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SIERRA CLUB’S COMMENTS  
REGARDING PROPOSED ISSUES 

 
 

The Sierra Club hereby submits its comments on the proposed issues from the 

Office of Public Counsel (“OPC”), the Federal Industrial Power Users Group 

(“FIPUG”), and Walmart, pursuant to direction from Commission Staff. 

 
OPC’S PROPSED NEW ISSUE 

 
Proposed Issue:  In the event federal legislation is passed and signed into law 

between now and a reasonable period after new base rates 
become effective that results in a change in the corporate 
income tax rate to which Gulf is subject, or changes in the 
depreciation allowance for tax purposes associated with plant 
additions incorporated in test year rate base, what 
adjustments or provisions, if any, should the Commission 
make to address such changes? Should the Order in this case 
require a limited reopening within a reasonable period after 
new base rates become effective to address income tax 
expense as well as the accumulated deferred income taxes in 
the capital structure in the event such legislation is passed that 
would impact Gulf's revenue requirements? 

 
Comment: Sierra Club supports the inclusion of this issue. The 

Commission ought to consider what procedures will best 
protect customers should changes in the tax rate provide 
significant benefits to shareholders. 
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FIPUG’S PROPOSED ISSUE 
 
Proposed Issue: What need exists, if any, for Scherer Unit 3 to serve Gulf’s 

retail customers? 
 
Comment: Sierra Club supports the inclusion of this issue. As the 

Commission has never issued a formal order approving Gulf 
Power Company’s (“Gulf”) purchase of an interest in Plant 
Scherer or issuing a need determination for Scherer Unit 3, 
Gulf should bear the burden of proving that Scherer Unit 3 is 
in fact needed to serve retail customers before being allowed 
to recover costs associated with that unit from those 
customers. 

 
 

WALMART’S PROPSED NEW ISSUE 
 
Proposed Issue: Should the Commission require Gulf to initiate a stakeholder 

process involving Gulf and its customers with the purpose of 
collaboratively developing additional energy supply options 
for Gulf and its customers, with particular emphasis on 
renewable energy measures and initiatives? 

 
Comment: Sierra Club supports the inclusion of this issue. This type of 

stakeholder process would benefit interested parties and 
customers, giving them an opportunity to engage in efforts to 
expand energy supply options and renewable energy. 

 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted this 1st day of March, 2017. 
 
 

 /s/ Lane Johnson 
  ________________________ 

Lane Johnson 
Law Office of Lane Johnson, PLLC 
1722 Newton Street NW 
Washington, DC 20010 
(912) 222-6746  
ljohnsonlawoffice@gmail.com 

      
Qualified Representative for Sierra Club 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true copy and correct copy of the foregoing was 
served electronically on this 1st day of March, 2017 on:  
 

Lee Eng Tan/Bianca Lherisson/Kelley 
Corbari /Stephanie Cuello  
Office of the General Counsel 
Florida Public Service Commission 
ltan@psc.state.fl.us 
kcorbari@psc.state.fl.us 
blheriss@psc.state.fl.us 
scuello@psc.state.fl.us 

J.R. Kelly/Charles J. Rehwinkel/ 
Stephanie Morse 
Office of Public Counsel 
kelly.jr@leg.state.fl.us 
rehwinkel.charles@leg.state.fl.us 
morse.stephanie@leg.state.fl.us 
 

Bradley Marshall; Alisa Coe 
Earthjustice 
bmarshall@earthjustice.org  
acoe@earthjustice.org 
ruhland@earthjustice.org 
Attorneys for Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, 
League of Women Voters of Florida 

T. Jernigan/A. Unsicker/L. Zieman/N. C 
Federal Executive Agencies  
c/o AFCEC/JA-ULFSC  
Thomas.Jernigan.3@us.af.mil  
Andrew.Unsicker@us.af.mil 
Lanny.Zieman.1@us.af.mil 
Natalie.Cepak.2@us.af.mil 
Ebony.Payton.ctr@us.af.mil 

Jon C. Moyle, Jr./Karen A. Putnal 
Moyle Law Firm, P.A. 
jmoyle@moylelaw.com 
kputnal@moylelaw.com 
Attorneys for FIPUG 

Mr. Robert L. McGee , Jr. 
Gulf Power Company 
rlmcgee@southernco.com 

J. Stone/R. Badders/S. Griffin 
Beggs Law Firm  
jas@beggslane.com 
srg@beggslane.com 
rab@beggslane.com   
Attorneys for Gulf Power Company 

Robert Scheffel Wright/John T. La Via, 
Gardner Law Firm  
schef@gbwlegal.com  
jlavia@gbwlegal.com 
Attorneys for Wal-Mart 

Steve W. Chriss 
Wal-Mart Stores East, LP; Sam’s East, Inc.  
stephen-chriss@wal-mart.com 

 

 
This 1st day of March, 2017.   

/s/ Lane Johnson  
  Lane Johnson 

Qualified Representative for Sierra Club 




