
BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVJCE COMM ISSION 

In rc: Appl ication for increase in 
vvatcr/wastcwater rates in Polk Coullly by Cypress 
Lakes Utilit ies, rnc. 

Dock~t o. 130:2 12-W 

Filed: ~ ~11 2-ol'f 

JOINT MOTION RF:Q UESTING COMIYHSSJON APPROVAL OF 
ETTLEMENTAGREEM~NT 

CYPRESS LAKES UT ILITI ES. lNC. ("Utility'' or "Company'') and the OFFICE OF PUBLIC 

COU SEL ("O PC") file th is Joint i\llotion requesting the Florida Public Service Commission 

(' 'Commission") lo approve the attached ettlcment Agreement. In support of this Joint Motion, the 

Uti lity and OPC state: 

I. The Utility and OPC have entered into a Settlement Agreement to resolve the Utility's 

Petition Protesting PAA Order No. PSC-14-0283-PAA-WS, in accordance with the terms of the 

ettlement Agreement. A copy of the Settlement Agreement is attached hereto as Exhibit ' A". 

I The Utility and OPC have entered into the Selllcmcnt Agreement to avoid the time, 

expense and uncertainly assoc iated with advcrsarial li tigation, in keeping with the Commission 's long

standing policy and practice of encouraging parties in protested proceedings to setlle issues whenever 

possible. For these reasons. the Utility and OPC request the Commission to expedi tiously issue a 

fina l Order approving the Settlement Agreement wi thout modification and close Docket No. J 302 I 2-

WS. 

3. Pending Commission consideration of the Settlement Agreement, the Utility and OPC 

request the Cornmiss ion to suspend discovery and all events currently schedu led in the CASR fo r this 

Docket tmt il such time as the Commission acts on U1i s Mot ion. 
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\VIIEH.EFORE, the Utility and OPC respec tfully rt:quest the Commissjon lo approve without 
modifica tion the attached Settlement Agreement and to suspend discovery and other evenls scheduled 
in U1is proceeding until a Final Order is issued closing U1is docket. 

!-
Respectfu ll y submiued this '?C dny of July, 20 14. 

'(}; ~q·x~~ 
Martin S. Fri edman 

/\ssociale Public Counsel 
Orfit:c of Public Counsel 
c/o The rlorida Legis lature 
Ill W. Madison Street, Room 81 2 
Ta llahassee. FL 32399-1400 

Attorney for Customers of 
Cypress Lakes Ulililies, lnc. 

friedman , Fri edman & Long, P.A. 
766 . Sun Drive, Suite 4030 
Lake Mary, Florida, 32746 

Attorney for Cypress Lakes Utilities, Inc. 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVI CE 
DOCKET NO. 130212-WS 

I li ERE BY CEHTIFY that a true and corrl.!ct copy of t.h~ forego ing Joint Motion Requesting 

Commission Approval or Seltkmcnl 1\grceml.!nl has been rurnished by electronic mail to the !'allowing 

'1t~ pany on Lhis ..L!.. Clay of July. 20 14. 

Keino Young. Esquire 
Office of lhc Genera l Counsel 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, I'L 32399-0850 



Exhibit "A" to Joint Motion 

BEf'ORE T il E FLORIDA PUIJLI C ERYICE COMM JSS lON 

ln rc: Application for increase in 
water/wastewater rates in Polk County by 
Cypress Lnkes Uti litiGs Inc. 

Docket o. 130212-WS 

SETTLEMENT AGREEi\ I ENT 

~ 
T l liS SETTLEMENT 1\ GREE I!C Tis made and entered into this ?>c day of July 2014, 

by and hGtw~en Cypress Lakes Utilities, Inc. (''U tility' ' or "Company") and the Office of Public 

Counsel ("OPC''). on behalf of the customers or the Utility. 

\VITNE ETll 

WI IEREAS. the Florida Public Service Commission ("Commission") issued Proposed 

Agency Action Order No. PSC- 14-0283-PA!\-WS in thi s docket on May 30,2014 ("PAA Order"); 

and 

WI IEREAS, on .June I 7, 20 14, the Ut ility fi led a timely prowst of' the PAA Order: and 

WllERE/\ , on June 25,20 14, OPC Jikd its Notice o r Intervention; and 

WIIER EAS. in order to avoid the time, cx p~nsc and uncertainty assoc iated wi th advcrsarial 

litigation. and in keeping wi th the Commission's long-s tanding policy and practice of encouraging 

part ies in protested proceedings to settle issues whenever possible, the Utility and OPC hereby 

enrer into thi s Agreement to settle this case in accordance with the terms and conditions herein. 



... ······ ·······-····--···-·--·---·---

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual covenants set forth below, the 

Utility and OPC agree as follows: 

1. The second to last paragraph of the discussion of rate case expense in the P AA 

Order is deleted and replaced with the following paragraph: 

Although the Utility believes that all of the rate case expense \vas prudent, in 

order to settle this disputed issue, the Utility accepts and OPC agrees to a further 

reduction to rate case expense of $29,607, resulting in a total approved rate case expense 

of $88,821. This acceptance shall not be construed as an agreement by the Utility of a 

methodology of reducing rate case expense based upon a percentage reduction. 

2. The submission of this Settlen1ent Agreement by the Parties is in the nature of 

an offer to settle. Consequently, if the Settlement Agreement is not accepted and approved 

\Vithout modification by Commission Order, then this Settlement is rejected and shall be 

considered null and void and neither Party may use the attempted agree1nent in this or any 

other proceeding. 

3. The Utility and OPC expressly agree that all activity relating to this docket 

should be suspended until the Commission disposes of the Joint Motion Requesting 

C01nmission Approval of this Settlement Agreement. 

4. This Settlement Agreetnent will become effective on the date the Commission 

enters a final order approving the Agreement in total. Upon the Commission issuing a final 



order approving; this Scul ...:ment J\grccment, the Utili ty' s Petition protesting the PAA Order 

shall be deemed resolved, in accordance with the terms of this Settlenwnt Agreement. 

5. The Parties have evicknced th~.;ir acceptance and agreement with the provisions 

of this Seulcmcnt Agreement by their signatures, and personally represent that U1cy have 

authority to ...:xccute this Settlement Agreement on bchal r of their respective parties. 

/\ ssociatc Public Counsel 
On behalf or the Customers or 
Cypress L1kes Utilities. Inc. 

CYPRE S LAKE UTILlTIE , lNC. 

0~ 
Martin S. Fried an 
/\ ttomcy for Cypress Lakes Uti lities, Lnc. 




