maintenance taxes if authorized by general law,
shall constitute a lien on the property against which assessed from the date
of levy and imposition thereof until paid, coequal with the lien of state,
county, municipal, and school board taxes. These assessments may be col-
lected, at the district’s discretion, under authority of section 197.3631, Flor-
ida Statutes, by the tax collector pursuant to the provisions of sections
197.3632 and 197.3635, Florida Statutes, or in accordance with other collec-
tion measures provided by law. In addition to, and not in limitation of, any
powers otherwise set forth herein or in general law, these assessments may
also be enforced pursuant to the provisions of chapter 173, Florida Statutes.

(j) Land owned by governmental entity.—Except as otherwise provided
by law, no levy of ad valorem taxes or non-ad valorem assessments under
this act, chapter 170, or chapter 197, Florida Statutes, or otherwise, by a
board of a district, on property of a governmental entity that is subject to
a ground lease as described in section 190.003(13), Florida Statutes, shall
constitute a lien or encumbrance on the underlying fee interest of such
governmental entity.

(13) SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS.—

(a) As an alternative method to the levy and imposition of special assess-
ments pursuant to chapter 170, Florida Statutes, pursuant to the authority
of section 197.3631, Florida Statutes, or pursuant to other provisions of
general law, now or hereafter enacted, which provide a supplemental means
or authority to impose, levy, and collect special assessments as otherwise
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authorized under this act, the board may levy and impose special assess-
ments to finance the exercise of any of its powers permitted under this act
using the following uniform procedures:

1. At a noticed meeting, the governing board of the district may consider
and review an engineer’s report on the costs of the systems, facilities, and
services to be provided, a preliminary assessment methodology, and a pre-
liminary roll based on acreage or platted lands, depending upon whether
platting has occurred.

a. The assessment methodology shall address and discuss and the board
shall consider whether the systems, facilities, and services being contem-
plated will result in special benefits peculiar to the property, different in
kind and degree than general benefits, as a logical connection between the
systems, facilities, and services themselves and the property, and whether
the duty to pay the assessments by the property owners is apportioned in
a manner that is fair and equitable and not in excess of the special benefit
received. It shall be fair and equitable to designate a fixed proportion of the
annual debt service, together with interest thereon, on the aggregate princi-
pal amount of bonds issued to finance such systems, facilities, and services
that give rise to unique, special, and peculiar benefits to property of the
same or similar characteristics under the assessment methodology so long
as such fixed proportion does not exceed the unique, special, and peculiar
benefits enjoyed by such property from such systems, facilities, and services.

b. The engineer’s cost report shall identify the nature of the proposed
systems, facilities, and services, their location, a cost breakdown plus a total
estimated cost, including cost of construction or reconstruction, labor, and
materials, lands, property, rights, easements, franchises, or systems, facili-
ties, and services to be acquired, cost of plans and specifications, surveys of
estimates of costs and revenues, costs of engineering, legal, and other profes-
sional consultation services, and other expenses or costs necessary or inci-
dent to determining the feasibility or practicability of such construction,
reconstruction, or acquisition, administrative expenses, relationship to the
authority and power of the district in its charter, and such other expenses
or costs as may be necessary or incident to the financing to be authorized
by the governing board.

c. The preliminary assessment roll to be prepared will be in accordance
with the method of assessment provided for in the assessment methodology
and as may be adopted by the governing board; the assessment roll shall be
completed as promptly as possible and shall show the acreage, lots, lands,
or plats assessed and the amount of the fairly and reasonably apportioned
assessment based on special and peculiar benefit to the property, lot, parcel,
or acreage of land; and, if the assessment against each such lot, parcel,
acreage, or portion of land is to be paid in installments, the number of
annual installments in which the assessment is divided shall be entered into
and shown upon the assessment roll.

2. The governing board of the district may determine and declare by an
initial assessment resolution to levy and assess the assessments with re-
spect to assessable improvements stating the nature of the systems, facili-
ties, and services, improvements, projects, or infrastructure constituting
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such assessable improvements, the information in the engineer’s cost report,
the information in the assessment methodology as determined by the board
at the noticed meeting and referencing and incorporating as part of the
resolution the engineer’s cost report, the preliminary assessment methodol-
ogy, and the preliminary assessment roll as referenced exhibits to the reso-
lution by reference. If the board determines to declare and levy the special
assessments by the initial assessment resolution, the board shall also adopt
and declare a notice resolution that shall provide and cause the initial
assessment resolution to be published once a week for a period of 2 weeks
in a newspaper of general circulation published in Charlotte County and
said board shall by the same resolution fix a time and place at which the
owner or owners of the property to be assessed or any other persons inter-
ested therein may appear before said board and be heard as to the propriety
and advisability of making such improvements, as to the costs thereof, as
to the manner of payment therefor, and as to the amount thereof to be
assessed against each property so improved. Thirty days’ notice in writing
of such time and place shall be given to such property owners. The notice
shall include the amount of the assessment and shall be served by mailing
a copy to each assessed property owner at his or her last known address, the
names and addresses of such property owners to be obtained from the record
of the property appraiser of the county political subdivision in which the
land is located or from such other sources as the district manager or engi-
neer deems reliable, and proof of such mailing shall be made by the affidavit
of the manager of the district or by the engineer, said proof to be filed with
the district manager, provided that failure to mail said notice or notices shall
not invalidate any of the proceedings hereunder. It is provided further that
the last publication shall be at least 1 week prior to the date of the hearing
on the final assessment resolution. Said notice shall describe the general
areas to be improved and advise all persons interested that the description
of each property to be assessed and the amount to be assessed to each piece,
parcel, lot, or acre of property may be ascertained at the office of the man-
ager of the district. Such service by publication shall be verified by the
affidavit of the publisher and filed with the manager of the district. More-
over, the initial assessment resolution with its attached, referenced, and
incorporated engineer’s cost report, preliminary assessment methodology,
and preliminary assessment roll, along with the notice resolution, shall be
available for public inspection at the office of the manager and the office of
the engineer or any other office designated by the governing board in the
notice resolution. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the landowners of all of
the property that is proposed to be assessed may give the district written
notice of waiver of any notice and publication provided for in this subpara-
graph and such notice and publication shall not be required, provided, how-
ever, that any meeting of the governing board to consider such resolution
shall be a publicly noticed meeting.

3. At the time and place named in the noticed resolution as provided for
in subparagraph 2., the governing board of the district shall meet and hear
testimony from affected property owners as to the propriety and advisability
of making the systems, facilities, services, projects, works, improvements,
or infrastructure and funding them with assessments referenced in the
initial assessment resolution on the property. Following the testimony and
questions from the members of the board or any professional advisors to the
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district of the preparers of the engineer’s cost report, the assessment meth-
odology, and the assessment roll, the governing board shall make a final
decision on whether to levy and assess the particular assessments. Thereaf-
ter, the governing board shall meet as an equalizing board to hear and to
consider any and all complaints as to the particular assessments and shall
adjust and equalize the assessments on the basis of justice and right.

4. When so equalized and approved by resolution or ordinance by the
governing board, to be called the final assessment resolution, a final assess-
ment roll shall be filed with the clerk of the board and such assessment shall
stand confirmed and remain legal, valid, and binding first liens on the
property against which such assessments are made until paid, equal in
dignity to the first liens of ad valorem taxation of county and municipal
governments and school boards. However, upon completion of the systems,
facilities, service, project, improvement, works, or infrastructure, the dis-
trict shall credit to each of the assessments the difference in the assessment
as originally made, approved, levied, assessed, and confirmed and the pro-
portionate part of the actual cost of the improvement to be paid by the
particular special assessments as finally determined upon the completion of
the improvement; but in no event shall the final assessment exceed the
amount of the special and peculiar benefits as apportioned fairly and reason-
ably to the property from the system, facility, or service being provided as
originally assessed. Promptly after such confirmation, the assessment shall
be recorded by the clerk of the district in the minutes of the proceedings of
the district, and the record of the lien in this set of minutes shall constitute
prima facie evidence of its validity. The governing board, in its sole discre-
tion, may, by resolution, grant a discount equal to all or a part of the payee’s
proportionate share of the cost of the project consisting of bond financing
cost, such as capitalized interest, funded reserves, and bond discounts in-
cluded in the estimated cost of the project, upon payment in full of any
assessments during such period prior to the time such financing costs are
incurred as may be specified by the governing board in such resolution.

5. District assessments may be made payable in installments over no
more than 30 years from the date of the payment of the first installment
thereof and may bear interest at fixed or variable rates.

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of this act or of chapter 170 or section
170.09, Florida Statutes, which provide that assessments may be paid with-
out interest at any time within 30 days after the improvement is completed
and a resolution accepting the same has been adopted by the governing
authority, such provision shall not be applicable to any district assessments,
whether imposed, levied, and collected pursuant to the provisions of this act
or other provisions of general law, including, but not limited to, chapter 170,
Florida Statutes.

(c) In addition, the district is authorized expressly in the exercise of its
rulemaking power to adopt a rule or rules that provide for notice, levy,
imposition, equalization, and collection of assessments.

(14) ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF INDEBTEDNESS BASED ON
ASSESSMENTS FOR ASSESSABLE IMPROVEMENTS; ASSESSMENT
BONDS.—
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(a) The board may, after any special assessments or benefit special as-
sessments for assessable improvements are made, determined, and con-
firmed as provided in this act, issue certificates of indebtedness for the
amount so assessed against the abutting property or property otherwise
benefited, as the case may be, and separate certificates shall be issued
against each part or parcel of land or property assessed, which certificates
shall state the general nature of the improvement for which the assessment
is made. The certificates shall be payable in annual installments in accord-
ance with the installments of the special assessment for which they are
issued. The board may determine the interest to be borne by such certifi-
cates, not to exceed the maximum rate allowed by general law, and may sell
such certificates at either private or public sale and determine the form,
manner of execution, and other details of such certificates. The certificates
shall recite that they are payable only from the special assessments levied
and collected from the part or parcel of land or property against which they
are issued. The proceeds of such certificates may be pledged for the payment
of principal of and interest on any revenue bonds or general obligation bonds
issued to finance in whole or in part such assessable improvement, or, if not
so pledged, may be used to pay the cost or part of the cost of such assessable
improvements.

(b) The district may also issue assessment bonds, revenue bonds, or other
obligations payable from a special fund into which such certificates of in-
debtedness referred to in the preceding subsection may be deposited or, if
such certificates of indebtedness have not been issued, the district may
assign to such special fund for the benefit of the holders of such assessment
bonds or other obligations, or to a trustee for such bondholders, the assess-
ment liens provided for in this act unless such certificates of indebtedness
or assessment liens have been theretofore pledged for any bonds or other
obligations authorized hereunder. In the event of the creation of such special
fund and the issuance of such assessment bonds or other obligations, the
proceeds of such certificates of indebtedness or assessment liens deposited
therein shall be used only for the payment of the assessment bonds or other
obligations issued as provided in this section. The district is authorized to
covenant with the holders of such assessment bonds, revenue bonds, or other
obligations that it will diligently and faithfully enforce and collect all the
special assessments, and interest and penalties thereon, for which such
certificates of indebtedness or assessment liens have been deposited in or
assigned to such fund; to foreclose such assessment liens so assigned to such
special fund or represented by the certificates of indebtedness deposited in
the special fund, after such assessment liens have become delinquent, and
deposit the proceeds derived from such foreclosure, including interest and
penalties, in such special fund; and to make any other covenants deemed
necessary or advisable in order to properly secure the holders of such assess-
ment bonds or other obligations.

(c) The assessment bonds, revenue bonds, or other obligations issued
pursuant to this section shall have such dates of issue and maturity as shall
be deemed advisable by the board; however, the maturities of such assess-
ment bonds or other obligations shall not be more than 2 years after the due
date of the last installment that will be payable on any of the special assess-
ments for which such assessment liens, or the certificates of indebtedness
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representing such assessment liens, are assigned to or deposited in such
special fund.

(d) Such assessment bonds, revenue bonds, or other obligations issued
under this section shall bear such interest as the board may determine, not
to exceed the maximum rate allowed by general law, and shall be executed,
shall have such provisions for redemption prior to maturity, shall be sold in
the manner, and shall be subject to all of the applicable provisions contained
in this act for revenue bonds, except as the same may be inconsistent with
the provisions of this section.

(e) All assessment bonds, revenue bonds, or other obligations issued
under the provisions of this section shall be, shall constitute, and shall have
all the qualities and incidents of negotiable instruments under the law
merchant and the laws of the state.

(15) TAX LIENS.—All taxes of the district provided for in this act, except
together with all penalties for default in the payment of the same and all
costs in collecting the same, including a reasonable attorney’s fee fixed by
the court and taxed as a cost in the action brought to enforce payment, shall,
from January 1 for each year the property is liable to assessment and until
paid, constitute a lien of equal dignity with the liens for state and county
taxes and other taxes of equal dignity with state and county taxes upon all
the lands against which such taxes shall be levied. A sale of any of the real
property within the district for state and county or other taxes shall not
operate to relieve or release the property so sold from the lien for subsequent
district taxes or installments of district taxes, which lien may be enforced
against such property as though no such sale thereof had been made. In
addition to, and not in limitation of, the preceding, for purposes of section
197.552, Florida Statutes, the lien of all special assessments levied by the
district shall constitute a lien of record held by a municipal or county govern-
mental unit. The provisions of sections 194.171, 197.122, 197.333, and
197.432, Florida Statutes, shall be applicable to district taxes with the same
force and effect as if such provisions were expressly set forth in this act.

(16) PAYMENT OF TAXES AND REDEMPTION OF TAX LIENS BY
THE DISTRICT; SHARING IN PROCEEDS OF TAX SALE.—

(a) The district shall have the power and right to:

1. Pay any delinquent state, county, district, municipal, or other tax or
assessment upon lands located wholly or partially within the boundaries of
the district.

2. Redeem or purchase any tax sales certificates issued or sold on account
of any state, county, district, municipal, or other taxes or assessments upon
lands located wholly or partially within the boundaries of the district.

(b) Delinquent taxes paid, or tax sales certificates redeemed or pur-
chased, by the district, together with all penalties for the default in payment
of the same and all costs in collecting the same and a reasonable attorney’s
fee, shall constitute a lien in favor of the district of equal dignity with the
liens of state and county taxes and other taxes of equal dignity with state
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and county taxes upon all the real property against which the taxes were
levied. The lien of the district may be foreclosed in the manner provided in
this act.

(c) In any sale of land pursuant to section 197.542, Florida Statutes, the
district may certify to the clerk of the circuit court of the county holding such
sale the amount of taxes due to the district upon the lands sought to be sold,
and the district shall share in the disbursement of the sales proceeds in
accordance with the provisions of this act and under the laws of the state.

(17) FORECLOSURE OF LIENS.—Any lien in favor of the district aris-
ing under this act may be foreclosed by the district by foreclosure proceed-
ings in the name of the district in a court of competent jurisdiction as
provided by general law in a like manner as provided in chapter 173, Florida
Statutes, and the provisions of that chapter shall be applicable to such
proceedings with the same force and effect as if those provisions were ex-
pressly set forth in this act. Any act required or authorized to be done by or
on behalf of a municipality in foreclosure proceedings under chapter 173,
Florida Statutes, may be performed by such officer or agent of the district
as the governing board may designate. Such foreclosure proceedings may be
brought at any time after the expiration of 1 year from the date any tax, or
installment thereof, becomes delinquent; however, no lien shall be foreclosed
against any political subdivision or agency of the state. Other legal remedies
shall remain available.

(18) MANDATORY USE OF CERTAIN DISTRICT SYSTEMS, FACILI-
TIES, AND SERVICES.—To the full extent permitted by law, the district
shall require all lands, buildings, premises, persons, firms, and corporations
within the district to use the water management and control facilities and
water and sewer facilities of the district.

(19) COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENT; BIDS; NEGOTIATIONS; RE-
LATED PROVISIONS REQUIRED.—

(a) No contract shall be let by the board for any goods, supplies, or
materials to be purchased when the amount thereof to be paid by the district
shall exceed the amount provided in section 287.017, Florida Statutes, for
category four, unless notice of bids shall be advertised once in a newspaper
in general circulation in Charlotte County. Any board seeking to construct
or improve a public building, structure, or other public works shall comply
with the bidding procedures of section 255.20, Florida Statutes, and other
applicable general law. In each case, the bid of the lowest responsive and
responsible bidder shall be accepted unless all bids are rejected because the
bids are too high or the board determines it is in the best interests of the
district to reject all bids. The board may require the bidders to furnish bond
with a responsible surety to be approved by the board. Nothing in this
section shall prevent the board from undertaking and performing the con-
struction, operation, and maintenance of any project or facility authorized
by this act by the employment of labor, material, and machinery.

(b) The provisions of the Consultants’ Competitive Negotiation Act, sec-
tion 287.055, Florida Statutes, apply to contracts for engineering, architec-
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ture, landscape architecture, or registered surveying and mapping services
let by the board.

(c) Contracts for maintenance services for any district facility or project
shall be subject to competitive bidding requirements when the amount
thereof to be paid by the district exceeds the amount provided in section
287.017, Florida Statutes, for category four. The district shall adopt rules,
policies, or procedures establishing competitive bidding procedures for
maintenance services. Contracts for other services shall not be subject to
competitive bidding unless the district adopts a rule, policy, or procedure
applying competitive bidding procedures to said contracts. Nothing herein
shall preclude the use of requests for proposal instead of invitations to bid
as determined by the district to be in its best interest.

(20) FEES, RENTALS, AND CHARGES; PROCEDURE FOR ADOP-
TION AND MODIFICATIONS; MINIMUM REVENUE REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

(a) The district is authorized to prescribe, fix, establish, and collect rates,
fees, rentals, or other charges, hereinafter sometimes referred to as “reve-
nues,” and to revise the same from time to time, for the systems, facilities,
and services furnished by the district, within the limits of the district,
including, but not limited to, recreational facilities, water management and
control facilities, water, sewer, and reuse systems, and solid waste collection
and disposal; to recover the costs of making connection with any district
service, facility, or system; and to provide for reasonable penalties against
any user or property for any such rates, fees, rentals, or other charges that
are delinquent.

(b) No such rates, fees, rentals, or other charges for any of the facilities
or services of the district shall be fixed until after a public hearing at which
all the users of the proposed facility or services or owners, tenants, or
occupants served or to be served thereby and all other interested persons
shall have an opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed rates, fees,
rentals, or other charges. Rates, fees, rentals, and other charges shall be
adopted under the administrative rulemaking authority of the district, but
shall not apply to district leases. Notice of such public hearing setting forth
the proposed schedule or schedules of rates, fees, rentals, and other charges
shall have been published in a newspaper of general circulation in Charlotte
County at least once and at least 10 days prior to such public hearing. The
rulemaking hearing may be adjourned from time to time. After such hear-
ing, such schedule or schedules, either as initially proposed or as modified
or amended, may be finally adopted. A copy of the schedule or schedules of
such rates, fees, rentals, or charges as finally adopted shall be kept on file
in an office designated by the board and shall be open at all reasonable times
to public inspection. The rates, fees, rentals, or charges so fixed for any class
of users or property served shall be extended to cover any additional users
or properties thereafter served that shall fall in the same class, without the
necessity of any notice or hearing.

(c) Such rates, fees, rentals, and charges shall be just and equitable and
uniform for users of the same class, and when appropriate may be based or
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computed either upon the amount of service furnished, upon the average
number of persons residing or working in or otherwise occupying the prem-
ises served, or upon any other factor affecting the use of the facilities fur-
nished, or upon any combination of the foregoing factors, as may be deter-
mined by the board on an equitable basis.

(d) The rates, fees, rentals, or other charges prescribed shall be such as
will produce revenues, together with any other assessments, taxes, reve-
nues, or funds available or pledged for such purpose, at least sufficient to
provide for the items hereinafter listed, but not necessarily in the order
stated:

1. To provide for all expenses of operation and maintenance of such
facility or service.

2. To pay when due all bonds and interest thereon for the payment of
which such revenues are, or shall have been, pledged or encumbered, includ-
ing reserves for such purpose.

3. To provide for any other funds that may be required under the resolu-
tion or resolutions authorizing the issuance of bonds pursuant to this act.

(e) The board shall have the power to enter into contracts for the use of
the projects of the district and with respect to the services, systems, and
facilities furnished or to be furnished by the district.

(21) RECOVERY OF DELINQUENT CHARGES.—In the event that any
rates, fees, rentals, charges, or delinquent penalties shall not be paid as and
when due and shall be in default for 60 days or more, the unpaid balance
thereof and all interest accrued thereon, together with reasonable attorney’s
fees and costs, may be recovered by the district in a civil action.

(22) DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE.—In the event the fees, rentals,
or other charges for water and sewer services, or either of them, are not paid
when due, the board shall have the power, under such reasonable rules and
regulations as the board may adopt, to discontinue and shut off both water
and sewer services until such fees, rentals, or other charges, including inter-
est, penalties, and charges for the shutting off and discontinuance and the
restoration of such water and sewer services or both, are fully paid; and, for
such purposes, the board may enter on any lands, waters, or premises of any
person, firm, corporation, or body, public or private, within the district
limits. Such delinquent fees, rentals, or other charges, together with inter-
est, penalties, and charges for the shutting off and discontinuance and the
restoration of such services and facilities and reasonable attorney’s fees and
other expenses, may be recovered by the district, which may also enforce
payment of such delinquent fees, rentals, or other charges by any other
lawful method of enforcement.

(23) ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES.—The board or any aggrieved
person may have recourse to such remedies in law and at equity as may be
necessary to ensure compliance with the provisions of this act, including
injunctive relief to enjoin or restrain any person violating the provisions of
this act or any bylaws, resolutions, regulations, rules, codes, or orders
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adopted under this act. In case any building or structure is erected, con-
structed, reconstructed, altered, repaired, converted, or maintained, or any
building, structure, land, or water is used, in violation of this act or of any
code, order, resolution, or other regulation made under authority conferred
by this act or under law, the board or any citizen residing in the district may
institute any appropriate action or proceeding to prevent such unlawful
erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, conversion, main-
tenance, or use; to restrain, correct, or avoid such violation; to prevent the
occupancy of such building, structure, land, or water; and to prevent any
illegal act, conduct, business, or use in or about such premises, land, or
water.

(24) SUITS AGAINST THE DISTRICT.—Any suit or action brought or
maintained against the district for damages arising out of tort, including,
without limitation, any claim arising upon account of an act causing an
injury or loss of property, personal injury, or death, shall be subject to the
limitations provided in section 768.28, Florida Statutes.

(25) EXEMPTION OF DISTRICT PROPERTY FROM EXECUTION.—
All district property shall be exempt from levy and sale by virtue of an
execution, and no execution or other judicial process shall issue against such
property, nor shall any judgment against the district be a charge or lien on
its property or revenues; however, nothing contained herein shall apply to
or limit the rights of bondholders to pursue any remedy for the enforcement
of any lien or pledge given by the district in connection with any of the bonds
or obligations of the district.

(26) TERMINATION, CONTRACTION, OR EXPANSION OF DIS-
TRICT.—

(a) The board may ask the Legislature through its local legislative dele-
gations in and for Charlotte County to amend this act to contract, to expand
or to contract, and to expand the boundaries of the district.

(b) The district shall remain in existence until:

1. The district is terminated and dissolved pursuant to amendment to
this act by the Legislature.

2. The district has become inactive pursuant to section 189.4044, Florida
Statutes.

(27) INCLUSION OF TERRITORY.—The inclusion of any or all territory
of the district within a municipality does not change, alter, or affect the
boundary, territory, existence, or jurisdiction of the district.

(28) SALE OF REAL ESTATE WITHIN THE DISTRICT; REQUIRED
DISCLOSURE TO PURCHASER.—Subsequent to the creation of this dis-
trict under this act, each contract for the initial sale of a parcel of real
property and each contract for the initial sale of a residential unit within the
district shall include, immediately prior to the space reserved in the contract
for the signature of the purchaser, the following disclosure statement in
boldfaced and conspicuous type that is larger than the type in the remaining
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text of the contract: “THE BABCOCK RANCH COMMUNITY INDEPEND-
ENT SPECIAL DISTRICT MAY IMPOSE AND LEVY TAXES OR ASSESS-
MENTS, OR BOTH TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS, ON THIS PROPERTY.
THESE TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS PAY FOR THE CONSTRUCTION,
OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE COSTS OF CERTAIN PUBLIC SYS-
TEMS, FACILITIES, AND SERVICES OF THE DISTRICT AND ARE SET
ANNUALLY BY THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE DISTRICT. THESE
TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS ARE IN ADDITION TO COUNTY AND
OTHER LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS AND
ALL OTHER TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS PROVIDED FOR BY LAW.”

(29) NOTICE OF CREATION AND ESTABLISHMENT.—Within 30
days after the election of the first governing board of the district, the district
shall cause to be recorded in the grantor-grantee index of the property
records in the county in which it is located a “Notice of Creation and Estab-
lishment of the Babcock Ranch Community Independent Special District.”
The notice shall, at a minimum, include the legal description of the property
covered by this act.

(30) DISTRICT PROPERTY PUBLIC; FEES.—Any system, facility, ser-
vice, works, improvement, project, or other infrastructure owned by the
district, or funded by federal tax exempt bonding issued by the district, is
public; and the district by rule may regulate, and may impose reasonable
charges or fees for, the use thereof but not to the extent that such regulation
or imposition of such charges or fees constitutes denial of reasonable access.

Section 7. If any provision of this act is determined unconstitutional or
otherwise determined invalid by a court of law, all the rest and remainder
of the act shall remain in full force and effect as the law of this state.

Section 8. In the election provided for in section 9, each landowner pres-
ent in person or by proxy shall be entitled to cast one vote for each assessable
acre or fraction of an acre of land owned by him or her and located within
the district.

Section 9. This section and section 8 shall take effect upon this act becom-
ing law, and the remaining sections shall take effect upon approval by a
majority vote of the owners of land within the district who are not exempt
from ad valorem taxes or non-ad valorem assessments and who are present
in person or by proxy at a landowners’ meeting to be held within 90 days
after the effective date of this act. Such landowners’ meeting shall be noticed
as provided in section 5 for the initial landowners’ meeting and may be
combined with such meeting. However, the provisions of this act that autho-
rize the levy of ad valorem taxation and issuance of general obligation bonds
shall take effect only upon express approval by a majority vote of those
qualified electors of the Babcock Ranch Community Independent Special
District voting in a referendum election held at such time as all members
of the board are qualified electors who are elected by qualified electors of the
district as provided in this act.

Approved by the Governor June 27, 2007.

Filed in Office Secretary of State June 27, 2007.
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CHAPTER G7-76-± L,c\\VS OF FLORIDA 
- -···-·- -~---·--- -- --- --------·· -----·- ----------------- -

CHAPTER 67-76-1 

House Bill No. ·186 

i1.N -t\CT I\j:ating to the establishment, po~\V81'S ;J.nd f~1nc 
of the Tieed:;· Cret:l-:: Impro~;ement District; ch::n;gi>!~: 
r~1~·c;.t~ o_f the R.eedy· (~reek Drainage District c~·e~:.ted 1· 

~li.~.tho2·ity uf C"~h.:tpter 298, Florida StattJtes, tu the 
Cn~s~lc Impn;;,·cm•.c·:-;t District; setting forth new tnritcrLl 
bc:undaries r;i' the Disttict ~n Ora1:ge and Osceu;a 
il'ld excluding certain lands from said bound;-:,ries; asc;nnirg 
an ]:.".\'flil cli'ots and other obligatic•ns and coniim;ing nn 
procr~cdin<.z:; f~;r the con~~ruction of irUI)rov-enien.t.s and th:-: 
conde1~1n:-ltirj;~ of !and anti for tax leyies; providing :for r·.?

ft~nd of t.n.xt~~ he!~etofore 1evi~d on lands excluded frorn 
DL;t:rict; D~'1king pov:ers and at;thorities conferred by Cb1)-· 
tf:r Flo:c·ir~a Statutes, applicable to the H.eecly- Creek 1m
JU'c~ven1e.nt 1J r~xcept 1Jrovisions of sectic::~s ~·~11S.07, 
298.ll, 298.12, 298.U, 293.1!'), 298.17, 298.18, 298.20, 298.2?-
298.25, 298.B5, :zDs.:n-298.40, 298.401, 298.41, 298.42, :::flsA-b-
29S.tc16, 298.48, 298.52, 298.56, 298.57, 298.61, 298.\39-29:3.7-L 
Florida Statutes, and amendments thereto; providin,:: L·r 
the elee'tion of a Board of Supervisors by the il

ers within the District :md for membership, tec·m u.r 
office, qualification, organization and compensation of tm; 
Board of Supervisors and the filling of vacancies; providing 
for meetings of the lando•xners and supervisors and ot1kr 
p1·ocedures relating to the m~mngement and operation of tb•~ 
DisL·ic:t; providing for Hppointrnent of a treasurer, deposi
tories, ft:'e<ll agent and other otl:kers and their qu:l:ific:cti,y;;c, 
1JU'

7
·/ers and dtrb.es; p1·oviding po\vers and dut.:e-3 oi tl:.\ .. 

Board of Supe,·vi;;ors; p;:oviding additional pov;ers and r!ub?:'i 
of the Reedy ('reek Improwment District includircg the OW'i· 

ership, acquisiticn. mortgage, !ease and disposal o£ prupert:, 
ancl facilities, and th·2 furnishing of proprietary sen·ki'c' 
and facilities of all k:nds, among them reclamatiocJ, dr:tiL
age, irrigation, <.:;ater and flcod control, erosion control, '1\:"c

ter :ud se;Ye.r systems, Vi~L3te control and disposgl syslc:ms. 
airport f:u:iiities, communication, cultural, recreational ~,lid 
cducatiOJl<d faci1itie:1 of all kinds, pm·king facilities and 
rneters, public transpr,rtation and utilities, streets, toll rends 
and bridr.·e.~. :oid<:>\valks, str•2et lighting and related facilities. 
and ut

1
JPt projects and experimental projects; authc•rizinv 
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the District to control mosquitos and other pests within and 
without the District, subject to certain limitations to exer
cise exclusive jurisdiction within the District to regulate wa
ter supply and water levels and to divert waters from one 
area or body of water to another, to regulate sewers and 
other sanitary faeilHies and to impose penalties for non
compliance with District regulations, to provide fire protec
tion, to advertise, to establish conservation areas and sanc
tuaries, to exercise the power of eminent domain, and to 
finance the projects and activities of the District through 
bonds and other obligations; exempting properties, ease
ments and rights of the District from eminent domain by 
other public or private bodies or agencies except with con
currence of the Board of Supervisors; making the District 
eligible for state assistance to flood control and water man
agement dis.tricts, navigation districts and agencies, and 
mosquito or pest control districts and for gasoline tax or 
other gasoline or fuel tax -funds available for road con
struction; granting the District the benefits and privileges 
of special road and special road and bridge districts; subject 
h• ce:'tnin exceptions, granting the Board of Supervisors ex
clusive authority with respect to the construction of public 
roads with1n the District and the maintenance, franchizing 
and regulation of toll roads; authorizing the Board of Su
penisors to enter sale, lease or other agreements with the 
State Ro~1cl Department concerning the construction of roads 
within the District and the joint cletermina.tion with the 
State Road Department of certain access and connecting 
road~:: and extensions within the District; authorizing the 
adoption, rev-ision and revocation of plans of reclamation, 
subject to existing cooperative arrangements with Orange 
County; authorizing the division of the District into units 
for purposes of drainage and reclamation and providing the 
procedures to be followed in connection with the establish
ment and operation of a unit system of drainage and recla
mation; authorizing ,the creation of subdistricts; authorizing 
the District to exercise its rights, powers, privileges· and 
authorities in municipalities located within the District; au
thorizing the District to construct and furnish proprietary 
facilities and services to persons and property outside the 
District boundaries subject to certain limitations; providing 
authority to require use of certain District facilities and 
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~er1.~ices und pi·chibitiDg the con.3tl'u.ction u1· t,:})er,lT~lun 

like fc1cilities or services \Yithout consent and nppr·JY~'cl 
the B:xu·d of SL!pervisors subject to criminal p2naltie6; ~l·:
tho,·izing tho District to maintain projects across rigilts-oi'
wJ.y \Vi thin o1.· v:ithout ths DL~t1·ict; proyiding m~t[ourity t: 

::;et rentalsJ tolls, fares and charges, :::.Ebj:;ct t, 
ce1-tain l·cquil·ernents co11cerning public he~1r.ing:s a-r:d tL ~: 
sufficienc:v' of reyenues. and to n1al-.::e agreern2nts .::tnd coll
tr;~cts fur sFc·vices vvithout public hearing ~md pledge jJ,.:: 
~::a!ne a~~ secnl'ity for District bonds; pro•iiding <::.~~thority 
l'ecO\'Cl' delinquent ch~tl'ges, together wlth atturn;:ys :lee. 
expenses and penalties. <md to discontinue ser,:ices: ii•.~thoriz
ing ~:,grecrnents \vith pri\"ate Oi' public per~~ on;-; or ~-~ge:1ci c;--; 
concer:ning; the furnisting o£ facilities and service~ ~i!ld tht:: 
inclusion of other utility plants or systems a.-3 yal't t)f Dic'
tl·ict projects; gnwting the District exclusive auth:.rity oo;e~ 
Dish·ict c::ts ;md budgets ::md providing: exernpti•.m ,., 
District pn)jez:ts ~mel activities and the District bLlclget and 
finar:ces fl·o;:1 other 1·egulatory laws and authoriti22. ;~ubject 

to certain limitations; exem11ting the area o£ :he Distric: 
from county zoning, building and construction, plattiE~::. S~lb
division, safety, snnitary and like codes and regulation" 
and f1·nm state lavv pertaining to land use regulation. 
and building code::~. except to the extent that the Bo::rd ni 
Supervi,~.oes may desig·nate District :c~re<ts subject t1) c,,m,ty 
codes and regulations; authorizing the District tc aclort 
zoning, builclmg and construction, platting, subdidsiu!L 
safety. sanitaey and like codes and regulations with resr-ect 
to Dxeas v,·ithin th<C' District including incorporatell mcmi·,~i

palities, subjc'ct tn certain limitatio;l:'; aHthorizi:Jg the Di.s
tl'iet to adopt ~Lh1 revise <~ c;,rnprehc·n?.iYe general ~~ ·fc·o· 
phydcd tlen:lopment of the :ccn:a \vithin the District, build
ing codes and othei:' safety and sanitary codes. and tu 1'•2-

tluire building permits; requL·ing the approval by the Boa:·d 
of Supervisurs and recording of plats, and making the fail
m·c to comply \\ith such requirements a misdemeaEur and 
subject to other pEnalties; authorizing the Boanl c-.£ s~1per
Yiso;·s to adopt rules and regulations vvith respect l 1) pht
ting; authorizing the Bc~:.rcl of Supervisors to Yacat,• plats; 
requiring· subdiv·ision pbns to be approved by the Board of 
Supeni~'.on; ~md authorizing the Board to adopt c:ubdh·i,'-'io:l 
regu1ations; autho:cizing the Board of Supervisur,:; H· ~1.dopt 
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zoning regulc,tions; authorizing the Board of Supervisors to 
grant variances and waivers with respect to subdivision, 
platting, recording, zoning and other regulations; authoriz
ing the Board of Supervisors to set up a planning and zoning 
commission and a zoning board of adjustment and to pre
scribe the po\vers, duties, organization and functioning of 
the same; providing povn~r and authority to levy ad yalol'em 
taxes based on county assessed valuation not to exceed thirty 
(30) mills on the dollar per annum; providing po\v-er and 
authority to levy a maintenance tax under section 298.54, 
Florida Statutes, and a special ad valorem maintenance tax 
not to exceed ten (10) mills on the dollar per annum; pro
viding power and authority to levy utility taxes not to ex
ceed ten per cent (10%) of the payments received by the 
seller, the method of collection of the same, and criminal 
and other penalties for violation of District regulations per
taining thereto; providing for determination of annual in
stallments of drainage taxes; providing for collection of 
taxes by certification to the respective boa1·ds of county 
commissioners of Orange and Osceola Counties and assess
ment and collection of taxes by county tax assessors and 
collectors or as otherwise directed by the Board of Super
visors; providing for tax discounts and penalties; establish
ing tax and other liens and procedures for the foreclosu:_·e 
of liens; authorizing the District to pay taxes and redeem 
tax sales certificates with respect to property in the District 
and to participate in the proceeds of tax sales; providing 
power to issue general obligation bonds, revenue bonds, util
ity service tax bonds and refunding bonds; providing for 
the pledge of taxes, assessments, revenues and other prop
erties as security to the payment of bonds; providing for 
the lien of pledges of revenues, taxes and assessments; pro
viding for the making of special assessments for improve
ments and the proeedure to be followed in connection there
with; providing for the eollection of special assessments and 
the foreclosure of delinquent assessments or installments, in
cluding acceleration of payment and recovery of attorney's 
fees and costs; providing power to issue assessment certifi
cates and bonds; providing power to issue bond anticipation 
notes; providing power to make short-term borrowing-s and 
to issue certificates of indebtedness; providing authority for 
making trust agreements; providing for the sale of bonds; 
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-~·~-ith respect t~-l the- t• .. ~.t~h~-_yri:~a~.~·='~l ::tnd fut· .. 11 , lt: 

honds; "t:~l'ovjding fo:_~ incre;;_t:::e in rnax:irr:.t~r~1 ~ll:.J~sui)h-
tert?:·:,t CE I)isb .. ~ict bonds 2b,J•;·e si~'\: (6) per cr~:~.~= ;Jer nnl~'
t~YJ.cL::p ce~ tain ciret.E11Stnnces; pro-viding for i:nterln". nr~~~ .. , · 
pla\-~Er~1 ent certificates a~1d n.e.~·otiab.ility; proyiding· for }y·~·· ··;_ 
c1~fr?snnce ~ n1aklng~ Distl'ict bond;·., ~n .. .:-estrn,:;rlt or f:·::-

cL~rity .for other pubJ.tc and private bodies: ~tuttori::jL:::-. 
;1.;rree<11er:ts \Yith the T'l01·id?. De",·c;lnp~nent C\•mmissir>:\ ,, 1·l 
(:~hers: pro\~iding authnrit~" t;: ~~1aLe be;nd co\-en::~nts aFf1 

de for the l'ig·hts 1 1:ernedies and sec1.1rity of bondho~d
ei~~~; T;royidi:ng for validation of bonds by pu~;lication cd~ 
I1(}ticc ~~f ls~n.laHce ~~.nd by y·alid:ltion proeeerlingt-; U?'}r:e:r· 

te!" 75, FloTicla Statute:c.; providi,-12: inrlepe>~:rl?·nt authr·:·
;ty to ic,sue bonds <~nd authorizing the i~su:mce o~" Disf:ri· 1. 

b~~uL~ ;ylthont approval of the boa::"d of dn1inage comnti:<. 
::.io~·lc~·::; -~~r othF;J" pnblic authc:rjtit<~: extt~nding ple!lg2 ~-' 
b~')~f1l1o~.t~el·s <.~nd e,afeg~u~\l'ding: ag-reerc .. er:ts r..\rlth the .F'ecl.-
::'~":-11 ~~··=:-.,--:,r.·ny-;1·2~tt against ilTlpP.i:cnt~·~nt of right,::;; p.::o\-i:1~:.t.'..:· 
for C0c)peration agreemeEt." ·with municipalities and fo1· th>' 
joint discharge of common functions nnd the joint mH1f'J'
btking and financing of !lro5ects; .authr,riz1r:g \'Ooperati\ <· 
ag~·rernents \\tith FedPral and Stat2 r:•:;'i··ern?J~C-~11~~. ~'.~r,Prv·i ~ .. 
;:;ubdivi::ions and others 1vith 1-esp<Jct to financi~11 anc1 r.th;': 
c:ontri1,,.1tions 1.nd loans tc• the Di:::t\·::·L tiv, i'uL·lJi:;l•iJ;g· ,,;' 
facilitifs and services by o1· to the District, ::md fire and 
police protection; pro,-iding foo.· tax e:~en; .~·n rJ Di~;!Yil't 
p1·ope::ties. bonrlE-~ and revenue~; pro---.~iding ~t..1-tute of lin1:
tation.s on cJ.aims, suits or aetion:-.; ag~alnst the Distriet; prc1 -

•;i·-1in.;:r .foe posting· of notice;; in lieu of publication under 
certair: circumstances; rro,·iding: for anne:mtion of land.· 
to <Wd exclt;,,ion frvm the Dlstri~.·t ;ud re\ i.s~c!ll (Jf the TJi,,_ 
t~·iet boundaries; authoriziEg- the "'·',thdnnval of hmd~'l fn;m 
the District within ~1ixty (60} clays dter ti1e efTecttYe di1h' 
of the Act; limiting th~: establishment of municipalitit:,~ 
withln the area of the District ;u~d t!w annexation of Lmd 
within the Distriet by rmmidpalities; providing for C\'ll· 

;-;tructi•:rrl of DistricL projects \vii:h ur witr1out cc•mpetiti>,~ 
bidding; subject to certain C<)nditions, permitting snpen·i
sol·s to have aa interest in corpol"ations COlltracting· >viti; 
the District; providing pov,·el' of injunction and other 1'8-

lief :for Yiolation of District ljy-bv,.-s, 1·egubtions, resolution3, 
rules, codes and orders; p1·oviding criminal and other pen-
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alties; providing for investment of funds by the D\"trict; 
providing for fiscal year of the District; providing severa
bility; providing effecti,.te date. 

vYHEREAS, the economic progress and well--being of the 
people of Florida depend in large measure upon the many visi
tors and new residents who come to Florida from other parts of 
the United States and e!s.cwhe1·e to enjoy its beneficial climate, 
scenic beauty and natural resources and the many man-made 
attractions, sports and recreation facilities and economic op
portunities offered to them in .B~lorida; and 

WHEHEAS, tourists and other temporary visitors have for 
many years constituted a major source of income for the people 
of Florida, and the growing annual inflow cf such visitors, to
gether with the steady increase in the number of ne,womers 
making Florida their permanent home and the many ne\v in
dustries that in recent years have been established in Florida, 
are largely responsible for the unpredecented high level of pros
perity that has been attained by the people of Florida; and 

vVHEREAS, in order to assure the future welfare and con
tinued prosperity of Florida and its people; Florida must con
tinue to attract temporary visitors, permanent residents and 
new industries and offer to the public outstanding vacation, 
sports and recreation facilities and residential communities; 
and 

WHEREAS, in .light of the recent advances in technology 
and the rapidly increasing speed and capacity of modern air 
carriers, which have made accessible and led to the development 
of many new year-round resorts and recreation-oriented com
munities in other states and parts of the world that vie with 
Florida for the tourist trade, the maintenance of Florida's pros
perity and its leadership as a tourist state make it imperative 
that appropriate measures be taken to promote the conservation 
of natural resources and attractions, the creation of vacation, 
sports and recreation facilities and residential commm!ities 
of high quality and the utilization of the many technological 
advances achieved by American industry in developing new 
concepts in community living and recreation; and 

WHEREAS, the conservation of natural tesources and attrac
tions, the creation of favorable conditions for the development 
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the ~ 2gitin1ate concer~:. of spec ia1 t.:tx i.ng di striets c~·eFl.,ted ;_ .. i ·, ~· 
that purp:).se; and 

\fHEHEAS, there has heretofo:::e be~11 estab!ish,;d b:: )m.'. 
CC!:~dings ttnder cllapte::~ Floricl·:1 Sta~utE\-1. :-1. cLrai.11a!;F zn~ 
trict, known as the Heedy Creek Drair;;qt·~ Di,;t:·ict. ew;'Jlll1J;•c;.',. 

a large h·act of land locatec! in the soutlnvestern part 
Orcu~;::·2 Ccunt,y and the north•;n:~:otern pat't nf OsceoL:c County: 
and 

1.,'1-IEREAS, it is the intention of th:; Legislature throu[.d·~ 
tht• \vi')lin enactment to supplement. expand and othenvi;:c 
modif:;. +he powers, functions and authorities of the R::edy 
Creek Drainage District, \vhich shall hereafter be kno-;-,-n as the· 
R:~edy Creek Improvement District, st~ ai'. to enable that dL:oi!:ir;i 
to Ul'ldel·take the improwments her<~in providul for, to 
and cre<cte favorable conditions for the de\·eJopment <F:d pr:H'
tical :.ipplication of new and advancr~d concepts, dc~i~m.;; :mel 
iclea'i Ln· a recreation-oriented cornm1mi and to undertr:i: 
and '2'':tb1e enterprises conducted \Yithill the Disixiet to umk:·-

a broad and flexible program of experimenbttion ;md t1 
\·eloyJment; and 

\\'HEH.EAS, the objectives <tnd purposes of the Reed~- Cc·c:cL: 
Improvement District shall be to provide for tbe l'ecln.matl'·:1. 
dr;:,in3ge aucl irrigation of land, to estc'>.blish >vater. flood ::.nd 
e1·osion control, to pl'o\-ide vvater and se\vel· S.)iStems and v. t~''.t·.' 
col.lectirrn and disposal facilities~ to prn\-ic1e for 1110.:)quit() :.lr.d 
other rest Ctm1:rols. to provide Pliblic airpnrt, l'C:CTeatlon, "'''! 
parkin;::· facilities, to advertise, to m·o-,·ld,e> for public h>m'~IYJCLl
tion ~n:d public utilitie.;;, to create and maintain cun.sr:r..-a+i,, , 
<H'"''"" ?!>d wild--life sanctuarie:c.; \vil:hin the Distl·ic::. tn 
;;tn'ch, roads, bridg·es and street lig;hting- facilities, to ~1cb:'t 
wnilig- and bul!di ng cocl<:'s and reg;ulati ')Jl:C, and to c·:cen· L·::: <! 1: 
nf the other pmvers and authm·i~ics pnwided for in this ~1,d; 
a11d 

Y\TIEREAS, the Legi.slature hereby finds and declares thai 
the se\-eral powers and authorities pnwided for in this Act sx,, 
each \'Hiicl and independent objectives and purposes c>f the 
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Reedy Creek Improvement District and essential to the accom
plishment of the purposes of this Act; and 

\VHEREAS, the Legislature further finds and declares that 
the purposes of this Act cannot be realized except through a 
special taxing district having the powers hereinafter provided 
and that the operation of the District and its facilities and 
services and the exercise by the Board of Supervisors of the 
District of the powers and authorities provided for herein are 
necessary for the convenience, comfort and welfare of the Dis
trict and all its inhabitants and landowners, will benefit all 
properties, persons and enterprises within the District, and con
stitute a valid pnblic purpose; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

Be It Enacted by the Legislatm·e of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Creation of the District Ratified and Approved; 
Change of Narne of D£strict to Reedy Creek Improvement Dis
trict; Boundaries Dejined.-The decree of the Circuit Court in 
and for the Ninth Judicial Circuit of the State of Florida, en
tered in chancery No. 66-1061, on the 13th day of May, 1966, 
creating and incorporating the Reedy Creek Drainage District 
as a public corporation of this State, and all subsequent proceed
ings taken in the Circuit Court concerning that District, are 
hereby ratified, confirmed and approved, except that the bound
aries of said District henceforth shall be as provided in this 
Act. The Reedy Creek Drainage District shall henceforth be 
lmown by the name of Reedy Creek Improvement District, and 
shall continue to be a public corporation of this State and have 
perpetual existence. All lawful debts, bonds, obligations, con
tracts, franchises, promissory notes, audits, minutes, resolutions 
and other undertakings of the Reedy Creek Drainage District 
are hereby validated and shall continue to be valid and binding 
on the Reedy Creek Improvement District in accordance with 
their respective terms, conditions, covenants and tenor. All 
taxes heretofore levied by the Board of Supervisors of the 
Reedy Creek Drainage District on lands within the boundaries 
of the Reedy Creek Improvement District shall continue to be 
effective, binding and collectible and a lien on such lands in ac
cordance with the provisions of this Act, provided that any 
such taxes levied on any lands within the boundaries of the 
Reedy Creek Drainage District as heretofore organized but not 
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1vithin the bvundaries of tht~ I<.~edyr Cre<::k In1pr0,.-er~1ent Di.3~ri"~t 
as herein established shall be of no further fore; and effect 
with respect to lands not included 1vithin the Reedy Creek hn
proYemsnt Di:?trict and shall not constitute a lien ,_m :"~Jch 
lands, and any such tax he1·etofore collected \Yith respect to 
such lar1ds shall be refunded. A11y pl'<)Ceeding heretofoc·e 
by the Re':'dy Creek Drain21.ge District uncler chapter 298, Flor
ida Statutes, Ol' any othel' hn1·, for ~he constructior cf :1ny 
provements, v;od~s or facilities, for the asses~rrent of benefits 
and damages or for the bmTOIYing of money sh21l not be iiil

paired or a\·oided by this Act, but may be continued a:1d com
pleted in the name of the needy Creek Improvement Distrlet. 
All proceedings for the condemnation of land heretofore broug-ht 
by the Reedy Creek Drainng;e District n;ay be ce>ntinued and 
completed in the name of the He\ody Creek Improvement Dis
trict. The Reedy Creek Imprm:ement District shall i'1clude 
within its teuitori~J boundnries all of the lands 1dthin the fnl
lowing--described bounda1·ies: 

( 1) Begin at the South>xest corner of the N orthv:est qnarte1· 
of the Southwest quarter of Section 6, Tewnship 2"! 
South, Range 28 East; then Nc•rth along the west sec
tion line of said Secti011 G to the 'Vest quar·ter coJ·ner of 
Section 6; then East along the North line of the South
\vest quarter and the North line nf the Sout1:least quiu·-
ter to a point on the shore line of Lake JYLtbel; then 
rneander the shore iine of Lake Mabo:>l in a Southwest
erly direction to the South line of said Section 6: then 
continue meandering t}w :;hore line of Lal'\e M::tbel in a 
Southeasterly, Easterly and Northeasterly direction 
across the :North qua1·te1· of SPction 7, Town:'ihip 2'i 
South, Ranp;e 2S East, to the North line of said Section 
7; then continue meandering the shore line of Lake 
l\!abel in a Northeasterly direction across the Southeast 
quarter of Sedion 6, Township 24 South, Hange 28 
East, to a point on said shore line which is inter
sected by the South quarter li11e of said Section G; then 
East along s:c:id South quarter line to the East section 
line of said Section 6: then South along the East sectior: 
line of said Section G to the Southeast corner r;f the 
Southeast qm<rter of said Section 6; then Eas~ alo21g 
the Nmth section line of Section 8, Tm:n1ship 24 South, 
Range 28 East to the point where said North section 
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line intersects the shore line of South Lake; then me:J.n
der the shore line of South Lake in a South~;vesterly, 
Southeastedy and Northeasterly direction to a point 
where the shore line of South Lake intersects the West 
quarter line of Section 8, Township 24 South, Range 28 
East; then South along the West quarter line of Sec
tion 8, Township 24 South, Range 28 East, and Sectio31 
17, Township 24 South, Range 28 East to the North
\vest corner of the Northeast quarter of the Southwest 
quarter of said Section 17; then East along the North 
line of the So nth half of said Section 17 to the North
west corner of the East quarter of the Southwest 
quarter of said Section 17; then South along the West 
line of the East quarter of the Southwest quarter to the 
North-vvest corner of the Southeast quarter of the South
east quarter of the Southwest quarter of said Section 
17; then East along the North line of the Southeast 
quarter of the Southeast quarter of the Southwest quar
ter to the Northsast corner thereof; then North along 
the quarter section line to the Northwest corner of the 
Southeast quarter of said Section 17; then East along 
the North line of the South half of Section 17 to the 
East quarter corner of said Section 17; then South 
along the East section line of Section 17; Township 24 
South, Range 28 East, and Section 20, Township 24 
South, Range 28 East to the Southwest corner of the 
Northwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 
21, Township 24 South, Range 28 East; then East 
along the North line of the Northwest quarter of the 
Southwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 
21, Toivnship 24 South, Range 28 East, to the North
east corner thereof; then South along the East line of 
the Northwest quarter of the Southwest quarter of the 
Northwest quarter to the Southeast corner thereof; 
then East along the North line of the Southeast quar
ter of the Southwest quarter of the Northwest quarter 
of Section 21, Township 24 South, Range 28 East to the 
Northeast corner thereof; then South along the West 
quarter line of Section 21, Township 24 South, Range 
28 East to the Southeast corner of the Northeast quar
ter of the Northwest quarter of the Southwest quarter 
d said Section 21; then West along the South line of 
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the ?...;orth Lalf c.:= tl:e ~orth\-v~t::st quarteL~ of the So 1Jth .. 
"\Vest quarter of Secticn :21 and th-2 South li1:e of th? 
North ha1£ of the Ku1·theast quarter of the Southe;1_,; 
quarter of Sl:"ction ZO, To\Ynship 24 South, Range :23 
East, to the N;:n·thv<:est corner of Lot 94, :Munger Lanrl 
Company Subdh-ision of said Section 20; then South 
along the \1/est line of said Lot 94 to the North line of 
the Southea.st quarte1· of the Southeast quarter of said 
Section 20; then East along the North line of ths 
So,_ltheast quarter of the Southeast quarter of said Sec
tion ZO and the Korth line of the So nth half of the 
Southv\·est quari:e1· of Section 21, Tovmship 24 South, 
RaEge 28 East. to the Northwest corner of the East 
quarter of the Southeast quarter of the Southv.-est qu:u·., 
ter of said Section 21; then South along the "\'Vest line 
of the East quarter of the Southeast quarter of the 
South\ve:::t quarter to the Southvvest corner thereof; 
then East along the South line of said Section 21 to 
the South quarter corne1· of said Section 21; then 
North along the quarter section line to the Northwest 
corne1.· of the Southvvest quarter of the Southwest quar
tel· of the Southeast quarter of said Section 21; then 
East along the North line of the Southwest quarter of 
the South·west quarter of the Southeast quarter to the 
.N 01·theast corner thereof; then N o1·th along the \Ve:~t 

li11e ocf the Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter 
of the Southeast quarte1· of said Section 21 to the North
\Vest cot·ner thereof; then East alm:g the South qum·ter 
line of said Section 21 to the East section line of said 
Section 21; then North along the East section line of 
Section 21, Towm~h1p 24 South, Range 28 East to the 
East qwcrtel' corne1· of said section, and the West qua;·
ter corne1· of Section 22, Township 24 South, Range 28 
East; then E:>st along the North line of the South half 
of Section 2:~, Township 24 South, Range 28 East and 
the North line of the South half of Section 23, Tmnl
ship 24 South, Range 28 East to the Kortheast con;e;· 
of the N orthv,·est quarter of the Southwest quarter of 
said Section 23; then South along the \Yest quarter sec
tion line of said Section 23 to the South section line of 
Section 23; then \Vest along the South section line of 
Section 23, Township 24 South, Range 28 East and 
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Section 22, Township 24 South, Range 28 East to the 
North quarter corner of Section 27, Town:o.hip 24 South, 
Range 28 East; then South along the East line of the 
Northwest quarter of Section 27, Tovmship 2:1 South, 
Range 28 East to the Northeast comer of Lot 41, 
Munger Land Company Subdivisio:-1 of said Section 27; 
then \Vest along the North line of said Lot 41, 60 feet; 
then Southwesterly 700 feet, more Ol' less, to a point 85 
'feet West of the East line of l,ot 56, Munger Land 
Company Subdivision of said Section 27 on a line paral
lel to the South line of the Northwest quarter of said 
Section 27 which commenced at a point on the East line 
of said Lot 56 at a point 700 feet South from the 
Northeast corner of said Lot 41; then East along a line 
parallel to the South line of the Northwest quarter of 
said Section 27 to a point on the East line of said Lot 
56 which is 700 feet South from the Northeast corner 
of said Lot 41; then South along the East line of said 
Lot 56 to a point on the shore line of Lake Bryan; then 
meander the shore line of Lake Bryan in a Southwest
erly direction to a point on the South line of the North
west quarter of Section 27, Township 24 South, Range 
28 East; then West along the South line of the North 
half of said Section 27 to the West quarter comer of 
Section 27, and the East quarter corner of Section 28, 
Township 24 South, Range 28 East; then North along 
the West line of Section 27, Township 24 South, Range 
28 East, to the Nortffivest corner of the Southwest 
quarter of the Southwest quarter of the Northwest 
quarter of said Section 27; then East along the South 
line of Lot 48, Munger Land Company Subdivision of 
said Section 27, to the Southeast corner of said Lot 48; 
then North along the East line of Lot 48 to the North 
quarter line of said Section 27; then \:Vest along said 
North quarter line of Section 27 and the North quarter 
line of Section 28, Township 24 South, l1ange 28 East, 
to an intersection with the Westerly right-of-way line of 
U. S. Interstate Highway 4; then Southwesterly along 
said right-of-way line to an intersection with the 
South line of the North half of the Northwest quarter 
of the Southeast quarter of said Section 28; then West 
along said South line to the Southwest corner thereof; 
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then South alo~·1g the qu8-rte:: section line to th~ So~~tb ~ 
west corm:!.' of the N rn·thwest (1'_1 al·ter of the Southe;1.-"t 
quarte1·; thc:n K~<;t alo;1g· the :South line of the Nol·th
west quarter cf the Southeast qLlal'te~· to the Sonth("ast 
corner elf th~ Sou thv/est quarter of the l\T o:rth\vest q uar
tcr of th:3 Southen.st qt~arter of said Secticn 28; t1~.e~1_ 
South along the \Vest line of Lot 102, Munger Land 
Co:11pany Subdiv-ision of said Section 28 to the South
west comer of said Lot 102 .. then East along· the South 
line of said Lot 1 0:?. to the Sontheast corner thereof; 
then South a!rmg the 'Nest line of Lot 124. Munge1· 
Land Co:mprt~ly Subdivision of said Section 28 to the; 
South 1ine of s2.id Section 28; then West along the 
South section line of said Section 28 to the So~1thwest 
ccrner of the East three-eighths of the Southwe.st quar
ter of saicl Section 28; then North along the \Vest line 
of th? E.~1st three-eighths of the South1ve::;t qwn·ter of 
said Se;:;tion 28 to the I\ mth\vest corner thereof; then 
'vVest along the quarter section line to the \Vest quarter 
corner o£ said Section :28 and the East quarter corner of 
.Sectio:1 29, To>v-nship 2.j South, Range 28 East; then 
r.; orth along the East section line of said Section 29 
to the N orchea::;t comer of the South half of the South
east qu8rter of the Northeast quarter of said Section 
29; then West aiong· tbe .l\f ol'th line of Lot 64, Munge1· 
Land Com.pany Subdivision of said Section 29 to the 
Northwest corner of said Lot 64; then South along the 
\Vest line of said Lot 6-l to the quarter :3ectio:n line; 
then \Vest along saicl tlnartel' section line of Section 
29 to the Northwest corner of the Ea:ot half of the 
Southeast quarter of said Section 29; then South along 
the \Vest line of the Enst half of the Southeast quar
ter to the Southwest corner thel·eof; then \.\'est along 
the South section line of Sections 29 and 30. '1\nvnship 
2Li South, Range 28 East, to the No1'thea:ot corner of the 
West half of the NoTthwest quarter cf the 0/orthwest 
qu~n·ter of the Northeast qt:arter of Section 31. Town
ship 2L1 South, Hange 28 East; then South alm:g the 
East line of said \Vest half of the N orthwe;st (_parter of 
the Northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter to the 
Southeast corner thereof; then East along the North 
lir:.e of the South half of the Northwest quarter of the 
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Northeast qu::trter of said Section 31 w th2 ~\ortheast 
corner of the \Vest half of the Southeast quarter of the 
Northwest quarter of the Northedst quartei' of said 
Section 31; then South along the East liEe of said 
Yf est half of the Southeast quarter of the X orthwest 
quarter of the Northeast quarter and the East line of 
the West half of the Northeast quai'ter of the South
\Vest quarter of the Northeast quarte;: of said Section 
31 to the Southeast cornel' thereof; then ~vvest alc1ng 
the South line of the North half of the Southwest 
quarter of the Northeast quarter to the Northeast cor
ner of the West half of the Southwest quarter of the 
Southwest quarter of the Northeast qu2.rter of said 
Section 31; then South along the East line of said West 
half of the Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter 
of the Northeast quarter to the Southeast corner thereof; 
then East along the North line of the Southeast quarter 
of said Section 31 to the Northeast corner of the West 
half of the Northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter 
of the Southeast quarter of said Section 31; then 
South along the East line of the vVest quarter of the 
Northeast quinter of the Southeast quarter to the South
east corner thereof; then West along the South line of 
the Northeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of said 
Section 31, to the Southwest corner thereof; then North 
along the West line of the Southwest quarter of the 
Northeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of said Sec
tion 31 to the North\vest corner thereof; then West 
along the South line of the Noeth half of the North
west quarter of the Southeast quarter to the Southwest 
corner thereof; then South along the quarter section line 
to the Northwest corner of the Southwest quarter of 
the Southeast quarter; then East along· the North line 
of the Northwest quarte1· of th2 Southwest qn::trter of 
the Southeast quarter to the Northeast corner thereof ; 
then South along the East line of the Northwest quarter 
of the South,vest quarter of the Southeast quarter to 
the Southeast corner thereof; then vVest along the 
South line of the Northwest quarta· of the Southwest 
quarter of the Southeast quarter to the South,vest cor
ner thereof; then South along the quarter section line 
to the South quarter corner of said Section 31; then 
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Er:st cdong the So:<th section line of s~tid Sc:dicn SI ~~
the Southv:est corner of the Southe~~st q:ul'ter (>f tk 
Sontheast qual·ter of said Section 31; then ~orth a] '"' 
the ·we::Jt line {>f the Sodh half of the Sou! q:.u.l'c 
of the Southeast qtu~·ter of said 3 J 1:0 tLe Nn<:t . -
west cornee thereof; tlwn East along the North li'''-' 
the South half of the Southeast quarter of the S.·.,:;> 
east quarter tu the ;'{ ortheast corner : th·" L 

South along the East section line to the Southeast e'li'-· 

ner of said Section 31, To1vnship 24 South. Hs.nge :28 
East; then East along the South sectior. line of S.:;ctioJ; 
32, TowushiD 24 South, Ibnge 28 E::.st to the Southeast 
corner of the \'/est half of the Southwest qu~uter of tbc, 
South-vvest quarter of Section 32, To>vnship 2! South, 
Range 28 East; then North along- the EaRt lin'" of th,, 
'We~<t 1w.1f of the Southwest quarter of the South \\·e~' ~ 
quarter of said ~Section 32 to the Northea;::d: corne1:· 
Lot 114, Munger Land Company Subdivisi~)i' of said 
Section 32; then East along the .01orth line of Lots J U5, 
116 and 117, J'I'Iunger Lm1 d Company Subdivision qf 
Section 32, To>Ynship 2c1 South, Range 28 East to the 
X orthe:1st corner of said Lot 117; then South .aloll:.:;· 
the East lin:.~ of Lot 117 to the South llne of said Sectit.;; 
32; then East along the South section li1w of Sectir:,l' 
3:2, Tovmship 2cJ South, Bange 28 East to a point wher.' 
Raid South seetion line is intersected by the .l~-orth l'ig-hi:
of-way line of U. S. Interstate Higlnvay -4; then Snut},, 
\vesterly alon;2· thr' North right-of-way line of U, S, In
ter:"tate Hig-hway 4 to a point wh'2re said North rig-hi-
of-way line inte1·sects the East section line of Section C, 
To;vnship 25 South, Hang-e ~8 East; then South 
the East section line of said Section G to the Southea,:t 
corne1· of said Section 6; then East aloug· the North 
section line of Section 8, Township 25 Sr);Jth, J~:u::;·e 2.;\ 

East and Sectiou 9, To·wnship 2,) South, Hang-~;; 28 Ea.o;r 
to the Northeast corner of the N ortlnvest q;.wrter of 
the Korthwest qw1rter of Section 9, Towuship 25 South, 
Itange 28 East; then South along the \Vest quarh,~· 
section line of said Seetion H to a point where tlL' 
\Yest quarter s·ection line of said section intersect:-: 
the South quarter section line of said section; then 
East along the South quarter section line of Section 9. 
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Township 25 South, Range 28 East to the :; orthwest 
corner of the Southeast quarter of the Southeast quarter 
of Section 9, Township 25 South, Range 28 East; thel~ 
South along the West line of the Southe<~st quarter of 
the Southeast quarter of said Section 9 to the South-
west corner of the Southeast quarter of the Southeast 
quarter of Section 9, Township 25 South, Range 28 
East; then vVest along the South section line of said 
Section 9 to the N oi·theast corner of the N orthv;cest 
quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 16, Town-
ship 25 South, Range 28 East; then South along the 
East line of the Northwest quarter of the Northwest 
quarter of said Section 16 to the Southeast corner of 
the Northwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of said 
Section 16; then West along the South line of the 
Northwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of said 
Section 16 to the Southwest corner of the Northwest 
quarter of the Northwest quarter of said Section 16; 
then South along the West section line of Section 16, 
Township 25 South, Range 28 East to the West quarter 
corner of said Section 16; then East along the North 
line of the South half of said Section 16 to the North
east corner of the Southwest quarter of said Section 
16; then South along the East line of the Southwest 
quarter of said Section 16 to the Southeast corner of 
the Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of said 
~ection 16; then West along the South quarter sectioD: 
lme of said Section 16 to the Northwest corner of 
the Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter of 
said Section 16; then South along the West section 
line of Section 16, Township 25 South, Range 28 East 
and Section 21, Township 25 South, Rang~ 28 East 
to the Southeast corner of Section ZO, Township 25 
South, Range 28 East; then West along the South sec
tion line of said Section 20 to the Southwest corner 
of Section 20, Township 25 South, Range 28 East; 
then South along the East section line of Section 30, 
Township 25 South, Range 28 East, and Section 31, 
Township 25 South, Range 28 East to the Southeast 
corner of the Northeast quarter of the Southeast quar
ter of Section 31, Township 25 South, Range 28 East; 
then vVest along the South quarter line of said Section 
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81 to the Southwest conk'' of the Kortheast (jllal'ter 
of the Southeast quai'tel' of mticl Section 31; then N o,_·th 
alo1cg the \Vest li11e of ths ~~ ortheast quarter of tl-12 
:southeast quarter of said Section 31 to the North'.Yest 
eorner of the l'T orthea:);~ q',Ial·t2r of the Southeast 
quarter of said Section 31; then \,-~v-est aJong tl1e North 
line of the Soutl1 half of said s~::ctio;.1 31 to a point on 
s:1id North line equal distance between the N C'rtheast 
corner and the N o~:thwest conc_er of the Northwest 
qna<-ter of the Southeast qtwrter of said Section 31; 
thell North to a point on the .i'I o~·th line of said Sec
tion 31 which is equal clisUE1ce between the North
east con12r and the North1vest corner of the North
>vest quarter of the ~ ortheast quartel· of said Section 
31; then \Vest alo2:g- the ~:c·~1th section line of Section 
30, Township 25 Solith. Hange 28 East, ~.ection :25, 
T'ovvnship 25 Soutl1, Range 2'T East and Sectic;.1 26, 
Tmvnship 25 South, Range 27 E~1st to the Sodlnve3f; 
eo~·ner of the Southeast qm1rt\='J' of the Southeast quar
ter of s::tid S0etion ~~6; then North along the \Vest 
line of said Southeast quarte1· of tile Southeast quar
ter of Section 26 to the .N~1rthwest corner of the South
eas~ quarter of the Southeast qmu'ter of Section 2G: 
then \Vest along the South quarter section line of sai(1 
Section 26 to thr.:; Southwest corner of the Northwest 
qu;.;rt.e1· of the Southeast quarter of said Section 26; 
then North along the West line of the N m·thwes-l; quar
ter of the Southeast quarter of Section 26 to the 
X orth west corne1.· thereof; then \Ve;c;t along the North 
line of the South half of said Section 26 to the South
west corner of Lot 14, Block B, Florida Fru.it and 
Truck Land Company Subdivision of Section 26, TowE
ship 25 South, Range 27 East; then North along the 
West l1ne of said Lot 1·'! and th:c vY est line of Lot 7, 
Block B, Florida Fruit and TTuck Land CompaEy Sub
division of Section 2G, To'snship 25 South, Range 27 
East to the Nortlnvest con:er of sc:id Lot 7; then 
East along the North line of said Lot 7 to the Norrh
east corner thereof; then North dong the \Vest line of 
the Southeast quarter of the Soutlnvest quarter of Sec
tion 23, Township 25 ;::;-Juth, Range 27 East to the South
criy ris:·ht-of-wa;.,- line of U. S. Interstate Higlnvay 
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4; then Northeasterly along the Southerly right-of-way 
line of U. S. Interstate Highvvay 4 to i:he point where 
said Southerly right-of-way line intersects the North 
line of the Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarte!' 
of said Section 23; then East along the North line of 
the Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of 
said Section 23 to the Northeast corr:er thereof; then 
North along the half-section line of Section 23, Town
ship 25 South, Range 27 East and Section 14, Township 
25 South, Range 27 East to the Northeast corner of 
the Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of 
said Section 14; then West along the North line of said 
Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 
14 to a point which is 235 feet East of the Southwest 
('Orner of the East half of the Northeast quarter of the 
Southwest quarter of said Section 14; then North to 
a point on the North line of the South half of said Sec
tion 14 which is 235 feet East of the Northwest cor
ner of the East half of the Northeast quarter of the 
Southwest quarter of said Section 14; then \Vest along 
the North line of the South half of the said Section 14 
to the Southwest corner of the East half of the South
east quarter of the Northwest quarter; then North 
along· the West line of the East half of the Southeast 
quarter of the Northwest quarter of said Section 14 to 
the North line of the Southeast quarter of the North
west quarter of said Section 14; then West along 
the North line of the Southeast quarter of the 
Northwest quarter of said Section H to the South
west corner of the East three-quarters of the Northeast 
quarter of the Northwest quarter of said Section 14; 
then North along the West line of the East three-quar
ters of the Northeast quarter of the Northwest quarter 
of said Section 14 to the Northwest corner of the East 
three-quarters of the Northeast quarter of the North
west quarter of said Section 14; then West along the 
North section line of said Section 14 to the Southeast 
corner of the Southwest quarter of the Southwest quar
ter of the Southwest quarter of Section 11, Township 25 
South, Range 27 East; then North along the East line of 
the Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter of the 
Southwest quarter of said Section 11 to the Northeast 
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CC<(ner thereof; then Y\'·t=·,3~ ~:.~c2·~6 the North li11e of th;::; 
Soutlnvest quarter of th;:, South-west quarter of the 
Southvvest quarteJ: of said c;ection 11 to the \\Te.st S'2C

tiun line of Ssction l l, Township S5 Scn.:th, R1ng-e :21· 
Ec.st; then ?\orth along the "\'\lest ~~Ection line of s.~tir_l 
Sec~icn ll to the ~·\ol~::h·~-..~e,.:;t eol·ner of the South\v;~'st 
Qll<U"tel' of The Soutlnves (!UcH'Cec· of c;aid ~)ection n; 
then East to the South\Yecst corne1· of L~1e East half of 
the E:'outhwest qcwrter of the N orth~,,_-est qwu·te1· of the 
Suuth\n:st quar~er of s'"lcl Section <1; Uwn North 
the West line of th2 East hod£ ci' the Southwest quart~:_:r 
of E;:.:, ]\~ orthwest quarte1· of the Sontb west quarter of 
s~id Sectior: 11 to th·:~ l,Jori~h1.vest coi·ne:t thereof; thc-:n 
East to the Scmth\vest corncl' of the Ea,st half ,~,f thco 
::; ortheaE:t qnarteJ' of the _N Ol'th'.'.'est C[mtrtcJ' ef ·i:llC 
Soutlnv-est quarter· of said Section 11; the:t l':ort~~ a1oug 
the \\'est line of the East hc1lf of the E<lst hrl!f of i:ht: 
1\ o;_·rhwEst quarter of thE, South-west qu;n·ter of c::1id 
SectioE ll to a point on E':lid li11e 50 feet South of th; 
I< od hwcE;t COl'11E.l' of ~h2 East h<l.lf •.f the East half of 
the Nort1nn·st quarter of the Southwer't qu:~rter of said 
Secticn 11; then East ahwg a line parallel to the :North 
lin2 of the South half of said Sedioil 11 to :1 point vn 
the E2st lins of the Northwest cpartsi' of the Sontlnv-est 
quarter of said Section 11, 50 feet South o£ the North
east col'ner cf the N orth\vest quarter of the Southwec;t 
qci::~na· of said Section 11; theE North alo11_g- the Enst 
line c!f the Ncnthwest quarter of the Southwest quari:e1· 
of ;;aid Section 11, 50 feet to the Northeast corner 
thereof; then Ea.st along thl~ North lin<:· of the South 
half of said Section 11 to the Southwest cm·ne1· or the 
East half of the Southwest 'lUarter of the Southeast 
quarter of the Northwest qu:irter of said Section 11: 
then N Olth along- the '\Vest line of the East half of the 
Southwest quarter of the Southeast quarte~· of the 
Northwest quarter of said Section 11 to the Northv.;est 
corner thereof; then East along· the North line of the 
SouthviT<cst quarter of the Southeast qual·ter of the 
Northwest quarter of said Section 11 to the Northeast 
comer thereof; then 1'~ orth along the West line of the 
East quarter of the Northwest quarter of sa~d Section 
11 to the Southwest corner of the Northeast quarter of 
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the Northeast quarter of the ]'.~orthwec;t qum·ter of said 
Section 11; then East along the South line of the Korth
east quarter of the Northeast quarter of the N mthwest 
quarter of said Section 11 to the Southeast corner 
thereof; then North along the half~section line of Ssc
tion 11, Township 25 South, Range 27 East, Section 2, 
Township 25 South, Range 27 East and Section 35, 
Tovvnship 24 South, Range 27 East to the Northeast 
corner of the South,vest quarter of said Section 35; 
then \Vest along the N o:rth line of the South>i\'est quarter 
of said Section 35 to the Southwest corner of the South
east quarter cf the N orthv.rest quarter of said Section 
35; then North along the West line of the Southeast 
quarter of the Northwest quarter of said Section 35 to 
the Northwest corner of the Southwest quarter of the 
Southeast quarter of the Northwest q L<arter of said Sec~ 
tion 35; then \Vest along the North li"i--te of the Southeast 
quarter of the Southwest quarter of the l\Torthwest quar
ter of said Section 35 to the Northwest con1er thereof; 
then South along the West line of the Southeast quarter 
of the Southwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of 
said Section 35 to the Southwest corner thereof; then 
West along the North line of the Southwest quarter of 
said Section 35 to the Vl est quarter corner of 
said Section 35; then South along the W c:st section line 
of said Section 35 to the Southeast corner of Section 34, 
Township 24 South, Range 27 East; then \Vest along 
the South section line of Section 34, Township 24 South, 
Range 27 East to the Southeast corner of Section 33, 
Township 24 South, Range 27 East; then N ol"th along 
the East section line of said Section 33 to the Northeast 
corner of the Southeast quarter of the Southeast quarter 
of the Southeast quarter thereof; then West along the 
North line of the Southeast quarter of the Southeast 
quarter of the Southeast quarter of said Section 33 to 
the Northwest corner thereof; then South along the 
West line of the Southeast quarter of the Southeast 
quarter of the Southeast quarter of said Section 33 to 
the Southwest corner thereof; then West along the 
South section line of Section 33, Township 24 South, 
Range 27 East to the Southwest corner of the South
east quarter of the Soatheast quarter of Section 33, 
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Tt}',"r~~n~.:hip 2-1 SGuth. r~~c~i:.~·e :2~· .I~a.<[; then :--;(}rth 
the \Yest line of the :L,st quarter cf said Section :~3 tc. 
the Southwest corner ,yf the Xonhe<lSt qtmrter of 
Xortheast \lLiaTtel' of ~<aiel Section :33: then E<vt 
the South line c£ th:o .2\ol'theast 'tu,,rtu of the Xo;_·th
east quarter cf said St'ction 3:3 to t'w Southeast corner 
thereof; then Sorth along the E~!~;t section line ol' fwid 
Section 33 to the South1vest corner of Section 27, To>-vn
ship 24 South, Hange 27 East; then East along th, 
South 8'2ction line of S<::ctioll 21, Tmvnship 2J South, 
Hange 27 Ea.st to the half-section line of Section ;~ l, 
Township 2"1 South. Range 27 East; then South 
~he haJJ-section line of said Section :31 to the South\Yest 
corner of the .i\;oi'th\vest quarte1· of th,: :1\ortheast quar
ter of said Secti0:1 3-J; then East along the Nol·th Lf'Wl'ter 
section line of said Section :3-1 tu the Soutlnv.:;;c;t CUl'ilel' 

of the East half o:f the Xortheast c;umte1 of the Xorth
east quarter of said Section 3-±; th,'ll :N,,l·th aloug th' 
\Vest line of the East half of the ..'·;vrtheast. qu;:trtev u( 
the Northeast quarter of s:lid Section 3-l ~o the North
\Vest corner thereof: then \Yest along the North secti<lll 
line of said Section i34 to the SOLlth quarter corner oi 

Section 27, Township 24 South, Rmge 27 Ea;-:t; th<'l~ 
North alo11g the half-section line of 8aid Section 27 [,, 
the Southeast cotnel· of the 1\ortheast qu:n·ter of dw 
NorUnvest quarter of said Section '27: theE \Vest ~doll.:.:· 
thr:.• South line of the Northeast LlLWrter of the l\ odh
west qum·tel· of said Section 27 to the Southwest cun\\'l.' 
therecf; then Korth f'.long the \Vest line of the Kortheas: 
qw\c·ter of the Northv-est quarter of ::;aid Section :21 t< 
the N o·thV>'('st corner thereof; then \Vest a lung· th · 
I\ Ol'th section line of said Section 2'1 to the South we:;;t 
c·cH'11el' of Section 22, Townshi1J 2-1 South, Range :?·; 
East; th:c:n North a 1ollg the ',Vest ~'cci:ion line of Section 
22, Township 2"1 SoHth, Hange 27 East to the i\ orth>Yecd 
conwr of the So,_;t:Jnvest quarter of the Suuth\Yest quar. 
tee of said Section ~;2; then East ;'.loLg the North lint 
of the Southwest quarte1· of the Southwest quarter of 
said Section S2 to the Northeast comer the[euf; thcu 
North along the \\-est q11arter 8cdion line of said Sec
tion 22 to tbo Southe;t:;t con1er of the .NorUnvest qu<JJ
h:cr of the N·orth>Yest quartec· of said Section 2~; then 
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West along the South line of the :No:rth\Ysst quaTter of 
the Northwest quarter of said Section 22 to the South
west corner thereof; then North along the Yvest section 
line of said Section 22 to the Northwest corner of said 
Section 22; then vVest along the South section line of 
Section 16, Township 24 South, Range 27 East to the 
Southv1est corner of the Southeast quarter of the South
east quarter of said Section 16; then North along the 
East quarter section line of said Section 16 to the South
east corner of the Southwest qusxter of the Northeast 
quarter of said Section 16; then \Vest along the South 
line of the Southwest quarter of the Northeast quarter 
of said Section 16 to the South-;,vest corner thereof; then 
North along the half section line of Section 16 to the 
Northwest corner of the Northeast quarter of said Sec
tion 16; then East along the North section line of said 
Section 16 to the Northeast corner of said Section 16; 
then North ~:Jong the West section line of Section 10, 
Township 24 South, Range 27 East and Section 3, Town
ship 24 South, Range 27 East to the West quarter 
corner of said Section 3; then East along the half sec
tion line of said Section 3 to the Northwest corner of 
the Northeast quarter of tb~ Southeast quarter of said 
Section 3; then South along the West line of the 
Northeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of said Sec
tion 3 to the Southwest eorner thereof; then East along 
the South line of the ·Northeast quarter of the Southeast 
quarter of said Section 3 to the Son~heast corner thereof; 
then North along the East section line of said Section 
3 to the East quarter corner of the said Section 
3, then continue North P 16' 56" East 475.13 feet; then 
South 89° 0' 35" East 1020.61 feet; then North 79° 2' 
48" East 1095.42 feet; then North 54 o 44' 3" East 
1864.38 feet; then South 42° 14' L15" East along the 
Westerly right-of--way of Re;::.ms Road 11±08.11 feet; then 
aloncr the arc of a curve cuncave to the Northeast, hav
ing ~ radius of 546.86 feet and an intersection angle of 
46 o 21' 0" a distance of 442.39 feet; then South 88 ° 
35' 45" East along the Southerly right-of-way of Reams 
Road 341.61 feet; then South 1 o 6' 57" West 603.75 
feet to the East quarter cornm· of Section 2, Tovvuship 
24 South, Range 27 East; then East along the South line 
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of the Southvvest quarte1· c>f th0 ~-;.- n:~,,-.__:ot '-fl:.n:: 
Sectiun 1, Tmvnship 2-± South. Range 27 East to a 
25 feet \Yest of the Southeast ccl·ner there,Jf: 
North parallel to the East line of the SouthvYe:'t llil•dtl:'l 

of the Northwest quartE:r of said Section 1 a die;';;,;._,, 
of 598.55 feet to the Southerly ;·ight-of-\Yay line r']' 

Reams Road; then East along said ;::iJdherly right- f
way line a distance of 100 feet; then South 2' ·lo' :-:;• 
East 523.60 feet; then North 89' L13' 41" East a dista:1cl: 
of 52 feet; then South 0 8 12' 22" East a distance u!' ±D 
feet; then North 89° 43' 41" East a distance of :~:2:1 
feet; then South OJ 12' 22'' East a distance of 26 feet: 
then East along the North line uf the Northeast qnarrer 
of the South\vest quarter of snid Section 1 to a 
90 feet East of the Northeast corner thereof; th<''l 
South 5c 34' 381/ \Yest a distance of 911.82 feet: the11 
South along the East line of the l\ortheast qual'ter <;l' 
the South\vest qunxter of Section 1. Tmv:J~ihip 2,± South .. 
R2.nge 27 East a distance of LL20 feet to the Southd'l 
corner thereof; then East ;<long the Suu~h quarter "''"'·
tion line of said Section 1 to the East s8c·tion li11t- ,<· 
said Section 1 and the point of beginning-, 

(2) The follov;ing descl-ibed parceh; shall be excluded ~·,.,,,, 
the District as above described: 

1. Th(~ \Vest 150 feet of the North 300 feet of Lot 11:2. :'.ftm· 
ger Land Company Subctivi:c;ion of Section 2:2, Town:;'J\p 
24 South, Pange 28 Fast; and 

2. That p<:rt of the :.Jorth>vest C[Li<:rtt'r of the Solltb:::: 
quarter of the Southwest qum·ter of Section 22, Tu\' 
ship 2,1 South, Range 28 East lyi11;c- ~\T<;:·th cf U. ~3. !!:;,,. 
state High war,} and East of St<th• r~oacl 535; awl 

3. That p:nt of Lot 109, Mungel· L~>nd Company :::;,,\J'i:
\"ision of Seetion 22, Township 2-1 S,,,~th. r.an!~-t:· 2::- E ,, 
lying N ol'th of U. S. lnterstate Hi.L',·:1'.1·ay -1 ~mel E:,1 
State Road 585; and 

4. Lots 43 ::md 44, :Munger L<md C'1mpany Subcli1·isiilr: •t' 

Section 27, Township 2!1 South, Hang1~ 2."' East; <llld 

b. The ~:-orih 150 feet of Lot 110 lying \Ye,;t of State~ 1(;;; ;! 
535, the: North 150 feet of Lot 111 ancl the ::\ol·lh ]:)1' 
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feet of Lot 112 (less the "\Vest 150 feet thereof), :Munger 
Land Company Subdivision of Section 22, Township 24 
South, Range 28 East; and 

6. Lot 80, :Munger Land Company Subdivision of Section 
29, Township 24 South, Range 28 East. 

Section 2. ApplicabUity of Certain Provisions of Chapter 
298, Florida Statutes, to the Reedy Creek Improvement Dis
trict; Inconsistent Laws InapplicalJle.-The provisions of 
chapter 298, Florida Statutes, and all amendments thereto, 
now existing or hereafter enacted, are hereby declared to be 
applicable to the Reedy Creek Improvement District insofar 
as not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act or any sub
sequent special acts relating to the Reedy Creek Improvement 
District. Except as may be otherwise provided in this Act, 
the Reedy Creek Improvement District shall have all of the 
powers and authorities mentioned in or conferred by chapter 
298, Florida Statutes, and acts amendatory thereof. N otwith
standing the foregoing, the provisions of sections 298.07, 
298.11, 298.12, 298.14, 298.15, 298.17, 298.18, 298.20, 298.23, 
298.24, 298.25, 298.35, 298.37, 298.38, 298.39, 298.40, 298.401, 
298.41, 298.42, 298.44, 298.45, 298.46, 298.48, 298.52, 298.56, 
298.57, 298.61, 298.69, 298.70, 298.71, 298.72, 298.73, 298.'74, 
Florida Statutes, and amendments thereto, shall not be appli
cable to the Reedy Creek Improvement District. In the event 
of a conflict between the provisions of this Act and the pro
visions of any other law, now existing or hereafter enacted, 
the provisions of this Act shall control to the extent of any 
such conflict unless such enactment shall specifically repeal or 
amend the provisions of this Act. 

Section 3. Dejim:tioJis.-Unless the context shall indicate 
otherwise, the following words as used in this Act shnll 1nvs 
the following meanings: 

( 1) "Airport facilities" means airport facilities of all 
kinds including, but not limited to, landing fields, hangan;, 
shops, terminals, buildings and all other facilities necessary 
or desirable for the landing, taking off, operating, servicing, 
repairing and parking of aircraft and helicopters, and the 
unloading and handling of passengers, mail, expresEJ. and 
freight, together with all necessary appurtenances and equip
ment and all properties, rights, easements and franchises re-
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trative expenses; such other expenses as m<~Y be necessary or 
incidental to the acquisition, construction or reconstruction 
of any project or to the financing thereof, or the development 
of any lands within the District; and reimbursement of <my 
public or private body, person, firm or corporation for any 
moneys advanced in connection with any of the foregoing 
items of cost. Any obligation or expense incurred prior to the 
issuance of bonds in connection with the acquisition, construc
tion or reconstruction of any project or improvements 
thereon, or in connection with any other development of land 
that the Board of Supervisors of the District shall determine 
to be necessary or desirable in carrying out the purposes of 
this Act, may be treated as a part of such cost. 

( 6) "District" means the Reedy Creek ImprO\'ement Dis
trict. 

(7) "Landowner" means the owner of the freehold estate, 
as appears by the deed record, including private corporations 
having such an ownership interest, and shall not include re
versioners, remaindermen, trustees (other than per:oons own
ing the freehold estate as of deed record) or mortgag-ees, who 
shall not be counted and need not be notified by publication, 
or served by process, but shall be represented by the present 
owners of the freehold estate in any proceeding under this 
Act or under chapter 298, Florida Statutes. For purposes of 
this Act the landowner of condominium parcels or property 
shall be the association responsible for the operation of the 
condominium. 

(8) "Parking facilitie8" means lots, garages, parking term
inals and other structures (either single ot multi-level and 
either at, above or below the surface) for the off-street park
ing of motor vehicles, open to public use with or without a 
fee, including, but vvithout limiting the generality of the fore
going, facilities for trucks and buses, waiting rooms, lock
ers, and, if deemed necessary or desirable by the Board of Su
pervisors, space to be leased for such uses as the Board of 
Supervisors may deem advisable, and all facilities appurtenant 
thereto, including on-street parking meters, and all property 
rights, easements and interests relating thereto which the 
Board of Supervisors deems necessary or desirable for the con
struction or operation thereof. 
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(D) "Plat" means a map Ol' dnn..-ing-, depicting the di 
of lands into lots, blocks, parcels, traets, sites or othe1· di
visioPs, however the same rw'.y be designated. 

(10) "Project" rc1eans any deYelopment, impro\-em"';l'. 
property, utility, facility, works, road, sidevvalk, enterprise, 
service or convenience, including >vithout limitation public 
h·ansportation facilities and devices and telephone and other 
commtmication facilities and services, now existing· or hen·
after cmdertaken or established, that under the provisions of 
this Act or under chapter 298, Florida Statutes, the District 
is authorized to construct, acquire, undertake or furnish fo1· 
its O\Yn use or for the use of any other person, firm or cur
poration, owning, leasing or otherwise using the same, for any 
profit or non-profit purpose or activity, and shall include. 
without limitation, such repc,irs, replacements, additions, ex
tensions and betterments of and to any project as may be 
deemed necessary or desirable by the Board of Supervisor,, 
to place or to maintain such project in proper condition for 
the safe, efficient and economic operation thereof. 

( 11) "Sewer system" means any plant, system, facility or 
property and additions, extension8 and improvements theretn 
at any future time constructed o1· acquired as pccrt thereof. 
useful or necessary or h<wing the present capc.city for future 
use in connection with the collection, trentment, ptlri:fication 
or disposal of sewage, including \Vithout limitation indush·ial 
wastes resulting from any processes of industry, mrmnfacture. 
trade or business or from the development of any natural 
resources; and, without limiting the generality of the foregu
ing, shall include treatment plants, pumping stations, lift sta
tions, \"alves, force mains, intercepti~~.s sewe1·s, laterals, pl·e::o
sure lines, mains and all necessary appurtenances and equip
ment, all sewer mains, laterals and other devices for the recep
tion and collection of sewage fl·om pl·emis<?s connected there-· 
with, and all real and pe1·sonal property and any interest 
therein, rights, easements and franchis•2s of any nature what
soever relating to any such sysl:em and neeessal·y or conve•<ie,:t 
for the operation thereof. 

(12) "Subdivision" means the division of a p21rcel of laml, 
whether improved or unimproved, into two or more l,)ts or 
parcels of land for the purpose, \Vhether immediate or future, 
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of transfer of owr.ership or building development where the 
subdivider advocates, proposes, suggests or exhibits a proposed 
plan, map or plat of development of the land or where the sub
divider proposes to create a street, right-of-way or easement 
that joins or connects to an existing public street for ingress 
and egress, or to change an existing public street. 

( 13) "\V aste collection and disposal system" means all the 
facilities of the District for the collection and disposal of 
garbage and other waste matter, except sewage but including 
liquid -.,vaste material from septic tank and grease trap systems, 
together with digested sludge from sewage treatment plants, 
and shall include all such facilities, including incinerators, com
posting plants or other means of disposal constructed or ac
quir<ed pursuar:t to the provisions of this Act, or hereafter con
structed or acquired by the District from any other source 
whatsoever. 

(14) "\Vater and flood control facilities" means any canals, 
ditches or other drainage facilities, reservoirs, dams, levees, 
sluiceways, dredging holding basins, floodways, pumping sta
tions or any other works, structures or facilities for the con
servation, control, development, utilization and disposal of 
water, and any purposes appurtenant, necessary or incidental 
thereto, and includes all real and personal property and any 
interest therein, rights, easements and franchises of any nature 
relating to any such water and flood control facilities or neces
sary or convenient for the acquisition, construction, reconstruc
tion, operation or maintenance thereof. 

(15) "·Water system" means any plant, system, facility or 
property and additions, extensions and improvements thereto 
at any future time constructed or acquired as part thereof, use
ful or necessary or having the present capacity for future use 
in connection with the development of sources, treatment, or 
purification and distribution of water for domestic or industrial 
use and, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, in
cludes dams, reservoirs, storage tanks, mains, lines, valves, 
pumping stations, laterals, and pipes for the purpose of carry
ing water to the premises connected with such system, and all 
real and personal property and any interests therein, rights, 
easements and franchises of any nature whatsoever relating to 
any such system and necessary Ol' convenient for the Opera-
tion thereof. . 
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\ 16) Heferences iE this Ad to the te!·;.·itorial u 
limits of the District mean snch limits or bound,uies ~~s th-:: 
same may from time to time be expanded, cor;tracted o1· othH·
vvise revised by law or in any proceedings taken under thi:-
Act, and any actions that ma:v be h~ken by Ol' on behalf o~· tht: 
District under this Act within the lirnits or bo~<Edarie.;; of thr: 
District may be taken v;ithin sueh limits or boumlaries as ex
panded, contracted or othenvise reYised. 

Section 4. Board of Superuisors; Elections; Orucuzi:oUon; 
Term of Office; Quormn; Amwal 2~1eetiilf/S, Report cmcl Jlinutes. 

(1) The Board of Supervisors of the Reedy C1·eek Impro\·e
rnent District shall be the governing body of the District and 
shall, subject to the pro1<'isions of this Act, exercise the po1.ver~ 
granted to the District under this Act and unde1· chapter 298, 
Florida Statutes. The Board of Supervisors shall consist of fivr::: 
( 5) members, and except as otherwise provided herein each 
member shall hold oflke for a term of four (4) years and unti: 
his successo1· shall be chosen aEc1 shall qualify. A majority r1f 
the members of the Board of Supen'isors shall be residents of 
Orange or Osceola Counties, or some adjoining county. JJI c•f 
the membe1·s of the Board shall be owners of land ·withi11 tlk 
District. 

(2) The election of the three (3) members of the Bt1anl ,,,. 
Supervisors of the Heecly Creek Drainage District. heid or, 
June 6, 1966, is hereby ratified, confirmed and approwd. Th:, 
members of the Board of Supervisors of the Reedy Creek Drair.-
age District in oflice on the date of enactment of this Act 
shall constitute members of the Board of Supervisors of the 
Eeedy Creek Jmpron:oment District and shall continue to huid 
office until June 6.. 1967 and thereafter for a term of t\vo (~) 
ye<tl'S commencing on June 6, 1967 and until their .St:L'l'e~o:;s:we:: 
are cho."en ~~nd .sh:::\ll qualify. 

(3) The first annual meeting of the lanckvvners of the Di;.:
trict under this Aet shall be held in the month of l\Iay, 1%7, 
for the pm·pose of electing- two (2) supervisors for a term of 
four (4) years commencing Oil June 6, 1967 and until their 
successors are chosen and slwll qn<1lify. If for any reason such 
first annual meeting camwt be held in I~1ay, 1967, then ::;uch 
meeting shall be held as soon as practicable thereafte1·. There-
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after. an m~nnal meeting of the ]andownel·s shall be held dur
ing the month of May of each yea1·. 

( 4) Follo-.ving the first annual meeting of the landowners, 
elections of supervisors shall be held every two (2) years for 
the purpose of electing two (2) or three (3) supervisors, as 
the case may be, as successors to the supervisors whose terms 
expire in ,Tune of such year. Each supervisor so elected shall 
hold office for a term of four ( 4) years, commencing as of the 
first Tuesday in June of the year of his election, and until his 
successor is chosen and shall qualify. Such elections shall be 
held at the anmwl meeting of the landowners of the District 
hCJd in such year . 

( 5) At all elections of supervisors, each landowner shall 
be entitled to one (1) vote in person or by written proxy 
for every acre of land and for every major fraction of an 
acre owned by him in the District. The ownership of land 
or lands aggregating in excess of one-half acre and less than 
one (1) acre shall entitle the landowner to one (1) vote with 
respect thereto. Except as otherwise provided hereinabove, 
there shall be no more than one (1) vote for every acre of land 
within the District, regardless of the number of fractional 
or other ownership interests held therein. Ownership of one
half acre or a lesser fraction of an acre shall not entitle the 
owner thereof to a vote. The person receiving the highest 
number of votes for the office of supervisor shall be declared 
elected. If at any meeting of the landowners more than one 
( 1) office of supervisor is to be filled, a separate vote shall 
be taken on each such ofrlce. Tie votes shall be decided by lot. 

( 6) All supervisors shall hold office for the terms for 
which they are elected or appointed and until their successors 
shall be chosen and qualify. In case of a vacancy in the office 
of any supervisor, the remaining supervisor or supervisors 
(even though less than a quorum) may fill such vacancy until 
the sooner occurrence of (a) the uext annual meeting of the 
landowners, when a successor to such appointee shall be 
elected by the landowners for the unexpired term, or (b) the 
election by the landowners of a successor to such appointee 
for the unexpired term, at a special meeting of the landown
ers called for such purpose at any time upon written request 
of the landowners as provided in section 5 of this Act. In the 
event any vacancy remains unfill€d for more than thirty (30) 
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days after such vacancy occurs. it may be filled by YL•tc '"' 

the landowners at a meeting of landowners called for such 
purpose, and the person so elected shall replace any person 
who may have been elected by the remaining superYisL>r or 
supervisors after the landovvners h<:.ve made a written l't''-)ll'2St 

for such an election as provided in section 5 of this Act. 

(7) As soon as practicable after each election. the B•)ard 
of Supervisors of the District shall organize by choosing Oll(; 

of their number President of the Board of Supervisors and by 
electing a Secretary, who need not be a member of the Board. 
The Board of Supervisors shall adopt a seal which sh,:J1 be 
the seal of the District. 

(8) A majority of the members of the Board of Supenisoi·" 
shall constitute a quorum. 

( 9) At each annual meeting of the landowEers of the Di;o
trict the Board of Supervisors shall report all >vork und•?rt:lken 
or completed during thE: preceding year and the statm; cf flp 
finances of the District. 

( 10) The Board of Supervisors shall keep a permnnent rec. 
ord book entitled "Record of Governing Board of Reedy Creel-
Improvement DiRtrict", in vvhich shall be recorded minutes of 
all meetings, resolutions, proceedings, certitkates, bonds gi\'E:J! 

by all employees, and any and all corpo1·ate acts, >Yhich bc•ol: 
shall ~~t reasonable times be opened to public inspection. Sue1: 
record book shall be kept at an ofiiee or other reguh1· pLtcL 
of business maintained by the Board of Supervisors i~: (lr:m~~ 
or Osceola County. 

( 11) \VhcncYer any election shall be ~tu thorized or l'2lllli red 
by this Act to be held by the landowners at any 1l:trticular 
or stated time or day, and if for any reason such election i~ 
not held at such time or Oil snch cL:y. then in :ouch "''-C'l't 

the power or duty to hold such electior) shall not Ct';)Se nr 
h:rJ::;e, but such election shall be h?ld thereafter when practica
b12, ~'nd in accordance \Yith the lJl'GCl'l1ures pl'C\'icled b,· thi" 
Act. 

SE~ction 5. Notice rtJid Call of Meetin,rts t'f Lundo!CIICrR. 
Quornm; Ad,imll'l!'inf!IIt,"; Rcjn-e.c:e;Jolio!! at Meetings; Recall, 
Takiug Action. ·without Mcetinu.-
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(1) The Board of Supervisors shall provide for the giving 
of notice of all meetings of landowners by publication once a 
,veek for two (2) consecutive weeks prior to such meeting in 
a newspaper or ne\vspapers published or of general circula
tion in Orange and Osceola Counties. Meetings of landowners 
shall be held in a public place, or any other place made avail
able for the purpose of such meeting, in Orange or Osceola 
County, and the place, date and hour of holding such meeti11g 
and the purpose thereof shall be stated in the notice. Land
owners representing a. majority of the number of acres in 
the District, present in person or by proxy, shall constitute a 
quorum at any meeting of the landowners. 

(2) The Board of Supervisors shall have the power to call 
special meetings of the landowners at any time to receive re
ports of the Board of Supervisors or for such other purpose as 
the Board of Supervisors may determine. A special meeting 
of the landowners may also be called at any time upon notice 
as provided hereinabove at the written request of the owners 
of not less than twenty-five (25) per cent in acreage of the 
land within the District for the purpose of (a) filling any 
vacancy on the Board of Su}Jervisors remaining unfilled for 
more than thirty (30) days after such vacancy occurs, (b) re
calling any supervisor theretofore elected or designated and 
filling such vacancy for the unexpired term, or (c) taking 
any other action by the landowners of the District. Such spe
cial meeting shall be called by any court of competent juris
diction in the event that the Board of Supervisors fails to do 
so upon request as provided in the preceding sentence. Except 
as otherwise provided in section ·'l of this Act with respect 
to the election of supervisors, action taken at a meeting of 
the landowners shall be by the affi:nnative vote of the owners 
of at least a majority in acreage d the land within the Dis
trict repl·esented at such meeting. 

(3) If no quorum is present or represented at a meeting 
of the landowners at the time and place the same is called to 
be held, the landowners present and represented, although less 
than a quorum, may adjourn to another time or day, and at 
such or any subsequent adjourned meeting may, if a quorum 
is then present or represented, take any action that the land
owners could have taken at the meeting or meetings so ad
journed for lack of a quorum. 
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depositories in which the funds of the Board and of the Dis
trict shall be deposited any banking corporation organized un
der the laws of the State of Florida or under the national 
banking act, doing business in the State of Florida, upon such 
terms and conditions as to the payment of interest by such 
depository upon the funds so deposited as the Board may deem 
just and reasonable. 

(3) The State Comptroller may from timf~ to time adopt, 
revise and rescind rules and regulations prescribing the quali
fications of depositories of funds of the DistTict and establishing 
requirements for security to be given by depositories with re
spect to such funds. In the absence of any such rules and regula
tions issued by the State Comptroller, the Board of Supervisors 
may prescribe the qualifications of depositories and the re
quirements for security to be given by depositories. 

( 4) The Board of Supervisors may employ a fiscal agent, 
who shall be either a resident of the State of Florida or a cor
poration organized under the laws of this or any other state 
and authorized by such laws to act as such fiscal agent for 
municipal corporations in the State of Florida and who shall 
assist in the keeping of the tax books, the collection of taxes 
and the remitting of funds to pay maturing bonds and coupons, 
and perform such other or additional services and duties as 
fiscal agent and receive such compensation as the Board of Su
perdsors may determine. 

Section 8. Powwrs and Duties of the Board of Supervisors. 
-Except as otherwise provided in this Act, all of the powers 
and duties of the District shall be exercised by and through 
the Board of Supervisors. Without limiting the generality of 
the foregoing, the Board shall have the power and authority 
to: 

( 1) Employ engineers, contractors, consultants, attor
neys, auditors, agents, employees and representatives, as 
the Board of Supervisors may from time to time determine, 
on such terms and conditions as the Board of Supervisors 
may approve, and fix their compensation and duties. 

(2) Adopt by-laws, rules, resolutions and orders pre
scribing the powers, duties and functions of the officers 
of the District, the conduct of the business of the District, 
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1v:::.ters m· othEx p:·operty subjsct to the r2;lccileme:<L 
dt~c:: prc>22SS ns to r;rivatels·· o\vned p:·opelt:;··. 

Execute nH contract:~ and othe:.· docun12Ets. ,;~··· 

all procee-~1inr:~·s ~tnd nll Rcts detel·Ini.ned by th·~
Board of Supei·visor:; to be necessary or desirable tc GFT.'. 

out the pmTr;se.s uf this Act. The Bo:.cnl mn~" :l.lrthcrize 
or more m:::mLen of th<; Iloard to executE c':>clh:c:-t.s :.lL.i 

(6) Establish ancl cr2ate snch d;?partme1,tf:, b:nn:L 
other age1:cies as from tirE'~ to tirrw t~e BD:crd C'f Sn})'·"·
vis'WS nny deem necess:~l"'>' or desirable in t1E 

po;:re'fS pl·o'.Tided in -~lrJis 1;_c.t, and to cl::lt..'~..:·:·lte to ~t~cl1 (L-

pac·tme~rts, bo~;<·tL' ;ll' oth::r such ~>dminL~tr:1U,·, 
dutiss and other poy,·er~~ i:': ~~he Boanl of Supervisor2 n'l~c:> 
c1eern nec-e~:;s;.tr:'v~ o1· dt:~.~tt·r;.bl.~~ 'The Board of SnpPr"'._·is•y:_·;
may ~;,ppobt a person to art ~1s general nwnag·er d t.1-:c~ 
District, lnxin?: Sl.!Ch otlicial title, t'llildttms, ckties ~:u; 
pl\we1· as thi~ Boanl may prescribe. 

(7) Exarnine, and ~tut~lo.ri?::.: a11y oiTi.ce:_· ()l' r:g·en-~ 
~he District to examine, the county tax ~·oils ·with I'eS[''~-·; 
to the assessed valuation o-f i:h:~ rect1 ~mel pensrmal prore~·:c,
wi.thin the Di.strict. 

s,~ction 8. Powus of the Districf_---ln addition to ar:d n(< 
in iimitation of the powers and authorities of the Disi:Tict n:~iCL"' 
chapter 298, Flol'ich~ Statutes, and amendments thec·e"c·. ~r" 
District shall have the follovving povrers: 

(1) Leanl Procecdinas.-To sue and be sued by ito:: '';';·1,. 

in any court of law or in equity. 
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(2) C'orpc1i'(Ytc ScaZ.-To adopt and use a corpo1'.:1tc: .s:::~·l :end 
to altf;r the S<lme at pleasure. 

(3) Ownership and Disposition of P;·oper!:y.-To r.cq:_;i;.·::; 
property, real, personal or mixed, within or without its t:~r:·l

torial limits, in fee simple m· any lesse1· interest or· estate, 
purch~l.SP~ gift. ch:~\·.ise cr le~tse~ on sucl1 teJ:ms and conditlo1L.:!. ;_• . .:~ 
the Board of Supervisors may deem necessary or desirablE, and 
by condemnation (st<bject to the limitations of subsection 5 
hereinbelow), aH provided that the Board of Supervisors de
termines that the use or ownership of such property is nec!2s
sary in the furtherance of a designated lawful pi1rpose 8.u
thorized under the provisions of this Act or chapter 298, Flor
ida Statutes, and amendments thereto; to acquire minen1.l right" 
and 1eases; to acquire title to submerged lands and riparian 
rights and easements or rights-of-way vvith or without l'd;tric
tions within or vvithout the limits of the District; to accept ti~e 
dedication of streets and other rights-of-way on such term,; 
and conditions as the Board of Supervisors may approve; tc 
make purchase money mortgages and deed trusts and other 
forms of encumbrance on any property aequired by the Dis
trict and to purchase property subject to purchase money mort
gages, or other encumbrances; and to mortgage, hold, Dan
age, conh·ol, convey, lease, sell, grant or otherwise dispose d 
the same, and of any of the assets o.nd properties o:f the Di:"-
trict, with or without consideration. 

(·1) Lease of Fad.)ities.-vVhenever deemed necessary or de-· 
sirable by the Board of Superviso1·s, to lease as lessor or lessrc:c= 
to or from any person, fiTm, corporation, association or bod::;,. 
public or private, any projects of the type that the District i~

authodza! tc undertake and facilities or property of any na
ture for the use of the District and to carry out any of the 
purposes of the District, subject to the limitations of section 21 
of this Act. 

(5) Eminent Doma,in.-To exercise within or without the 
territorial limits of the District the right and power of emi
nent domain in aH cases and under all circumstances pi\)Yidrd 
for in sections 298.22 and 298.62, Florida Statutes, and amend
ments thereto. In addition to and not in limitation of the fon"
going, the Distriet may also exercise the right and po;ver cd' 
eminent domain within the territorial limits of the District 
for the purpose of condemning any real, personal m· mi:-::ed 
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pl'opert:.~ .. public or pl~:\~atc, ir:cl~lc~~n_;~ \Yit1'1out liiEitai:i!~'L 1-·~·: ... i:
r~rty O'\YEcd b:~,- ~rny other political body or rnuniciprd eo:·pc::~'(~ .. 
tiJn, ~.vh1eft the Boal·cl iJf SuperYisors sh:1tl deen1 necc3-~?~arr ir'; 
t11e use of, constructioll or operation of any (•£ the project-.; ,,· 
th::; DistTict or otherwi2e to carry out ;wy of the pm·poc;es 
the Distl'ict. The power cf condem.nation sh<11l be exercised E 

the same manne1· as is llO\Y pro-.-ided by the general la'.vs . f 

the State. In any proc;;eding under thi;: Act 0r undec· char;~!:Y 
298, Florida Statutes, for the taking of property by emil;ent 
clornain cr condemnation, the Board of Supecdsoi·s is au~hD·:·iz::·d 
to ftle deeli1Xation of bking immediate possession of the pl'CI•· 
erl:y before the final trial by making deposit as to value '"~ 
provided by the general statutes, and shall have all the benet1ts 
provicle~1 by chapters 73 and 7~1, Florida Statutes, and arnend
ment3 ttel·eto, or any other statutes of the St::<te cf Flnl'id~'
whieh giYe tht? right to immediate taking ;;;,nd poss2ss;Oil. Nc, 
pub;_ic o~· private body, :mel no agency or authority of the Stab: 
or any politicC~l subdi \·is ion thereof, shall exercise the po·,vct" 
of eminent domain or condemnation IYith respect to ar:y of tlk 
properties, easements or rights O\vnecl by the District and J:,. 
ing \vithi n the District except 1vith the concurrence of th,; 
Board of Supervisors of the District:, \<;hich Ahall not be unreel 
sonably withheld. 

(G) Reclamation; Dminayc: hti.qufir•u.-To adopt a 
of recl2mation, and to mvn, aequire, construct, reconstnwr. 
equip, operate, maintain, extend and improve canals, ditehe:'; 
dl'Jins, dikes, levees, pumps, ·plants and pumping systems ami 
other \Vorks fen· drainage purposes, and irrigation works, ma
chinery and plants. 

(7) Water end Flood Control; Emsinll Confml; ElirJibilif_;, 
for State Assistcwcc.---To own, acquire. construct, reeonsh·ncl. 
equip, maintain, operate, extend and improve \\·ater ~tnd .t1ord 
c.onb·ol facilities; to regulate the supply and le,,;el 0f \Vater 
within the District; to divert water:3 from one <U\='a, lake. pond, 
river, stream, basin, or drainage or water flood control facility 
to ar:_~· other area, lake, poncL river, stream, basil;, or drninag:to 
and \Vater fiood control facility; to regulate, control and restrict 
the de\·elopment and use of n.::;tural Oi' artificial stream:'l or 
hoclies of \Vater, lakes or ponds; and to take all measures de-
termined by the Board of Supenisors to be necessary or de, 
sirable to preYent or alleviate land erosion. Subject to the limi-
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LAWS OF FLORIDA CHAPTER G7-76-1 

tations of subsection 2 of section 11 of this Act, the povvers 
granted to the District by this subsection 7 shall be exclusive 
within the area of the District of the exercise of the same or 
like powers by any other public body, agency, authority or sub
division, and no other public body, agency, authority or sub
division shall within the area of the District exercise the same 
or like powers as are granted to the District under this subsec
tion except upon the concurrence of the Board of Supervisors. 
The Legislature hereby :finds and declares the District eligible 
to receive moneys, disbursements and assistance from the 
State available to flood control or water management districts 
and navigation districts or agencies. 

(8) Water and Sewer Systems.-To own, acquire, con
struct, reconstruct, equip, operate, maintain, extend and im
prove water systems and sewer systems or combined water and 
sewer systems; to regulate the use of sewers and the supply of 
water within the District and to prohibit or regulate the use 
and maintenance of out-houses, privies, septic tanks or other 
sanitary structures or appliances within the District; to pre
scribe methods of pretreatment of wastes not amenable to 
treatment with domestic sewage before accepting such wastes 
for treatment and to refuse to accept such wastes when not 
sufficiently pretreated as may be prescribed, and to prescribe 
penalties for the refusal of any person or corporation to so pre
treat such wastes; to sell or otherwise dispose of the effluent, 
sludge or other by-products as a result of sewage treatment; 
and to construct and operate connecting, intercepting or outlet 
sewers and sewer mains and pipes and water mains, conduits 
or pipelines in, along or under any street, alleys, highways or 
other public places or ways within or without the District, 
when deemed necessary or desirable by the Board of Super
visors in accomplishing the purposes of this Act. 

(9) Waste Collection and DisposaL-To own, acquire, con
struct, reconstruct, equip, operate, maintain, extend and im
prove a waste collection and disposal system, and to sell or 
otherwise dispose of any etrluent, residue or other by-products 
of such system. 

(10) Mosq1t'ito and Pest Controls; Eligibil·ity for State 
.4id.-To establish a program for the control, abatement and 
elimination of mosquitos and other noxious insects, rodents, 
reptiles and other pests throughout the District and to under-
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tak2 such 'Yo~·ks and construct .suc11 facilities \Yithin or \-viti:
out the District as may be determined by the Board of ;;;',: .. 
pe1·visor;:; to be needed tG etfectuate such program; to t,~ 
and suppress mosquitos aud other arthn1pocls, >,vhet~1er dise<V>'
bearir'g or pe.stiferous, 1vithin the District or 'vvithout the Di,; .. 
trict when in the judgment of the Boa1·d cf Supervisors nec-es
SaiT o1· desirable for the heali:h and IYelfare of the inhabitant< 
of m· visitors to the District; and to take any and all ten'-· 
porary or permanent eliminati1·e measures that the Board of 
Supervisors may deem adYisable. 'I'he Le.(dslature hereby find; 
and declares the District eligible to receive State funds, S'1P
plies, services nnd equipment a~;ailable or that may in the 
future be.~ome availnble to mosquito or pest control district~'. 

(H) Airport Facilii:i•"s.-To own, acqnire, construct, n:
co•1o:tn:ct, equip, opentte, maintain, sxte1od and imprnvi: aii'
port facilities. 

(12) Recreation Focdifi:Cs.-To cn.vn, ~:cqui1·e, constrvc;;, 
reconstruct, equip, operatr::, maintain, extend aT:d impn:,v::; 
rga·ks, plnygrounds, picnic grounds, camping Ltcilitie;:;, 

course~J ut}detic fielLt;, n1arina~~ piers. \.\·vhar\·e~~ .. docks. hr~rbor~~, 
boating and fishing facilities, swimming pools, bnthiilg lli~<1cho:.:; 
and. othf~r <vvater recre:ttion facilities .. stac1it:1r:_s~ :JL~di~ori~n1t~<, 
ci·.•ic centers, aquariums, libraries, museums, recn'ational ce;:
ters, coEventhm halls anrl facilities, raclj~; nnd tel':'\isiun se;:d 
ing, transmission and recc:iving stati('li:-:, comrm:nity <mteml:\ 

television systems, ancl cultuntl, reer•,atiunal and ech!catioil:d 
buildings, facilities and pn>jeds of ,c]l kinds and de.sniptlonc:. 

(.13) Pa.>·ki11[J Fncilitie.".-T;:i own, aequire, construct, re-
cn<1struct, equip, ope1·nte, nmintain. Pxtencl a11cl improve park
il~g fac1Hties, to in0trd! n;: c~ause tn be itL:.::;ta1lcc1 p~:r~·jng nl(_~tc~r~;:, 
at or near the curbs of streets, 1'onds .: 1 ,Hl oth'r public -..v«:·'; 
v,rithin the District, and to adopt m<ch regulations and impo;H' 
such charges in connection with any parkinp: farilitie:'l and 
parking meters as the Board of Suprrviscll's nwT deem neces-
sary or desirable. 

(14) F'ire Protcctin}I.--'To own, acr1uir2, constr;wt, n:con
struct, equip, maintain, operate. extend and imprO\;e fn·e con
trol facilities Jor the District, including fil·e stations, water 
mains and plugs, tire trucks and othe1· vehicles and equip
ment, and to undertake snch \Yorks and construct such fa-
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LAWS OF FLORIDA CHAPTER 67-764 

cilities as may be determined necessary by the Board of Su
pervisors to carry out a program of fire prevention and fire 
control within the District. 

( 15) A.duertising .-To undertake a program of advertis
ing to the public and promoting the businesses, facilities and 
attractions within the District and the projects of the District, 
and to expend moneys and undertake such activities to carry 
out such advertising and promotional program as the Board 
of Supervisors from time to time may determine. 

(16) Transportcdion.-To own, acquire, construct, recon
struct, equip, operate, maintain, extend and improve common, 
private or contract carriers, buses, vehicles, railroads, mon
orails, airplanes, helicopters, boats and other transportation 
facilities, whether now or hereafter invented or developed in
cluding \vithout limitation novel and experimental facilities 
such as moving platforms and sidewalks, as may be determined 
from time to time by the Board of Supervisors to be useful 
or appropriate to meet the transportation requirements of the 
District and activities conducted within the District; and to 
extend such transportation facilities to areas outside the Dis
trict in order to provide transportation to and from the Dis
trict. 

(17) Public Utilities.-To own, acquire, construct, recon
struct, equip, operate, maintain, extend and improve electric 
power plants, transmission lines and related facilities, gas 
mains and facilities of any nature for the production or dis
tribution of natural gas, telephone lines, plants and systems 
and other communications systems of any nature, transmission 
lines and related facilities and plants and facilities for the 
generation and transmission of power through nuclear fission 
and other new and experimental sources of power and energy; 
to purchase electric power, natural gas and other sources of 
power for distribution \vi thin the District; and to develop and 
operate such new and experimental public utilities, including 
but not limited to centrally distributed heating and air condi
tioning facilities and services, closed-circuit television sys
tems, and computer services and facilities, as the Board of Su
pervisors may from time to time determine. 

(18) Conservation Areas and Sanctuaries.-To designate, 
set aside and maintain lands and areas within the District 
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stock such areas \Vith aninuJ.l nr:d plant life and t~) stth.J~ ~ · · 
ter <:treD.s \vith fish c·.n~-:1 other· aqttatic life; to :· .·1 
enforce r1_d€~.s and regulations ·y;:ith resp(~,~~ :hereto alH1 ti) lJ. 

teet and presel'\"8 t!H.:l natur.:ll bea1.1t.y thereof; and t;~, 
acts necessary or desirable in order to qualify such !:mel~ ;,>1] 
areas as co~1lservation areas and sancttlfl1'ie:< under n11~- ilf 
la•A·s of the State or undel~ t'edercJ ln\Y. 

(19) Tss?fo.ncc Ecild.~.--To issLF: general ··. '· 
bonds, revenue bonds. a:<se.ssment bmld;:.; m· any o!hel' b;,w], 
or obligations atcthorized by the provisions of this Act Ol' .':r.:: 
other la>v, o1· any con~bin:ttion of the fore;_~·oi2ig-, to pft3- <:.il ur 
part of the cost of the acquisition, construction, ;·ecomtnt<.:
tion, exter:.sion, repair, improvement, mainterlance or op;:-,r ,. 
tion of any project or combination of projects, to pro,·ick f•·r 
any fr,cility, sen-ice or othel' activity d the Di:3trid and t< 
provide for the retirem•.~nt or refuHc1ing· of ;my bondo: or obl;-· 
gations of the Disb·ict, or for any crm:bination of the 
ing purposes. 

(20) OU1cr Pou.xrs; Resea!'ch uiid Dcuelopmcnt.---In adtl:. 
tion to the po\vers specifically provided in this Act, the Distr:,_~ 
shall have the power to own, acquire, construct, reco11struc '. 
equip, operate, rnaintain, extend and imp1·ove such other 
eets as the Bon.rd of Supen·isors may in itfo, discretiun f\,,.; 
necess:1ry or desirable to accomplish the purposes of th1s Ac' 
and to exercise through its Board of Supervisors all P•J\n?).':·' 

necessary, convenient or proper to carr.r out the purpose.; <::' 
this Act. In connection with any of the projects that the Distn' 
is authorized to undertake pursuant to tbe powers and al\thori 
vested in it by this Act, and in order to promote the 
ment and utilization of ne\v concepts, designs and ideas in th, 
fields of recreation and communit.1· living, the District ~.h<tli 
have the power aml authority to examine into, de\·:_' 1up :ucd 
utilize ne\v concepts, designs and ideas, and to owl\, 
construct, reconstruct. equip, operate, m;dntain, extt:nd ~1.nd in< 
prove such experimental publie Ltc:lities and ~ervices. indw< 
ing by way of example and nut of limitati;:m facilities for t.h, 
generation of power by nuclear fissiun, and otherwise to undt•i· 
take, sponsor, finance and maintain such t·esearch :!ctiYii:ic::. 
experimentation and Je..-elopment as the Board may fr,,m til'<·. 
to time determine. 
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-·------~----

Section 10. A .. uthority of the District with Respect to Roads, 
Bridges, Street Lighting, etc.-

( 1) The District shall have the powers, and shall be entitled 
to the benefits and privileges under law, of special road and 
snecial road and bridge districts. The District shall have the 
rhht and power to own, acquire, open, extend, close, vacate, 
abandon, construct, reconstruct, pave, operate, improve and 
maintain highways, streets, toll roads and bridges, alleys, side
>valks, promenades, boardwalks, bridges, tunnels, interchanges, 
underpasses, overpasses, causeways, storm drains and public 
thoroughfares of all kinds and descriptions (hereinafter col
lectively and severally referred to as "public roads") and con
nections to and extensions of any and all existing public roads 
within the District, deemed necessary or convenient by the 
Board of Supervisors to provide access to and efficient develop
ment of the territory within the District; to regulate and con
trol the use, encroachments in, upon, over and under, and the 
obstruction thereof; to erect, maintain, from time to time 
change the location of and operate toll plazas, traffic control 
devices and signs and street signs ; and to construct and main
tain sidewalks and street lights along public roads in the Dis
trict and elsewhere as may from time to time be deemed ap
propriate by the Board of Supervisors adequately to service the 
District and its residential, park, recreational, commercial and 
industrial areas. 

(2) The right and authority of the District to construct, con
trol and maintain public roads and connections to and extensions 
thereof now or hereafter acquired, constructed or maintained 
with public funds shall be exclusive of and supercede within the 
territorial limits of the District the jurisdiction and authority 
of the State Road Department of Florida and of any other 
agency or authority of the State or any political subdivision 
thereof, except as to those portions of State Roads 530 and 535 
and Interstate Highway 4 lying within the District, which shall 
remain under the jurisdiction and authority of the State Road 
Department. No public road within the District or any con
nection to or extensions thereof shall constitute a part of the 
state highway system or the county road system unless so desig
nated by the Board of Supervisors of the District, and no agency 
or authority of the State or any political subdivision thereof 
shall have the power or authority, except with the concurrence 
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l\).:_-uJs 'X~dllll the t~~r~·i~:orLd li111~t~ <·t ::~~-- J~~:c:·. 
~~3-:(:.t:·· l?.r:.'_~ .. \.i~ ;s;3;) ~:.nd 5~S5 an(l l~L~~·~t:~.:;:_r_tt~~, 

Of ~L:~_:; C~:ht:.l' ~t.;;;·~nc~~:· Ol' nut.h~·ll'i of ·[ht~' 3ta~~-2 CJl' c·d; 

suL·d.l-=..'i.~~.ion the1·eof to eontrr.-~/~~ \Vi::l1 {\E(l --> c·L:t.::hL-.·: 
p~·i\·;:~te J)8l'~~OES to O\V11, rl_C·; 1 u.r~:;_, upe~l .. t.:::·=~t(-~·~:.L l::. '.·~,-~, ·J,~·:·. ,_. 
st1·uct:_, pa Ve 7 op·~·l-:JJs. rP.f:.i nt~:inJ ~lnd tc~f ·h~~ 
roc~cL3 ancl by_i,d;·e::: -~,,·:thin the terri tori:_'. 1. 1 ~ Ll i ~:5 './~' tf·t·.' rr ..:, : 

l~·:\cy o~:' tolLs t:1Ed restrictio;:~s on t11e tiS2 uf t.L.:: :_'i)a(l_\\~~·L:-,~~- :.·~ . ..: 
I)L-;tri~~'t n·1a,\:- d_eb.:rrnir:(: tc, b~-; apprU}}:_'.i~tb:-.. , ·.: ~l~2 t;.Ji: 

fJ:.c~.ne:h~s~.:rl th£~ lJist·L·ic-~ ancl no pl'i\'ate j_~-J~v-t co:l::_:<:c::=•~;j t, .. 
~1.n ext~:::nsion of '~~~Y State or ~lny· othet rn~1d \1:ithi-t 
District slnl! reason of cn1ch C•)rmedi•m with :1 ; , · 
r~nd ·v:be?1 not othet\Yise ~J~d.ict1led t~; th~~~ u~e l.·,f the 1itd,;~i . .
::_--;titu~--? or(;::; d~:?eT::J.ed a public 1'\J:-tcl. 

(J) The Bo::n1 c.f 
rig·bt ~-:_-rtd ?lltthorjty tn ~~e1l or 1en:s~: fLl.Y 3.'(·>~-1 tc ti·:,~~~ ~~~;-l_:~_~ 
I)elJ.?,ttrnt~r:t. enter lea~0-]}Ul't"httse ~~_!.::·r:-::<:"~111;.~~-~t-..; "'~vli::t ,.~ 
th•?reto \Vith the State Eo,ul Dep:ll't!nt~nt, ;t:;;1 ;:<,nt:·:JC ,,_-:;_~} 
sarr1e for the ,::,:oTu~truction or 1Tlninb.:,n<1Ece of :.~ny r{_:;-~c\. :-,~-, :-=' 

tern1.s ~1.nd co~1ditions ns the:: r:;u:.-t.::d <"Jf Super'\·i~ -<·s nf the T)i:
ancl th:·.~ Statt; rtoc:.d l)ep~lrt:uv:-nt i.T!.ay ~'!:_::-r('-~'. 1~he ~:)t.~lh~ 
l)0partln;::nt of }.,1oric1n i~l hel·eb:y- 2.uthori~-~:::cl <~~ld c·n1p1l\\~c:.·f.: ~ 
l)Ul'ch:-lse or len~:;e any ro:_td fro:r11 th~~ I)i·::-~t~·ict. en.i_~er };_~.:~:" 
pm·chase agTeements ;,vith respe(t to 'Ch~' .'·'~lEk a:.vl cc;'"ll :: 
01· !1t(·Lint~i1u -~ny rr.ad ,,~}J=hl~l th(; IJi~tricr p:..irsu~~-:.lt tn 
ag:1·z:.:en1ent "\vith the :cc:1rcl of nt' th·._; 1)1::<tric~:. 
c,_,st of any rofd acquin:cl. lem:ed Ol' con.~tructed b:· ~rt · <::t. 
Ii,c;·lc1 -DET.,C1 rtn1Pn~~ Tnn;.- be defr~t.;.~--~~d in -~.~·11: .L~ t)~·· l~: ;:-LL't 

the g<lsoline h1x :t\mcb ac(Ttring to the Stntc lto<c<l D•r'· r>~ 
fol' use in Ornng:e and OsceoLl Counties, :t:" thc> c.!.'-'e r.!. '·'· 
und2r the Pl'o\·isirms c•f Section 16 of A1·r·.·!e> IX of th•,' (,,,,,, 
tntion of Flo1·ic\a, section 208.cU, FloricL :ind <t.i'' flL;-~, 
1H'\1-S of ·fhc St~:.te '\Yith re2.p~~ct to th~:- 11-!)plic~.lti~\:.: nf ta'\.,_~~~ tc\·~ '
upon gasoline, :;peci~ll fuels or r•theT like pnJi.h'crs. 

( 5) The loc;1 tion, design, and con.:;tnlctiun ;If acce~~::: l'l'·:u: · 

[tnd connecting ro~;ds and extensions pf State l{oacis 3:j0 ;.~ :· 
585 and Interstate Hig-lrwa,;.· 4 '"·ithiu the terl'itcrial lin,it• ,, 
the District shall be jointly determined by the Board of s~'l' 
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visors of the Distriet and the State Road Depccrtment of Florida. 
The State Road Departmenl~ d Flc:::i,:L1 is at~thorized and em
powered to relinquish control ·.wer and transfer to the District 
~ell of its rights, title and interest to auy access roads, connr::Ct
ing roac\:.; 0r extemion.s of State Roads 530 and 535 or Interstate 
Highway 4 located within the territorial limits of the Dist-tict. 

Section 11. Adoption, Rwcisz~on rmd Rsvocation of P!an of 
Reclamation; SepteYnber 29, 1966 Stz:pulation ~oith Orange 
Colcnf'u Continued in Effect.-

(1) In addition to and not in limitation of its power'S under 
sectioP 298.27, FloL"ida Statutes, and nmendments thereto, the 
Board of Supervisors may at any time and. from time to time 
adopt, revoke m· modify, in whole or in part, any plan of recla
mation or any plan providing for the drainage of hmds within 
the District, including without limitation any such plan here
tofore approved by the Circuit Court for the Ninth Circuit of 
the State of Florida, and may provide for such new and addi
tional dt·ainage facilities, canals, ditches, levees and other works 
as the Board may determine. In connection with the revision 
of any plan of reclamation or the providing of any new or ad
ditional drainage facilities, canals, ditches, levees o;:· other 
works, or in the event that the total taxes and assessments there
tofore levied or the funds del'ived from the sale of bonds are 
insuflieient to pay thr~ cost of any drainag·e works, be~1eilts may 
be reassessed, additional assessments made and taxes levied in 
accordance with the procedures provided in this Act or in chap
ter 298, Florida Statutes. The Board of Su1Jervisors may at .any 
time approve and make effective technical changes or modifica
tions in any plan of recle>,matio:n or drainage not affecting as
sessed b;:mefits, levy of taxes or the security of bondholders. 

(2) The stipulation dated September 29, 1966 by and be
tween the Reedy Creek Drainage District and Orange County, 
tiled and entered in the proceeding pending in the Circuit Court 
of th::: Ninth Judicial Circuit in and for Orange County, Florida, 
being Case No. Chaneery CG-1061, shall continue to be effective 
and binding on the Reedy Creek Improvement District and 
Orange County and applicable to any plan of Tec1amation now 
or hereafter adopted by the Reedy Creek Improvement District 
unless and until revised m· terminated by agreement of the par
ties thereto. 
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Secti()TI 12. [i'nit ;ru?tff .~ .Prncei'S r)f B()U.rd n,i ~c:.;)/:. ;·-~ 

L·isors to Dts'·!n'uie C»ifs of District end .~clopt Sustcn! P:···-
[!l'cssh·e Drcincge by C;>it:;; Plans of Reclamation cwrZ F: 
inq .-l.J;sessments for Euch Cilit; Amend;ne;d [';:;t Plt'i'.-·-

(1) The J:::oc1.rd of Supervisors of the Dlstrid shall hct\·,, c>: 
poW21' and is hereby acl:horized in its discretion to clr2.in lLl 
reclaim and place under \Vater control or more completely 2 .. 2~1i 
intensively to drain and r2claim and place under water cm1tl·,-,; 
the lands in the District by designated areas or pa1·ts of i:hr, 
District te> be called ''1..mit2." The units into \Vhich the Dish·i•i 
may be so divided shall be giYen appropriate numbers f'r mmle;::. 
by the Board of Superv-isors, so that the units may be :readily 
identified and disti11guished. The Board of Super·;isors sh~<.1\ 
have the I;OVier to nx and determine the location, area and 
boundaries of lands to be; included in each m:cl all such lcnit~ .. 
the order of develo~1ment thereof, and the method of canyii'£.e.. 
on the ',vm·k in each Lmit. The unit system of drainage providecl 
by this ssction may he conducted and all of the proceedings 
this section and this Act authorized in n;sp2ct to such unit 
units may be carried on and COl'ducted at the same time as n··· 
after the work of draining and lH:laiming of the entire Dishict 
has been or is being or shall be instituted or carried on ur:dc·r 
the proYisions of this Act ol· under chaptel· 293, Florida ::ltatutt:'", 
or both. 

(:2) If the Board of Supenisors shall dE .. termi:w that it is <lf.l
visable to conduct the >vodc of dr<:ining and l'cclaiming tlw 
lands in the District units, as authorized by this section, th: 
Bo~wd shall, by resolution, declare its purpose to cond~tct StH:;l 

v;ork accordingly, and shfi1J fix the number, location and bound
aries of and desniption of lands \dthin such unit or units :u:<l 
give them appropr~at\c Humben:; Ol' name;~;. The entir0 Disir1, i_ 

may also be designated as a unit for the pro~:er allocation of Wlch 
part of the plan of reclamation and drainage as benef!ts the 1'11-
tire mstrict. 

(3) As soon as practicable after the adoption of such Te;:;,>1u
tion, the Board of Supc:1·vis\>rs sh•,.l! publish notice once a \\'{:'ek 

for two (2) consecutiYe week:o; in a newspaper or newspaper::; 
published or of general circulation in Orange and Osceola Coun· 
ties, briefly describing the units into which the District has 
been divided and the lands embraced in each unit, giving tlH' 
name, number or other designation of such nnits, requiring nli 
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owners of lands in the District to show cause in writing before 
the Board of Supervisors at a time am.1 place to be stated in 
such notice why such division of the District into such units 
should not be approved, and said system of development by units 
should not be adopted and given effect by the Board, and why 
the proceedings and powers authorized by this section should 
not be had, taken and exercised. At the time and place stated 
in said notice, the Board of Supervisors shall hear all objections 
or causes of objection (all of which shall be in writing) of any 
landowner in the District who may appear in person or by at
torney, to the matters mentioned and referred to in such notice, 
and if no objections are made, or if objections are made and 
overruled by the Board, then the Board shall enter in its min
utes its finding and order confirming the resolution, and may 
thereafter proceed with the development, drainage and reclama
tion of the District by units pursuant to such resolution and 
to the provisions of this Act. The faiiure to make objection as 
provided hereinabove shall constitute a waiver of such objec
tion, and if any objection shall be made and overruled or other
wise not sustained, confirmation of the resolution shall be the 
final adjudication of the issues presented unless a judicial pro-

. ceeding is initiated within ten (10) days after such ruling as 
provided hereinafter. 

( L1) The Board of Supervisors may, as a result of any ob
jections or of other matters brought forth at such hearing, 
modify or amend said resolution in whole or in part, confirm 
said resolution after overruling all objections, or reject said 
resolution, and if such resolution is confirmed, modified or 
amended, may proceed thereafter in accordance with said reso
lution as confirmed, modified or amended. The sustaining of 
such objections and the rescinding of such resolutions shall not 
exhaust the power of the Board under this section, but the 
Board of Supervisors may at any time adopt other resolutions 
under this section and thereupon proceed on due notice in like 
manner as above provided. If the Board of Supervisors shall 
overrule or refuse to sustain any such objections in whole or 
in part made by any landowner in the District, or if any such 
landowner shall deem himself aggrieved by any action of the 
Board of Supervisors in respect to any objections so filed, such 
landowner may, within ten (10) days after the ruling of the 
Board, invoke the jurisdiction of the Circuit Court for the 
Ninth Circuit, and such suits sha1l be conducted like other 
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char:cer!.~ SPitso exc-?r't th:~t said ~n]_t:S ha ',~2 -.-.· 

all othe~· pendi11g ~tctions except criminal actio;1s and >vr:t.~ , ~ 
haL2ES corpu.3. 

(5) \\'"11::?1~ said resolution~~ creati~·1g said unit s~\··~:;tenl .·-~1-· --~· . f:, 

COYlfirr~-led by the Board of .Supervisors (or the C~ir(?tlit c·. ·~'t 
for the ::\inth Circuit, if such pl'uposecl 2lctiml shall be c 
len.:.;:~d by a laJ:do\"vm:;r by the judicial proC'eedings he!·ein::br,·:,, 
authorized), the Boucl of Supen·ism·s may r,cbpt a plan o_r 
of reclamation for and in respect to al'y o1· all such m:its. L:::'l 
have the beEf fits ar;d damages re:mlting thel'e:from assess2d <!:ell 
apportimwd (i) in like manner as is proYided by chal1ter 
Florida Statutes, in l'egard to plans of reclamatio:1 fen· and c:<
Pessments of benef-its and d:mwge:s of the enti1·r; Dish·i:c. <;l· 

(ii) i2: iike manner c"\S is prm·ided for in secticm L10 of _\ct 
fo1· t~1e assessments of benefits. The Board of Superviso;_·s 
have the same po,se:·s in l'2:'lpect to each ~md ali of Sl_ich 1..: -,;:-~ 
as is Yested in the:rn ~vit.I1 l"Cspect to the entire District~ f\Jl t~~,.~ 
pro\-Is~~'Jn:~ cf this ;\(:t sh~tll ap~;ly to th2 drainage~ r-?clan1.r!L· 
and il1llJT'OVCnle:1t of each ... any 1111d all l~"f SUCh uni:s~ a1~d "1· 

enurne~.'~ltion n£ or refer~~nce to ~--'P?!.:_-ii1c 1J0\\-~'1·~~ or duti:~~~~ ~-< ~-to_,-_, 
Supcn:i:sors c;· any other office!'~: or othe1· mattn·s in thL: A•::. 
a::: h:·_·rc·L:a~JO\rf ~>:::t fut~th~ .s11all not lirnit nr re~-~tt~ict th,;:; 

tio.n ~)~:· any and ;.tll c:.f vrcceeding·B anc1 pO\Y2l'S :hereir: t:_-J ti>-
dr£: .:~rid l'C<~!anl..ation cf such u.r1it:j ns fuLly- and 
as j_f ~.::u>.:·}·l ~n~it or units \Ver~:_, ~pec.iticr!.}Jy anrl -··d 

in (~'i.-~-'~'.Y s.;~:etiop ~~nd c~~:U.'~e nf this _(\ct 1YfH:~:e thr-~ 0Etirr: 1 \l:,.:~t--·it.·~ 
i::.; nr r~~fe~_·r·~d to. TJ1 ~_1\:•s;-~ fh2 Bu~tl~t1 of Surv:r\-l:'.:· ;~·-~ 
by- l'C,~Cl]ution oth::_;r-\Yis:~ })l'i~·vldes, n!l <V:JSt~ssnlent::). h:vi~'S-. 1_;·:_:,: ~-~. 
bor•.c:;..; ~1r~d otht~·r ob!ign.tions n1acL_\ le-\ried, assc~.1sed or is,;::;uc\d r 
or in r.:•s;Ject to any ~.::~ch t_n·j-~ (Jr units shall be a lien a:.1d ch;-~ ... ·r· 

;< ncl t; '"" in :-;; ;c }l unit u r un i tf;, resp~'c t iF: ,·, 

for t!J<: L~e;wfi.t of v:hi::h th~ same~ shall bP 12Yi:~d. mad>? o'- j , __ 

sue(:, a::d not upon the l'emniniw:; units or lands in the Th,;LrH: 

(()) The Eo.~11·L1 nf ~:;:_q)Cl'\v]sors nEl:'-~ at aH.Y tin1e an1;.~n(! .ii·,~ 
said resolutinn:s Dr ch~1,nginp: the il_~cation ~lnd description c~f 
lands in any such unit Gr tuits. [wovidecl tlnt it: the loc;cticn ,:: 
or desc1·iption of lands located in any such unit o1· units i; "'· 
changed, notice of such chang·e shall be published as hcn'i::
aboYe re 1uirecl in this section fo1· notice of the formatiocc ,,r 
organization of such unit or units, and all proceedings shall b,, 
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---------
had and done in that regard as are provided in this section for 
the original creation of such unit or units. 

(7) If, after the determination of benefits with respect to 
any unit or units or the issuance of bonds or other obligations 
which are payable from taxes or assessments for benefits levied 
upon lands within such unit or units, the Board of Supervisors 
finds the plan of reclamation of any such unit or units insuffi
cient or inadequate for efficient development, the plan of recla
mation may be amended or changed as provided in chapter 298, 
Florida Statutes, or as provided in this Act, an:d the unit or 
units may be amended or changed as provided in this section 
by changing the location and description of lands in any such 
unit or units or by detaching lands therefrom or by adding 
lands thereto, but only upon the approval or consent of not less 
than the holders of a majority in principal amount of such 
bonds or other obligations, or such other percentage as may be 
required by the terms of such bonds or other obligations (or 
without such consent or approval, if the proceedings authorizing 
such bonds provide that such action may be taken without the 
consent or approval of the holders thereof). In the event of such 
amendment or change, all assessments, levies, taxes, bonds or 
other obligations made, levied, assessed, incurred or issued for 
or in respect to any such unit or units shall be allocated and 
apportioned to the amended unit or units in proportion to the 
benefits assessed with respect to the amended plan of reclama
tion. In the event of the change of the boundaries of any unit 
as provided herein and the allocation and apportionment to the 
amended unit or units of assessments, levies, taxes, bonds and 
other obligations in proportion to the benefits assessed for the 
amended plan of reclamation, the holders of bonds or other 
obligations heretofore issued for the original unit shall be en
titled to all rights and remedies against any lands added to the 
amended unit or units as fully and to the same extent as if such 
added lands had formed and constituted a part of the original 
unit or units at the time of the original issuance of such bonds 
or other obligations, and regardless of whether the holders of 
such bonds or other obligations are tb~ original holders thereof 
or the holders from time to time hereafter, and the rights and 
remedies of such holders against the lands in the amended unit 
or units, including any lands added thereto, under such alloca
tion and apportionment, shall constitute vested and irrevocable 
rights and remedies to the holders from time to time of such 
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b:)nds o::· otber obligations ,as fr:Jly and to the san1·? ,~xter~ a.s ~~ 

such bonds or other obligations had bee11 originally is'"'JHl t .. 
fh1ance th2 in1i_:roven1errts in sucl1 arneEded unit or nr;its u~1dt~··~
such HI:1·2nded !)}an of l'E:('lan1ation. C:,)lT\'"E'l'St?J.y, in the EV'2llt:. u-~ 

the chang·e of the bound[Lries of any unit \Vhere}Jy lat--:ds a~>.: 
detached the1·efrom, ::>.3 p:.·ov-i(lcd fc1· herein. ssicl bncls sc• ds
tached s'i1all be reliev?d and relea~1ed from any fmthel' liabili~_,
for the 8SS9ssment, leYy (Jl' pa~.-mcnt of any taxes fol' the pur
pose of pc1ying the princi~;a1 ox· i11tei~est on atl}'" bonds origi:n~~11:: 
issued for the original l:nit Il\!m ;-:hich said lauls \Yi::l'2 de
tached. 

Sectio:: 13. c·:··cat.{on of S~d;d.Z.st,rict.s.-ri'he Boax·d of Super.,. 
Yisors sri~1.ll prci.;i6c· for th0 fu:rni.shing of the services <lnd faciE
ties authorizecl by this /ic-t throughout the District or in S'JCh 

p:ut or P-'·-~-ts thel'eof as the BonTd of Superdsol··-; shall c1c>!:e1·
mine. For the purp:.?;:e of furnishing such services and facilities 
to <Fty IX11't o:" 11:nt;:; of the District less than the entire area of 
the District, t1l,:3 Board of Su;_-;ec,-isors shall have the povver to 
diYich~ tb:: iJi,trict inLG such subdistricts, units or zones as the 
Board ma3" deem ap;Jtopriate. 

Sec~i.nn 14. Exei'cise by District of its Powers Within Mi'
uiciprtlitil's.-The District shall ha-v-e the power to exercise any 
of its I'ig·h~::. ~Jawe:-~\ privileges and authorities in any ancl all 
portions uf the District lying within the boundaries of the City 
of Bay L:1:.;:e, the City of Heedy Creek, and any other municipal 
curporaticn or other pc.Jitical subdivision, heretofore or here
after c1·eated 0( organized, -;vhose boundaries lie -,,.,;hol1y or 
palt1y within tht: geographic limits of the District, to the same 
extent and in the same manner as in areas of the District not 
i11corporated as p::-~t·t of a rmmieipality or other political sub-
divisi~'n. ·with respect to ::1ny :municipal corporation or other 
political subdi-vision whose boundaries lie partly within and 
p21.rtly wiUI0 1Jt the geographic limits of the District, the Dis
trict shall have the pcnver to exercise its rights, powers, privi
leges ::.md authorities only within the portion of such municipal 
corporation or other })olitical subdivision lying -yvithin the 
boundal'ies of the District, except as otherwise provided in sec
tion 15 of this Act. In the event of a confliet between the pro
visions of this Act a:nd the povvers of the District he·ein pro
vided for and tb~~ proyisions of any charter or law, now or 
hel'eafter enact3cl or adopted, establishing or pertaining to any 
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municipiil corporation or other political subdivision whose 
boundaries lie wholly or partly within the District, the pro
visions of this Act shall control in the portion of such municipal 
corporation or other political subdivision which lies within the 
geographic limits of the District, unless such other enactment 
specifically repeals or amends this Act. 

Section 15. F'wmishing Facilities and Services Within the 
Distl'ict Territory; Limitation on the Exercise of Pow en Old
side the District.-

· (1) The District shall have the power to construct, maintain 
and operate its projects within the geographic limits of the 
District, including any portions of the District located inside 
the boundaries of any incorporated municipality or other po
litical subdivision, and to offer, supply and furnish the facili
ties and services provided for in this Act to, and to collect fees, 
rentals and other charges from, persons, firms, corporations, 
municipalities, counties, political subdivisions and other public 
or private agencies or bodies within the geographic limits of 
the District, and for the use of the District itself. 

(2) The District shall have the power to construct, maintain 
and operate its projects outside of the geographic limits of the 
District, and to offer, supply and furnish the facilities and serv
ices provided for in this Act to, and to collect fees, rentals and 
other charges from, persons, firms, corporations, municipalities, 
counties, political subdivisions and other public or private agen
eies or bodies outside of the geographic limits of the District, 
provided, however, that the District shall not construct any 
project or offer, furnish or supply facilities and services outside 
of the territorial limits of the District except upon the consent, 
approval and certification of any regulatory agency or govern
ing body of the State of Florida or of any municipality or other 
political subdivision thereof whose consent, approval or certifi
cation may be required by law, and provided further, that the 
District shall not engage in the business of furnishing telephone 
service or electrical power for sale to persons, firms or corpora
tions outside of the territorial limits of the District. 

Section 16. Mandatory Use of Certa-in D'istrict Facilities and 
Services.-The District may require all lands, buildings and 
premises, and all persons, firms and corporations, within the 
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l)i.:~t~.·~;~~ C'l' \\·it.hin ~1ny zoHe Ol" area V/itl1in such Distr~--·~ 

o·c1.e:2d ior such purpose, to ucc:e the drainage and reclam:;.tk" 
facilitie". tlood coz;trol facilities, \Vater and seweT systems anri 
·waste c·.)l:ectio': :1 nd dis:)osal syster:1s of the District. S L: bj ect 
to such C\:ceptions ;;s lWcY be pl·ovided by the resolutions, rule:~ 
or b.\<a>,\'S pf the Bo~n·d 0£ Supen·isor:o, and subject to the tenn:' 
::mel p1·o-.-.:isions of a:1y resolution authorizing any bonds 2.nd 
ag:reernents 1vi.th bondholders, no drainD.ge and rech'\matio~l fn
cilitir~s. :l:v>cl control :facilities, ·water and sewer systems Ol' wasLo 
collectim1 and disposal systems shaH be constructed or operated 
\Yithin the Di~'tl·ict tmless the Board of Supei·visors giYes its 
con,cent tnereto and approves the plans and specifications there
for. The \ iolaticn of the foregoing nsel' requirements shall be 
and consti-tute ~~, rnisdemeanor and any person convicted in z.. 
court of compett'ni: j m·isdiction cf violating the same shaH be 
subject to the pen:Jt~es provided by section 775.07, Florida 
Stabtes. and amendments thereto. 

Secti,)'l J 7. Jlri[r~tci!Oilce of Pi'ojeci:s acroR.'J Rights-of-Way.-. 
The Di,,L ic~ shall lvwe tlw poWf)l' to construct :md operate ib 
projects in, along or unct•3l' any sh·eets, al1e:>·s, highways or uther 
public ees Ol' \'7<1ys, and across any drain, ditch, canal, fiood
W<~2•', hu ldin~'.· basin, excavation, 1·ail road l'ight-of-\-vay, tl ack} 
p:n:dt:. t111 or c•.tt, proYidect hov;eyer, that just C0"'-11pensatio:l 
shat: lee paid by the City for any p1·ivate property taken or 
l1:o.n-:_a{."Cc1 b~~ the exe1·cise of such power. 

Section 13. F'ecs, Hc11tals, 'Tolls, Fares and Charges; Pi'oct
clul'c for Aclupfiol! und 21odifimUon: 11Iinimnni Revenue Re
iJ!t i•·one;ds.-

(!) The District :o;hall have the 1'0vYer to prescribe, fix, estab
lish and collect rates, fees, nmtals, tolls, fares or other charges 
(hereinat'ter ,c;;ometimes rei'elTed to as "revenues"), and to re
Ylf'e th;~ Sc1 Ele fre>m tirne to time, for the facilities and services 
furnished or to be furnished by the District, including but not 
limited tu ch'::dnage f<,cilities, •,vat8r and sev;er systems, waste 
collection and disr;csal sy~;;tems, t.::;ll roacls and bridges, trans
portation facilities and othc:i· pub1ic utilities, to recover the costs 
of making connection 1-vith any District facility or system, a•1d 
to provide for re·•scm::~ble pen:tlties against any user or property 
fol' any such n1tes. fees, rentals, tolls, fares or other charges 
that m·e delinquent. 
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(2) No such rates, fees, rentals, tolls, fares or other charges 
for any of the facilities or services of the District, other than 
parking facilities and parking meters, shall be fixed until after 
a public hearing at which all the users of the proposed facility 
cr senices or owners, tenants or occupants served or to be 
served thereby and all other interested persons shall have an 
opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed rates, fees, 
rentals, tolls, fares or other charges. Notice of such public hear
ing setting forth the proposed schedule or schedules of rates, 
fees, rentals, tolls, fares and other charges shall have been pub
lished in a newspaper or newspapers published or of general 
circulation in Orange and Osceola Counties at least once at 
\east ten (10) days prior to such public hearing, which may be 
adjourned from tirne to time. After such hearing such schedule 
or schedules, either as initially proposed, or as modified or 
amended, may be finally adopted. A copy of the schedule or 
schedules of such rates, fees, rentals, tolls, fares or charges as 
finally adopted shall be kept on file in an office designated by 
the Board of Supervisors and shaH be open at all reasonable 
times to public inspection. The rates, fees, rentals, tolls, fares 
or charges so fixed for any class of users or property served 
shall be extended to cover any additional users or properties 
thereafter served which shall fall in the same class, without the 
necessity of any notice or hearing. Any change or revision of 
rates, fees, rentals, tolls, fares or charges may be made in the 
same manner as the same vvere originally established, as here
inabove provided, except that if such changes or revisions are 
made substantially pro rata as to all classes of the type of serv
ice involved no notice or hearing shall be required. 

(3) Such rates, fees, rentals, tolls, fares and charges shall 
be just and equitable and uniform for users of the same class, 
and where appropriate may be based or computed either upon 
the amount of service furnished or upon the number or average 
number of persons residing or working or otherwise occupying 
the premises served, or upon any other factor affecting the use 
of the facilities furnished, or upon any combination of the fore
going factors, as may be determined by the Board of Super
visors on an equitable basis. 

( 4) The rates, fees, rentals, tolls, fares or other charges pre
scribed shall be such as will produce revenues, together with 
any other assessments, taxes, revenues or funds available or 
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pledg-ed for ;.:uch p!wpose, at least sutnc:ient to proYide for t':: 
items hereinafter ]is ted, out llGt EeCeSS<U'ily in the order Stilted: 
( i) to providE t\~r all expenses of operation and maintenance c: 
such facility or :3enice including reser..-es for such purpose ( un
less the Eo;:rd of St:pen~isors shc>ll determine that in onle1· t, 
cany out the purpo.-oes of this Act to pl·ovit1e nu,·el and experi
m~::nta l fac:ilitie~' and se1·vices the requirements of thb elatE? 
(i) are inapp1·opriate ..-dth respect to any such facility or sen
ice), (ii) to r-ay v.-hen due all bonds and interest thereon for the' 
payment of '.Vhic:h such re\·enues are, or shall have been, pledged 
or encumbered, induding- reserves for such purpose, and (iii) tc 
proyide fol' any other funds 1:vhich may be required under Ht(' 

1·esolution or resolutions authorizing the issuance of bonds pur .. 
suant to this Ad. 

(3) The Board of Supel·visors shall have the puv:;er to ente1· 
into contracts for the use of the projects of the District ancl 
with respect to t~1e .sen-ice,, and facilities furnished Ol' to be 
furnished by the Disfxid. including but not limited to senic<· 
,,.greements with Iando\vne1·s and others ·within Ol' without tht: 
District provic!inf',· for th,, drainag-e of land by the District or 
the fmnishing of ~~ny of the other services and facilities of thE 
Distl·ict, for s<.lch consideration and on such other terms and 
conditions as the Board of Superviso~·s msy approve. Such con
tracts and ag-1·eements shall not be subject to the pro\·isions and 
limitation:,; of s~1bsections (2), (3) and (4) above, but (a) shali 
be subject to the limitations of section 15 of this Act, (b) shall 
not be entered into for a period longer than forty (40) year: 
from the efft:cti"v·e <bte thereof, and (c) shall be fair and reason
able in rebtion to the l'<ltes, fees, J:entals, tolls, fares or othec 
charges to be paid by uther users of the facilities and service< 
concerned. ~·Jr, hem·in;c· Ol' notice thereof "'ha1! be rec]uired prio~ 
to the authorizn ti.or: ur execution by the Board of Supervisor,; 
of any such u·Et•·a;:t or agreement, anci the :oame shall not b0 
sub,iect to rc\isicn t'Xcept in accordance with their term:::. Suc-'b 
co11tracts or agTt'!3 Jn;,•nt.s, and revenue;; or sen-ice charges n:

ceived or to be recei>:ecl by the District thereunder, may bt 
pleclg-ecl as security for any of the boncls of the District. 

Section 19. Recoccru of Dclili!]ucnt Clw rges.---In the e\·em 
that <my of the nctes, fee:':. rentals, charges or delinquent penal
ties dmll rot be p:tid as ~·.ncl when due and shall be in defmllt 
for thirty (30) ch-cys o1· mo1·e, the unpaid balance thereof ancl 
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all interest accrued thereon, together with attorney's fees and 
costs, may be recovered by the District in a civil action. 

Section 20. Discont£nuance of Se,n;ice.--In the event that the 
fees, rentals or other charges for the services and facilities of 
any project are not paid when due, the Board of Supervisors 
shall have the power to discontinue and shut off the same until 
such fees, rentals or other charges, including interest, penalties 
and charges for the shutting off and discontinuance and the 
restoration of such services and facilities, are fully paid, and 
for such purposes may enter on any lands, waters and premises 
of any person, firm, corporation or other body, public or private, 
within or without the District limits. Such delinquent fees, 
rentals or other charges, together with interest, penalties and 
charges for the shutting off and discontinuance and the restora
tion of such services and facilities, and reasonable attorney's 
fees and other expenses, may be recovered by the District by 
suit in any court of competent jurisdiction. The District may 
also enforce payment of such delinquent fees, rentals or other 
charges by any other lawful method of enforcement. 

Section 21. Agreements With Pr·ivate Parties Concerning 
the Furnishing of Pacilities and Services.-The District shall 
have the power to enter into agreements with any person, firm 
or corporation for the furnishing by such person, firm or cor
poration of any facilities and services of the type provided for 
in this Act to the District, and for or on behalf of the District 
to persons, firms, corporations and other public or private bodies 
and agencies to whom the District is empowered under this 
Act to furnish facilities and services, and the District may by 
agreement join with any public or privately owned utility plant 
or system in furnishing any of the facilities or services of the 
District, provided, however, that any telephone company, as 
defined in section 364.02, Florida Statutes, and amendments 
thereto, and any privately owned or operated electric power 
company, so contracting with the District, shall be subject to 
the provisions and requirements of general law pertaining to 
certification and regulation of telephone and electric power 
companies, and provided further that the District shall not 
enter into any franchise or other agreement with any person, 
firm or corporation to provide either independently, jointly 
with, as agent of the District or otherwise telephone service in 
any area of the District as to which area such person, firm or 
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corporation does not hold a certificate of com:enience and nec·c''
~:;i ty from the Flol'ida public seryi.ce commission. 

Section 22. Within Act is Pull Authority for the Establi.si•. 
mr:nt of District Projects and Distn:ct Pi.nances.-

(1) The Board of Supervisors shall have exclusive jurisdic-
tion and control over all of the projects of the District, including: 
but not limited to all drainage and reclamation facilities, v,·ate 
and flood control facilities, water and se>ver systems, public 
utilities ~end transportation facilities, and over the budget and 
finances of the District, including ·without limitation expendi
tures and nppTopriations, except to the extent otherwise pru
vided in this Act and except to the extent that the Board o:: 
Supenisors may by agreement vYith any other public or privatrc: 
body authorize the same to exercise jurisdiction or control over 
any of the pro.i ects of the District. Subject to the limitations 
of and as may be othe.nvise required in this section and in sec. 
tion 15 of this Act, it shall not be necessary for the District t,) 
obtain any certiftcate of convenience or necessity, franchise. 
license, pe1·mit or othe1· authorization from any bureau, board, 
commission or li.ke instrumental.ity of the State or any politic([ 
subdivision tl:erec£ in order to construct, reconstruct, acquire. 
extend. repai1·, irnprove, maintain or operate any p1·oject, and 
the rates, fees, rentals, fares, tolls or other charges to be fixed 
and collected 1-Yith respe:::t to the facllities and services of the 
District shall not be subject t/J supervision, regulation 01· th<? 
rate-setting power of any bureau, board, .commission or other 
agency of the State or :my political subdivision thereof. Nothin.e:· 
iE thi." :=oection nr any other section of thi,:; Act sha1l be deeme:d 
to exempt any priYately cnvned or ope1·ated telephone company. 
as defined in sE·ctimT :36,1.0:2, Florida Statutes. and amendment:: 
thereto, or any pri\·ately mvnecl or operated electric power conl
pany, rJr :en:,.~ pe1·:;on. fi.rm or corporation other than the DL:;trid 
acting either incle;)endently, jointly with, as agent of the Di:"
trict o:.· cthen:isc·. fi·cm the pnwision::: or n:oqui1·ements of an\ 
other lav; perta~nirw to the cel·tification oi· regulation of tek
phonc or electi'ic pov.-cr companies, persons, fu·ms or col'por:l
tions. m· from th'" jurisdiction of the Flol'ida public service com
missiOll or other r;~gulatory agencies. 

(2) Excep-t <U '· ':rv':c''''i'ie r~·odded in this Act the budg-et aLi1 

flr:2nc'\~ c·f the I>:,::·iz.:t. including without limitntion exponcli-
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tures and appropriations, and the exercise by the Board of Su
pervisors of the powers herein provided, shall not be subject to 
the requirements, limitations or other provisions of chapters 
24746 or 26084, Florida La\vs, or any other laws of the State 
now or hereafter enacted pertaining to or regulating the budgets 
or finances of taxing districts, and the budget and finances of 
the District shall not be subject to approval or revision by or 
otherwise come under the jurisdiction or authority of the Bud
get Commission for Orange County, the State Comptroller or 
any other bureau, board, commission or agency of the State or 
any political subdivision thereof. 

Section 23. Planni11g; Building Codes; Safety Regulat·ions; 
Platting and Subdivisions; Zon·ing.-

(1) Legislative Finding and Declaration.-The Legislature 
hereby finds and declares that the provisions of this section and 
the povvers accorded to the Board of Supervisors under this 
section are essential to guide and accomplish the coordinated, 
balanced and harmonious development of the District in ac
cordance vvith existing and future needs, to promote the health, 
safety, morals and g-eneral welfare of the District and its in
habitants and property owners, to establish, maintain and pre
serve aesthetic value3 and preserve and foster the development 
and display of the natural beauty and attractiveness of the Dis
trict area and of roadsides within the District, to prevent 
overcrowding and congestion, to regulate traffic, to secure safety 
from fire, storm, panic ''nd other dangers, to conserve and pro
vide adequate light and air and to avoid undue concentration 
of population. 

{2) E:umption from County Zoning and Regulation, State
wide Zoning and Other Zo·ning Laws.--Anything in chapter,; 
59-1646, 59-1673, 61-2592, 63-1705, 63-1716, 63-1731, 65-791, 
65-975, 65-1171, 65-1999, 65-2004, 65-2015, 65-868, Florida 
Laws, and any other laws of the State now or hereafter enacted 
to the contrary notwithstanding, the jurisdiction and powers 
of the Bo~ud of Supervisors with respect to the matters pro
vided for in this section shall be exclusive of any and all codes, 
ordinanc2s, requirernents, plans or other regulations of the re
spective Boards of County Commissioners of Orange and 
Osceolr-, C:oc;nties OT of any other agency or authority of Orange 
or Osceola County with respect to zoning, building and con-
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(3) Comprehensive Planning; Building and Safety Codes.
The Board of Supervisors shall have the power: 

(a) To adopt, and from time to time revievv, amend, supple
ment or repeal, a comprehensive general plan for the physical 
development of the area within the District in accordance ·with 
the objectives and purposes of this Act. 

(b) To adopt, and from time to time review, amend, supple
ment or repeal codes regulating building safety, elevators, e2-
calators and similar devices, the prevention of fire hs_zards, 
plumbing and electrical installations, the operation of amuse
ment and recreation parks and facilities, water supply ·wells 
and drainage wells, and such other safety or -sanitary codes as 
the Board of Supervisors may determine to be necessary or 
desirable. 

(c) To prohibit the construction, alteration, repair, removal 
or demolition, or the commencement of the construction, altera
tion, repair (excepting emergency repairs) , removal or demoli
tion, of any building or structme, including but not by way of 
limitation public utility poles, lines, pipes and facilities, with
out first obtaining a permit from the Board of Supervisors or 
such other officer or agency as the Board may designate, and 
and to prescribe the procedure with respect to the obtaining of 
such permit. 

(d) To provide for the manner ill which such comprehensive 
general plans, codes, regulations and restrictions shall be de
termined, established and enforced, and from time to time 
amended, supplemented, changed or repealed, with or 'lvithout 
notice and public hearing, as the Board of Supervisors may 
determine. 

( 4) Recording of Plats.-

(a) 'vVhenever land in the District is platted into lots, bl0eks, 
parcels, tracts or other portions, however designated, for resi
dential or commercial purposes, a plat thereof shall be recorded 
in the public records of Orange or Osceola Counties, as the case 
may be. No such plat shall be recorded either as an independent 
instrument or by attachment to another instrument entitled to 
record unless and until it shall first be approved by the Board 
of Supervisors. Any plat l'ecorded in violation of this section 
shall be invalid and subject to expungement. The recording by 
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cle111~-.::2 .. nor. 

(b) .. _t":he ·Board of Supcr\·i~·'t'fS sL:-Jl t)(' authorized ~~nd en1-· 
I;;J"\\"fl'fd I-:: presc1·ibe, ~t:s p~.-c~t·i.::~quL~ites to fh.c ~lP1Jl'CJ\·a1 f:~r~: 1·eco:·d 
o-2 ~-:L~- p1_~tt 1Jl' pints of Ltncl~ .. : ·\Ylth~_1l th;..~ I)is-crict, the "t.--..·ic1tth a.nc1 
]--_~c:~.ti.o:~ Z,'f ro:tds, ::~J·· ~. Lhort~iJ :~·hf~-:~·?s P.nd diteh(;.; and 
~s2tbr~ck -tflersfrcrn; to adopt. and p';_~;_~-n1ulga~~-2 :..·t:.lr.:;:: 
;J.lld regulations to c:f-Iectun te ~-~ f:2 r- ~-l~ .. \··isi'-)1L~!. and JY~l.t·poses c f 
this _~\ct; to prescribe specifir?Jions ~1.11d r-2:~_eir~:rn2nts fo:r regu-
latiol;::~ relating to the coEftteuttion nf !.'OaL~.;-~. strc(:t~, -~tLct 

facilities, minimum lot rmt'-:imum blcck SLEo:. 

blJHdir!.SJ." t1nes~ narn2s of str,:"cts rrnc: ro:J TJricl_:;.~ cc::·i~~tl~Hrti(Yn~ 
>Vater s·dpply, sew<1ge disr.v~,;;;tl a1~cl •.•ther P2latcd mC~tters in
YcJlving h1.nds to be pt~li..t~-.. d: tD ~)~ CS(;l~ibe i11fc,~"n1ation to bt:: 
sh~)vvn fJ.~1 plats, inclttding \vit-hout lin1itation parksJ rccreatior: 
arjccH~ (:;.nd op<.~n s~1(tcep,; to t~~~~ ft;rni.s11i~:r; to the fjuarr~ 
(_)£ SGper\-Isors of a gDocl and sul11clent i)tYnd ccnditioned 1.1pon 
'~he com~·lstion of the clr:cinag·~·. c;e\Ycc~·,2. sL'('("t<::. ro:lcL~ and 
ci.tld othc.:r improvements shov-vn on tlw plat within S\.'Ch timr 
or tirnes as rnay-- be requi1·ed b:/ the }1,.)c.ti\.l o-f Sup'='l'Vi.::jors, 1rncl 
the :;aid bond shall be approved by the Bo::1xd of Supe1·visors. 

(e) The Bo::.rd of f:·)upc:l~\·}~nrs .J::-; Ctn'U~J::-i.~ }~:r:~~::~:ed tht? ~~uthn::-
a'l(: discretio1J to \'/aive tl'-l<:: p1attil19:' ::u:d l'CC(;rc1i.·:.'/ \.'f L~.11d 

ir,to roads, blocks, p(~rc-::\L~, tt·~j~:ts or other }Jort:.;1n:=), htY\\"

c:vsr desip:natecl, in any inst~mce in which the Board de~enniE:·~: 
that the dividing or subdividing of the hl!ld >vithout a J'ecorded 
(:'t<•t shall not be~ injurious to tf·e public health, sufety. c~.mlfort, 
con'.·enience, v,;elfare and m•;nls of the in1Ebitan';:s of the Dis
h·ict. 

(5) Fuco.ting of Plafs.-

(a) Plats Ol' integTated portiom: or p3xce:ls of land heretofcm:' 
or hereafter platted >vithin the District may be Y~ccated nron 
the~ resolution of the Bo:u·d of Superviso1·s upon s;_:ch '>:rms and 
conditions as th.? BoaTel of Supervisnl's rn::y IE2S'~Tite by regc-
1ation. Sncl1 re~~·uL:tt.ion rnay l'f?quire, inb:r :1lin. the }J~tyr11ent of 
:Jl taxes and assc's:-nnents 9.nd the redemption f:·:Jm aH o~1tst:u•c1·
in::; tax sales, and the dedication to the pub'ic of al] l'0~1ds, 
:-.~t.reets, alley·s and other thoTo~tghf(~res.J hoiX2Y(;J.· de~~i~;:na.tc:cl. 

(b) Upon approval by the Board of Supervisors of the re-
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corcli~lg d a plat or the vacating of a plat Ot' portions thereof. 
the appmval or consent to such recording or vacating shall not 
be requin~d of any other body, authority or agency of Orange 
o:· Osceola County or any political subdivision thereof. 

(6) Subdivision of Lands.-

(a) In addition to and not in limitation of any of the other 
pm.vers of the Board of Supervisors under this Act, whenever 
land in the District is to be subdivided, the proposed plan for 
subdiYision <1-nd use of the land shall be presented to the Board 
of Supervisors for its approval, in accordance with the stand
ards and provisions of this Act and in accordance with any 
rules and regulations that may be adopted by the Board of Su
pervisors. The Board shall ha\·e the power to adopt subdivision 
regulations providing: 

1. Requirements for general infonnation concerning existing 
conditions and proposed developments as a prerequisite to the 
approval of subdivision plans or plats. This information may 
include without limitation data on existing covenants, land 
eharacteristics, community facilities, and utilities and informa
tion describing the subdivision proposal, including maps and 
reports presenting the number of residential lots, typical lot 
width and depth, price range, business areas, playgrounds, park 
areas ~mel other open areas, proposed protective coven2.nts and 
proposed utilities, drainage and street improvements. 

2. For proper density of population and intensity of use and 
the lengths, widths and shapes of blocks and lots. 

3. That streets in proposed subdivisions, including streets 
bordering on proposed subdivisions, shall be of specified widths 
and grades and so located as to accommodate prospective traffic 
to serve proposed subdivisions adequately, afford adequate light 
and air, facilitate fire protection and provide access for fire
fighting equipment to buildings. 

4. That such streets be properly arranged, coordinated and 
integrated with existing or planned streets, roads or highways. 

5. That adequate easements or rights-of-way shall be pro
vided for drainage and all utilities. 

6. That the layout and design of proposed subdivisio-ns shall 
conform to a comprehensive plan adopted by the Board of Su-

315 



perviso-r·s for t~h~: a:~:~a nncl to rr1easure~ r~dorted to 1r~~,.., ,~.~ ··'

the C(imprehen.siYe pl:n::. 

8. The extent t.:) -,,-hich grounds v:hich are to be L "_l[ f. 
publi·: purposes other th~m streds ~<hnll be dedic<tecl or res·0l'\·12d 
as a condition precedent to appron:l of any subclivisio:1 c•r 

9. That such parks, playgr·otmds, sites for public building· 1:;~· 
other areas designated for public WJe shall be of suitnble siZi" 
cmd locaticr; for their designated uses. 

10. The conditions prerequisite to suodi\-ision anc1 
ment of lands subject to seasonal or pe1·iodic flooding. 

11. The manner in which and the extent to >vhich street:::, 
;;ide\valks, "\Vater, se\ver and othm· dility conllections Ol' main.:<, 
piping· and any other necessary physical improvemeds sh::ll be 
installed, ar:d the speciricatic;ns therefor, ~ls condition:" preced
ent to final appl'Oval of the subdivision plan. 

12. The requirements of covenants a8 a pn:requisite ·~·.' ,~ub
divi::;ion plan approval. 

13. That :sufficient and su~table monuments shall be ]J;~,~~ed k 
enable the sm:vey of the ;;ubclivision or any part tlu:~reuf tn b,~ 
retraced. 

14. The nmnbering and n:m,ir!g of stn:ets ~md the 
uf stn~et si2·ns. 

(b) S:.dx1ivision regulations may further p1·ovlde tlL>t th.; 
Board shall not approve ~lny subdivision pian or plat unL~.-:: .. ~~ it 
iinds after full consideration of all pertinent data th<<t the ,:.ub
di\-'.i~io~·l e~:1 ly; ;:.el'Ved ad~quately a:-uJ 0ccnon1ical1::y "~\~-ith ~~u1__·}~. 

1~orr11al public facilities and serviees as ;.~re suit~1ble in the r1~·
curns~<l.nces of the i)clrticula· case;. 

(c) (.);;bdi·y·ision .r..:·~·L\::·tlorcs may further ret1uire as :c:. pl'•'
n;quisite to the approv~ll of a sL~bdivision phm that: 

1. All required impro~:ements shall be insblled in acco2·ci \".it:< 
the p1·ovisions of the subdiyi,c;ion regulations or amcmim m.' 
th;c:retn, or 

~~. J~ surety· bo·nd be exect~ted by a c~.1rnp~·1ny a~lthorizet:l t:-~ {~~1 

bu:;iness in tbe State of Florida i:h:.1t is satisfactc.ry to the B:~:ml 
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of s~IP'2l'\"iSors, payable to the Distl-ict in S'Jfficier>.t arno;;nt tD 
assur~ the completion of all required improvements, and pro
viding for :-•-nd securing to the pubhc the actua.l construction 
and installation of such improvements within a period Tequirecl 
tc· the Board and expressed in the bond. The Board i3 hereb.r 
g~·anted the power to enforce such bonc~s by resort to legal aEd 
equitable remedies. As an alternative to the provision c.f a surety 
bond, such regulations may also provide for the deposit of cash 
in an escl'OW account whereby the Board or its agent is put in 
an ass~;red position to provide the requin:od improvements. 

(7) rariances und Waivcrs.--

(a) \Vhere the Board of Supervisors finds that extraordi11ary 
hardships may result from strict compliance with its regula
tions cc,ncerning subdivision and platting, it may vary the regu
lations so that substantial justice may be done and the public 
interest secured, provided that such variation ·will not have the 
effect of nullifying the intent and :rmrpcse of the comprehensive 
gener<-<l plan or the regulations of the Board. 

(b) The regulations of the Board may further provJcte that 
the standards ::md requirements set out in the regulations may 
be modified by the Board in the c::v1e of a plan and program for 
a ne\v tO\vn \Vhich comes under the provisior..s of this Act, a 
comp1ete commanity, or a rceighborhood unit, vvhich, in the 
judgment of the Board, p1·ovid(::s adequate public spaces and 
improvements for the circulation, recreation, light, air and 
service needs of the tract when fully developed and populated, 
and which also provides such covenants or other legal provisions 
as will assure conformity with and achievement of the compre
hensive plan of the Board of Supe:rvisors. ln granting any such 
modifications, the Board may require such reasonable conditions 
and safeguards as vvill secure substantially the objectives of the 
standards or requirements so modified. 

(c) The Board of Supervisors may waive any or all of the 
requirements of this section of the Act and the rules and regula
tions adopted thereunder, if it is determined upon the plans 
and data submitted by the subdivider that complisnce with this 
section is not requil~ed because said plan or plat shall not con
flict with or nullify the intent and purpose of this Ad. If a 
waiver is granted, compliance with this section shall EDt be re-
quired as long as the plan, plat and use of the land upon which 
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th-2 \Vaiver is g~rar~ted shall not b2 ~t1tered. cl1anged ()._' ~L, ,_·:~~~:.:·~-' 
c>y the subdivider or subse4uent O>vner. ln granting Y~·ri:u:cc,_, 
and H:i(:;dific;ltions, the Board may rec1uire such concLti :'l'" ,,, 
1vill in it:s juclgroent secure substantially the objecti'.e.o < ~ 1.::c 
:;tandards or requirernents so varied or modified. 

(8) Zcmi;:g; Planning onci Zoning Commissio;: Zu<iitJ 

Board of ddjusiment.--In addition to and not in limitari:~,·1 ,_ f 
the foreg·cing, the Bo8.rd c.f Supenisors shail haYe the poy<.·el' t<:> · 

(a) Hegulate, restrict and determine the locatior:. :i;eight 
number of stories, size, cubic contents, are:t and desigE, and the 
erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration ancl , or 
bL1ildings and other structures for trade, industry, n:osiclenc>:: 
and other purposes, and the materi<J.]s n,sed iu the con,:;truction 
thereof; the number, location, height, size, appearance and uss 
of billboards and all c,ther advertising signs, bm~ners, 11:-mclbills 
:md dsvices; the percentage ;:nd portion of lots and Lmcl tna-c 
may be occupied or built on; setlJack lin<C's, the sizt: L);: yards. 
courts ~~ncl other open spaces; the density of populccthm; th( 
use of buildings, stl·uctlu·es, land aud water for trade, indtL~trie:". 
residences, apartment houses and any and all other purposes: 
the location, size and plan of parks and recreaticm~'~ area:3, 
~;chool.s, school sites, churches, cemderie::>, burial pL1c2:3, corn
merci~tl ;md industl·ial facilities, }Etblic and private citilities 
traillc, parking- facilities and dnti:wge and \Vater czmtr,,: LL'ili
ties: a11d to appoint inspectors. 

(b) Adopt regulations to prohibit or contl'ol the pollt;tic~n r·f 
air and water, and require electrical pov;er, telephone and othc;· 
utility lixl8s, cables, pipes and ducts to be placed tmde~·;~-rmmd. 

(c) Divide the District into zunes or districts d -~'1C'h Llrc~:
oer, shape and nrea as the Board of Supervisors may deen-: bes+: 
'Juited to carry out the purposes of this sectio", ~ind IYith''' ;.,rd 
for each sGeh district make regulatio11~1 and rest1·ir:tions as prc:
vidcd for in snbseetim;s (a) nnd (b) abwe. All such l'c•guin.t;c:J> 
:3h~tll be unifonn throu).dwu t each district. but tlv.c r2;:ul ;;~;,:,no; 
•Jn• distdct ma:" difier hom those iu <lnother district. 

(d) Provide for the mcc1me1· in \Vhich zo:1ing i'eg-ulations am; 
:·estrictioEs ar:d the boundn.ri2s of zones ancl district~\ ::::}-,a;; be: 
ct(-:L:c_;'l;~,ed, established and enfo1-ced, aEd from time r< tim 
<~m0nded, supplemented or repealed. 
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(e) In appropriate cases, and subject to such principles, 
standards, rules, conditions and snfeguanls as may be provided 
by regulation, make special exceptions to the terms of the zon
ing regulations and restrictions in harmony with their general 
purpose and intent, and authorize variances from the strict ap
plication of the regulations and restrictions in such situations 
and subject to such limitations as may be provided by reguln
tion. 

(f) Establish a Planning and Zoning Commission, and pre
scribe the powers, duties and functions of such Planning and 
Zoning Commission, the requirements for membership on the 
commission, the term or terms of office of members of the com
mission, the rules and procedure to be followed in proceedings 
before or involving the commission and as to all other matters 
affecting the organization and functioning of the commission, 
and appoint the members thereof. The Board of Supervisors 
may by regulation authorize the Planning and Zoning Commis
sion to discharge such of the administrative duties, powers and 
functions of the Board of Supr:orvisors with respect to zor1ing 
as may be provided in such regulation. 

(g) Hem· and decide appeals from any order, 1·equirement, 
decision or determination of the Planning and Zoning Com
mission or by any administrative official in connection vvith any 
zoning matter, hear and decide requests for special exceptions 
from the terms and provisions of any planning or zoning regu
lation or restriction, and grant variances from the terms of 
any planning or zoning regulation or restriction in appropriate 
cases. The Board of Supervisors may by regulation provide for 
a Zoning Board of Adjustment to discharge any or all of the 
Joregoing administrative functions and duties, prescribe the re
quirements for membership on the Zoning Board of Adjust
ment, the term or terms of offiee, the rules and regulations fo1· 
all proceedings before or involving such Zoning Board of Ad
justment and as to all othet· matters affecting the organization 
and functioning of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, and ap
point the members thereof. 

(!)) Any regulations adopted pursuant to the provisions of 
this section relating to safety, health, sanitation or building 
safety shall prescribe standards at least equivalent to the mini
mum standards in applicable statewide regulations protecting 
the general safety and welfare of the public. 
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Se\~tif)l1 :(.J, _-4(£ 1~(t_lnr·c_rt~. ·:r·axe.~~.--rrh~:: _F;·):<.:'c~ ;_l_ s~-~r2'--'-.,--~-_-: 

:~h:.dl ha·\'·2 the:: po""¥ve1· to and asses~~ ~:n nd \-(:dc~-e-~11 t~-:.5~ 
~-,JJ. th,? taxable real and tangible p21'S01l~1l r.rr)i}e~·t:::." il1 t}le I":,: 
ttict to pay the pl'incipal of nnd ir:tcrest c.r:. :_::l~-- g ... ==:-_>::r~-~~ ~~,t-~ 
~i-Jn botlds of the J)i~;tl·ict, to proYid(~ fc'l' ~-J,:1y ;:.;~~-=-~·=il'l~~~- c~~- (;~-r~;~',' 
ftE·ld~ c:stablished iE connection v;it11 n11y· ~rttlt b:~~~~-~~:~~, ~~.21d -~-; 
fiu:~nce P.Hcl tlF~ ccst of r:.ny of fh2 t;~·~:,:_, :,·.'!:' t.~.:~·ti\·-~tir>: 
o£ the I_)istric~ ~nxthUl'izec: by the })L\T\-i·3iOliS t=~· t~1i~'- ... -ic~ < ~· unc~-~,--
1<-:..l.v. rrl~~; tot~~} art1fJ1Jilt C>f SUCh ::td y·aloreD1 t:..t~::t . .:.; .:L .:· ... ~ 
yr~.a:: shn.H I!.\Jt bE: in excess of thi:tty (30) rnilL) '-"':E th.·:.=· (1~~-~:.?1: 
}J2l' annErn on the ass2ssed ·'"vrah_te o:f the t'-~xnb1r::~ }Jruptr-~r \\Tithir: 
the District.~ T1h2 ad valo:ren1 t.ax provi.ded fDr h.::'.!'C:i2l ;:::.hrdi 1:J~.? i !1. 

additiDn to county and IY1:JDicipal t.tcl VL.l:.'Jrt:n;. tHse::; ·(:?d 
for by hnv. 

Sectio11 25. i\Jui~;!lcncP!CC l'uxe.~.--Tn additio;~ "-' tl~e ail 
vr>.lorer~l bxes authori;~ed by section 24 of th]." };J''· the E:=•:!l\1 
of Supei'-,'i::~ors is authorized to levy and a:--1sess a n:ainter<"l!h\. 
tax as pro\-id~~d Jor in section 298.5-±! r~l 1Jrid(l STat~-~[~?3, ~~~1f1 
amendments thereto, in an amount not to exceed the m:ni~1c'::;· 
rate therein provided; and in additio1; thereto, c-l GTJI'Cia] ;;(} 
valo.rern rnaintenar!ce tax o:r1 a1l of the taxable real a1:d ta~:g-i·()L·· 
personal property in the District, at a rate not tc-;1 
(10) mills on the dollar per amwm, Ln· the pm·p.:se of d<"h;\y 
ing any of the costs and expen:oes of the D!strict, inciu~..'En;c- l: 1~ 
:.not lin1ited to 1112intenctnce, rcJ;ai"r and OI1f~~-·ation of the !:-1::_·,)jt~ct> 
of the Disb:ict, costs incmTcd in con1112dion ·with t!1e :':.:·u>c~· 
of Di~;trict projects, and costs of administr~:tiGcl. 

Section 26. Detumirdur; Properttt Yalues fi;i' Ati ro/u;·;')'. 

Tn.;: Purposc.s.-Ad vaiorem taxes of the District shali b~ b;;spd 
en the asse;:-:;:::;e:d 'v.'fl1uation for cou1; taxes n.f the l~eD_i (~1'.d !h,·t·
soEal property subjr-.:~t to ~ucl1 IJibtl·ict c.~d va1~;rern ·~axe;3. 

Section 27. Utilitu Tcu:.-

(l) The District sh:cdl haw the right. pov;eJ· a;~d .. ,,, 
l:;y £esolntion of the~ Board of Supervi3er~5 to in1pt)~~:. leY;.- .r\ilJ 
collect. on each and c-:·~,Jcry pnrcl1ase of electricity~ n1t·tert:~d \Y!"" 

bottled gas (natural, liqnified, petrolemn gas or nunufactrtl'•_•d). 
\\'"aiel· ~·~rvice, t::lephone s2·rvice and te~tgrapll ser~~ice ill iL-l 
geographic limits, a tax (straight perc::ntage, slidillg sc;'.ie. 
gradt<ated or other basis) in an amount not to exce<:d te11 110) 
pe1· cu:t of the p::tymenb 1·eceived by th.:.:~ seller of suc11 '.•.Liit~· 
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service from the purchaser for the purchase of such utility 
service, provided, however, that the sale of natural gas to a 
public or private utility, including municipal corporations and 
rural electric cooperative associations, either for resale or for 
use as fuel in the generation of electricity, or other forms of 
power shall not be deemed to be a utility service and purchases 
thereof under such circumstances shall not be taxable hereun
der. In every case the tax shall be collected from the purchaser 
of such utility service and paid by such purchaser for the use 
of the District to the seller of such utility service at the time of 
the purchaser paying the charges therefor to the seller. 

(2) It shall be the duty of every seller of such utility serv
ice, in acting as a tax collection medium or agency for the Dis
trict, to collect from the purchaser, for the use of the District, 
any tax imposed and levied by resolution of the Board of Super
visors pursuant to this section, and to report and pay over to 
the Board of Supervisors or such other body or officer as the 
Board of Supervisors may designate all such taxes imposed, 
levied and collected in accordance with the accounting and other 
provisions of the resolution of the Board of Supervisors. Any 
such resolution may provide that federal, state, county and mu-
nicipal governments and their commissions and aK2ncies, other 
tax-supported bodies, public corporations, authorities, boards 
and commissions, and churches and other charitable organiza
tions, shall be exempt from the payment of the taxes imposed 
and levied thereby. In the event any such resolution imposes 
such a tax on the purchase of one of the utility services de
scribed herein and a competitive utility service or services are 
purchased in the District, then such resolution shall impose a 
tax in like amount on the purchase of the competitive utility 
service or services whether privately or publicly owned or dis
tributed; however, telephone service and telegraph service or 
other forms of communication shall not be required to be con
sidered competitive services. 

(3) Any tax levied pursuant to this section shall be separate 
and in addition to all other taxes, whether levied in the form 
of excise, license or privilege taxes. 

(4) Any person, firm or corporation furnishing such utility 
service and required to collect any such tax who shall refuse 
to collect the tax or any portion thereof, shall be liable for and 
pay the tax himself. 
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( 5) Each pe:rso11~ firm or cc~~poration furni.shit~~:,· ~~~:ch :._i~ilit~ 
sen·ice to users in the Distril:t may be required by r·2s:>lutiu1' 
c,f the Board of Supervisors to keep accurate reconls oi the m:m
ber of such users, the amount of tax collected, a~1d sud1 oth''\ 
il'zonnation as the Boan1 of Supen·isors m<•Y l'2c}L!ire. alld t ... 
submit periodic reports of the same to the Distei:;t; o1· it:3 :::g-eu!: 
for colJection, together \Vitll l'€111ittan-c:e of the tax. rrhe Board 
or Supervisors may presc1·ibe U1e form of repol't and .fie-: a date 
L.lpon v:hich the report and ten shall be due. Any such pe1·so-:L 
firm or corpoTation required to keep records, make reports, o;_· 
rernit tax,~s ·who shall neg-lect z:.r refuse to do so s:1all be r.nlilt:> 
of a misdemeanor. 

(G) For the purpose of compensating· the person. fin:.1 or ccw
poratiun furnishing· utility services hen;under for tl1e keepinu· 
of reconls prescribed and p1·oper accounting and l'8111ission, the 
Board o£ Supen;isors is authorized to alios<; a credit in <en 
amount set b~f the Board to be dedLlcted from the amout:t f,f 
the tax submitted. 

Section 28. Determining A ;uuwl Ins lal! num t8 ;;_;' L!ta i ,:(cfli 

Taxes.-The Board of Supervisors shall determint•, order all(! 
levy the nmount of the amm2.l installments of the total t~\xe.'; 
levied under sectio11 :298.36, Flm·ida Statutes, and am21:clment" 
thereto, which shall beeome clue and be collected during e~~ch 
:yca:r~ 

Section 29. C1!llectio:i ol Ad Yalo!'em Tu.rcs; T'i.'' Di>·
cuunts.-

(1) The 1evy by the Boa~·cl of Supervisors of the tax.~.~ ~iu
thorized by or referred to in secticms 24 and 25 of this Act shall 
be by resolutio11 of the Bccr<l e1•te1'•?d upon the minutes c,f thL' 
Board. Certified copie~; of such resolution executed in the nnme 
of the Board by its chairman, o1· st:ch other oflicer as the Board 
may designate, unde1· its corpot·ate seal, shall be made and de
livered to the respecti;;e Bortrds of County Comr:nist1ioners of 
Orange and Osceola Counties not later than the 15th dar ol 
.June of each year in \Vhieh said taxes are levied. It shall be th::: 
duty of the resp2ctive County Commissioners of Orange {Lnd 
Osceola Counties to orde1· and require the respective Cl>tmty t;nx 
assessors of said counties to assess, <mel the respecti·,-e county 
tax collectors of said counties to collect, the amount of taxes so 
asse::sed o:· levied by the Board of Supervisors of the Dishict 
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upon the taxable property within said District not exempt by 
law, at the rate of taxation adopted by the Board of Supervisors 
of the District for such year, and to include in the warrant of 
the tax assessor and attach to or show the same on the assess
ment roll of taxes for such year. The said tax collectors shall 
collect such taxes so levied by the Board of Supervisors of the 
District in the same manner as other taxes are collected and 
shall pay the same over to the Board of Supervisors of the Dis
trict within the time and in the manner prescribed by law fer 
the payment by the tax collector of county taxes to the county 
depository. The respective county tax collectors shall include 
and state separately on the offl.cial county tax bill and receipt 
each year the amount of District taxes. For their services ren
dered hereunder the respective county tax assessors and col
lectors shall be compensated by the District as prescribed by 
section 298.401, Florida Statutes, and amendments thereto. 

(2) In lieu of the procedures prescribed in subsection (1) 
above, the Board of Supervisors may by resolution direct that 
any or all of the taxes of the District shall be assessed and col
lected in such manner and by such officers or employees of the 
District as the Board of Supervisors may prescribe, require the 
maintenance and prescribe the form of a Dist!"ict tax book and 
of District tax bills and otherwise provide for the assessment 
and collection of District taxes. 

(3) The ad valorem taxes referred to and provided for in 
section 24 of this Act and the maintenance and special ad 
valorem maintenance taxes referred to and provided for in sec
tion 25 of this Act shall be subject to the same discounts as 
county taxes. None of the other taxes referred to or provided 
for in this Act or chapter 298, Florida Statutes, shall be sub
ject to discounts for early payment unless the Board of Super
visors so provides by resolution adopted at the time of the levy
ing or assessment thereof. Except as otherwise provided in this 
Act, all taxes remaining unpaid after the first day in April of 
the year following that for which said taxes are levied shall 
be and become delinquent and bear a penalty of two (2) per 
cent a month on the amount of said taxes from date of delin
quency until paid. In computing said penalty, each fractional 
part of a month shall be counted as a full month. 

Section 30. Tax Liens; SeTv·ice Charge Liens.-
( 1) All taxes of the District provided for in this Act or chap-
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a::; c-c1.~t:s j n the action brought to 2nfol~c2 payn:1Cilt.~ shn1l ~2'~._-'nl 

J;_"t~-:~!_:-,_1'Y l ±'')l" e<::.c11 ye~tr i~l>.:: pt·operty is li~Lblt: t;.> ass2.s~:.n:.1~ri_t ::~~r~ 

Ll·l-ttH ronstitute a lien o:f F'qu.al dignity "\vith the Jien~--; fc1r 
:~;ta-u~ fUJd c~.Jr;nty taxe,_:, a:nd (;ther tnxr.:3 of equal di_g-Lity ·.-.,\~ith 

.sbTte ~1nd county ~-axes tlpnr. all the rertl <-~~nd pc:rsrxn~~1 pi·ope:~_· 
agai1~·~t -\vhich such tax:93 ~~hn~l be l.e,,_-.1:2d. J\ ~;:_:;_le of an:\,' of the· 
r~~=~tt propcrt~'l \vithin tt1e l)i~trict /or state and county- or othe1_· 
~ax,c~s ,shall rot operate to relie~"~e or reil\--:_s~:; the pTope:.~t:v· so solr~ 
from. t11e lien for subSf)quent District taxes, Ol' inst;c:1lments d 
District taxes, which lien may be enfo1·ccd again:"t snc-h p;:·,yp. 

as tho;Jgh no such ~"ale thereof had ber:·n n1ade. '.f'h(~ }Yt'O

visions of sections 192.21 aEcl 200.C2, Fl•)l'ida Statutes, :md 
<tmf:nd:r;lCnts thereto, shall b? app1ic::1blc to District t;~xe,:: "1"\ith 
::h~ ~~.:::.rr:.-2 force and eiiect r~s i.-f ~a}d JH'O\."i:~inns \V2l't3 r~.::prc-:22ly 
:~et forth in -this J\.ct. 

(S) ChargeR and fees due or to bez>'n:;• rbe n::rh•c· :my f'('n·i-2'" 

;:.gn:ements entered into b,y the District PH'flllailt to su1:-;f:•-dioll 
G uf sr~{·tion 18 of the Act ,,,hall constitute a Jir;n of eqnal c\(,!.:·Di' .. '· 
with District taxes, as provided for in ;-;t;~m,cctirm 1 up:~n 
rdl the 1·eal nrH1 pei';:;on~1l propet·ty· to "\Yllich ~~ue11 f{ervicc n,r:TCf.··

rnent~ rc1ate or by \vhlc"h the ;~arne are sec.ured, and th? }!l'U···· 

Yi:,ions uf subsection 1 ~cbove shall be npp!icablc tz, st:ch di<.\l',,.·:~·;~ 
and fee.3. 

(1) .Any lien in favor of the Di2trict ansuur u21der ch:tpt~'i' 
'293, I'1orida Stat~Jtes,. nr llnde~r fhis i"\;__'"t- rnay ~;r: forec1n:~-:~:c·1. b:· 
the Di:-;l:t ict by bringin~;· foreclosure pn'<'C2dings in tit•· lJntnP of 
the District in the Circuit Court for the Ninth Cireuit in IH:r' 
m:nlil.:'t" ns is provided i:1 chapter ]7:3, Flo1·ida Statutes, and 
~;mcncimel1ts thHeto, :md the Ilrovisiolls of said chapter shall 
he upp1ie?.[;.bli3 to such proceeciin.gR \.\~it.h the ~~d.n1e foree ::tnd eiiect 
as if said pn)Yisions \VeTe c:qn·c::1:-d,r set forth in this Act. Any 
aet rCiiuirecl or authorized to be done lJy or on behalf of a city 
or tov:n in foreclo~mr~: proccedin~~s uudcc·r chapter 173, Flo;·ilhl 
Statt;_b:::s, may be performed by such oilicer m· :-~gent of the Dis
trict as the Board eJ Supervison:; may cle~'ignate. Such t'ore
cbsure proceedings may be brought at an~: time after the ex-
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piration of cne (1) year from the date any tax, or installment 
th-.ore0f, becomes delinquent. 

(2) As an alternative to the foregoing, the District may at 
any time foreclose any lien for de.linquent taxes or installments 
thereof by a chancery action brought in the name of the Dis
trict in the Circuit Court for the Ninth Circuit. The pleadings, 
process, practice and sales in such proceedings shall be the same 
as in actions for the foreclosure of mortgages upon real prop
erty. One or more parcels of land may be included in the same 
suit. 

(3) In any foreclosure action filed by the District pursuant 
to this section, the DistTict may join as a party defendant 
Orange County or Osceola County, as the case may be, for the 
purpose of determining the amount of their respective tax liens. 
vVhen a county is so joined in such a foreclosure action, the 
judicial sale held in such action shall operate to satisfy all 
county tax liens to the date of such sale, and the net proceeds 
of such sale shall be applied f1rst against delinquent State and 
county taxes and thereafter against delinquent District taxes 
on the property affected. The decree of the court in any such 
foreclosure action shall operate to quiet title to the property that 
is the subject of the action. 

Section 32. Payment of Tt1Xes and Redr3mption of Ta;J.; Liens 
!Jy the District; Sharing in Proceeds of Tax Sale under Sectton 
1.94 .. 21, Flm·idLt Statutes.---

(1) The District has the right to (a) pay any delinquent 
state, county, district, municipal or other tax or assessment 
upon lands located wholly or partially within the boundaries of 
the District; and (b) redeem or purchase any tax sales certifi
cate issued or sold on account of any state, county, district, mu·
nicipal or other taxes or assessments upon lands located wholly 
or partially within the boundaries of the District. 

(2) Delinquent taxes paid, or tax sales certificates redeemed 
or purchased, by the District, together with all penalties for 
the defau1t in payment of the same and all costs in collecting 
the same and a reasonable attorney's fee, shall constitute a lien 
in favor of the District of equal dignity with the liens of state 
and county taxes and other taxes of equal dignity with state 
and county taxes, upon all the real property against which said 
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taxes v.-ere levied. The lien cf the: Dish·ict rna:,- be 
~ }'-;_e :rr.ar.:1t·r pl·ovided il·l thi;~ .. Act. 

(:3) b auy sale c,f lc;nd pllrsuant to sr:ction 19:L21, Fio~·i6 :. 
Statub-.:s~ C!.Ed arn(~ndnle:nt;:; th2reto, the District rnay ce~_,tify· ::~. 
the clerk of the circuit court of the county holdi~1g ~uch sa;·:~ .. 
the rtHlDlP:t of taxes due to the District 1:po:1 the lands 
~o te soid, and the District shall shm·e in the disbursement r;;' 
th~' :oales proceeds in accordn1cc \Yith the prm·isions of this Act 
and undel· l(;t\Y. 

Bonds.--

(1) The District shall have the })'!\H'T from time to time (,; 
i.ssue gener~d obligation bor:.c:s in ern agg1·-r:g~~t~ prineipa1 ['tTI10LDt1· 

of bonds oubtanding <lt any one time 1:ot in e~~cess of fifb· (50) 
percent cf the assess<;d value of the taxable property ':vithin t1w 
Distric'~ as shovm m: th2 pertinent tax n3cords at the tirne r!i' 
the authorization of the g-eneral oblig2cti:m bonds for vd1icl! i:h::· 
fn!l L:.ith and credit oi:' the District is plrdged. Exc<'p~; :for Yt

funcling bonds, no g·em:l'al oblig·ation bonds shall be issued Hl'

lc•.';s the ic'S'J<mce thereof shall have been approved at nn election 
rf fr::e~coL!ers helr1 in ::wcoTdance >.vith the reqnirerne1:b f;;··· sul'l1 
election :'.s prescribed by the Constitution of the State cf FL·,_ 
rida, st:d1 election to be called and h0!d b the m;mner 1H'<)\<ckcl 
in the Constitution und statutes of the St::.te of Florida tor :fr:3''
ho!d.er elections. Such elections shall be called to be held in tlY~ 
District b~; the respective Boards of County Commissioners of 
Or;:mge 2.nd Osceola Counties upon the rerF'c;:;t of the Boanl of 
Supen·isors of the District. The expenses of callin:.::; and hold-
ii~!.S :'wch referendum electim:s shell! he bonw by the District, 
:1nd the District shal] reimburse the Board of C'ltmtv Cnmmi';
.sioncrs of ()1~ange a11rl ()scec~~a (~Ol_lnties, ~v; thf~ ca~;c; rna:y l;e, fnr 
any expense.~~ incurred b:<· said Boards in calling Ol' holding such 
elections. In the alternative, at the option of the Board of S"
pervisors, the Board of SuperYisors n1ay make E'uch nthF'l' Tll'(<
Yision for the registrai:io11 of such qualif1ed elt'ctors \V}Jo <ere 
freeholde,·s and the calling and holding of osuch eloctim1s 0s the 
Boa,·cl r-i<iy from time to time de,c·m appropriate;. 

(2) The District m:1y pledg-e its full faith aliCl cl'edit for tlw 
p~1yment. of the principal and interest on such general obliga
tion bonds, and for any reserve or other funds provided there
for, m:d may unconditionally and irrevocably pl2dge itself to 
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levy ad valorem taxes on all taxable property in the District, 
to the extent necessary for the payment thereof, subject, how
ever, to the limitations on the total amount of ad valorem taxes 
that may be levied in any one year as specified in section 24 of 
this Act. 

( 3) If the Board of Supervisors shall determine to issue gen
eral obligation bonds for more than one different purpose, the 
approval of the issuance of the bonds for each and all such pur
poses may be submitted to the freeholders on one and the same 
ballot. The failure of the freeholders to approve the issuance 
of bonds for any one or more purposes shall not defeat the ap
proval of bonds for any purpose which shall be approved by the 
freeholders. 

Section 34. Revenue Boncls.-

(1) The District shall have the power to issue revenue bonds 
from time to time without limitation as to amount. Such revenue 
bonds may be secured by or payable from the gross or net pledge 
of the revenues to be derived from any project or combination 
of projects, from the rates, fees, tolls, fares or other charges 
to be collected from the users of any project or projects, from 
any revenue-producing undertaking or activity of the District, 
or from any other source or pledged security. Such bonds shall 
not constitute an indebtedness of the District, and the approval 
neither of the qualified electors nor of the qualified electors who 
are freeholders shall be required unless such bonds are addi
tionally secured by the full faith and credit and taxing power 
of the District. 

(2) Any two or more projects may be combined and consoli
dated into a single project, and may thereafter be operated and 
maintained as a single project. The revenue bonds authorized 
herein may be issued to finance any one or more such projects 
separately, or to finance two or more such projects, regardless 
whether or not such projects have been combined and consoli
dated into a single project. If the Board of Supervisors deems 
it advisable, the proceedings authorizing such revenue bonds 
may provide that the District may thereafter combine the proj
ects then being financed or theretofore financed with other 
projects to be subsequently financed by the District, and that 
revenue bonds to be thereafter issued by the District shall be 
on parity with the revenue bonds then being issued, all on such 
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terms, coHlitions and limitations as shall be p·ovided. D.''cl mrc:· 
furthe1· pToYide that the reYenues to be derived frcrfl the subse
quent projects shall 2,t the tirne cf the issu::.m:e of snch 
re'{,'enue bonds be also pledged to tl1e holder3 of any reve:}uc 
bonds the_retofore issued to finane8 the re.,.ienue 11nderta:kil~~;~·3 
which <u·e later combined with such subsequent projects. The 
District :r:n.a:T pledge for tl1e secrtrity· of tl1~ rt_n,-er:ue 100Tlds n 
an1ount, ·vi/ithout regard to ~1ny fs:cd prcp0Ttio11 of the gro;~2 
1·evenues of any project. 

Section 35. CUlitu Scn·iDc Ta.r Bo}/(h.---The Distr~ct sb'..P. 
have the power to issue frcm time to time <xii:1wut limitatiun as 
to amount, bonds payable from the p1·oeeeds of any utility :serv
ice taxes or funds of the DLstrict, or any c:)nlbinatio"1 d the 
same. Such bonds shall not constitute an ir:debtech1sss of the 
District and the approval neither of the qi<slifi.ed electors nol' of 
the qn2:Jif1ed elertors 1.T.rho nl·e freeholders :::.ha!l be r{_?qnl~_·c,J l;P __ 

less such bonds arc add.itional}y- secttred by the fLl1l ~L_;.i~.-1~ :),~·:d. 
credit and taxing power of the District. 

Section 36. Issuance of Aclditio;wl Bond.~.---If the proceed:=. 
of any bends shall be less than the C•JSt of eompleting the pc·oj
ect in connection •vith \vhich such bo11ds are issued, the Boa:·d 
of Supen·isors may authorize the issuance of addition:-\] bond~~. 
upon such terms and conditions as the Boa1·d of S;_:pen·isol·:, 
may provide in the resolution authorizing th2 issuance thereof, 
but only in compliance with the resolution or other prcceedin.r:: 
authorizing the issuanee of the original bonds. 

Section 37. Refunding Boncls.-The District shall h:::\·2 tlho 
power to issue bonds to provide for t'ne retirement or ref 
of any bonds or obligations of the District that at the tirr,~ of 
such issuance are or SLlbsequcntly th::reto become due 2nci rmy
able, or that at the time of issuance have been called c:r ;l_F: or 
will be subject to call for redemption \Vithin ten (10) years 
thereafter, or the surrender of which can be procured from the 
holders thereof at prices satisfactory to the Board of Supe~-
visors. Refunding bonds may be issued at any time vvhen in th<-; 
.iudg:ment of the Board of Sur;ervisors Stich issuance \\·ill ~Je 
advantageous to the District. No approval of the qualified elec
tors who are fre::holders residing in the District shall be _n~
quired for the issuance of refunding bonds except in cases vvhe:·e 
such approval is required by the Constitution of the State u:f 
Florida. The Board of Supervisors may b:,- resolution confc:i' 
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upon the holdei·s of such refunding bonds all Tights, powers 
and remedies to which the holde1·s would be entitled if they 
conti~ued to be the owneTs and had possession of the bonds for 
the refinancing of which said refunding bonds are issued, in
cluding but not limited to the preservation of the lien of such 
bonds on the revenues of any project or on pledged funds, with
out extinguishment, impairment or diminution thereof. The pro
dsions of this Act pertaining to bonds of the District shall, 
unless the context otherwise requires, govern the issuance of 
refunding bonds, the form and other details thereof, the rights 
of the holders thereof, and the duties of the Board of Super
visors with respect to the same. 

Section 38. Pledging fld Val01·e1n Taxes, Assessments ctnd 
Other Revenues and Pi'operties as Additional Security on Bonds. 

-The District may pledge as additional security for the pay~ 
ment of any of the bonds of the District its full faith and credit 
and ad valorem taxing power, and provide that such bonds shall 
be payable as to both principal and interest, and as to any re
serve or other funds provided therefor, from ad valorem taxes 
levied on the taxable 1·eal and tangible personal property in the 
District, to the full extent that any revenues (as defined in sec
tion 18 of this Act), taxes, assessments or other funds, or any 
combination thereof, pledged therefor are insufficient for the 
full payment of the same, but subject to the limitations on the 
total amount of ad valorem taxes that may be levied in any one 
year specified in section 24 of this Act, and provided further 
that no bonds shall be issued to the payment of which the full 
faith and credit and taxing power of the District is pledged 
unless approved at an election in the manner provided by law. 
The District by resolution of the Board of Supervisors may also 
pledge as additional security for any bonds the revenues from 
any project of the District, utility service taxes, assessments, 
and any other sources of revenues or funds, or any combination 
of the foregoing, and may pledge or mortgage any of the prop
erties, rights, interests or other assets of the District, and such 
pledge shall not require the submission to or approval by the 
qualified electors who are freeholders of the District unless re
quired by the Constitution of the State of Florida. The Board 
of Supervisors may also provide with respect to any bonds of 
the District that such bonds shall be payable, in whole or in 
part, as to principal amount or interest, or both, out of rates, 

329 



CHAPTER Gl-76:! LA \YS OF FLORIDA 

fees, tolls, fares, service charges or other ch?x;.::es ~:ol1ect,cd v.-:;1-, 
respect to any of the projects of the District. 

Section 3D. Lien of Pledges.-All pledges of revenue::, ·::c~'->:' 
and assessments made pursuant to the provisions of thi.:; .-\<::" 
shall be valid and binding from the time >vhen such pledg·e.;; ~~ :·e 
made .• -\11 such revenues, taxes and assessments so pledgd aLd 
thereafter collected shall immediately be subject to the b~n ot 
such pledges \Vithout any physical delivery thereof c•r fmthcr 
action, and the lien of such pledges shall be valid and bi"diY:; 
as against all parties having claims of any kind in tort, co1:t:·a:t 
or otherwise against the District, irrespective cf whethel· sue!: 
parties have notice thereof. 

Section 40. Assessable Improvements; Levu ami P(:jjiil'.':t 
Special Assessments; Assessment Bonds and Cutijicatcs.--Tht:c 
District may provide for the construction or reconstruction d 
assessable improvements, and for the levying of special as,:;es,;
ments upon benefited propsYty for the payment therec;{. m1cle; 
the provisions of this section. 

( 1) The initial proceeding under this section shall b? th: 
passage by the Board of Supervisors of a resolution orderin~: 
the construction or reconstruction of such assessable improve
ments, indicating the location by terminal points, ;·,Jut2s o•· 
othenvise, and either giving a description of the impnn-ement' 
by their material, nature, character and size or giYing t'.YO (jl" 

more descriptions with the directions that the material, n"turt'·. 
character and size shall be subsequently determined in co:rn'orm
ity with one of such descriptions. Assessable impl'{)\"ement:-: 
need not be continuou.s and may be in more than one localit-y or 
street. The resolution ordering any such improvement InT\' :;·i,·c 
any short and convenient designation to each impl'O\.'c'lllcl:t or
dered thereby, and the property against \Vhich assessments an: 
to be made for the cost of such improvement may be desig:t1ated 
as an assessment district, follawed by ~' letter or number nr 
name to distinguish it from other ass~:ssment districts. ~:fter 
which it shall be sufficient to refer to such improveme11t m-cd 
property by such designation in all proceedings ami ;'."SL~:c'
ments, except in the notices required by this section. 

(2) As soon as possible after the passage of such l'esolution 
the engineer for the District shall prepare in duplicate plano:; 
and specifications for each improvement ordered thereby <mel 
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an estimate of the cost thereof. Such cost shall include, in ad
dition to the items of cost as defined in this Act, the cost of 
relaying streets, sidewalks and other public facilities or con
veniences necessarily torn up or damaged and the following 
items of incidental expenses: 

(a) Printing and publishing notices and proceedings; 

(b) Costs of abstracts of title; and 

(c) Any other expense necessary or proper in conducting the 
proceedings and work provided for in this section, including the 
estimated amount of discount, if any, upon the_ sale of assess
ment bonds or any other obligations issued hereunder for which 
such special assessments are to be pledged. If the resolution 
shall provide alternative descriptions of material, nature, char
acter and size, such estimate shall include an estimate of the 
cost of the improvement of each such description. 

The engineer shall also prepare in duplicate a tentative ap
portionment of the estimated total cost of the improvement as 
between the district and each lot or parcel of land subject to 
special assessment under the resolution, such apportionment to 
be made in accordance with the provisions of the resolution and 
in relation to apportionment of cost provided herein for the 
preliminary assessment roll. Such tentative apportionment of 
total estimated cost shall not be held to limit or restrict the 
duties of the engineer in the preparation of such preliminary 
assessment roll. One of the duplicates of such plans, specifica
tions and estimates and such tentative apportionment shall be 
filed with the Board of Supervisors and the other duplicate shall 
be retained by the engineer in his files, all thereof to remain 
open to public inspection. 

(3) The Board of Supervisors upon the filing with it of such 
plans, specifications, estimates and tentative apportionment of 
cost shall publish once in a newspaper or newspapers published 
or of general circulation in Orange and Osceola Counties a no
.tice stating that at a meeting of the Board of Supervisors Oil a 
certain day and hour, not earlier than fifteen (15) days from 
such publication, the Board of Supervisors will hear objections 
of all interested persons to the confirmation of such resolution, 
which notice shall state in brief and general terms a description 
of the proposed assessable improvements with the location 
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tb,_n·eof, «nd shall nlso state th::ct est 
and tentative apportionn:ent c±' c~)3;~ thereof are on fde '\vi-ch ·chs 
Beard of Supervisors. The RY ~-d cf Si.lp<.~l'Yi:;cl'S sh;(H <'. 
rec:)I'd in '\~7hich shaH be inscribz:-d, crt th·2 rec_tusst o~ any })e_r~;cn:? 
fLrn.1 or eorporation h~~·vir~-Z or clain}i:n.~: tu ha .. ,¥(2 ~\IlY i 11ter~\st i.n 
an~y, lDt or parcel of laEd oT pr·opel,ty, tl1e naa~a and post. ufi1c2 
address of such perso11, tLrm or corporation] together •,vith a 
brief ~leser·iptioE or designation of such loi: cr parc?l, and it 
shall be the duty of the Board of s-,,pervisc,n; c:o m01il a copy of 
such notice to such person, firm m· corpo:cation J.t such addresf;, 
at least ten (10) days before the time £or the hearing as stated 
in such notice, but the failure of the Board of Supervisors to 
keep such record or so to inscribe any name or address or to mail 
any such notice shall not constitute a valid objection to holding 
the lws.ring as provided in this section or to any other action 
taken under the authority of this section. 

( 4) At the time named in sue h nc tice, Ol' to which an ad
journment may be taken by the Boac·d of Supervisors, the Board 
of Supervisors shall receive any objections of intel'e3tec1 persom; 
and may then or th.;::reafter repeal or cor>firm such resolution 
with snch amendments, if any, as may be desin::d by the Board 
of Sup.c;rvisors and V/hich do not cause any additional property 
to be speeially assessed, 

( 5) All objections to ;my wch resolc1tion on the gronnd th;}t 
it contains items \vhich cannot be properly a.c:seJsed agai1d; 
property, or that it is, for any defnult or de::fect ia the fl"cs::a;-;e 
or character of the resolution or the pl~ms or specifications or 
estimates, void or Yoidable in -wh)L' o~· in part, cr that it ex
ceeds the power of the Board of Supervisors, shall 1e made in 
writing in person or by attorney, ::'.1d Tiled with th2 Bc.::;.rd of 
Supervisors at or before the time or adjo~JnlCd time of such hecH'
ing. Any objections against the maldng of any assessable im
provements not E.io made shall be considered as ·waived, and if 
any objection shall be m::tde and ovuruled o:: sh~H not be sus
tained, the confirmation of the re3olution shall be the fim•J f~d
j udication of the issues presented nc1less p1·oper steps shall be 
taken in the Circuit Court fm the Ninth Circuit to secure re1ie£ 
within hventy (20) days. 

( 6) ·whenevel' any reso1 uti on providing for the construction 
or reconstruction of assessable improvements and for the levy
ing of special assessments upon benefited property for the pay-
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ment thereof shall have been confirmed, as hereinabove pro
vided, or at any time the2·eaiter, the Board of Supervisors may 
issue assessment bonds payable out of such assessmex:ts when 
collected. Said bonds shall mature not later than two (2) years 
after the last installment in which said special assessments may 
be paid, as provided in subsection (10), and shall bem· interest 
at not exceeding six (6) percent per annum. Such assessment 
bonds shaU be executed, shall have such provisions for redemp
tion prior to-maturity, shall be sold in the manner and be sub
ject to all of the applicable provisions eontained in this Act for 
revenue bonds, except as the same are inconsistent with the 
provisions of this section. The amount of such assessment bonds 
for any assessable improvement, after the confirmation of the 
initial resolution, shall not exceed seventy (70) percent of the 
estimated amount of the cost of such assessable improvements 
which are to be specially assessed against the land or property 
to be specially benefited thereby, as shown in the estimates of 
the engineer for the District referred to in subsection (2). The 
amount of such assessment bonds for any assessable improve
ment to be issued, after the confirmation of the prr"liminary as
sessment roll provided for in subsection (9), including any as
sessment bonds theretofore issued, shall not exceed the amount 
of special assessments actually confirmed and levied by the 
Board of Supervisors as provided in subsection (9). 

Such assessment bonds shall be payable from the proceeds of 
the special assessments levied for the as,sessable improvement 
for which such assessment bonds are issued; provided, however, 
that the District may pledge the full faith and credit of the 
District for the payment of the principal of and interest on such 
assessment bonds if the issuance of such assessment bonds shall 
be approved in the manner provided by law. 

(7) After the passage of the resolution authorizing the con
struction or reconstruction of assessable improvements has been 
confirmed as provided in subsection ( L1), the District may pro
ceed with the construction or reconstruction work in ac~o:;_·dance 
with the provisions of section 66 of this Act. Promptly after 
the completion of the work, the engineer for the District, who 
is hereby designated as the official of the District to make pre
liminary assessment of benefits from assessable improvements, 
shall prepare a preliminary assessment roll and f1le the same 
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\Vith the Board d Supervisors. v:hich roll ~'hall cont::ip th'~ f,-' 
lO\Ying: 

(a) A cb::;cription of the Iots and parcels of land or pE·re·'=:· 
\vithin the District 'Shieh will benefit from such nsses.~able ir·l
provenlent.3 and the amount of such benefits to each sueh \:t [.:~· 
parcel of land or property, and the preliminary assessment. St11:h 
lots and parcels shall include the property of tbe count~- c,,. 
counties and any school district or other political subdi \·isic·n 
within the District. There shall also be given the n:'lme of th,, 
owner of record of each lot or parcel \Yhere practic~cble, and ,~ 
statement of the method of asses.sment used by such engineel·. 

(b) The total cost of the improvement and the amm:nt c·f 
incidental expense. 

In making such preliminary assessments the engineer nny us.~ 
any method of determinir:g the amount of special ber:r5ts ac
cruing to each lot or parcel of land or property from such a:'
sessable improvements as shall be approYed by the Board oi' 
Supervisors. Such special benefits may be based on an acreag·,<· 
assessment \vhere benefits from snch assessable improvement::; 
are equal or nea1·1y equal for lands or propr"rty in a pa;-ticular 
<lre:-~, front fc,otage, or any other factors which the Board of 
Supen;i.sors deems f21ir and equihble as bebseen th~; dil'ferer:t 
lots or parcels of land or property bem:fited. It shall be the du+': 
of the engineer in making such preliminary assessment roli tn 
view all lots or parcels of land m· propert:r to be assessed, and 
to determine, for the preliminary assessment roll, the <:mount 
of benefit which e2ch lot or parcel of land or property will n·
ceive from such ~.ssessable improvements, under the method o;· 
methods prescribed by the Board of SUl}ervisors, or an~: cnm
bination thereof. 

(8) The pl·eliminary roll shall be advisory on}y 2,ncl shall lK 
subject to the action of the Board of Supel'Yisors as hereinafter 
provided. Upon the fling· with the Board of SuperdSf)l'S of the 
preliminary assessment roll, the Board of Supe1:·visors shall 1mb
lish at least once in a newspaper or newspapers published or of: 
general circulation within Orange and Osceola Counties, a no
tice stating that at a meeting of the Board of Supervisors to be 
held on a certain day and hour, not less than fifteen (15) days 
from the date of such publication, which meeting may be a regu
lar, adjourned or special meeting, all interested persons may 
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appear and file written objections to the confirmation of such 
roll. Such notice shall state the class of the assessable improve
ments and the location thereof by terminal points, route or 
otherwise. The Board of Supervisors shall also mail a copy of 
such notice to the persons, firms or corporations referred to in 
subsection (3) at least ten (10) days before the time for the 
meeting as stated in suc.h notice, but the failure of the Board of 
Supervisors to mail any such notice shall not constitute a valid 
objection to holding such meeting or to any other action taken 
under the authority of this section. 

(9) At the time and place stated in such notice the Board of 
Supervisors shall meet and receive the objections in writing of 
all interested persons as stated in such notice. The Board of Su
pervisors may adjourn the hearing from time to time. After the 
completion thereof the Board of Supervisors shall either annul 
or sustain or modify in whole or in part the preliminary as
sessment as indicated on such roll, either by confirming the 
preliminary assessment against any or all lots or parcels de
scribed therein or by cancelling, increasing or reducing the 
same, according to the special benefits which the Board of Super
visors decides each such lot or parcel has received or will re
ceive on account of such improvement. If any property which 
may be chargeable under this section shall have been omitted 
from the preliminary roll, or if the preliminary assessment shall 
not have been made against it, the Board may place on such 
roll an apportionment to such property. The Board of Super
visors shall not confirm any assessment in excess of the special 
benefits to the property assessed, and the assessments so con
firmed shall be in proportion to the special benefits. The assess
ment so made shall be final and conclusive as to each lot or parcel 
assessed unless proper steps be taken within thirty (30) days 
in the Circuit Court for the Ni.nth Circuit to secure relief. If 
the assessment against any property shall be sustained or re
duced or abated by the court, the Board of Supervisors shall 
note that fact on the assessment roll opposite the description of 
the prope:tty affected thereby. The amount of the special assess
ment against any lot or parcel which may be reduced or abated 
by the court, unless the assessment upon the entire District be 
reduced or abated, or the amount by which such assessment is 
so reduced or abated, may by resolution of the Board of Super
visors be made chargeable against the District at large; or, at 
the discretion of the Board of Supervisors, a new assessment 
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roll TnJ.:r ~ue pr:=.-pal't:(1 un~l Cl)JJfi t'1ll~ll in t:he nJ.t:lll2h~.i' ll2l~t..~1!.r~l)•.J\~~ 

proYided for the preparation nncl -=::ynf:l·~-~~!.tiGn of th2 1:al 
c~~;S'3~:smel1t rolL 

<lO) Any as.sesc:.n1·Cl:;: Ii.l.~1;,~ be ~)aiel at Lht: of!~c-~~ o~: "th8 Bc·~'.~-~d 
of ~>npervi3crs "'\Vithin 3.-t'tc-~~ tl1e 
tl1z·reo~, \vithout intel~est. .~Ihcl·e:~~.:{tc-I' ~lll ~l--.~.3~:;ssElJ-;rts sl1r;.J.l ·~:~ 

rJ:J.ya·b~e at suel1 times 1 •:)-..:er .~~-Jell pel·};)d cf :;.·e3.l'.s not excr:2din:~: 
t"\ve~-:ty (:20) years_. ~"'~:_cl_ ~-;'- suc11 ~n1nl1(ll or nLil~:_·· instaJ 
"\Vith i~lb:·-~:~?st nt sucl1 1·ate ~'lot !2:'-'J.'J::ed: 11.6' ;._t L ( ~?-) pereent ·p~l' 

annuEl on the lJrincipal arnct~1~t of .TLLch c1ssc-.s:-~n1ents frcn:_ ~:h~:: 
e~'pir:zrtion vf S(~.id sixt).,. (GO) days, as the BDard of Superviso-._--._~ 

shall deterrnir~e 
provide th.crt any rsse2~rrl\?J.1t 1Yl7J.Y ·bt) paid ftt an; .... tirne b-~=~f·:."'.~_'Lc. 

due) together "\\_-ith intf'l"t-St rv.~cru~-::d tl1el·e•:;l1 t!.J ~-hf::'. date C:~ }):.·c~

payrnent, if such lJl"iOJ.' pny111ent ~3h;:~ll be pei"ffi.i~.~~ed by th~~ ~)l"O
eeedLlgs ~"-llLthol'izin~.~ any asse23l1lellt to11ds or other olJlig~1ti 
for the r~ay·:112nt of "\Yhicl1 s~~c}~ sp·2~ia1 as;_;e;~~;-(nents have l'H0eE 
l)ledged. 

( ~- ~) .All such special asse.ss:sY~!.rts shall be collected tt2 
re::.TpectiYc tax collectoTs for Orange ~:,nd Osceola Courrtie3~ ;_:.s 
the cnse rn.ay (In •.vl1lch ev!~nt fhe last sentence of sub~f~C
ticm (1! d section 29 shall be npplicao'e), or by SU''h othcl' 
ofiic;~r or age~1t as the Board rnay def'.ignat:.::, at suc'l-1 tin1-2 or 
tin1.es as the Eodrd o.t Supervisors sh2J} specify in tht; proceed
ings aut11orlzing Ol" confirming~ tl1e SlJecial ass,?::-tsr!.l(~nts, and if 
no other time: is specified then ;tt the same tinw as 
county ta:ct~S are colleeted in Orc!.T!g"'~ and Oscccla. Cour\i;i,c;s. 

(12) All asses3ments shall co'csi:itute '' lien upon the pn)1J(Th' 

so assessed from the date of ecrfir·mt,ti:::·ll d the 1·esolution Cl'-

dering the imprc•Jement, of the same rut.u1·e and to the smne 
extellt &s the lien fol· general cotn:lty b•.x•o:o fill'ir:g (LJC i::-: the 
same :v2ai" or years in t,vhich s~1ch as.s~:ssments or iTl.~~t8.1lnv~·~lt~ 

ther~::of fall du.e, ~,Ed any as~.e:-;si~!.2Ht or h1st8.11n1ent T·ot paid 
\Vhen due shall be co!leci=ib1e \Vitl1 st:c.ll interest ~\r.d "\vith a l'(·a
sonnble attorney's fee r·.l1d costs, but without p2naHi::cs, by the 
District by proceedings in the Circuit Coul't for the l'iinth Cir
cuit to foreclo~.e tl1e lien of nssessn1ents as El li2n fc;r nlc-;:tg·(J~;·es 

is 01· may be fon::clcsed under the laws of the State; pn,vided 
that a:w such proceedi:1gs to foreclose shall embrace aH install-
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ments of principal remaining unpaid vvith accrued interest 
thereon, which installments shall, by virtue of the institution 
of such proceedings, immediately become due and payable. 
Nevertheless, if prior to any sale of the property under decree 
of foreclosure in such proceedings, payment be made of the in
stallment or installments ·which are shown to be due under t~c 
provisions of the resolution passed pursuant to subsection (9) 
and by subsection ( 10), and all costs including interest and at
torney's fees, such payment shall have the effect of restoring the 
remaining installments to their original maturities, and the pro
ceedings shall be dismissed. It shall be the duty of the District 
to enforce the prompt collection of assessments by the means 
herein provided, and such duty may be enforced at the suit of 
any holder of bonds issued under this Act in the Circuit Court 
for the Ninth Circuit by mandamus or other appropriate pro
ceedings or action. Not later than thirty (30) days after any 
installments are due and payable, it shall be the duty of the 
Board of Supervisors to direct the attorney or attorneys whom 
the Board of Supervisors shall then designate to institute action 
within two (2) months after such direction to enforce the col
lection of all special assessments for assessable improvements 
made under this section and remaining due and unpaid at the 
time of such direction. Such action shall be prosecuted in a 
manner and under the conditions in and under which mort
gages are foreclosed under the laws of the Sb:;te. It shall be law
ful to join in one action the collection of assessments against 
any or all property assessed by virtue of the same assessment 
roll unless the court shall deem such joinder prejudicial to the 
interests of any defendant. The court shall allow a reasonable 
attorney's fee for the attorney or attorneys of the District, and 
the same shall be collectible as a part of or in addition to the 
costs of the action. At the sale pursuant to decree in anv such 
action, the District may be a purchaser to the same ext.ent as 
an individual person or corporation, except that the part of the 
purchase price represented by the assessments sued upon and 
the interest thereon need not be paid in cash. Property so ac
quired by the District may be sold or otherwise disposed of, the 
proceeds of such disposition to be placed in the fund provided 
by subsection (13) of this section, provided, however, that no 
sale or other disposition thereof shall be made unless the notice 
calling for bids therefor to be received at a stated time and 
place shall have been published at least once in a newspaper or 

337 



ne1v3papers publish?d r-r of geiL:rat circnLl.tion in Ora~1~~e .:'!~~d 
Osceola Counties. 

(13) ~~11 ~1-~"Ssessrnen-c.s ~tlld charge3 rnade uncle:: the p1~a\~tstc,~·i.) 
of this seetion for the payment of all or any part d tbe cc.'t ,.,: 
any f'..SSessable irDfH'OYf:'l'1l8l1tS fo.r \Yhi2h ~1SSt:SSill2l1~~ :=Jh:-d£ 
have been issued und.t:r th2 p:;_·e;•;isio;\s of this Jaw, o:· whi•:h 
have Leen pledged as ~:dditi(;?Jal sE-eurity for any oth~·l~ {)r 
obliga-tions issued undal' thJ.s Act, ,s)vdl be maintained in a ::ope
cia! fund or funds and (;e used o:1ly fo1· the paymt:Et of pri nc:i,,~,l 
of or interest. 0:1 such assessn1ent b~)nds or other' };\.Jllds or ob1i
gat~onso 

(lLl) Oran~·e ar~d Oscecla Counti·~··.s and each schco1 di~.::tric1·~ 
mid other political subdivision \Yho:ly or pa;.·tJy \l·ithin the Di;;
trict shall possess the s;:;me powel· and be subj:;ct to th'-' saru: 
duties and liabilities in rcs}Ject of the special assessro.ents m1cL'l' 
this section affecting the real estat;:; of such county, schu()l dL;. 
trict Ol' othc::r lJolitic:~l subdi,;ision vvhich ndvate mvner·s ·:•f re~:1 
esh;.te possess Ol' are subject to herecmder, and snch re:tl csta~c 
of any such county, school district and political subdivision shall 
be subject to liens for said assessments in all cases where trH; 

same property ';vould be subject to such liens had it <:ct the timn 
the lien attach2d bee1l ovVlled a })l'L-~:te owner. 

(15) Subject to the ten11s of any bonds m· other oi.Jlig;.l_tio;J 
payabie from or secured by the asse;:;sments provided for hsrc:in. 
the Board of Super-;;isor;:-; may at any time and from time to time 
modify, in vvhole or in part, or revoke any plan or specification 
for any assessable improv-eE'lent. In connection with the r;:;visio<: 
of any such plan or specification, benefits may be reas:"Jessecl \E' 

additional assessmentfl made in accordance with th,~ pi·ovisions 
and procedures of this section 40. The Board of Supervi;c:ors nw;: 
at an;.' tinl'2 <tpprove and make etTective technical changes and 
modifications of any plan for any improvement not affecting tho 
determination of assessed benefits or the security of bond owL
ers. 

Section 41. Issuance of Certificcdc.s of TndeUcclnes;; Bo:;."c.7 <',! 
Asse,s.•;meJd8 for As.sc<sa!Jle Im.pro<·emcnts; "'1ssessme·nt Bor,'ds.---

(1) The Board of Sup2n·isors may, afte1· n.ny as:~e:ssmenh> i'o:~ 
assessable improvements al'e made, determilc~?d and confirmed as 
provided in section 40, issue certificates of indebtedness for the 
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amount so assessed against the abutting property or property 
otherwise benefited, as the case may be, and separate certificates 
shall be issued against each part or parcel of land or property 
assessed, which certificates shall state the general nature of the 
improvement for which the said assessment is made. Said certifi
cates shall be payable in annual installments or otherwise in 
accordance with the installments of the special assessments for 
which they are issued. The Board of Supervisors may deter
mine the interest to be borne by such certificates at a rate no 
greater than six ( 6) percent per annum, and may sell such cer
tificates at either private or public sale and determine the form, 
manner of execution and other details of such certificates. Such 
certificates shall recite that they are payable only from the spe
cial <!;"sessments levied and collected from the pa:·t or parcel of 
land or property against which they are issued. The proceeds 
of such certificates may be pledged for the payment of principal 
of and interest on any revenue bonds or general obligation bonds 
issued to finance in whole or in pal't such assessable improve
ment, or, if not so pledged, may be used to pay the cost or part 
of the cost of such assessable improvements. 

(2) The District may also issue assessment bonds or other 
obligations payable from a special fund into which such cer. 
tificates of indebtedness referred to in the preceding paragraph 
may be deposited; or, if such certificates of indebtedness have 
not been issued, the District may assign to such special fund 
for the benefit of the holders of such assessment bonds or other 
obligations, or to a trustee for such bondholders, the assessment 
liens provided for in section 40, unless such certificates of in
debtedness or assessment liens have been theretofore pledged for 
any bonds or other obligations authorized hereunder. In the 
event of the creation of such special fund and the issuance of 
such assessment bonds or other obligations, the proceeds of such 
certificates of indebtedness or assessment liens deposited therein 
shall be used only for the payment of the assessment bonds or 
other obligations issued as provided in this section. The District 
is hereby authorized to covenant with the holders of such assess
ment bonds or other obligations that it will diligently and faith
fully enforce and collect all the special assessme;Jts and interest 
and penalties thereon for which such certificates of indebted
ness or assessment liens have been deposited in or assigned to 
such fund, and to foreclose such assessment liens so assigned to 
such special fund or represented by the certificates of indebted-
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ness deposited in said special fl:ncL ~~fter such ;:s:'h:'~;smen lien~ 
have become delinquent, and deposit the pl·oeeeds dt,riv:~d fron· 
such foreclosure, including intel·est and penalti~:s, in such sp;~ 
cial fund, and to mak2 any other co\-::·r;<:nts d"'~:nL':d nece;:san
or adYisable in order to properly sc>nc~-e the :~ciders ot s~:L'h ~l~
sessment bonds or other oblig-ations. 

( 3) The assessment bonds or other •:,blig<ltions issued Pur
suant to this section shall have such date:,: of issue and m:~ ~:uri tv 
as shall be deemed advisable by the Board of Supervisors. lJr;_ 
vided, however, that the maturities of ;~uch assessment • 0 r 
other obligations shall not bo mol'e than t\1-u (2) yea~·s ai'ter the 
due elate of the last installment ·which 'Sill b.~ payable on any of 
the special assessments for vvhich sue~ assessment liew3, or the 
certificates of indebtedness represeDting such assessment lic1s 
are assig-ned to or deposited in SL1ch special fund, ' 

( 4) Such assessment bonds cr other 0bligations issued under 
this section shall bear interest at 11o·[; exce2dicg: six (G) l}2l.'cent 
per annum, shall be executed, shall ha'>·e such provisions for 
redemption prior to maturity, shali be sold i;l the mmmer ancl 
be subject to all of the applic:::,ble provi.cJions contained in this 
Act for reve11us bonds, except ~i.S the :?.ame may be incm•sistc!lt 
\vith the provisions of this section. 

(5) All assessment bonds o1· othe1· olJligations issc;.ed unuer 
the provisions of this Act, e:;eept cel·tifl.c:'ltes of indebted'l.t'S8 is
sued against separate lots or parcels o£ land or propert:y as J.)l'<'

vided in this section, shall be and constitute and have ~ell the 
qualities and inc1dec.ts of liogotiable im;tnunents cmder the law 
merchm1t and the laws of the State. 

Sectiol'. :.12. Issuance of Bond .-1nticipution Notes.-ll'- addi
tion to the other pow·2rs provided for in this Act and not .;n Jill'l
tation thereof, the District shall h<.lXe the po\.rer, at <111.'" •ime 
and fl'om time to time aft<cor the isslW1Ke of any bcmch ut th~.: 
District shall have beeu authcri:c•_::;_l, to burrov; mon;•y i ;r thi' 
purposes for which su:::h boi·:ds 8Xe to tt• issued in anticipnri'-'11 
of the receipt of the proceeds of the s~:\e of such bomi3 a<'cl t<l 

issue bcmd anticipation notes in ;·L principal <•mount Eot i;; •.•.x
cess of the authorized rrnximum <.m1Gi.~d of su·.::h bond isst:c. 
Such Dotes shall b'? in such denomi'latio:l \•?" c:~-~numinations, bc;ll' 

:ili.~~erEst at such rate or r~:.t~~s not in e~·.:css2 cf ;:::-.!.~.:: (6) ptl'(··et?t r;t:r 
annum, mature ~-,J such tin1c or times 1•ot btcr than fl\·e (.5) 

340 

fh· 

yl)ar2 ::_ 
term c•: 
t~·l~~n tl 
in s·_tc1 

l-

(i~lt.-.:.t:t~ 

LL.1 ~t!lTl~ 

l;:!i'd:' 

t l'et h: t' 

l h\'111 ~. 

. ' 
~ " ( f ! ~ t l ~ l 

p~J r;'-• ): 

:\Hd !I 

t '' !'•. o' t 

l!l:c:· 
t·:,:.pt'l 

uthL'\' 
011.(' ( 

:!li,·h 

.'I. it'll 

pr!t'( 

r-;nar 
b_\~ p 
:I ltd 

~~ 
r~, ~:t. 



ch assessment liens 
)Ceeds derived from 
alties, in such spe-

deemed necessarv 
holders of such a;_ 

?;ations issued Plll'
~ssue an~ maturity 

·1 Supervisors, }:Jl'o

.ssessment bonds or 
(2) years after the 

~ payable on any of 
sment liens, or the 
h assessment liens 
td. ' 

1tions issued under 
ng six ( 6) pe1·cent 
uch provisions for 
in the manner and 
> contained in this 
1ay be incollsistent 

tions issued under 
of indebtedness is
lr property as pro
~ and have all the 
mts under the lavv 

~ Notes.-In addi
l.ct and not in Jimi
ower, at any time 
any bonds of the 

TW money for the 
led in anticipation 
such bonds and to 
amount not in ex
. such bond issue. 
~nominations, bear 
'IX ( 6) percent ner 
iter than five ( 5) 

r 

LAWS. OF FLORIDA CHAPTER 67-764 
-------------------------------
years from the date of issuance, be renewable for an additional 
term or terms in the aggregate not in excess of five (5) years 
from the date of first renewal, and be in such form and executed 
in such manner as the Board of Supervisors shall p1·escribe. 
Such notes may be sold at either public or private sale~, or if such 
notes shall be renewal notes, may be exchanged for notes then 
outstanding on such terms as the Board of Supervisal'S shall 
determine. Such notes shall be paid from the proceeds of such 
bonds vYilen issued. The Board of Supervisors may in its dis
cretion, in lieu of retiring the notes by means of bonds, retire 
them by means of current revenues or f1·om any taxes or assess
ments levied for the payment of such bonds, but in such event 
a lilm amount of the bonds authorized shall not be issued. 

Section 43. Short TeYrn Borrowings.-The District at any 
time may obtain loans, in such amount and on such ter·ms and 
conditions as the Board of Supervisors may approve, for the 
purpose of paying any of the expenses of the District or any 
costs incurred or that may be incurred in connection with any 
of the projects of the District, which loaEs shall have a term 
not exceeding two (2) years from the date of issuance thereof, 
and may be renewable for .a like term or teTms, shall bear in
terest in any amount not in excess of six ( 6) percent per annum, 
and may be payable from and secured by a pledge of such funds, 
revenues, taxes and assessments as the Board of Supervisors 
may determine. For the purpGse of defraying such costs and 
expenses, the District may issue negotiable notes, warrants or 
other evidences of debt signed on behalf of the District by any 
one of the Board of Supervisors duly authorized by the Board, 
such notes or other evidences of indebtedness to be payable at 
such times, to bear interest at a rate not exceeding six ( 6) per
cent per annum and to be sold or discounted at such price or 
prices and on such terms as the Board may deem advisable. The 
Board shall have the right to provide for the payment thereof 
by pledging the whole or any part of the funds, revenues, taxes 
and assessments of the District. The appToval of the qualified 
electors who are freeholders residing in the District shall not 
be necessary except where required by the Constitution. 

Section 44. Trust Agree1nents.-In the discretion of the 
Board of Supervisors, any issue of bonds may be secured by a 
trust agreement by and between the District and 2. corporate 
trustee or trustees, which m<ty be any trust company or bank 
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having the pC.iY\-el"D of a tr1Jst curnp~;,1~y ~}.-~~~!!.i~l or \vith:JtX~ th2 
State. The resolution authol·iziGg the is-n:iilce of the bone:,, or 
such trust agl'eement may pledge the re\·enues to be ~·ecei \'eel 
from any projects of the District :::.ul mE:: \?ontain such ~wo
visiuns for protecting and eaforcing th~ '.'i;;;hts and remedies of 
the bondholders as the Board of Su;le~·visors may appro\·e, i11-
ciucling \Vithout limitation co-.-enant.s s·:tti;:g: fo1·th the cl.utics of 
the District in relation to the acqcJislti.on, construction, l'econ
struetion, improvement, maintenance, repn~r, operation and in
surance of any projects, the fixing and revising of the rates, 
fees, tolls, fares and chargeol, and the custody, sdeg;uarding arcd 
application of ~,_n moneys, and for the employment of counselling 
engineers in connection with such_ acquisitinn. construction, n
construction, improvement. mair<t2clance. repair ur operatio11. 
It shall be lav:fu1 for anr bank or i:n;st cDmpany incorporf'-tHl 
unde1· the laws of the Stc:.te \:o:;hich ma:: act as "' clepr)s:tory of 
the proceeds of boncl.s oi· of l'e\·enues to Jurnis'J such ~nc~enmify
ing bonds or to pledge such sectEities ~,:-; rt:~Y be l'd}Uired b~· 
the District. Such re,;ul u ticm or tn1st 2'QTl·ernent may set forth 
the rights and remedies of thE~ hondhold"l'S and of the trnste;·, 
if any, and may restrict the individual right of action by bond
holders. The Board of Sup:~rviso1·s may P''Ovide fo1· the p:nTm:nt 
of the procee(1S of the sale of the bo:1ds and the revenues of a11y 
project to such ofricer, board or deposiLn·y as it may dc':~ign:'t;' 

for the etistody thereof, and fer the m::>thod of disbw.·semr,r,L 
thereof with snch .safegu:1rds ancl recc;trictions as it may de;:er
mine. All expenses incurred in canying Glit the rrovisicns of 
such resolution or trust ar~Teemcr.t n1a;- be treated as p;:rt Gf 
the co2.t of operation of the project tc v;hich such trust n.~:·ree
me nt pel'tains. 

Section 45. Snlc of Bond'>.-Boncl,, n:."y be sold ill bl )Cks u1· 

installments at different tinH':'>, or a1· entire issw~ or serir~s ma_,. 
be sold at one time. Bonds nwy l)(~ Eo1d a(; v<blic Ol' pti\'cl'le sal<> 
afte1· such aclve·tis>c'm;·nt, if ,my, as tl:.o• I>:•;:ni of Supz::. .. ;i;cnL'. 
may deem advi;;;ibl buc net in ;•ny evr•nr at less th:.tn ni 
five (95) percent of the p:tr V<lhce the1·eo~'. tc;,·dher with :•.cc~·tu': 
inb:;rest thereml. Bonde-; may be sold o,- ;~x~·~l::'lged for l'"lU'1di2~:-~· 

bomb. Specid Hssessment and rcven'.lC' bouts may be deliven'ci 
as payment by the District of tht:: purch<1SC price or l2ase of ~111y 
pn;ject or part t.hel'eof, or a ccr:1bi;~atic'- cf projects Ol' pdrt:~ 

the l'eof, or 21 s th•::' P'-"'ChciSf; price or exchanged fo:· any ;:rDpert~·. 
real, personal ()r n1ixcd, i~tclnding· franc·hist~.-..~. l~j!' ser\rice.~ ren--
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dered by any contractor, engineer or other person, all at one 
time or in blocks from time to time, in such manner and upon 
such terms as the Board of Supervisors in its discretion shall 
determine. The price or prices for any bonds sold, exchanged or 
delivered may be (a) the money paid for the bonds, (b) the 
principal amount, plus accrued interest to the date of redemp
tion or exchange, of outstanding obligations exchanged for re
funding bonds, (c) in the case of special assessment or revenue 
bonds, the amount of any indebtedness to contractors or other 
persons paid with such bonds, or the fair value of any proper
ties exchanged for the bonds, as determined by the Board of 
Supervisors. 

Section 46. Authorization and Form of Bonds.-Bonds may 
be authorized by resolution or resolutions of the Board of Super
visors which shall be adopted by a majority of all of the mem
bers thereof then in office. Such resolution or resolutions may 
be adopted at the same meeting at which they are introduced, 
and need not be published or posted. The Board of Supervisors 
may by resolution authorize the issuance of bonds, fix the ag
gregate amount of bonds to be issued, the purpose or purposes 
for which the moneys derived therefrom shall be expended, the 
rate or rates of interest, which shall not exceed six ( 6) percent 
per annum, the denomination of the bonds, whether or not the 
bonds are to be issued in one or more series, the date or dates 
thereof, the date or dates of maturity, which shall not exceed 
forty ( 40) years from their respective dates of issuance, the 
medium of payment, the place or places within or without the 
State where payment shall be made, registration privileges, re
demption terms and privileges (whether with or without pre
mium), the manner of execution, the form of the bonds includ
ing any interest coupons to be attached thereto, the manner of 
execution of bonds and coupons, and any and all other terms, 
covenants and conditions thereof, and the establishment of re
serve or other funds. Such authorizing resolution may further 
provide that such bonds may be executed manually or by en
graved, lithographed or facsimile signature, provided that where 
signatures are engraved, lithographed or facsimile no bond shall 
be valid unless countersigned by a registrar or other officer 
designated by appropriate resolution of the Board of Super
visors. The seal of the District may be affixed, lithographed, en
graved or otherwise reproduced in facsimile on such bonds. In 
case any officer whose signature or a facsimile of whose signa-
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ture shall appear on any bonds or coupons shall cease to be such 
officer before the delivery of such bonds, such signature or fac
simile shall nevertheless be valid and sufficient for all purposes 
the same as if he had remained in office until such delivery. 

Section 47. Increase in .Ma;cimum Allowable Interest on Dis
trict Bonds.-Anything in this Act or the laws of the State to 
the contrary notwithstanding, if at any time and from time to 
time the general laws of the State of Florida permit the coun
ties, municipalities or political subdivisions of the State, or any 
of them, to issue general obligation, revenue, assessment or other 
bonds bearing interest in an amount or at a rate in excess of 
six (6) percent per annum, then the maximum allowable in
terest on any bonds of the District that may be issued during 
the effective period of such general law shall be the maximum 
amount or rate permitted under such general law. 

Section 48. Interim Certificates; Replacement Certijicates.
Pending the preparation of definitive bonds, the Board of Su
pervisors may issue interim certificates or receipts or temporary 
bonds, in such form and with such provisions as the Board of 
Supervisors may determine, exchangeable for definitive bonds 
when such bonds shall have been executed and are available for 
delh-ery. The Board of Supervisors may also provide for the 
replacement of any bonds which shall become mutilated or be 
lost or destroyed. 

Section 49. Negotiability of Bonds.--Any bond issued under 
this Act and any interim certificate, :receipt or temporary bond 
shall, in the absence of an express recital on the face thereof 
that it is nonnegotiable, be fully negotiable and shall be and 
constitute negotiable instruments within the meaning and for 
all purposes of the law merchant and the laws of the State of 
Florida. 

Section 50. Defeasance.-The Board of Supervisors may 
make such provision with respect to the defeasance of the right, 
title D.nd interest of the holders of any of the bonds and obliga
tions of the District in any revenues, funds or other properties 
by which such bonds are secured as the Board deems appropriate 
and, without limitation on the foregoing, may provide that when 
such bonds or obligations become due and payable or shall have 
been called for redemption, and the whole amount of the prin
dpal and the interest and premium, if any, due and payable 
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upon the bonds or obligations then outstanding shall be paid, or 
sufficient moneys or direct obligations of the United States Gov
ernment the principal of and the interest on which when due 
will provide sufficient moneys, shall be held or deposited in 
trust for such purpose, and provision shall also be made for 
paying all other sums payable in connection with such bonds or 
other obligations, then and in such event the right, title and in
terest of the holders of the bonds in any revenues, funds or other 
properties by which such bonds are secured shall thereupon 
cease, determine and become void, and the Board of Supervisors 
may apply any surplus in any sinking fund established in con
nection with such bonds or obligations and all balances remain
ing in all other funds or accounts other than money held for 
the redemption or payment of the bonds or other obligations to 
any lawful purpose of the District as the Board of Supervisors 
shall determine. 

Section 51. Bonds as Legal Investment or Security.-Not
withstanding any provisions of any other law to the contrary, 
all bonds issued under the provisions of this Act shall constitute 
legal investments for savings banks, banks, trust companies, in
surance companies, executors, administrators, trustees, guardi
ans, and other fiduciaries, and for any board, body, agency, 
instrumentality, county, municipality or other political subdivi
sion of the State, and shall be and constitute securities which 
may be deposited by banks or trust companies as security for 
deposits of state, county, municipal or other publiefunds, or by 
insurance companies as required or voluntary statutory deposits. 

Section 52. Agreements with the Florida Development Com
mission and Others.-The Board of Supervisors shall have the 
power to retain and enter into agreements with fiscal agents, 
financial advisers, the Florida Development Commission, engi
neers and other consultants or advisers with respect to the issu
ance and sale of any bonds, and the cost and expense thereof 
may be treated as part of the cost and expense of such project. 
Upon request of the Board of Supervisors, the Florida Develop
ment Commission may provide such technical assistance or other 
services relating to bond issues as may be necessary or desirable 
under the circumstances. 

Section 53. Covenants.-Any resolution authorizing the issu
ance of bonds may contain such covenants as the Board of 
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Supervisors may deem advisable and all such covenants sh<cll 
constitute valid and legally binding and enforceable contracts 
behveen the District and the bondholders, regardless of the time 
of issuance thereof. Such covenants may include, without limita
tion, covenants concerning the disposition of the bond proceed;;. 
the use and disposition of project revenues, the pledging of 
revenues, taxes and assessments, the obligations of the DistTict 
with respect to the operation of the project and the maintenance 
of adequate project revenues, the issuance of additional bonds, 
the appointment, powers and duties of trustees and receiver.s. 
the acquisition of outstanding bonds and obligations, restric
tions on the establishing of competing projects or facilities. 
restrictions on the sale or disposal of the assets and property 
of the District, the priority of assessment liens, the priority of 
claims by bondholders on the taxing power of the District, the 
maintenance of deposits to assure the payment of revenues by 
users of District facilities and services, the discontinuance of 
District services by reason of delinquent payments, acceleration 
upon default, the execution of necessary instruments, the proce
dure for amending or abrogating covenants with the bondhold
ers, and such other covenants as may be deemed necessary or 
desirable for the security of the bondholders. 

Section 54. Validity of Bonds; ~Validation Proceeding.s.-(1) 
Any bonds issued by the District shall be incontestable in the 
hands of bona fide purchasers or holders for value and sha1l not 
be invalid because of any irregularity or defects in the proceed
ings for the issue and sale thereof. Prior to the issuance of 
any bonds, the District may, but is not required to, publish a 
notice at least once in a newspaper or newspapers published or 
of general circulation in Orange and Osceola Counties, stating 
the date of adoption of the resolution authorizing such oblig~~'.

tions, the amount, maximum rate of interest and maturity of 
such obligations, and the purpose in general terms for which 
such oblig·ations are to be issued, and further stating that an:,
action or proceeding questioning the validity of such obligations 
or of the proceedings authorizing the issuance thereof, or of any 
covenants made therein, must be instituted within twenty (20) 
days after the first publications of such notice, or the validity 
of such obligations, proceedings and covenants shall not be 
thereafter questioned in any court whatsoever. If no such ac
tion or proceeding is so instituted within such twenty (20) 
day period then the validity of such obligations, proceedings 
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and covenants shall be conclusive, and all persons or parties 
whatsoever shall be forever barred from questioning the valid
ity of such obligations, proceedings or covenants in any court 
whatsoever. 

(2) The power of the District to issue bonds under the pro
visions of this Act may be determined and any of the bonds 
of the District may be validated and confirmed by circuit court 
decree, under the provisions of chapter 75, Florida Statutes, 
and laws amendatory thereof or supplementary thereto. 

Section 55. Within Act Furnishes Full Authority for Issu
ance of Bonds.-This Act constitutes full and complete authority 
for th~ issuance of bonds and the exercise of the powers of the 
District provided herein. No procedures or proceedings, publi
cations, notices, consents, approvals, orders, acts or things by 
the Board of Supervisors, or any board, officers, commission, 
department, agency or instrumentality of the District, other 
than those required by this Act, shall be required to issue any 
bonds or to do any act or perform anything under this Act, 
and the issuance or sale of bonds pursuant to the provisions of 
this Act need not comply with the requirements of any other 
law applicable to the issuance or sale of bonds, except as other
wise provided in this Act, and shall not require the consent or 
approval of the board of drainage commissioners of the State 
of Florida or of any other board, officers, commission, depart
ment, agency or instrumentality of the State of Florida or any 
political subdivision thereof. Except as otherwise provided 
herein. no proceedings or procedures of any character what
ever shall be necessary or required for the issuance of bonds 
other than the adoption of an appropriate resolution by the 
Board of Supervisors as provided in this Act with respect to 
the issuance of the same. The powers conferred by this Act on 
the District with respect to the issuance and sale of bonds shall 
be in addition and supplemental to the powers conferred by 
any other law . 

Section 56. Pledge by the State of Florida to the Bond Hold
ers of the D'istrict and to the Federal Government.-The State 
of Florida pledges to the holders of any bonds issued under this 
Act that it will not limit or alter the rights of the District to 
own, acquire, construct, reconstruct, improve, maintain, operate 
or furnish the projects or to levy and collect the taxes, assess
ments, rentals, rates, fees, tolls, fares and other charges provided 
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for herein and to fulfill the terms of any agreement made \Vith 
the holders of such bonds or other obligations, that it \Vill not 
in any way impair the rights or remedies of the holders, and 
that it >viii not modify in any way the exemption from taxa
tion provided in the Act, until all such bonds together \Vith 
interest thereon, and all costs and expenses in connectio::1 \Yith 
any action or proceeding by or on behalf of such holders, are 
fully met and discharged. The State of Florida pledges to and 
agrees ·with the Federal Government that in the event the Fed
eral Government or any agency or authority thereof shall con
struct or contribute any funds, materials or property for the 
construction, acquisition, extension, improvement, enlargement, 
maintenance, operation or furnishing of any of the projects 
of the District, or any part thereof, the State will not alter or 
limit the rights and powers of the District in any manner which 
would be inconsistent with the continued maintenance and oper
ation of such project, or any part thereof, or the improvement 
thereof, or which would be inconsistent with the due perform
ance of any agreements between the District and the Federal 
Government, and the District shall continue to have aud may 
exercise all powers herein granted so long as the Board of Super
visors may deem the same necessary or desirable for the carry
ing out of the purposes of this Act and the purposes of the 
Federal Government in the construction, acquisition, extension, 
improvement, enlargement, maintenance, operation or furnish
ing of any of the projects of the District, or any part thereof. 

Section 57. Agreements 1.o'ith Municipalities 1.uithin the Dis
trict for the .Joint Discharge of Com,mon Functions.-The Board 
of Supervisors of the District and the governing bodies of any 
one or more municipalities located -vvholly or partly \Vithin the 
District, whether now in existence or hereafter created, are 
authorized to enter into and carry into effect contracts and 
agreements relating to the common powers, duties and func
tions of the Board of Supervisors and other officers, agents and 
employees of the District, and the respective governing bodies of 
one or more such municipalities, and their respective officers, 
agents and employees, to the end that there may be effective 
cooperation between and coordination of the efforts of such 
municipalities and the District in discharging their common 
functions, powers and duties and in rendering services to the 
respective residents and property owners of such municipalities 
and the District. The Board of Supervisors of the District and 
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the governing bodies of one or more such municipalities are 
further authorized to enter into and carry into effect contracts 
and agreements for the performance of any of their common 
functions, powers and duties by a central agency or common 
agent of the contracting parties. 

Section 58. Cooperation Agreements with the State, Counties 
and 1Unnicipa.lities.-

(1) The State of Florida and the counties, municipalities 
and other political subdivisions and public bodies and agencies 
thereof, or any of them, whether now existing or hereafter 
created, are authorized to aid and cooperate with the District 
in carrying out any of the purposes and projects of the District, 
to enter into cooperation agreements with the District, to pro
vide in any such cooperation agreement for the making of loans, 
gifts, grants or contributions to the District and the granting 
and conveyance to the District of real or personal property of 
any kind or nature, or any interest therein, for the carrying out 
of the purposes and projects of the District, to covenant in any 
such cooperation agreement to pay all or any part of the costs 
of acquisition, construction, reconstruction, extension, improve
ment, operation and maintenance of any of the projects of the 
District, and to pay all or any part of the principal and interest 
on any bonds of the District and all or any part of the deposits 
required to be made into any reserve, renewal and replacement 
or other funds created and established by the indenture, reso
lution, deed of trust or other instrument securing such bonds. 

(2) The State of Florida and the counties, municipalities and 
other political subdivisions and public bodies and agencies 
thereof, or any of them, whether now existing or hereafter cre
ated, and the District created by this Act, are further authorized 
to enter cooperative agreements to provide for the furnishing 
by the District to the State or any county, municipality or other 
political subdivision or public body or agency thereof of any of 
the facilities and services of the District, or by the State or 
any county, municipality or other political subdivision or public 
body or agency thereof to the District and to persons, firms 
or corporations within the District of facilities and services of 
the type that the District is authorized to furnish or undertake, 
or such other facilities and services as may be determined nec
essary or desirable by the Board of Supervisors for the carrying 
out of the purposes of this Act, all on such terms and conditions 
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as the Board of Superv-isors ma:y deem appropriate. W'ithou': 
limitation on the foregoing, such cooperation agreements m:t;,
provide for the furnishing by any county, municipality or oth~;r 
political subdivision of fire and police protection for the Disnict 
:md persons and prope:.·ty ',vithin the District, and for the pn>
viding to the District of any services deemed necessary or d2-
sirable by the Board of Supervisors fo1· the proper fm,ctioning 
of the District 

(3) 1'\'ithout limitation of the foregoing, the Bo~U'd o£ Super
visors may unclerta!ce and finance any of the projects of the 
District, in >VhGle or in part, jointly with the City of Bay Lake, 
the City of Reedy Creek, Dr any othe1· municipality, no\v exist
ing or hereafter created, or in any other manner combine the 
pl·ojects of the District \"\-ith the projects of such municipa1ity 
or rmmicipalities, on s;.lch terms and conditious as the Bo~1rd of 
Supe:;_·visors shall appl'O';e, and the provisions of this _\c\, ill

eluding without limitation the provisions fo1· the tlnancing· of 
District projects through bond issm~s, shall be applicab1c [(> SLH:h 

projects. 

( 11) A11y ap·eement of the type autho1·ized by this sectio11 
may be mn,de and entered into pursuant to this Act Jc'l' such 
time or times, not exceedir;g forty ( 40) years, as shall be agreed 
by the parties thereto oc for such longe1· time as an)· bonds of 
any of the contracting parties, including 1·efunding bonds, nc-, 
main outstanding and unpaid, and Tnay contain such details. 
terms, provisions and conditions as shall be agreed upon by the 
parties thereto. Any such agreement may be made and entered 
into for the beneftt of the holders of any bonds of the District 
as well as the parties thereto and in such event shall be enforce
able in any court of competent jurisdiction by the holders of 
any such bonds or of the coupons appertaining· thereto. 

Section 59. Contracts, Grants ancl Coutri!Jut,ions.-The Dis .. 
trict shall have the power to make and ente1· all contracts and 
agreements necessary or incidental to the performance of the 
functions of the District and the execution of its powers, and to 
contract with, and to accept and receive grants or loans of 
money, material or property from, any person, private or public 
corporation, the State of Florida or any agency or instrumental
ity thereof, any county, municipality or other political subdivi
sion, or any agency, instrumentality or corporation of or created 
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bv the t.Jnited States of America, or the United States of Amer
i~a, as the Board of Supervisors shall determine to be necessary 
or desirable to carry out the purposes of this Act, and in con
nection with any such contract, grant or loan to stipulate and 
agree to such covenants, terms and conditions as the Board of 
Supervisors shall deem appropriate. 

Section 60. Tax Exemption.-As the exercise of the powers 
conferred by this Act to effect the purposes of this Act constitute 
the performance of essential public functions, and as the proj
ects of the District will constitute public property used for 
public purposes, all assets and properties of the District, and all 
bonds issued hereunder and interest paid thereon, and all fees, 
charges and other revenues derived by the District from the 
projects provided for by this Act shall be exempt from all taxes 
by the State or by any political subdivision, agency or instru
mentality thereof, provided, however, that nothing in this act 
shall be deemed to exempt from taxation any property, project, 
facility business activity or enterprise that cannot validly be 
undertaken as a public function by special taxing districts or 
other public bodies under the laws and Constitution of the State 
of Florida, and provided further, that nothing in this act shall 
be deemed to exempt any property, project, facility or business 
activity or enterprise of the District, or revenues derived there
from, which would be subject to taxation under the general laws 
of the State of Florida if such property, project or facility 
were owned or undertaken by a municipal corporation. 

Section 61. Suits Against the District.-No suit or action 
shall be brought or maintained against the District for damages 
arising out of tort or breach of contract, including without 
limitation any claim arising upon account of an act causing a 
wrongful death, unless written notice of such claim is within 
ninety (90) days after receiving the alleged injury given 
to the Secretary of the Board of Supervisors, with detailed spe
cifications as to the time, place and manner of injury. No such 
suit or action shall be brought or maintained unless brought 
within twelve (12) months from the time of the injury or 
damages. 

Section 62. Action Taken on Consent of Landowners.-Any 
action required under this Act or under chapter 298, Florida 
Statutes, to be taken on notice to the landowners of the District 
and on public hearing for the purpose of receiving and passing 
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on objections by landowners may be taken 'vithout such notice: 
or hearing upon the written consent of all of the landowners 
affected by such action. 

Section 63. Posting of Notice in Lieu of Publication.-In 
the event that at any time or from time to time no ne\V.'ipaper 
or newspapers shall be published or of general circulation in 
Orange or Osceola Counties, as the case may be, any notice re
quired by this Act or under any other law to be published in 
such newspaper or newspapers may be published by posting· such 
notice in at least ten (10) different public places 1vithin the 
District. 

Section 64. Changing Boundary Lines; A.nnexation and Ex
clusion of Lands; Creation of Municipalit-ies VVithin the Ter
ritorial Limits of the District; Limitations on the Fzm? [shing 
of Services Within Annexed Areas.-

(1) The Board of Supervisors may at any time strike out or 
correct the description of any land within or claimed to be 
within the boundary lines of the District upon the consent in 
writing of the owners of all of the land that would be included 
or excluded from the boundary lines of the District or other
wise affected by the taking of such action, and of the owners of 
not less than a majority in acreage of all the lands 1-.:ithin the 
District. The Board of Supervisors may enlarge the territorial 
limits of the District to include any lands not then within the 
District (a) upon the written consent of the owners of all of the 
land to be included in the District and of not less than a ma
jority in acreage of all the land then within the District. or (b) 
by resolution of the Board of Supervisors approved at a special 
election called for such purpose, by vote of a majority of the 
freeholders residing within the area to be annexed and a ma
jority of the freeholders residing within the District. The Board 
of Supervisors may contract the territorial limits of the Dis
trict so as to exclude from the District any land then ·within the 
District (a) upon the written consent of the ovvners of all of 
the land to be so excluded and of the owners of not less than 
a majority in acreage of all the land then within the District, or 
(b) by resolution of the Board of Supervisors approved at a 
special election called for such purpose, by vote of a majority 
of the freeholders residing within the area to be excluded and 
a majority of the freeholders residing within the District, or 
(c) by resolution of the Board of Supervisors appro,·ed by the 
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0\vners of not less than a majority in acreage of the land within 
the District. 

(2) Land (including prope~ty situated t~ereon) added to the 
District in the manner heremabove provided shall from the 
time of its inclusion within the District be subject to all of the 
taxes and assessments thereafter levied and assessed on other 
land or property of the District similarly situated. Land or 
propertv excluded from the District in the manner hereinabove 
provided shall from the date of such exclusion be exempt from 
taxes or assessments thereafter imposed by the District but 
shall not be exempt from any taxes or assessment theretofore 
levied and due with respect to such land or property, or from 
subsequent installments of taxes or assessments theretofore 
levied or assessed with respect thereto, and such taxes or as
sessments may be enforced and collected by or on behalf of 
the District in the same manner as if such land or property 
continued to be within the territorial limits of the District. 

(3) The Board of Super~isors for and in behalf of the Dis
trict shall have the right to file a petition in the Circuit Court 
for the Ninth Circuit, praying the court to amend its former 
decree incorporating the District by correcting the names of the 
lando\vners, by striking out any such names, by adding, strik
ing out or correcting the description of any land within or al
leged to be within the boundary lines of the District, or in any 
other manner amend its decree. Said petition may ask permis
sion of the court to amend or change the plan of reclamation 
adopted with respect to the District, or to correct any errors, 
omissions or other mistakes that have been discovered in the 
plan of reclamation, or may ask that the boundary lines of the 
District be extended so as to include lands not described by, or 
included in, the petition and decree of the court incorpo:ating 
the District. The proceedings on such petition shall be m ac
cordance with the provisions of section 298.07, Florida Statutes, 
and amendments thereto, provided, however, that the court shall 
have no jurisdiction or power in any proceeding under section 
298.07 to terminate the existence of the District or to limit or 
alter the rights, powers and authorities of the District provided 
in this Act. 

(4) Any owner of land located within the geographic limits 
of the District may not later than sixty ( 60) days following the 
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effective date of this Act make vvritten application to the Bo~n·d 
of Supervisors of the District to have the land of such <YWner 
excluded from the boundaries of the District, and in the ,;\·ent 
of such written application made vvithin such sixty-day period, 
the Board of Supervisors shall exclude the land of such O\Vner 
from the District and revise the boundaries thereof accoTdingly. 
Any taxes theretofore levied on such excluded lands by the 
Board of Supervisors shall be of no further force and ett'ect vvith 
respect to such lands and shall not constitute a lien on such 
lands, and any such tax theretofore collected vvith respect to 
such lands shall be refunded. No such application under this 
subsection shall be granted if made later than sixty ( 60) days 
after the effective date of this Act. 

(5) Nothing in this section shall permit the annexation or 
exclusion of lands contrary to the terms, covenants or condi
tions of any of the bonds or obligations of the District, or in 
any manner that would impair the security of the holders of 
any bonds or other obligations of the District. 

(6) Ko village, town, city or other municipal corp(lLltion 
having any of the powers or authorities of the District. or ;my 
like powers or authorities, shall hereafter be organized or es
tablished by any proceedings under the general lav,'s of the 
State if upon such organization or establishment th·~ h'ni
torial limits of such municipal corporation vvoulcl lie wlwJly <Jr 
partly within the territorial boundaries of the District, except 
upon the consent in writing given by a majority in acreage of 
the O\Vners of the lands within the District proposed to he go 
incorporated within such municipality, ~~nd no land \Vit11i1l the 
territorial boundaries of the District shall be annexed to or 
incorporated by any proceeding under any general or special 
lavv, now or hereafter enacted, into any village, to\Yn, city or 
other municipal corporation, now existing or hereaftt'l' cre:1tecl, 
except upon the consent in writing given by the owners of a 
m:·,jority in acreage of the lands vYithin the District to be ,<;{) 

:~nnexed or incorporated. 

(7) In the event that the territorial boundaries of the Dis
trict, as set forth in section 1 of this Act, are revised so ~ls tu 
include within the District any areas not presently cuntained 
withiE the District. the District shall not engage in the business 
of furnishing telc;phone service in such annexed area unless the 
District ( i) obtains from the Florida public service comn1ission 
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a certificate of convenience and necessity authorizing the Dis
trict to offer telephone service in such annexed area, and (ii) 
offers to purchase from any telephone company that is at the 
time engaged in the business of furnishing telephone service 
within such annexed area such portion of its plant and property 
suitable and used for such business in connection therewfth as 
lies within the limits of such annexed area, in a manner con
sistent with the provisions of section 172.09, Florida Statutes, 
and amendments thereto, for determining the price thereof; 

(8) In the event that the territorial boundaries of the Dis
trict, as set forth in section 1 of this Act, are revised so as to 
include within the District any areas not presently contained 
within the District, the District shall not engage in the business 
of furnishing electric power for sale in such annexed area, un
less the District shall offer to purchase from any person, firm 
or corporation that is at the time engaged in the business of 
making, generating or distributing electricity for sale within 
such annexed area such portion of its electric plant and property 
suitable and used for such business in connection therewith as 
lies within the limits of such annexed area, in a manner con
sistent with the provisions of section 172.09, Florida Statutes, 
and amendments thereto, for determining the price thereof. 

Section 65. Construction of District Projects.-The Legisla
ture hereby finds and declares that in order to accomplish the 
purposes of this Act, and in view of the novel and experimental 
nature of projects that the District is authorized to undertake, 
it is essential that the Board of Supervisors have discretion 
and authority with respect to the manner in which the corJ
struction of the projects of the District, including, but not by 
way of limitation, projects financed by District bonds, taxes or 
assessments, shall be undertaken. The Board of Supervisors shall 
have power and authority to acquire, construct, reconstruct, ex
tend, repair, improve, maintain and operate any of the projects 
of the District, and to that end to employ contractors, to pur
chase machinery, to employ men to operate the same, and di
rectly to have charge of and construct the projects of the Dis
trict in such manner as the Board of Supervisors may deter
mine. The District may undertake any construction work with 
its own resources, without public advertisement for bids. The 
Board of Supervisors in its discretion may, but shall not be re
quired to, let contracts for the projects of the District, either as 
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a whole or in sections, with or without public advertising and 
the receiving of bids, all on such terms and conditions as the 
Board of Supervisors may deem appropriate. In the event the 
Board of Supervisors advertises and receives bids, the Board of 
Supervisors shall let the contract to the lo;,vest responsible bid
der, provided, however, that the Board of Supervisors may in 
its discretion reject any and all bids. 

Section 66. Interest of Board llientbers in Contracts.-No 
member of the Board of Supervisors shall be deemed to have 
an interest in any contract of the District with any public or 
private corporation by reason of the fact that such supervisor 
is a director, officer, employee or non-controlling stockholder of 
such a corporation. Contracts of the Dish·iet with any such 
public or private corporation shall not be invalid or unenforce-
2ble by reason of such interest, and no supervisor shall be dis
qualified from voting or otherwise acting upon such contract 
as a member of the Board of Supervisors by reason of such in
terest, provided that each member of the Board of Supervisors 
i'ihall have submitted to the Board of Supervisors a statement 
of his interest in such corporation prior to the approval or au
thorization of the contract by the District. Such statement shall 
be maintained as part of the permanent record book of the Dis
trict for as long as such contract continues in effect and for not 
less than one ( 1) year thereafter. 

Section 67. Enforcement and Pcnalties.-

(1) The Board of Supervisors or any aggrieved person may 
have recourse to such remedies in law and equity as may be 
necessary to ensure compliance with the provision of this Act, 
including injunctive relief to enjoin or restrain any person vio
lating the provisions of this Act, and any by-laws, resolutions, 
regulations, rules, codes and orders adopted under this Act, and 
the cotlrt shall, upon proof of such violation, have the duty to 
issue forthwith such temporary and permanent injunctions as 
are necessary to prevent such further violation thereof. In case 
any building or structure is erected, constructed, reconstructed, 
altered, repaired, converted or maintained, or any building, 
structure, land or ;,vater is used, in violation of this Act, or of 
any code, order, resolution or other regulation made under au
thority conferred by this Act or under law, the Board of Super
visors and any person residing in the District may institute any 
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appropriate action or proceeding to prevent such unlawful erec
tion, construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, conversion, 
maintenance or use, to restrain, correct or avoid such violation, 
to prevent the occupancy of such building, structure, land or 
water, and to prevent any illegal act, conduct, business or use in 
or about such premises, land or water. 

(2) Any person violating the provisions of this Act or who 
shall f~il to abide by and obey any of the by-laws, resolutions, 
regulations, rules, codes and orders adopted under this Act 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Each day that the violation 
shall continue shall constitute a separate violation. 

(3) It shall be unlawful and a misdemeanor for the owner of 
any land subject to this Act, or his agent, or other persons, to 
advocate, propose, suggest, use or exhibit a map, plat survey 
or plan of subdivision or development of land except' in con
formity with this Act and the rules and regulations of the 
Board of Supervisors. · 

Section 68. In·vesbnent of Funds.-The Board of Supervisors 
may in its discretion invest funds of the District in (1) direct 
obligations of or obligations guaranteed by the United States 
of America or for the payment of the principal and interest of 
which the faith and credit of the United States is pledged; 
(~) bonds or notes issued by any of the following Federal agen
Cies: Bank for Cooperatives; Federal Intermediate Credit 
Banks; Federal Home Loan Bank System; Federal Land Banks; 
or the Federal National Mortgage Association (including de
bentures or participating certificates issued by such Associa
tion~ ;. (3) public housing bonds issued by public housing au
thonbes and secured by a pledge of annual contributions under 
an annual contribution contract or contracts with the United 
s.tates of America; ( 4) bonds or other interest-bearing obliga
tions of any county, district, city or town located in the State 
of Florida for which the full faith and credit of such political 
subdivision is pledged; or ( 5) any investment authorized for 
insurers by sections 625.0105 through 625.0115, Florida Statu
tes, inclusive, and amendments thereto. 

Section 69. Fiscal Year of the District.-The Board of Su
pervisors has the power to establish and from time to time re
determine the fiscal year of the District. Unless the Board of 
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Supervisors other\vise provides, the District shall be rm ~' calen
dar fiscal year. 

Section 70. Sererability of Proi'isions.-If any section 
clause, sentence or provision of this Act, or the application of 
such section, clause, sentence or provision to any pen:;on or 
bodies or under any circumstances sh::dl be held to be inopera
tive, invalid or unconstitutional, the invalidity of such section, 
clause, sentence or provision snall not be deemed, held or taken 
to affect the validity or constitutionality of any of the Temain
ing parts of this Act, or the application of any of the pnwisions 
of this Act to persons, bodies or in circumstances other than 
tbose as to which it or any part thereof shall have been held 
inoperative, invalid or unconstitutional, and it is intended that 
this Act shall be construed and applied as if any section, clause, 
sentence or provision held inoperative, invalid or uncrmstitn
tional had not been included in this Act. 

Section 71. Liberal Construction.-The provisions of this Act 
shall be liberally construed to effect its purposes and shall be 
deemed cumulative, supplemental and alternative authority for 
the exercise of the powers provided herein. 

Section 72. Notice.-It is found and determined that notice 
of intention to apply for this legislation was given in the time, 
form and manner required by the Constitution and by l~nv. Said 
notice is found to be sufficient and is hereby validated and ap
proved. 

Section 73. Effective Datc.-This Act shall take efTcd im
mediately upon becoming a law. 

Ap11roved by the Governor May 12, 1967. 

Filed in Office Secretary of State May 12, 1967. 
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House Bill No. 23 

AN ACT designating and naming a certain highway in Dade 
County as Interama Boulevard; providing an effective date. 

WHEREAS, the State of Florida Inter-American Center Au-
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