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Board of County Commissioners 
Columbia County, Florida RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
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Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Re: Notice of Abandonment of Water Utility as provided in 
Section 367.165, Florida Statutes 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Please be advised that this firm represents the Suwanee River Water Management District 

(the "District") 

As you may be aware, there exists a certain community water system and its associated, 

pumps, tanks, piping and personal property used in its operations located in Columbia County, 

Florida which is designated by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection ("the DEP") 

as PWS No. 2124409 (the "Utility"). The Utility is in the business of supplying potable water to 

its customers in Columbia County, Florida, including, but not limited to, the Haight Ashbury 

community in Columbia County, Florida. Previously the Utility was owned and operated by 

Jeffrey L. Hill, Jr., alk/a Lance Hill, d/b/a Lance Water ("Lance Water"). 

Lancer Water and the Utility were the subject of a certain enforcement action brought by 

the DEP styled State of Florida, Department of Environmental Protection v. Jeffrey L. Hill, etc., 

Case No. 2015-390 CA, In the Circuit Court of the Third Judicial Circuit, in and for Columbia 

County, Florida (the "Enforcement Action"). In the Enforcement Action, the DEP and Lance 

Water entered into a certain stipulation which was approved and adopted by the court in that 

certain Consent Final Judgment filed on June 17, 2016 (the "Consent Final Judgment"), a copy 

of which is enclosed. The Consent Final Judgment (by adopting the stipulation) provides that 

Lance Water does not own or operate the Utility. 

Presently, the District owns a certain parcel of real property in Columbia County, Florida 

which has been assigned Parcel No. 03-4S-17-07486-001 by the Columbia County Property 

Appraiser (the "Well Property"). 

All of the water used by the Utility to service its customers is groundwater which is 

pumped from the well located on the Well Property. Further, the Utility uses the Well Property 

to house its pumps and other equipment. 
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The District acquired the Well Property by foreclosing a money judgment on a larger tract 
of property which was then owned by a third party (not Lance Water) and which included the 
Well Property. At the time the District acquired title to the Well Property, the Utility was already 
using the Well Property as set out above. The District has never had any contractual or other 
business relationship with Lance Water. The District has never received any consideration from 
Lance Water for the use of the Well Property. The District has never asserted any control over 
the Utility. The District is not an entity which owns, operates, manages or controls the Utility or 
any part thereof. Therefore, the District denies being under the purview of Section 367.165, · 
Florida Statutes and its proscription against abandonment except as provided therein. This is 
especially true in the case of the District because under Florida law water management districts 
are prohibited from engaging in "local water supply distribution." Section 373.703(4), Florida 
Statutes. 

However, without waiving any of the foregoing, the District hereby gives notice of the 
abandonment ofthe Utility as provided in Section 367.165, Florida Statutes. 

Please govern yourself accordingly. 

Enclosures 
cc: Mr. Noah Valenstein (via email only) 

Mr. Roary Snider (via email only) 
Mr. Joel Foreman (via email only) 

Sincerely, 
Davis, Schnitker, Reeves & Browning, P.A. 

George T. Reeves 
For the Firm 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

I"TA TE OF FLORIDA :E:::::LUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA ~----:.~_,~_; :_:·,_::_; 
fF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, . 
l . ' ~ .. ·- ... 

Plaintiff, .. : ~. ~ : 

Case No.: 2015-390-CA --vs. .. 
i 
JEFFREY L. HILL and J. LANCE HILL 
d/b/a LANCE WATER 

Defendants. 
______________ ......;/ .;;?,. ~-;;_,~,. 

CONSENT FINAL JUDGMENT~'lt.' 
. . ~·t:_'ff:'·:~ ;~~~:}~,·~- ~t~.4·"' 

. THIS MATTER having come before this c§ui?epfirs~~rto a Stipulatio'ilfor Settlement 
I , , ·;.:.• ''L~;.&:':i\; ''\;)~;:.·~. .. i.Xc~;;;~\,\~J~~:t, 
*nd Entry of Consent Final Judgment C'Stipulation'~:a copy of whiclt,Wattache'djitld incorporated 
, · · · · ·,w'f•~' " · " 

~ereto as Exhibit "A") filed by Fld~di Dipirtment of EnViM~me~f~i~;~t~tion ( 
i ·:~ . , . ' 

j·Department"), Je~y L. Hill Sr. ( "~r. Hill"~ &Ad !~:ferr L. f'IiiJ dlbia Lance Wa:er ( "L.W") ( 

~epartment, Mr. H1ll and LW collechvelyrefetredto as the "Parties") and the Part1es havmg 
! . 

; . ·. . ,··' .', '· ~ ;'- ., . .\ : <, P' 

~esolved'.~is ~atter in accordance~~if~the provisions of the Stipulation, it is 
., '"·.::u:r?;_, .. ·-~·:-~ .. }~:~t-~~~~· \~~~~:-~_:;,;i:\·) . 

ORDERED ANDl~PJBDGED that the terms of the Stipulation, entered into between the 
... '~~·:··:;:',':·· .. · :~ .. ~~r~~(.:~ 

Parties are hereby'~dopfed ~d incorporated as though fully set forth herein, and the Parties shall 

fmply with and be bound by the terms of the Stipulation and this Court shall retain jurisdiction 

f enforce this Judgment. 

1 ~ML 
DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at Live Oak.~ County, Florida on this 

)i day of J'f';\'-2016. 

Acting Circuit Judge 
:Kirk White 

J ffery L. Hill Sr. 

I 
J 

I 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THETHIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORiDA 

STATBOFFLoRIDA DEPARTMENT 
OF ENVlRONMENTAL PROTECTIO~, 

Plaintiff, 

vs .. 

JEFFREY t.. HILL and J .. LANCE HILL 
dlb/a, LANCE WATER 

Case No,.: 201S-390-CA 

.,, 
' } + . .. 

-

·'. ·• ·:·: .. -.· .. ,'!:: ·:; ·<: ~;. . ""'· . .~-l.~.r::i··~>( 
.STIPULATED FOR SETTLEMENT AND'JQOO;MQTIQN FOREr;rtR'f'OF CONSENT ... · .. ~:@l)t~,.! \~~~!(; 

The Parties, State Qf!<loxjda, IJepartriient ofEnviroi\lnentiil Ptb:ltction ("Department"), 
; . ~.·:~ .. :~;~:~-- ·~ -~,--- ·~ , .· ,_;·:··.:~·;:r~~~, -\~!::·_.:}\.:.:~;.f.;r 

and 1 effery L ... Hill.. Sr. (Mr~;Hill) and .Jeffery L. #ilt·dlbJ&;.~<fe·Watet (LW) ( DepiUirnent, Mr. 
·.) ..:,. :·. · .. '';, . )"_ -~},:>~: t ~~/~·~·:i '/;;~;-.. ·~~~~~ 

Hill and LW ctillectively the Partie&) hereb)renter'into this Stipulation for Settlement ( 
-··:'' 

Stiptilatio!l) :and jointlymov~ for entry o.hiUll~ as a Consent Final Judgment (CFI) and hereby 

stip'l!late and agree to the {olio Wing: 

l. Tiie Department is the regUI atory agency of th~ $~te of Florid~ charged with the 
•;,! 

powe~ and duty to ii:Jlpl~mcmt ~nd enforce Chapter 403, Florida Statutes {Fla. Stat.) inclUding but 

not iiw.Jted to the uFlorida. Safe Drinking Water Act," sections 403;850-403.864, Fla. StAt. ~~:nd 

the Florida Adm:inisttativ.e: Code (F.A.C.) Rule$ prolJlulgated thereunder, 

2. Neither Mr. Hiil ·no,r LW currently own or op~ate the Water FaCility located at 

p~cel 1D Number 03-4S4 7•07486..:001 o:n CountzyClub Road in Lake City, Columbia CoUilty 

Florida (W atet Facility) and that is. believed to serve the residents of(lncluding but not necessary 

l 
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)iJQited to) the Haight Ashbury community located along SE Lindale Glenn in Lake City, 

C' .. >lwnbia County Florida. 

3. Bec:a.use neither Mr. Hill nor LC owns or operate$ the Water Facility, they are not 

"suppliers of water" from the Water Facility·as defined in Section 403.852(8) Fla. Stat and 62-

550.200(87) F.A.C. 

4. Mr. l;lill and LC shall not opetate (operation to include monetar?billing) the 

Water Facility. This prohlbition shall continue unless and until the Pai1i~f&:e.':M~~f:e and 
'~f11r;(:!·,t·~·'· 

sn..:h agceement is duly adopted as a modification to this CFJl , ~?t~~~" ,. 
r·' ·~ " 7P' 

5. The Parties agree that thi' Stipulation shalr~~tibitr~ full and fi.Dali~judication 
~- "-·' ',\•,'!'): 

o:fthe matters at issue in this case. ' ' ·, ';::t:~~r., :"i· <··: :,
1
> 

6. The Parties shall beartheir~wn costs, expenses aiid;a~o~~.fees incutted in this 
' .. - ~ ' ' . <•,"' 

mtttter. 
·. ' .·. ~·J ~~~:~./ .• '. ~;1'/,f:.~; :~:; ~~-

' Thil C:owt"l11a1J"fetainjurisdietkn o~er;this.tna~erto enforce the tenn• and 
. ., . . . :-·;~)i~;;~;fi . ~·~:·tz:· 

7. 

conditions ofthis Stipulation and my order adoptillg said Stipulation until completion of all terms 

contained herein. 

8. This Ap;c:m~t maybe signed in counterparts, and upon execution· by all parties, each 

ex.:cutcd counterpart sball be considered an original. 

The Parties agree to entry ofa Consent Final Judgment iDcorpoTiting the terms of this 

Stipulation without ftu;thcr notice or hearing: 

. Fffr tile DepartloeDt 

~ng 
Di:ltrict Director 
Northeast District 

Date: 06·16·16 

For Jeffery L. Hill Sr . 

.$..-¥/.'~ 
·Jeffery L. Hdl Sr. 

Date:6-f? 1t 

For Jeffery L. Hill dlbla Lance Water 
.· ... · .. ·-.·~· 

~-&~~ 
Jeffery L. Hili' Sr. 

2 
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· Joyce Cameron 

From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Subjed: 

Microsoft Outlook 
Willis, Anne (Anne.Willis@dep.state.fl.us); kirk.white@dep.state.fl.us 
Thursday, June 16, 2016 5:09 PM 
Relayed: Columbia County 15-390-CA 

Veli»e¥)1 to-t:hew r-eci:p.:e..ntl' or ~-"' w CO'Wipl.e.t~ but: n.o- d.eUNe¥)1 not"~ 
w~~bythe--~1.01'\t!enle.r: 
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