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1 PUBLI C COMVENT

2 (Wtnesses sworn en nasse.)
3 (Interpreter sworn.)
4 M5. MEDRANO M nane is Lydia Medrano and |
5 live in Tanpa. That's where | raise ny famly.
6 retire right now fromcounty governnent. | used to
7 work as a researcher, contract manager and
8 onbudsman for the agency that | was working wth.
9 I''m here representing LULAC, the League of Latin
10 Anerican Citizens. W call it LULAC. It's a
11 Hi spanic civil rights organization, the ol dest and
12 | argest volunteer base in the nation. LULAC s
13 m ssion is to advance the econom c condition,
14 education, attainment, political influence,
15 housi ng, health and civil rights of the Hi spanic
16 population living in the United States. | amthe
17 I edi ate past national vice president for the
18 sout heast region. As such, | was a nenber of the
19 LULAC National Board of Directors. | continue to
20 serve LULAC as Director of Florida District 1 in
21 Hi | | sborough County. The focus of my work is in
22 organi zi ng counci |l s, devel opi ng awar eness and
23 enpowering the communities.
24 The LULAC national assenbly, in its convention
25 this July 2019, affirnmed three things: A, the
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1 right of people to breathe air free of pollutants.
2 And, two, to support its efforts to achieve zero
3 greenhouse gas em ssions, |like the use of equi pnent
4 that emts zero pollution. And, third, it affirns
5 its support for the use of renewabl e energy and
6 | egislative initiatives for | ow cost solar
7 pr ogr ans.
8 | respectfully ask the Florida Public Service
9 Conmmi ssion to take this standard-setting neeting to
10 reset the ten-year energy goal -- energy
11 conservation goals, with a strong energy efficiency
12 and solar goals for the utilities in the state.
13 Pl ease put consuners first because noderate- to
14 | ow-i ncone consuners in particular live in a tight
15 budget and will benefit fromreduced energy costs.
16 There are mllions of low to m ddle-inconme people
17 in Florida that pay a disproportionate share of
18 their incone in energy. Regardless of race or
19 ethnicity, energy costs inpact their well-being.
20 In addition, pollutants put themat greater risk of
21 poor health and probably deat h.
22 LULAC nenbers and others we hear fromin the
23 Tanpa Bay area say that they have to sacrifice
24 basi ¢ necessities to be able to pay energy bills.
25 Many tines, they cannot afford nedicines, food, air
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1 conditioning, |ife-saving equi pnent and ot her basic
2 necessities. They are lowto-md -- these are | ow
3 to md-incone individuals, mnorities, disabled,

4 famlies with children, honebound individuals with
5 chronic illnesses, et cetera.

6 Waste from em ssions from power plants

7 threaten our quality of life. In Florida, we live
8 in a constant threat from severe weather, fl ooding,
9 heat and pollution. Florida is the | eader on sol ar
10 energy, but it is alnost last in terns of energy

11 efficiency, the only | ast one is Al abana.

12 The utility conpanies in the Sunshine State

13 must focus on clean energy. This can happen if the
14 PSC sets the highest -- highest-energy-efficiency
15 goal s.

16 Thank you and | hope ny nessage reaches all

17 t he Comm ssioners. Thank you.

18 (Whereupon, the follow ng statenent provided

19 through Tania Sadl er, English-Spanish interpreter.)

20 M5. MEDINA: My nane is Maria Medina. | have

21 lived in Florida for 21 years. There are four

22 people that live in ny honme and | |ive in Tanpa.

23 | have worked for the Florida Famly Primary

24 Care Center Conpany for five years as a community

25 liaison. | work mainly with the elderly.
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1 | belong to several community organizations

2 i ke the Asoci acion Dom ni cana de Tanpa, which is

3 t he Associ ation of Dom nicans from Tanpa and the

4 League of United Latin American Citizens, LULAC

5 The m ssion of the Asociacion Domnicana is to

6 pronot e Dom ni can culture and offer support to our

7 community. The mssion of LULACis to inprove

8 financial conditions, education, political

9 i nfl uence, housing, health and the civil rights of
10 Hi spanics that live in the United States.

11 |"'m here today to ask the Public Service

12 Comm ssion, PSC, to establish energy goals that are
13 efficient and within reach of the consuners. W

14 ask that they place the interest of the consuners
15 above the interest of the energy conpanies.

16 | ask the PSC to establish energy efficiency
17 goals to help famlies of |ow and m ddle incone

18 while at the sane tine doing what is right for the
19 environment. The environnent affects the health of
20 children, adults and the elderly enornously. There
21 is alot of pollution in Florida and | see this

22 everyday when | talk to ny elderly clients.

23 Furthernore, the elderly depend on the Soci al

24 Security to cover their expenses and they are the
25 ones that suffer the nost because they cannot pay
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1 for their nedications, food, housing, and other

2 essenti al expenses.

3 Preventive illnesses end up becom ng chronic

4 i1l nesses and sonetines |ead to death. |

5 personally have allergies, asthma and rheumatoid

6 arthritis, but | have to work to survive.

7 | have attached evidence of the cost of

8 el ectricity in nmy honme. During the [ast 20 nonths,

9 the electricity cost $4,211. 2018, the electricity
10 cost $2,625, an average of $219 a nonth. During

11 the last eight nonths of this year, it has cost

12 1,586, which is an average of $198.25 a nonth.

13 This is very high for ny budget, considering that I
14 did turn off the air conditioning when it wasn't

15 too hot, even though I am an asthmatic and | have
16 allergies. The expenses are very high, since | do
17 have a son who's in college and | have to help him
18 with his education expenses. Furthernore, | have
19 to pay insurance on two cars, a nortgage, a car

20 | oan, gasoline for ny car, because ny office

21 requires that | travel to other clinics and | al so
22 have a debt with the IRS.

23 | f the energy expenses were |lower, | would be
24 able to help ny son with his education, ny

25 medi cati ons, which cost $100 a nonth because | have
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1 asthma and rheumatoid arthritis. | would like to

2 see nore solar energy prograns avail able for

3 famlies of |ow and noderate incone. |It's

4 i nportant to conserve energy so that we pollute

5 | ess and we can face the environnental crisis.

6 Thank you very nuch to the Conm ssion for its

7 time, and | hope that strict energy efficiency

8 obj ecti ves and sol ar are adopt ed.

9 MR SINCLAIR M nanme is David Sinclair. |
10 live at 8434 Pebble Circle, Tanmpa, 33615.

11 The community where | reside is a retirenent
12 comunity where | live with ny 95-year-old father,
13 for whoml'mthe sole caregiver. |I'ma retired

14 social worker and a retired public school teacher.
15 | do volunteer work for several non-profits to
16 which | belong and |I'm a nenber in good standing in
17 all of them Anobng these organi zations, which |

18 bel ong to, is the League of United Latin Anerican
19 Ctizens, LULAC, L-UL-A-C which is the ol dest

20 Hi spanic civil rights organization in the United

21 St at es.

22 Here in Florida | am LULAC s chairman for

23 environnent and climte issues. | serve as the

24 source of valuable information for our nenbers and
25 what is of concern to Floridians and what they can
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1 do to actively get involved in environnental and

2 climate justice issues. Such issues include

3 matters of energy efficiency, climate-rel ated heat

4 stress and our community's right to breathe air

5 free of pollutants, and we support efforts to

6 achi eve zero greenhouse gas em ssions by opposing

7 any projects or proposals for new or expanded oil

8 and frack gas infrastructure.

9 |'"'mal so a nenber of Organize Florida's

10 Climate Justice Committee in Tanmpa. O ganize

11 Florida is a conmunity-based nonprofit organi zation
12 of I ow and noderate-incone people dedicate to the
13 principles of social, racial and econom c justice.
14 Organi ze Florida's Cimate Justice Commttee seeks
15 to build just, equitable and resilient communities,
16 particularly to stop fracking and the expansi on of
17 fracked gas use by Florida utilities.

18 Furthernore, I'malso on the steering

19 commttee of the Florida Interfaith Cimte Actions
20 Net wor k, seeking to rai se consci ousness on the

21 environnmental and climte-rel ated burdens of

22 under-served frontline communities in our state.

23 So you may wonder why |'m here today during

24 the Public Service Comm ssion's FEECA heari ngs.

25 "' m here because the issue of setting higher energy
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1 efficient standards for Florida utilities is of
2 nost concern to ne as a custoner of Tanpa Electric
3 and as a Floridian with a conscious fed up with the
4 poor record of energy conservation in our state and
5 fed up with the very | ow energy efficiency
6 standards set at present here in Florida.
7 So to further elaborate on the specifics of ny
8 reason for being here at the 2019 FEECA heari ngs, |
9 will say the following: First, | need the Florida
10 Publ i c Service Comm ssion to make good deci si ons,
11 whi ch hel p the consuner, not just favor the welfare
12 of the utilities. Second, | need the PSC to nmake
13 good deci sions that pronote behavioral and
14 operational changes by residents and buil ding
15 owners. Third, | need the PSC to keep its eye on
16 the prize, which should be the betternent of the
17 heal th of our community, which will result from
18 hi gher energy efficiency standards and | ess energy
19 wast e.
20 Additionally, I will state that my reason for
21 bei ng here at these hearings is that | want to ask
22 the PSC to be nore accountable to all Floridians.
23 | ask who does the PSC stand up for? | ask, isn't
24 the PSC just a puppet for the utilities in Florida,
25 whi ch see the busi ness of producing and
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di stributing energy as a cash cow? Finally, | ask,
does the PSC realize that a strong demand-si de
managenent program especially for renewabl e energy
systens, would provide custoners with economc
relief they seek, because such a programis
actually in line with the best nmanagenent practices
in other states, which consider system c benefits
of efficiency.

In summary, whose side is the PSC really on?
Well, you see, | don't mnce nmy words. | believe
that the clinmate crisis is intensifying and Florida
iIsits bull's-eye. | wonder whether the PSC even
sees its role as a force in helping our state to
reduce the inpact of pollution fromfossil fuels.
| wonder whether the need for nore solar energy
prograns in Florida is falling on deaf ears at the
PSC. Perhaps |I'm m staken and the PSC really cares
about the need for |ow or noderate-incone famlies
to have |l ower energy bills, through know ng nore
about energy efficiency.

Thank you for your tine.

(Whereupon, the follow ng statenent provided

23 through Tania Sadl er, English-Spanish interpreter.)

24

25

MR JUARBE: M nane is Cesar Juarbe. |I'm

originally fromPuerto Rico. | cane here because
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11

1 of the Hurricane Maria and, well, | live with ny
2 sister and ny nephews. M/ electric conpany is FPL
3 and | conme to express ny ideas about energy and
4 renewabl e energy.
5 First of all, the issue of renewabl e energy
6 and energy in general is a matter of civil rights.
7 And | say it's a matter of civil rights because our
8 constitution guarantees us a right to life. And
9 that right to alife is not really so if what we're
10 living is an unhealthy |ife. There is a difference
11 bet ween being alive and living with dignity.
12 For exanple, you could see sonebody who's
13 living wth cancer or sonebody who's bedridden and
14 they are alive, but those are not the conditions
15 that are nost adequate and what we woul d want for
16 peopl e.
17 Now, the way | see it, the energy or resources
18 of energy, which would be oil and carbon, really
19 affect the environnment and they affect the health
20 of people, creating asthnma or cancer of which |I am
21 al so a patient.
22 VWll, | would like to clarify. |I'm not
23 currently a cancer patient, but | was a cancer
24 patient four years ago.
25 And as a father and grandfather, | worry about
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12

1 the future and about the world that we're going to
2 | eave for the children, for ny daughter and
3 grandchildren. | understand that we have to create
4 a better future for the future generations, but
5 t hat begins with doing sonething today. W also
6 have a right to live in a healthy world.
7 Lastly, | understand -- the way | understand
8 it, reducing the costs of energy will contribute to
9 all of the econony of the state. Because the
10 popul ation of Florida is 21.5 mllion people and if
11 the energy costs were reduced by just one dollar
12 per person, that's 21.5 mllion dollars. Over the
13 course of 12 nmonths, 258 mllion dollars and that
14 Is noney that isn't going anywhere. |It's going to
15 stay within the econony of the state and contri bute
16 to the econony here.
17 M5. MLCH  Good afternoon, Conm ssioners. M
18 nanme is Gabrielle MIch. | live in Longwood,
19 Florida in Semnole County. | amhere today to
20 pl ease ask you to keep the energy efficient goals
21 and incentives and progranms for Floridians in place
22 and consi der expansion of the current prograns.
23 Pl ease hel p keep our grow ng popul ati on ener gy
24 secure in a sustainable fashion. | have lived in
25 nmy honme for 25 years and there are about 2,600
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13

1 homes in ny subdivision. Over the years, our
2 famly has utilized the different energy efficient
3 prograns provi ded by Fl orida Power and Duke Energy.
4 Qur home was constructed in the late '70s and
5 when -- we have invested in nmany efficient
6 i nprovenents to |lower our bills and save energy
7 over the years. | believe in strong, clean energy
8 i ndependence and noving away fromdirty fossil
9 fuel. We raised our three children in this hone
10 and have certainly -- |'ve certainly done ny share
11 of rem nding fol ks to save energy by turning the
12 lights off, fans, shutting the refrigerator door
13 and keeping the air at 78 to 80 degrees. | work in
14 publ i c education, environnental protection and
15 sustainability.
16 | rode here today in a rental car, a Tesla S.
17 | encourage each of you to rent an electric car to
18 travel to your next out-of-town neeting. W own a
19 Ni ssan Leaf and a conventional car. Com ng today
20 for this neeting has been an adventure and a quest
21 to inplore you to please adopt and continue to set
22 strong energy efficient and solar goals for our
23 state. | amhere to rem nd you we have a huge
24 i nflux of new residents, aging housing stock and so
25 much new construction. Conservation of our energy
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resources will help protect our future in Florida.
| ama volunteer with the League of Wnen

Voters in Sem nole and Orange counties and the

Co-Chair of the Natural Resources Committee. In
2019, | was chair of our county's solar
cooperative. | was very pleased that we, as

vol unteers and with Sol ar United Neighbors, could
hel p many fol ks get solar infornmation.

Before nmy participation in this vol unteer
program we installed solar in our honme in 2018. |
was unsure about naking this investnent at the
time, but now!l amcertain it was the right choice.
| nprovi ng and expandi ng sol ar rebate prograns for
the Sunshine State will benefit our current and
grow ng popul ati on.

Air conditioning has made life possible in
Florida. Wy are strong efficiency goals inportant
to me? | have had high energy bills in the past
while raising my famly and could certainly have
used the extra noney spent on energy towards
i nportant expenses incurred while raising a fam|ly.
When ny kids were small, we signed up for our
utility's programnot to use as nuch energy during
peak demand tinmes. It was very difficult to get

the kids to do their honmework after school and for
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1 nme to prepare dinner when it was so warmin our
2 home. | think about how many | owinconme famlies
3 and elderly and other fol ks who could not be here
4 today to ask you to naintain and increase the
5 energy efficient goals and incentives to help them
6 reduce their bills.
7 | wish we had solar energy back in our hone in
8 those days. It was an investnent that | believe
9 t hat has hel ped us save nobney and generate energy
10 to help other Floridians.
11 The federal rebate was a wonderful addition to
12 our decision. | have concern for |ower-incone
13 fol ks who could benefit fromthe current energy
14 rebates and incentives that may not have had an
15 opportunity -- that many not have that opportunity
16 in the future. By utilizing -- by utilities
17 I nvesting just one two-percent of the utility's
18 profits for the custoners to becone energy
19 efficient and nore resilient, we all wn.
20 Honmeowners and renters who use the incentives
21 save noney and energy. W get a reduction and nore
22 efficient use of energy, potentially delaying the
23 construction of dirty power plants and creating a
24 nore secure energy portfolio. By using energy
25 wi sely, we can keep our air, water cleaner and
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1 | essen the inpacts of climate change. Florida is
2 so vul nerable. Resiliency and energy efficiency
3 are also critical, especially during hurricanes and
4 recovery peri ods.
5 Thank you for considering ny request today and
6 hel pi ng others. Please strengthen our state's
7 security and bright future. Adopt strong and
8 effective energy efficiency goals and sol ar
9 support. W need a conmitnent to clean and
10 renewabl e energy.
11 MR, QU NONES: Hello. W nane is Edward
12 Quinones. |I'ma resident of Clearwater, Florida
13 and a resident since 1989, sone 30 years. | have
14 four children, five grandchildren and two
15 great-grandchildren. | amthe chair for the State
16 of Florida for LULAC, the League of United Latin
17 Anerican Citizens, for human rights. [I'mon the
18 Board of Directors of Puerto Ri co Connect and
19 secretary of the Hi spanic Caucus of Pinellas County
20 Denocratic Party.
21 |"mhere to demand that the Public Service
22 Conmm ssi on place high goals for energy efficiency,
23 especially solar. Wiy do | say that? It is really
24 preposterous to hear in the Florida state, the
25 state of sunshine, be so absent with sol ar panels.
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1 I lived in Spain many years and in Spain, another

2 sunshi ne country, they have sol ar panels on every

3 building in Madrid and cover | arge areas of the

4 | and and they are serious about saving their

5 citizens on energy costs. For exanple, their

6 gasoline is probably in the range of $5 or nore.

7 So, in their case, they' re working very hard to

8 t ake advantage of one of their great resources,

9 which is the sunshine.

10 So thisis -- I"ma senior citizen and

11 obvi ously any savings for ne in a fixed incone wll
12 wor Kk wonders and | thank you very nuch.

13 (Wher eupon, the foll owm ng statenent provided
14 t hrough Tani a Sadl er, English-Spanish interpreter.)
15 M5. MANUELA: COkay. | would like to do ny

16 Interview in Spanish because | would feel nore

17 confortabl e.

18 Well, solet ne tell you, | have been a nurse
19 for four years. | know what is human pain. That
20 has taught nme to know what is human pain. | ama
21 grandnot her -- and great-grandnother. | have 12
22 grandchil dren and | have great-grandchildren. And
23 12 and 12. That's 24. So that neans that ny

24 mssion is to speak for children and the young,

25 because they're the future and we have to guide
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1 them we have to teach them and we have to | ove

2 them and respect them And | feel that the climte

3 Is very inportant right now It's very inportant

4 for the health and so that we can protect humanity

5 and the children and their future. | would |ike

6 for the legislators to create awareness. That is

7 I mportant and that they do what is best for the

8 comuni ty.

9 There are many things that nowadays are not
10 going well and we have to fight for the well-being
11 of the country. And there are nmany nore things,
12 but I want to be brief. And I pray to God above
13 that He shine a light on you so that we can deal
14 with this situation.

15 Thank you very nuch.

16 MR. SANTANA: Ckay. M nane is Eliseo

17 Santana. Represent several organizations, Puerto
18 Ri co Connect, LULAC, which is the League of United
19 Latin Arerican Citizens, the Consul in Pinellas.
20 I'"'malso the Vice President of the League of Wnen
21 Voters for north Pinellas County. |It's amazing,
22 but I'ma father of four, a grandfather of 13, 12
23 girls and one boy. And so a grandfather of 12

24 girls, what does he do? He joins the League of

25 Wnen Voters and, hence, |I'mthe vice president of
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1 t he organi zati on.
2 |'"ve been, as | said before, living in
3 Pinellas County in Florida since 1980, al nost 40
4 years now, after four years of being in the Arny.
5 Florida is ny hone. It is where all of my children
6 and all of ny grandchildren have been born and
7 where they live. They all live w thin walking
8 di stance of ny hone.
9 I"'min a fixed inconme, sinply because |
10 retired six years ago, a little bit over six years
11 ago. | retired fromthe sheriff departnent,
12 Pinellas County Sheriff Departnent, with 31 years
13 of service. So | own ny own hone, an
14 1, 100-square-feet hone, and ny electric bill is
15 about $300 now. |It's been steadily creeping up. |
16 suspect that the insulation in the house is
17 deteriorating, the age of the air conditioning,
18 it's also getting ol der.
19 So because I'min a fixed income, every single
20 dollar that | pay is one less dollar that | have to
21 be able to spend on other needs that | have. |
22 cal l ed up Duke Energy, ny |ocal provider, and asked
23 for a energy evaluation, which |I thought was a
24 standard request. Back in 1980, when | first
25 bought my first hone in Pinellas County, it was an
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1 ol der hone and | called the service provider,
2 el ectrical service provider, and they cane and did
3 a conpl ete energy evaluation on ny hone. They
4 pressurized it, saw where the | eaks were, they
5 | ooked at the ducts to nmake sure there was no
6 | eaks. They | ooked at the insulation. They |ooked
7 at -- and all these things and they canme back and
8 gi ve nme recomrendati ons as to how to save the
9 wattage usage. And if | opted to do -- increase ny
10 i nsulation of the attic, that was a requirenent,
11 they even had a substantial discount that woul d be
12 applied if | used the conpany that they had
13 selected. Sane thing with the wi ndows. And |
14 opted for many of these and had a reduced anmount of
15 el ectricity usage.
16 So back again, | called Duke Energy, ny
17 current provider, and they said there was no such
18 program avail able that | could hire sonebody to
19 come in and eval uate the energy usage of ny hone.
20 | called the insulating conpany who | ooked at ny
21 attic, which | suspected was in need of nore, and
22 they did. They said it was under the current
23 standard and it would require something of $750 to
24 i mprove. Now, $750 | can easily get back in a year
25 with the savings of having it installed, but I'min
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1 a fixed income and $750 is a substantial anount
2 that I would have to spend right off the bat and
3 that will reduce ny ability to be confortable and
4 to provide for other things that | need. So | have
5 not put in the insulation, but yet the need is
6 t here.
7 | recently discovered that they were putting
8 in for hundreds of mllions of dollars -- the
9 utility conpanies in Florida -- to increase the
10 anount of power generation that was avail abl e, that
11 was needed in Florida, but yet they were not
12 spending a dine on reducing the need for people
13 like nyself, to use electricity. And it seens to
14 me that for a fraction of that noney, they can
15 spend sone kind of programthat will allow soneone
16 like me to reduce ny electrical needs, thereby
17 reduce the need for power generation to be built
18 and to be maintained, a significant reduction in
19 overhead as a state in the generation of power and
20 a great increase and the confort |evel and the
21 econom cs of nysel f, because for every dollar that
22 | do not spend giving it away to a conpany that's
23 going to be taking it out of the state, | can use
24 it to buy groceries, to buy clothing, to buy the
25 needs that | have locally, and that in turn gives
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nore noney to a | ocal conpany who then hires people
who gets -- the stinulation of the economcs is
tremendous that occurs and we're | acking. A small
of ampunt of investnent can lead to a great
increase in lifestyle and the quality of life in

Fl ori da.

Secondary -- well, the other issue that |
have. |1'ma veteran and | have spent ny life
ensuring that our country is standing on two solid
feet, that our national defense is taken care of,
not just for ne, but for nmy children and ny
grandchi l dren and those that cone after. And it
appears to ne that when we are reliant on a fuel
source that is external to Florida, that we're
putting the national defense at jeopardy.

| remenber in the 1980's with the enbargo, the
I rani an enbargo and the issues that we had, and we
have not learned. It is inportant for our national
security that we reduce our dependence on fuel,
particularly that that comes from outside the
country, but even that that is inside. W need to
spend our noney to nmake sure that each and every
home, ny hone, generates as nuch energy as it can
by having solar panels, windmlls, whatever is

needed, to locally provide that energy that | need,
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because it's essential for our national security.
It's essential for the well-being of our conmunity.
It is essential for the State of Florida. Help us.

Finally, | amextrenely upset that a
Conmmi ssion that is a Public Service Conm ssion that
IS designed to ensure that |, as a citizen, that
t he people of Florida have, that energy needs are
nmet, are not hearing ne speak what ny needs are.
That is un-Anerican and needs to change. Renenber,
you're here to provide a service for us citizens,
not a service for those individuals that are
providing the energy generation. M eyes are on
you. Thank you.

(Di scussion off the record.)

M5. KEMP: M nane is Janel Kenp and | stand
here as a life-long resident of the Sunshine State
and | currently livein Mam. |'mhere with the
New Florida Majority and |I'mhere to join voices
with Florida residents and ot her organi zati ons that
believe it's necessary to have clean energy for the
future of our state during this pivotal tinme of
transition.

As we know, the new plan of action is to cut
ener gy savings goals of 2014, pulling energy

efficiency back by 99.9 percent. These roll backs
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1 on energy efficiency will have the nost adverse
2 affects on I owincone comunities, as they're the
3 ones that are paying the nost for their energy.
4 According to Yale Environnent 360, one-third
5 of U S. households struggle to afford their energy
6 bills. Personally, |'ve seen this effect in the
7 lives of close friends and fam |y nenbers through
8 nmy life. M nother is a school teacher in
9 M am - Dade School System since 2001 and through the
10 years she's seen students cone in through her
11 classroons with famlies that have struggled to
12 make ends neet and it's not uncomon for a student
13 to her that they were unable to conplete their
14 homewor k or study for a test because the night
15 before the energy had been turned off.
16 So the area ny nomteaches in is not even
17 known to be | owinconme, which goes to show the
18 wi despread effects of energy burdens that alludes
19 to the nore common struggles that actually -- that
20 actual lowincome comunities face.
21 In places |ike Tallahassee, the | osses of
22 fundanent al resources can becone dangerous to
23 famlies in the hot tinmes of sumrer and the cold
24 wi nter nonths. C eanenergy.org says that if
25 efficiency rates 2014 are to be slashed, that this
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1 could nean 6.2 mllion famlies are | osing access

2 to energy efficiency programthat hel p save noney

3 and reduce pollution. These progranms are nost

4 needed by mnorities for a few inportant reasons.

5 One, the prograns help create safer and

6 nore-efficient honmes for those who can't afford to

7 repl ace their appliances and cause the higher costs

8 of energy rates in the first place. The second

9 reason being it inproves environnental conditions
10 that mnorities are nost susceptible to.

11 Also, as a renter in Tallahassee, | find it's
12 hard to i nprove on energy efficiency due to | ack of
13 control we have over the appliances that are

14 previously -- that were previously installed in our
15 units. Because of these -- these conpl exes can

16 benefit from-- I'msorry -- businesses |like these
17 conpl exes can benefit fromincentivized prograns,
18 as well, and have the potential to affect thousands
19 of residents. Yet, these sanme prograns are in

20 danger of being cut.

21 These are the changes that are necessary if we
22 are to nmake the inportant strides toward

23 el i mnating greenhouse gases that are creating the
24 polluted air and mainly affect -- and polluted air
25 that is mainly affecting the health of mnority
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1 comuni ti es and causing coastal cities |ike Mam

2 and others to flood.

3 Not to mention the noney that it woul d save

4 renters could go to basic needs |ike food, clothing

5 and better quality of life in general. | would

6 like to reiterate the urgency of the PSC and have

7 stronger energy efficiency and solar goals. The

8 residents of our state have a genui ne concern and

9 interest in creating nore energy efficient

10 lifestyle so that we can have -- give a brighter

11 future to our next generation and would | ove the

12 hel p of our providers at acconplishing this goal.
13 W want to know if you will use your power to help
14 generate this vision in Florida.

15 MR, MARCELIN: Hello. M nane is MacKenzie

16 Marcelin. |I'ma current resident of Mam , Florida
17 and currently working for New Florida Majority as
18 its climate justice organizer. Qur organization

19 focused on bring political power to communities of
20 color in the State of Florida and enpowering those
21 comruni ties.

22 Gowng up, | lived all over Florida and |

23 remenber FPL bills comng in the nail as early as |
24 can renenber. M nother raising three children on
25 her own, there were tinmes growi ng up that she had
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to choose between paying the high electricity bill
or paying for other essential expenses. So this
experience is not mne alone. Many Floridians are
having to pay large portions of their incone to
rent and utilities and having nothing left. People
are having to choose between electricity bills or
food and nedi cation. W have the ability to
produce technology for efficient and cl ean energy
that could change the |ives of famlies across
Florida. W can |ower costs. W can have cl eaner
air. W can nake these changes. And at this
point, we are allowng these famlies to live in
t hese conditions.

It's time for the Public Service Comm ssion to
remenber who and why these serve. Each person on
t hat Conm ssion nust know that they are beholden to
the public and no one else. Yet, they do a
di sservice to Florida consuners when they ease the
responsibilities of these billion-dollar conpanies.
They do a disservice to the public when our voices
aren't allowed to be heard at this hearing. They
do a disservice when | owincone famlies and
communities of color pay nearly three tines nore in
their energy bills and are nore likely to face

pollution fromthese conpani es' output of dirty
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1 fossil fuels -- of fossil fuel energy.

2 The PSC is essentially allow ng | owincone

3 famlies and communities of color to overpay for

4 their own demse. This is why we need to set

5 hi gher energy efficiency goals and transition to

6 cl eaner energy so we can protect our comunities

7 and the nost vul nerabl e.

8 The climate crisis i s happening now and we

9 need to act now. The PSC need to realize that they
10 serve and represent the best interest of Florida

11 resi dents and not Duke Energy and certainly not

12 FPL. If the PSC were to approve of the |aughable
13 goals of these utility conpanies, they would | ower
14 an already-snmall benchmark fromthese large utility
15 conpani es and essentially sanction the burden that
16 Is placed on the back of these front-1line

17 conmuni ti es.

18 There is a theft going on in Florida. FPL

19 ot her conpanies |ike them are robbing Florida

20 resi dents of our noney, health and environnment

21 around them This is why we need to do sonet hing
22 about it. This is why we need to have | ower

23 efficiency goals -- or better efficiency goals and,
24 agai n, protect our comrunities.

25 M5. VARGAS: | have four itens to discuss.
114 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
Premier Reporting (850)894-0828 Reported by: Dana Reeves



29

1 kay. And I'mjust going to read them The first
2 itemis affordability. Florida inconmes have been
3 flat for the last 12 years and have hovered at
4 around $60, 000 per household. It is nuch |ess per
5 capita and for senior citizens who average about
6 $1,440 a nonth in Social Security benefits. Many
7 retirees pay alnost 10 percent of their nonthly
8 i ncone toward utility costs. Florida's electric
9 bills average $126 a nonth, while the nationa
10 average is $111.37 cents a nonth. \Were | |ive,
11 whi ch is Pasco County, inconmes below -- inconmes are
12 bel ow t he poverty level for 15.9 percent of the
13 popul ati on as of 2017. |In sone areas in Dade City,
14 the Hi spanic population is 53 percent bel ow poverty
15 level. Wiile 71 percent of Pasco County residents
16 are honeowners, property values are stil
17 recovering or are under water fromthe 2008
18 recession so there's no easy escape for themfrom
19 their housing cost dilemma, other than taking a big
20 | oss, going into foreclosure or going into
21 bankr upt cy.
22 This is what's happening to ny next door
23 nei ghbor whose utility bills are over $300 a nonth.
24 He is retired, currently in pre-foreclosure and
25 closing -- and losing his honme, and you can check
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1 Zillow for that. You know, he's ny next door
2 nei ghbor. So you'd find ny address, his address
3 next to mne. Meanwhile, during the same period,
4 utility conpani es have nade a | ot of profits and
5 profits at Duke Energy have nearly doubled to over
6 2.4 billon dollars.
7 The second thing is the use of renewable
8 energy resources. Duke Energy currently has only
9 1.7 percent of its electricity produced through
10 renewabl e resources. There is no solar rebate
11 assi stance programin Florida at the present tine
12 and nmy cost to go solar, which | investigated
13 recently for 1,500-square-foot honme, is in excess
14 of $17, 000.
15 O the resources that Duke Energy uses,
16 37 percent are sourced fromgas. Gas is highly
17 toxic and ny conmunity specifically has a 1.5
18 greater rate than other populations in terns of
19 asthma from pol | utant environnents.
20 Per 1,500 peer-reviewed scientific studies,
21 all scientists agree that gas is harnful to people
22 and the environnment and is -- let nme see -- it's
23 sonething like 84 tines a greater environnental
24 toxin than anything, than CO2, for exanple.
25 kay. The UN goal is to keep gl obal warm ng
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1 | evel s to an increase of 1.5 degrees by 2030 to
2 avoi d catastrophic gl obal warm ng, rising seas,
3 I ncreased extrene weather and flooding. |f present
4 warm ng trends continue, we stand to | ose billions
5 of dollars of Florida coastal properties and
6 busi nesses according to National Geographic,
7 Sept enber 2016 or ' 17 issue.
8 My recommendati ons, Florida' s present energy
9 policies are virtually toothless and | acking
10 specific authority to regulate utility conpani es.
11 The buck has effectively been passed to an
12 appointed utilities comm ssion that is not directly
13 accountable to the people. Thirty-eight states in
14 t he uni on have adopted standard renewabl e energy --
15 renewabl e energy policies for utility conpanies
16 with specific goals and definite conpliance
17 standards as mandated by state | aw, despite great
18 environnmental hazards. Florida is not one of those
19 states. The Conm ssion should recomend such
20 policies for the State of Florida and recomrend
21 that the | egislature pass renewabl e energy
22 | egi sl ati on subject to transparency,
23 accountability, and public oversight.
24 MR, SAPORTAS. M nane is Joseph Saportas and
25 I"ma current resident of Clearwater, Florida. |
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1 formerly lived in North Reddi ngton Beach, Florida,
2 owni ng a hone since 1982, Duke Energy, fornerly FPL
3 as ny provider of energy in the area.
4 I"ma native Floridian, originally from
5 Jacksonville. M famly actually noved in to
6 Florida in the 1940's. Currently |I'ma nenber of
7 the foll ow ng organi zations: President of the
8 Pi nell as County Denocratic Hi spani c Caucus, board
9 menber and sergeant in arnms of the Pinellas
10 Denocratic Party, Deputy Director for Elderly with
11 LULAC Florida, currently also president of Saportas
12 I nsurance and al so a sal es nmanager/consul tant for
13 SkyBeam Technol ogi es, which is an LED technol ogy
14 conpany.
15 Today |'m here because as a native Floridian,
16 an active private citizen, to urge the Public
17 Servi ce Conmm ssion to demand strong goals for
18 energy efficiency and solar. |In fact, solar is
19 cl ean, safe, does not result in destruction of our
20 environnment, as do fossil fuel generation. |
21 currently consult in not only insurance, but
22 technol ogy, which ties into energy efficiency. In
23 representing the elderly, including nyself, Florida
24 has the nost sunshine of any state, but |ags the
25 nation in solar energy generation. Energy
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efficiency neans that Floridians save noney. There
I's no excuse for our |lack of higher energy
efficiency.

As a native Floridian, | remenber when our
Public Service Comm ssion was el ected, nostly on
savi ng noney on services and energy for the
consuner. Since you are appoi nted, you shoul d
strive to save noney for our consumers.

It's conmmon know edge that | owincone
famlies, Latino, Afro-Americans and the elderly
struggl e and pay sone of the higher costs for their
energy usage. W as Floridians and you as the
Public Service Comm ssion need to take positive
action to help higher efficiency standards help
everyone. Having extra noney from energy savings
allows the elderly on fixed inconmes to pay for
food, for drugs, other needs, as well as those with
| ower inconme to provide nore for their children,
their education and their supplies for school.

In closing, | wish to reiterate my support for
the Public Service Comm ssion enacting higher
energy efficiency standards for our energy
providers in requiring nore solar and hi gher energy
efficiency when possible. Thank you for your tine.

(Whereupon, the follow ng statenent provided
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gh Tani a Sadl er, English-Spanish interpreter.)
M5. RUZ: M nane is Maria Victoria Ruiz.

I|"m Colunbian and a citizen of the United States.

My utility conpany is TECO [|'ve lived in the
United States for 15 years. | amdivorced and |
live alone. | ama nenber of the organization,

LULAC, and we have as our mssion to help Hi spanics
in the United States.

| am here making -- giving this statenment as
an opportunity to request that the Public Service
Commi ssi on guarantee that there be solid objectives
for energy efficiency and sol ar energy. For ne,
energy efficiency represents a | ot of progress and
devel opnent for our country in every sense.

| would like for nore efficient goals to be
established as far as energy and electricity so
that | owincone consuners, the retired, head of
househol ds, et cetera, for whomthese services are
very expensive. W nust protect the environnment
agai nst damage. W are requesting that these
public service conpanies offer better service to
the community of Florida.

We're searching for solutions to protect the
health of the population, the air, and the air that

we breath, for the wildlife and for the wldlife in
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1 the State of Florida. | propose that education

2 canpai gns fromthe conpani es be provided for the

3 protection of the environnment, that the conpanies

4 of fer better prices and excellent services in

5 Fl ori da, canpaigns for the protection of the

6 heal t h, because Florida is our life, it is our

7 hone.

8 We need clean water in Florida w thout

9 chem cal s nor contai nnents. W need energy w t hout
10 cont am nati ng other aspects of our life and our

11 health. Energy could be provided through sol ar

12 panel s or hydroelectric energy, as is done in

13 third-world countries, like they do in South

14 Anmeri ca.

15 The utility conpani es should focus on

16 protecting the waters, the wildlife and what is

17 nost inportant, those of us who live and | ove the
18 State of Florida.

19 The consuners, we woul d feel nuch better with
20 changes so that we can receive these utilities,

21 utilities that are clean and pure, not

22 cont am nat ed.

23 | would like to say thank you for listening to
24 nmy proposals. We will all be nmuch happier with the
25 utilities in Florida and we could be an exanple to
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1 ot her states. Thank you.
2 M5. DIPBOYE: M nane is Mary Di pboye and
3 live in Wnter Park, Florida with ny husband,
4 Robert, and we are both retired. W have lived in
5 our hone for nine years. W noved here when ny
6 husband took a job at UCF and we decided to stay
7 when he retired. Florida is a beautiful state and
8 we |ove it here.
9 In 2014, | heard that the Public Service
10 Comm ssi on had dropped sol ar rebate requirenents,
11 plus they had gutted energy conservati on and energy
12 efficiency goals for the state's electric
13 utilities. | was stunned and angry. | thought
14 that the state policy was taking -- | thought that
15 the Public Service Conmm ssion was taking the
16 Sunshine State in exactly the wong direction. |
17 had no idea that | could do anything to push back.
18 And then one day the answer appear ed.
19 | was driving home and heard a story on the
20 | ocal NPR radio station in Ol ando, which is WWE.
21 The story that | heard was about a wonan in
22 Washi ngton, D.C. who started a sol ar cooperative
23 wi th her neighbors in 2007. By working together in
24 a group, her neighbors had | earned about solar PV
25 and then found a solar installer to put solar
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arrays on their individual townhonmes. By working
t oget her nei ghbors have enpowered thensel ves and
acquired solar at a conpetitive price.

Furthernore, the co-op novenent was still going
strong in D.C. and had spread to three nei ghboring
st at es.

| had a driveway nonment and thought. This is
what Florida needs. | called the woman in D.C. and
we began the conversation that |ead to |aunching
the first solar cooperative in Florida in May 2015.
Now, the programis overseen by two incredible
non-profits, the League of Wnen Voters of Florida
and Sol ar United Nei ghbors of Florida. The 51st
co-op will lTaunch this nonth. To date, over 1,400
honmeowners have installed 30 mllion dollars of
solar PV arrays on their hones. |In the past year,
|'ve served as the co-chair of the League of Wnen
Voters of Florida Sol ar Canpaign.

During the past four years as | volunteered to
spread the benefits of solar around the state,
here's what | have | earned:

One, Floridians want nore cl ean energy sources
feeding the grid in their state, all incone |evels,
all political sides, they want this. They

understand that fossil fuels are bad for their
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1 heal t h and bad for the environnent.
2 Two, many | owincone wage earners live in
3 housi ng that does not use energy efficiently. As a
4 result, they sonetines receive high bills, which
5 they struggle to pay.
6 Three, in Olando the nedian i ncone of wage
7 earners is so lowthat the city ranks dead | ast out
8 of the nation's 50 |argest cities.
9 And, four, many honeowners would |like to
10 pur chase sol ar arrays for their hones, although --
11 and al t hough the sol ar co-ops have brought the
12 price of solar within the reach of noderate-incone
13 Fl oridi ans, |owincone wage earners renmain priced
14 out of the market.
15 So here's the bottomline. Energy efficiency
16 and energy conservation progranms will help
17 | owi ncone wage earners to reduce their electric
18 bills. And, furthernore, all Floridians wl|
19 benefit when electrical generation is reduced
20 because of the vast majority is sourced today from
21 dirty fuels.
22 Public Service Conm ssioners, it's time to
23 stand up Floridians and stand up for the
24 envi ronnment .
25 MR. MEYER So ny nanme is Russell Meyer. [|'ve
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1 been a pastor in Florida for 25 years. | want to

2 tell you about a tinme when a nother cane into

3 of fice just sobbing. Her baby was in the stroller.

4 They had conme fromthe pediatrician. The

5 doctor had ordered ointnent and air conditioning

6 for a very serious skin rash to keep the baby out

7 of the hospital, but their electricity had been

8 turned off, two nonths past due. Could I help?

9 Yes, of course, | could help, and the congregation
10 paid the power bill, and she was forever grateful.
11 Over the years, |'ve hel ped nore people with
12 electric bills than rent paynents. One of three
13 Fl ori di ans hover around m ni nrum wage. One of two
14 househol ds have no reserves for an energency
15 expense. For many renters, the power bill keeps
16 themin poverty. That nother lived in a run-down
17 apartnment with a window air conditioner and no
18 I nsul ation. She cooled the outdoors, as well as
19 her apart nment.

20 Landl ords have little incentive for energy

21 efficiency and the poorest of the poor overpay what

22 the rest of us do. M house at three tines the

23 size of that nother's apartnent had half the

24 electricity bill. The Uber driver who picked nme up

25 to bring nme here today asked ne why | was here and
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1 | told him He told me he once worked for the
2 | ocal utility as a custoner rep. He spent his
3 whol e day hel pi ng peopl e extend paynents on their
4 bills and then would themtell which churches would
5 help them as well.
6 Fl ori di ans need clean and efficient energy.
7 The technology is there. W lack the policies to
8 make rental energy efficient and the grid clean,
9 and that's inportant, too. The ill health, asthma
10 and cancer and di abetes that is found in the
11 shadows of the coal and gas plants in this state
12 fall on where the poor live. So they pay high
13 rates, unnecessary rates and they get sick fromthe
14 energy that they get.
15 Renters and faith conmunities bear the brunt
16 of energy inefficiency inthis state and that is
17 wong. It's imoral for utilities to tell people
18 to ask churches to pay their bills rather than
19 incentivize landlords to put in insulation.
20 Public utilities are taking advantage of the
21 | east anong us. They need a conscience and that's
22 what energy efficiency goals are.
23 Jesus teaches that God's will is for justice
24 to listen to the adverse experience of those who
25 suffer in equity and to alleviate the conditions
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that cause that suffering. Wall Street will always
favor investors. The Public Service Conm ssion
doesn't have to worry about them Your job is to
serve the public. Al Floridians deserve clean and
efficient energy, everyone including renters. |It's
technol ogically possible to deliver it. W need
the policies to nmake it happen. | pray that you
are all successful in serving the public, the
children of Florida need that from you.

MR, BLADT: My nane is Bill Bladt and | live
in Adsmar, Florida and ny utility conpany is TECO
and I've lived in Florida for the past five years.
And I'ma father and husband and | live with ny
w fe, Carnen.

"' m here together with the group of LULAC,
L-U-L-A-C. And sone positions | had, | was a
vol unteer with an organization in ny town called
O dsmar Cares, it's a 501C, and it is dedicated on
hel pi ng needy people in ny area. It has a food
pantry and clothing pantry for needy people. It
hel ps with utility paynments, which is hard for
people to pay, and al so housi ng.

The reason |"mhere is today to take
opportunity to urge the Public Service Conm ssion

to ensure that there are strong goals for energy
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1 efficiency and solar power. Energy efficiency
2 nmeans to ne living clean.
3 My power conpany is TECO and ny nost-recent
4 power bill is $201.88 for August 21st billing. 1'm
5 a retiree on a fixed inconme and energy efficiency
6 prograns will help lower nmy cost to ensure |'m able
7 to keep ny noney to pay for high credit card debt |
8 have and the taxes that | have trouble paying wth.
9 In closing, | reiterate nmy support for the PSC
10 enacting strong energy efficiency and sol ar goal s.
11 My goal is to see near-zero energy pollution within
12 the next 20 years.
13 M5. MOBLEY: MW nane is Val Mobley. | live in
14 Orlando and ny utility conmpany is QUC, a
15 custoner-owned utility. Meaning that | am an owner
16 of this utility along with all the citizens of the
17 Cty of Olando. M husband and | are retired and
18 live in a small 1,000-square-foot house. W have
19 taken the necessary steps over the years to
20 strengthen the house to conserve electricity. New
21 w ndows, exterior doors, extra insulation in the
22 attic, weather stripping around the doors. These
23 measur es have reduced our electric consunption to
24 an average of less than $100 per nonth.
25 Last year we added sol ar panels to the roof.
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1 We did this not because our bills were so high we
2 could not afford them but because it was the right
3 thing to do. Using the energy of the sun to power
4 our hone instead of burning fossil fuels is the
5 right thing, as well as the smart thing. W were
6 able to pay for the solar panels up front, but many
7 people are not able to do that. | believe it is
8 the duty of the utility conpanies in this state to
9 set strong energy efficiency goals, as well as
10 establish strong solar incentives to help the
11 average person to lower their bills.
12 There are many renters that have no contro
13 over the | eaking wi ndows and doors or | ack of
14 insulation in their units that are paying too high
15 autility bill nonthly. There are too many
16 | andl ords who do not care how nuch electricity the
17 renters are using because they are not paying the
18 bills so they don't do anything about meking their
19 properties energy efficient. These are the
20 custoners that the utilities should be thinking
21 about when they set policies for energy efficiency
22 for the next ten years. These |owincone
23 I ndi vi dual s who have to decide whether to pay the
24 utility bill or eat next week or buy their nedicine
25 for the nonth, these are the decisions that people
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shoul d not have to nake.

You, the PSC, have the power to nmake sure that
the less fortunate in our communities get a fair
shake by requiring the power conpanies to set
realistic goals with the majority of their
custoners in mnd. The mgjority in Florida are the
average workers, not the mllionaires. Do the
ri ght thing.

MR, MOBLEY: M nane is Leonard Mobley. |
live in Olando, Florida, lifetine resident of
there. | saw the Olando Utilities Conmm ssion, who
provi des nost of our power, build a plant in north
Ol ando, oil-fired plant. And then | saw themtear
It down several years later when they built the
Curtis Stanton Coal-Fired Plant in south O ange
County. Neither were energy efficient. Energy
efficiency wasn't a termused in those days,
probably the '50s and '60s. And | have seen the
VWalt Disney World build a solar plant on 270 acres
of their property and now that provides a fourth of
all their power they need to run their resort. The
Cty of Olando has commtted to have all of its
facilities run on renewabl e by 2050. These two
entities are very able to do this because they have

t he noney and the neans.
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1 Florida is a | eader in the solar energy, but

2 very deficient in its energy efficiency. The

3 people that live on a fixed incone or at or near

4 the poverty level are the nost-affected by the

5 hi gh-energy bills. These people need sone

6 i ncentive to maybe make sone changes and be nore

7 energy efficient. And if the utility conpanies can

8 be nore energy efficient, they can pass their

9 savings on to these people.

10 Requiring the utility conpanies to get off of
11 fossil fuels and onto renewabl e energy is a nust.
12 It's better for the planet, better for the econony
13 and it creates thousands of jobs, and it is the

14 right thing to do. But in the neantine, the PSC

15 must require the utility conpanies to be nore

16 energy efficient thenselves, and this can be done.
17 QUC has started creating sone solar farns on their
18 property, but they need to have nore incentive

19 from-- nore inpetus fromthe PSC to do nore.

20 M5. CLERMONT: M/ nane is Asia Cernont and ny
21 utility conpany is Duke Energy. | have lived in

22 Florida for 13 years now. | amnmarried and |ive

23 wi th ny husband and children in Largo, Florida. |
24 am a nenber of LULAC and | amcurrently serving as
25 VP of Council 7069 of LULAC Pinellas, and I am here
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1 t oday because | want to take this opportunity to
2 urge the Public Service Conm ssion to ensure that
3 there are strong goals for energy efficiency and
4 solar. The energy efficiency programw || help not
5 only to create a budget, but also wll pronote
6 cl ean energy, to aid the communities to allocate
7 their savings for other necessities as food,
8 nmedi cati on, school supplies, college education, and
9 for themnot to be caught up in the mddle of the
10 j uggl e gane.
11 And | say the juggle gane because it's
12 unnecessary. | have paid and | earned that gane |
13 had to learn when | first noved to Florida. As a
14 single nromwith a seven-year-old, our first
15 deci sion was to have safety and it was to get a
16 safe community to live in because we were new to
17 the state -- safe housing where ne and ny daughter
18 were not threatened by any outsiders. And that we
19 have to pay high cost to be in a gated conmunity.
20 And with that -- until that, even though | cane
21 with a good job, I had to play that gane to juggle
22 t hi ngs around and there were many tines that the
23 el ectricity, because it was too high, we were
24 paying |i ke an average of 350 a nonth in a
25 t wo- bedr oom apartnent, and we had -- | was forced
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1 to play this gane, juggling what |I'm going to pay
2 first this nonth and what can |l ast ne a couple nore
3 days until | get paid the next week -- the next two
4 weeks.
5 And with that, unfortunately, ny daughter had
6 to experience that our electricity was cut off.
7 | magi ne that you have to | ook at your child,
8 seven-year-ol d, that nommy conmes hone, we now
9 lighting a candle when it's not storm outside and
10 what you going to tell a child that doesn't
11 understand. Hey, we're playing a gane, or we have
12 grounded the utilities because it didn't do want
13 nmonma asked themto do.
14 So you're faced to put it in a perspective of
15 a child, not to hurt that child, that | don't have,
16 as your nom the neans to provide for you. That is
17 a tough situation that | think no famly should be
18 put in the position of just because we don't
19 have -- we have to play the juggling gane.
20 And that is the reason why |I'm here today,
21 because | want the Public Service Conm ssion to
22 know t hey represent the public, and it's not a
23 reason why we're not able to speak with them
24 face-to-face, and they can hear our voices. And if
25 this is the way for themto know how we t hink,
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1 because they representing us, they need to know
2 what the comunity feels and what the struggles
3 we're facing, real issues that -- real stories that
4 are close to us that we will make it hone to them
5 We're appealing today for themto reconsi der and
6 allow us to exercise our human right of clean air,
7 heal thy |ives.
8 And, with that, it's a wwn-win situation,
9 because not only will we contribute to have a
10 heal thy habitat for the animals and environnment, it
11 wi |l be consciously response for it, but also wll
12 help us to have those famly to allocate their
13 noney, not to play the juggle gane to the things
14 that matter nost. Education. Medications are very
15 expensi ve today, needl ess to say.
16 So all those things that we have to suffer
17 that is not a need for when they can help, alittle
18 bit of help here and there, and it's not only --
19 i nterestingly enough one thing that really bothers
20 nme or is really close to nmy heart is that this is
21 not just affecting the civilian lives. | was
22 reading an article at the Seasonedw ves.com which
23 iIs wves for mlitary nenbers, and they're saying
24 that across the country on mlitary bases that
25 famlies, nore famlies fromtwo adult or naybe one
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1 child, they are facing the high electricity bil
2 and they are under that program of preservation and
3 t hey have average of 3 -- $400 a nonth and they
4 al so are facing hardship. So, to ne, it's no need
5 that the mlitary famly, as well as us, are facing
6 hardship when they're giving their lives for the
7 freedom that we are having today.
8 So | think that we have to reconsider and | ook
9 at this, that it's not just affecting those. How
10 you going to -- howis a solider going to have a
11 mnd free know ng that back honme their famly are
12 not really taken care of? The country that they're
13 fighting for out there doesn't even care about how
14 the famly are passing through. [It's enough that
15 they are putting their life in the line for their
16 famly to have a better future. And what are we
17 doi ng on the other hand? W' re just nmaking them
18 suffer, as well as we suffering as a community.
19 So today is for themto know that this is not
20 just sonmething that is happening just Florida, or
21 the poor or lowincone famly. This is something
22 that is affecting everybody. Although we're not
23 able to fix everybody, but at |east as a Floridian
24 today we're taking one step in follow ng the
25 exanple of North Carolina, that they al so organize
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1 to have this, their voice to be heard.

2 So today |'m hoping that the Public

3 Comm ssion, they take that into consideration and

4 we becone nore responsi ble and hold the conpanies

5 account abl e for what constitutionally they would

6 mandate it to provide. W're not asking for

7 sonmething that it was not in place. W're asking

8 for that that was in place, |ooking for the health

9 of the community to be actually mani fested and

10 exerci sed, that we can have the benefit of what was
11 al ready given to us constitutionally by right.

12 MR SCHUCKER. My nane is Wayne Schucker. |
13 have lived in Hi|lsborough County, Florida for 25
14 years, the past 18 years in a little two-bedroom
15 concrete bl ock house built in 1946. Since the

16 death of ny late long-termgirlfriend from stroke,
17 | have lived alone. | ama retired civil and

18 envi ronnmental engineer and a retired math teacher.
19 | served inthe US. Arny from1964 to '70. 1've
20 been a husband, father, grandfather,

21 gr eat - grandf at her and caregi ver for a disabl ed

22 not her, father, daughter and long-tine girlfriend.
23 | have worked for federal, state and | ocal

24 gover nnent agenci es, private engi neering and

25 construction firns and Habitat for Humanity. | was
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a deacon and elder in the United Presbyterian
Church. | have long been active with the Society
of Friends, the Quakers, and have been involved for
years wth various Quakers, social justice and
envi ronnmental justice groups.

| was a nenber of Clergy and Laity Concern for
Peace and Justice, an organi zation which worked to
i mprove |iving and working conditions and pronote
civil rights for |lowinconme persons of all ethnic
backgrounds and | served two years as co-chairnman
of the Atlanta chapter of that organization.

| was a long-term nenber of the Anerican
Society of GCvil Engineers and was an active nenber
and officer in a nunber of other technical
soci eties involved with planning and inpl enenting
cl ean energy and environnental protection.

As project manager for the Savannah, Georgia
| ocal Habitat for Humanity affiliate, I work with
menbers of |lowincone famlies and volunteers to
buil d energy efficient affordable hones.

| am a nenber of Organize Florida, a
non-profit organi zation, and work with their staff
menbers and ot her volunteers to pronote voter
registration and civic action to inprove

heal t hcare, protect the public waters, provide
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1 adequat e drai nage of stormwaters, prevent
2 fl oodi ng, decrease air pollution, and increase the
3 supply of adequate energy-efficient housing for
4 | ow-i ncone famlies and stop the environnental ly
5 destructive effects of clinmte change and gl oba
6 war nm ng.
7 My 15 grandchil dren have spent all -- 12 of ny
8 15 grandchil dren have spent all or a major portion
9 of their lives in Florida and maintain strong ties.
10 The parents of the three who live far away net at
11 Hor seshoe Beach on Florida's gulf and their
12 children stay in contact wwth the Florida famly
13 menbers. Al of ny great-grandchildren live in
14 Fl ori da.
15 | am here today because the Florida Energy
16 Conservation Act requires that nmenbers of the
17 Publ i c Service Comm ssion set energy savings
18 targets every five years. | believe that by
19 i ncreasing efforts to make hones of | ow i ncone
20 residents of Florida nore energy efficient, their
21 energy bills could be greatly reduced, |eaving them
22 nore di sposabl e incone for better food, nedical
23 care and educational expenses for their children.
24 | believe that by rapidly shifting production
25 of electricity fromthe burning of coal and gas to
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1 the use of solar and ot her renewabl e energy
2 resources, the electric utility conpanies could
3 free up | arge anmounts of noney now being spent for
4 pur chasi ng and transporting coal and gas from ot her
5 regions and this would all ow nore noney to be spent
6 on neeting the needs of Florida' s people.
7 | believe that we could prevent pollution of
8 our air and water fromthe frequent |eaks of gas
9 frominterstate pipelines and the pollution
10 resulting fromlong-di stance rail transport of
11 coal, keeping our air cleaner and sl ow ng gl obal
12 warm ng and climte change. This would be, reduce
13 the high rate of asthma, cancer, COPD, heart
14 di sease and stroke, which we now see in
15 Hi | | sbor ough County.
16 | believe that this is a major responsibility
17 of the people who are appointed to the Public
18 Service Conmission. It is tine for Florida utility
19 conpani es to adopt 21st-century solutions to our
20 serious energy and clinmate health problens.
21 MR, ROGRIGUEZ: M nane is Julio Rodriguez.
22 ["'mfrom Tanpa. This is personal to ne because of
23 TECO wanting to build nore coal -burning plants and
24 the fracking of Tanpa Bay, too. It disturbs ne
25 when Fl orida Power and Light can build one of the
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1 | argest solar farms in Parish, which is right

2 across the state line -- or the county line from

3 Hi | | sborough County and Manat ee County, and TECO

4 says they can't do that in Hillsborough County. So

5 | just -- | don't think we really need nore

6 coal -burning plants. | think we shoul d have nore,

7 | i ke, solar and nore energy efficiency than

8 bui | di ng nore coal .

9 | guess that's it. Like |l said, it's personal
10 to me because it's happening in ny own backyard and
11 |'"ve lived in Tanpa since | was six years old and
12 it's, like, ny honme. So Tanpa Bay has been on the
13 brink before and we brought it back because of
14 activists and people, and now they want to ruin it
15 agai n, so.

16 Ckay. Thank you.

17 MR. HAYS: Hello, ny nanme is Ken Hays. [|'ma
18 resi dent of Tallahassee and I've lived in Florida
19 for all of ny 67 years. | ama retiree and a

20 nmenber of Rethink Energy Florida. |'m here today
21 to ask the Public Service Conm ssion to expand, not
22 di m ni sh, strong goals for energy efficiency and
23 solar. Sea level rise induced by clinmate change
24 poses a very serious financial threat to Florida.
25 The Tanpa Bay Tines recently reported that Florida
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may need to spend 75 billion sea walls by 2040. So
reduci ng our fossil fuel em ssions by expandi ng
strong goals for energy efficiency is conmon sense.

Again, | hope the PSC takes the science and
econonmi cs of clinmate change into account and rather
t han di m ni shing energy efficiency standards,
expands them significantly.

M5. BROMN: | am Trish Brown. | live in
Tal | ahassee, Florida and | have been a
| ong-standi ng resident for 20 years in this city,
but honel ess now and no |longer living at 638 East
Park Avenue. My utility conpany was City of
Tal | ahassee Utilities. |1'ma nenber to many
organi zati ons, Leadership Team for Florida Peopl e,
Poor Peopl es Canpai gn, nenber of Crine Survivors
for Safety and Justice, Tallahassee Community
Action Conmittee, TCAC, and the Dream Def enders,
also in alliance with the organi zations |ike New
Florida Majority, FLIC, F-L-1-C, W Are Florida and
now Eart hjustice and so many ot hers.

| ama volunteer of the Florida Poor Peoples
Advocacy Center, that's the FPAC, which is
dedi cated to research and anal ysts with the voice
of those affected by specific policy proposals and

budget deci sions, because informed decisions around
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1 probl ens and solutions is the essence of civic
2 engagenent and the denocratic process.
3 Florida PAC, or FLPAC, wants to neke it easy
4 to make a difference. | had to nove because of
5 gentrification. And, honestly, if | could have
6 continued to stay in ny apartnent, | wouldn't have
7 been able to afford the rent nor the utilities that
8 continue to drain my earnings. Even when | was
9 living at the Mattox-Real ty-nmanaged Apartnents, |
10 endured nmuch through the winter, refusing to turn
11 on the gas furnace because ny utility bill would
12 rise astronomcally high, stay bundled in ny
13 bedroomto keep warm and during the sumers woul d
14 not be able to run the AC for the very sane,
15 tolerating the heat, ny health and bronchitis
16 Wor seni ng.
17 | am here today because | want to take this
18 opportunity to urge the Public Service Conmm ssion
19 to ensure that there are strong goals for energy
20 efficiency and solar. Energy efficiency to ne
21 neans a powerful blow to poverty, people inpacted
22 being able to save noney and feed their children,
23 better health and | ess trauma, clean fresh air and
24 wat er .
25 Farm ng and food security. Qur wildlife
114 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting

(850)894-0828 Reported by: Dana Reeves



57

1 desperately needs be protected and if we don't do

2 sonething right nowto stop what is happening to

3 our planet, we will not be able to turn back the

4 hands of tinme on a destruction of our nother earth.

5 And no nore corporations and city officials

6 capitalizing and stealing noney fromthe people in

7 our precious comunities.

8 This process rem nds ne of the inportance of

9 peopl e raising their voices and standing up to our
10 politicians. | wote a piece on the ongoing Puerto
11 Rico conflict and | would like to share it with you
12 t oday.

13 Congratul ations to ny sisters and brothers in
14 Puerto Rico on their successful protest renoving

15 their unfit governor fromoffice, but we nust take
16 It one step further -- no nore corrupted officials
17 hol di ng office and utilizing funds for their greed
18 and needs.

19 Puerto Rico has shown the world what it takes
20 to stonp out dishonest and unworthy el ected

21 officials. The Puerto Rican community world w de
22 cane together as one powerful voice and said, no

23 mas, no mas, no, nore! This is where we take our
24 stand! This is where we take back our offices and
25 now demand themto take accountability for their
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1 crimes. |If | steal a piece of bread, I amthrown
2 injail. Wwen | amreleased, | continue to be
3 puni shed and | abel ed an ex-felon the rest of ny
4 life. The rich and powerful steal billions of
5 dollars fromchildren and famlies, already
6 I npacted! And when caught, are allowed to wal k
7 away and continue to thrive on noney they stole! No
8 nore just forcing themto step down and wal k away,
9 riches intact. No nore slap on the wist with
10 penalties, fines or being exiled only to continue
11 to enjoy their ill-gotten luxurious lifestyles
12 taken, stolen, fromthe very people they prom sed
13 to serve and took an oath to protect.
14 Puerto Rico has spoken. You are a true
15 exanpl e of what can be done through unity. Only
16 t oget her can we nmake the changes that are
17 necessary. Wth our one collective voice, our
18 elected officials in office will have to listen or
19 be renoved fromtheir positions. W nust show
20 t hrough non-violent actions that we are here and
21 that we see what the officials are doing and it is
22 not okay.
23 W will not allow "business as usual," to
24 continue. Qur communities matter! Qur lives are
25 inmportant to us! Too nmany el ected officials forget
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too easily that their job is to | egislate on our
behal f. W nust remind them just as Puerto Rico
did, no mas, no mas, no nore. Trish Brown.

M5. FOOTE: |'m Deborah Foote. |'mthe
Governnent Affairs and Political Director with the
Sierra Club of Florida and |'m here to share that
we had over 275 citizens who signed cards
encour agi ng the Public Service Comm ssion to set
mninumtargets at one percent of revenue for
energy efficiency. Thousands of citizens would
benefit from having an incentive to increase energy
efficiency. The petition cards we're delivering is
just a sanple of people who feel passionate about
I ncreasing energy efficiency in Florida. |In an age
where we're experiencing rapid climte change,
power conpani es throughout the state should be
doing nore to pronote greater energy efficiency.

But it's not just about reducing fossil fuel
consunption. |It's also about econom c justice.

The poorest anong us have the | argest energy bill
as percentage of their incone and need relief. The
standards which Florida holds utilities today are
woeful Iy bel ow the national average, and that
reflects how we protect our citizens. W call on

the Public Service Comm ssion to set a m ni num
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1 target of one percent of revenue for energy
2 efficiency initiatives.
3 (Wher eupon, the proceedi ngs were concl uded at

4 12:17 p.m)
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