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Re: Rule Certification Packet for Rule 25-30.457, F .A.C., Limited Alternative Rate Increase 

Dear Mr. Reddick: 

Enclosed for filing is a complete rule certification packet for Rule 25-30.457, F.A.C., 
consisting of: 

(1) One copy of the coded text of the rule in Word version sent as an email attachment; 

(2) One copy of the e--mail approval confirmation with the certification form required by 
Rule 1-1.013, F.A.C., for the materials incorporated by reference that were filed 
electronically; 

(3) One copy of the signed rule certification fonn; 

(4) One copy of the signed designation of minor violation rule certification form required 
by Rule 1-1.010, F.A.C.; 

One copy of the coded text of the rule, including the legal citations and history notes; 
r' ~-=1 

One copy of the summary of the rule; = ...,.. 

. -·--. 
. ! 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 
--<:: 

One copy of the detailed written statement of the facts and circumstance§~ ju.,ti~g <.' 
the rule; and • .,-; 

(8) 

--':_...-:n -0 ';) 

One copy of the swnmary of the hearings held on the rule. ~ ~ =8 
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o r · 
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Ernest Reddick 
May 13, 2020 

Please let me know if you have any questions. The contact name and information for this rule 
are Kathryn G. W. Cowdery. Florida Public Service Conunumon. Office of General Coumel, 2S40 
Shumard Oak Blvd., Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250, (850) 413-6216, kcowdery@psc.state.tl.us. 

Sincerely, 

,i~1~tv 
Senior Attorney 

Enclosures 
cc: Commission Clerk 



I hereby certify: 

CERTIFICATION OF FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

--.. 
[x] (1) That all statutory rulemaking requirements of Chapter 120, F.S., and all rulemaking reqtairemb}s or 

the Department of State have been complied with; and 

[x] (2) That there is no administrative detennination under Section 120.56(2), F.S., pending on any rule 

covered by this cenlftcadon; and 

[x] (3) All rules covered by this certification are filed within tho prescnbed time limitations of Section 

120.54(3)(e), F.S. They are filed not less than 28 days after the notice required by Section 120.S4(3)(a), F.S.; and 

(x] (a) Are filed not more than 90 days after the notice; or 

[ ] (b} Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but not more than 60 days after the administrative law 

judge files the final order with the clerk or until 60 days after subsequent judicial review Is complete; or 

[] (c) Are flied more than 90 days after the notice, but not less than 21 days nor more than 45 days from the 

date of publication of the notice of change; or 

[] (d) Are tiled more than 90 days after the notice, but not less than 14 nor more than 45 days after the 

adjournment of the final public hearing on the rule; or 

[] (e) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after the date of receipt ofall 

material authori7.ed to be submitted at the hearing; or 

[] (t) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after the date the transcript was 

received by this agency; or 

( ) (g) Are flied not more than 90 days after the notice, not including days the adoption of the rule was 

postponed following notification from the Joint Administrative Procedures Committee that an objection to the rule 

was being considered; or 

[ J (h) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after a good faith written proposal 

for a lower cost regulatory alternative to a proposed rule is submitted which substantially accomplishes the 

objectives of the law being Implemented; or 

[ ] (I) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after a regulatory alternative Is 

offered by the Small Business Regulatory Advisory Committee. 



Attached is each rule covered by this certification. The rules are hereby adopted by the undersigned agency by and 

upon their filing with the Department of State. 

Rule Nos. 

25-30.457 

Under the provision of Section 120.54{3)(e)6., F.S., the rules take effect 20 days &om the date filed with the 
Department of State or a later date as set out below: 
Effective Date: ______ _ 

Commission Clerk 
Title .--,. 
Number of Pages Certified 



DESIGNATION OF RULE THE VIOLATION OF WHICH IS A MINOR VIOLATION 
CERTIFICATION 

Pursuant to Section 120.695(2)(c)3, Florida Statutes, I cenlfy as agency head, as defined by section 20.05(1)(b), 
Florida Statutes, that: 

[) All rules covered by this certification are not rules the violation of which would be a minor violation pursuant to 
Section 120.695, F.S. 

[X] The following parts of the rules covered by this certification have been designated as rules the violation of 
which would be a minor violation pursuant to Section 120.695, F,S.: 

Rule No(s). 

25-30.457 

Rules covered by this certification: 

Rule No(s). 

25-30.457 

Signature of Agency Head 

Chairman, Florida Public service commjssjon 
Title 
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25-30.457 Limited Alternative Rate Increase. 

(I) As an alternative to a staff assisted rate case as described in &,ule 25-30.455, F.A.C., orto staff assistance In 

alternative rate setting as described in &,ule 25-30.456, F.A.C., water utilities whose total gross annual operating 

revenues are $300,000 or less for water service and wastewater utilities whose total gross annual operating revenues 

are S300.000 or less for wastewater service may file with the Office of Commission Clerk an a»Plication f)8lkiea 

the CeRHllissiea for a limited alternative rate increase of up to 20 percent applied to metered or flat recurring rates of 

all classes of service ey f.'illng widl the Ofiiee ef Cemmissiea CleFk t:h, iafel'IMlien FllflHNd ey 1e111etiena (7)J E~ 

and E~ eftllis Nie. 

C2l The awlication for limited alternative rate ipcrease must contain the following infonnation; 

(I) The name of the utility as it umiem on the utility's certificate and the address of the utility's principal place 

of business: 

Cb) The type of business organlmtion under which the utility's operations are conducted; 
~ 

<cl If the utility Is a corporatiQD, the date of incorporation and the names and addresses of all persom whf.;Own 
if five percent or more of the utility's stock; -< 

C4) If the utlliiy is not a coa;ioration. the names and addresses of the owners of tho business: 
. ::i.,. 

{el A seh~ule showing the annualized revenues by customer clgss and meter siH for the most mgpt l8Jont&.,... 
-·. - ."···-'& 
<,,, •• ~ 

period using the rates lo effect at tbe time the utility files its IPJ>ljcation; w 
VJ 

<fl A schedule showing the current and pt9posed rates for all cl&sses of customers; 

00 A statement providing the w:ciflc basis or bases for the requested rate lncrease: 

<h) If the requested rate increase ls based upon the utility's undereamina or the utility's e,mectation to 

underearn. a statement explaining why the utiljty js, or is expected to. undeream its authorized rate of return; 

m A statement that tho· Dom and calculations upon which the change in rates is -- are aceurate and that 

the chanse wm not cause tbe utmty to exceed its last authorized rate ot return on egyqy; 

(j) A statement that the utility is cumntly in compliance with lts annual l'eJ)OJ't filing in accordance with Rule 

2s-30.110(3\ F.A,c.; 

lkl A statement that the utility his paid an required regulato,:y assessment fees or is cumnt on any a,pproyed 

[UUlatOQ'. assessment fee payment pJan; 

m A statement th@t an order in a rate proceeding that established the utility's rate base, gpital structure. annual 



gperating expenses and revenues has been issued for the utility within the 7-vear period prior to the off'lcjal daft of 

filing of the 1m,lication: and 

tro> Any addftfonal relevant lnfQDJladon in s!JPPOl1 of the 1p,pllcatjon and reason, why the infonnadon shoukJ 

be considered, 

Q) Within 30 days of the agplication's filing date, Commission staff will notify the utility in writing that tbt 

applicatjoo n;auirements ofsubsectjon f2l of this rule blve been met or that tbe requirements of subsection C2l haxe 
not been met with an explanation of the agplic;ation's deficiencies. 

(2) Within 39 days et Feeeipt ef the eempleted petitieA, the Cemmissiee will l'l&lll&te the pelition and 

detenRIRe the petitioner's ellgil,ility fer a limited altemati¥e Patt iRGN86e, 

(a) The QomMiHion will notify the peelaener iR writing as te whedter the petitioe is aeeepted or denied. If the 

pelkiell le aeeepted1 etet'f assistanee in altemaiiw •• selling will be irtiti8'ed. If the petiiien is denied, &he 

eet:i6eaiion of petitioe deeial will Slate the delieie11eies in the petition willt refeFeRee te the 8Fit81'ia set ollt ill 

SH&eetion ES) of this Alie. 

(4) The date of Commission staff's written notification to the utility that the requirements of subsecdon (2) of 

Ibis-role have been met will be considered the date of official ICCfflODCt by the Commission of the glication. The 

official date of filing is established as will-lie JO days after the official acce.ptancc by the Commission of the 

IPJ>ljcatjon date ef the ·mitten netifieatien to the petitiener of tlte CefftflliHien•s aeeept1111ee ef the petilien. ::rs_ 

agplication is deemed denjed if the utility does not remit the ff Jing fee as required by paragraph 25:30,020{2XQ. 

M,G., within 30 days after the official acceptance of the application. 

(S) In deteFminlng 1/Jhelher te g,aAt or deny the petitien, lhe Commission will eenside, the fellev#.11g erileria1 

Ea) 'Yhether the petitione, q11alifies fer slaffassiManee Jn:lfflY&Rt le Hteeelien (l) efthie Nlei 

(I,~ Whether the ,etitioRM' heeks and reeeNls 81'8 orgaAlmed eoasi&teat with rule 2.S 39,119, F./ .. 0, eo as te 

aUo:w C0Rm1issio1. p8FSeMel to '-'lll'ff)' eests and etheF rele,1t111t faete11 within the 39 ~ tim8 hme &et Ollt ill this 

Nlet 

(e) Whethw the petkiener hu filed IHlffllBI ~*~ 

Ed) Whether the pelitiener has paid epplieahle FegYlale,y assessment feesJ 

(e) >JJMther the petitiener hu at least ene year of eiKpeFiew ill utilil)' eperaliORi 

(f) >1Jhether the pelitiener has filed aedkienal ,ele'l'BRI infeRRatioe la &llflpOrt ohligibllity together with F8888RS 



why die lnfeFfflatien sheuld 1,e eensideradj 

fi) '1/hether the utilily 'I/IS gFBnted a RHO ease inerease .,..khin the 2 year pOFiod prier te the ,eeeipt ef the 

p8'ilien under Awiew; 

@a) Whether a final eNleF in a Ade p,eeeeding that estal,lished the utility's Fate l,11981 eapilal 5Reklfe, ar.Rual 

eperat!Rs 911peases and rewnues has heee issued fer die lltilky v.•ilhin Ille 7 year pOFied p,ier te the Neeipt ef the 

('} The Ceaissien will deRy die pelltiea if the petiliener deee nel MRit Ille lliRg fee, a& pFB'Jided by 

,.,..aph 35 39.~0~Etl. F.A.C., within JO days after effieial aeeepteHee efthe peliiioa. 

(7J Baeh pelitiener fer limited altemati·;e ,ale iaerease shall p,&",•ide the fello"'·'iag gene,el infeRRaRea te the 

CeMD1issie111 

(a) The name efthe utilit)• as ii appeaFS ea tile ulilil)''s eeltifieate and the addFess efthe utility's prineipal plaee 

efhminess1 Md, 

00 The l)'Jle efh11Siness o,pniza&ien unde, whieh die utilily's eperations BH eeadueced: 

1. If the petitioner is a ee,peRHien, &he date ef inee,peratien Md the eames ad aemesses ef all paena whe evJR 

fi,,re pereeat er mere efthe petkiener's sleek; er 

2. lfthe pelitiener ia net a eerpo,alien1 Ille nam11 and addre&&es efthe ewnere efthe l,1111inNS, 

E~ Tho petitioeer shall pre¥ide a seJiedulo shewingt 

(tij ,'\nnualiaed rewnues hy euslemer elass and mo1er siile fer the meSI reeent 1:2 memh peFied u&lf18 Iha Fates in 

effeel al Iha me the utility files Its pelitien; and, 

Eb) CUA'ent and prepesed RHes fer all elasses efeU9*emoF&. 

ES)) The petitiener shall pN'Jide a staternORt dlat tile figwes and ealo11laliees upea whieh the ehange in Nies is 

l!ased ue aeeurate ad that the Ghange will Ret eause die lltility te etteeeci its last aethON:ed fate eff8'llfll ea efillli~, 
~ A financial or engineering audit of the utility's financial or engineering books and records mil &hall not 

be required in determining whether to yprove or deny rhe cmUcation eenj1:11181ien with tho ·pe&iiiea under AIYiew. 

~ Based upon the criteria contained in subsection C21 the Commission will approve, demi, or IJ)J)[Qve the 

application The p11l1ien will he appN•Jodt deeied1 er appre'Jed with modifications that may include a reduction or an 

increase in the requested mte jncrease, within 90 days from the otrJCial filing date as established in subsection (4) of 

this rule. 



~ Any revenue increase granted wider the provisions of this rule shall be held subject to refund with 

interest in accordance with subsection Nie 25-30.36000, F.A.C., fer a pePied ef H meMhs after the filmg ef the 

1Hility'1 at111ual repel't reei11i,ed ~· Nie 3:i 30,119' F.A.C., re, the year the !MijllSlmeflt ia r6'es •;J6S implemented. 

Sub§eStjon 25·3QJ§Q(6). F.A.c .• does not 1p,ply to any money colleeted svl!,icct to reftmd under this subseetion. 

£1l(l3) Te insa 0",'8flBFRings will net eee11r due to the iR1ple1HeMIHien efthis F&te iR81'8ase; ,Dhe Commission 

111ft" will conduct an earnings review of the twelve-month period followiy the implementation of the revenge 

increase. lllilily's IRRY&I repel'« te deteFMine &II)' pelential 8'18Fell'RiRgs fer dte year the alijllStmeflt in Fates ·w111 

impl11Rel'lt881 

(ll At the end of the twelve-month period, the utility has 90 dgys to complete and file Fonn PSC 102s f03/2Q). 

entitled "Limited Altemative Rate Increase Earnings RevJew." which is inCOJJIOrated into this rule by reference and 

is milable at http://www,flruJes,o[S(Gateway/reference.asp?NQ=Ref-112ss, 

C\l) In the event the utility needs additional time, to complete the fonn., the utility may reqyest an extension of 

time supported by a statement or good cuse that must be filed with Commission staff within seven davs prior to the 
90::day deadline. "Good cause" means a showing of financial hardship, unforeseen events, or other events outside 

the control of the utiliiy. but does not include reasons such as management oyersight. 

(c~ I( withiR U Meflthe after the filing efa 1Hillly's BM11al repert the Commission staff's eamlnp review 

demonstrates fiREls that the utility exceeded the range of its last authorized rate of return on equity .,__ 

!Mij11&11Re11t in rates, as auaheriae lJ)r this Nie, was iR1pleR1e11ted within the year re, whiek the repert was file4, such 

overeamings, up to the amount held subject to refund, with interest, shall be disposed of for the benefit of the 

customers. If the Commission staff d@tennines that lhe utjlity djd not exeeed the range of its last authprized return 

on equity. the revenue incr,ase will no longer be held subjeer to refund. 

~ In the event ef a pretest ef the J?Proposed ,DAgency BActlon ~er is protested .pursuant to &rule 28-

106.111, F.A.C., by a substantially affected person other than the utility. the utility must tile a staffassjst@d mte case 

IQPlication pyrsuant to Rute 25-30.45S. F.A& .. within 21 days from the date the protest is filed or thg utility's 

,m,liqtion for a limited alternative rate increase will be deemed withdrawn, 
{101 Upon the utility filing a staff assisted rate case ap,plication pursuant to subsection {9l of this rule: 

00 wless the Prepesed Agene-y Aotien 0Fder prepeses a Fate Fedllelien, Dhe utility may implement the rates 

established in the gProposed &Aaen'cy &Action .QOrdcr on a temporary basis subject to rofund with interest in 



accordance with .B,,ule 25-30.360, F.A.C.~ 11pen the lllilit)' filing a staff assisted Rtte ease appliea1ien p11ff11181'1t te Nie 

2,j 3Q,4H1 ~A.C., widlin 21 &)'9 ef1he dale Ille f)Fetest is filed. 

011(16~ In the er,eRt efa prote5tw Dhe limit on the maximum increase provided in subsection (I) of this rule l!ill 

&hall no longer applyJ!!S! 

(c) The gpplicatiog will be processed under Ruic 25-30.455, F.A,C. 

(17) If lhe lllili~· thils ie Ale a staft'ass~ed Rlfe ease applieasiea within 21 days in the,,,.. efa pNtelH; tile 

pelilien fer a limited altemafi'Je PGte iflerease will be deemed witlulFawn, 

RulemalcJng Authoriry 350.127(2), 367.0814, 367.121 FS. Law Implemented 367.0814 FS. History-New 3-15-05, 

Amended 11-16-08, 8-/0-14, 7-1-18,, ____ ....; 



SUMMARY OF THE RULE 

The rule is amended to identify in one subsection all the information that must be contained in the 

application for limited alternative rate Increase. Commission staff wiH conduct an earnings review of the twelve­

month period following the implementation of the revenue increase based on information provided by the utility In a 

limited alternative rate Increase earnings review fonn. Utilities will no longer be required to provide security for 

!'1oney collected subject to refund or file monthly refund reports with the Commission. 

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES JUSTIFYINO THE RULE 

The purpose of this rule is to allow small utilities to obtain a limited amount of rate relief more quickly, 

thus resulting in less costly regulation through lower rate case expense and reduction in Commission staff labor. 

The amendments clarify rule requirements and better organize the rule. The rule is restructured to specifically 

identify the information required in the application, including an explanation of the reasons why the utility is asking 

for the nte Increase. The Commission staff earnings review timeframe has been amended and utilities will no longer. 

be required to provide security for money collected subject to refund or file monthly refund reports with the 

Commission. These rule amendments are intended to enable more small utilities to use the limited 1lternative rate 

increase process in rate setting. 

SUMMARY OF ANY HEARINGS HELD ON THE RULE 

No timely request for a hearing was received by the agency, .and no hearing was held. 



CERTIFICATION OF MATERIALS INCORPORATED 

BY REFERENCE IN RULES FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

I hereby certify pursuant to Rule 1-1.013, Florida Administrative Code: 

[X) (I) That materials incorporated by reference in Rule 25-30.457, F.A.C., have been electronically tiled 

with the Department of State. 

[ ] {2) That because there would be a violation of federal copyright laws if the submitting agency tiled the 

incorporated materials described below electronically, a true and complete paper copy of the incorporated materials 

are attached to this certification for filing. Paper copies of the incorporated materials below may be obtained at the 

agency by [include address(es)/location(s)]. 

List form number(s) and fonn title(s), or title of document(s) below: 

Form No. PSC 1025 (03/20), Limited Alternative Rate Increase Earnings Review 

Under the provisions of Section I 20.54(3)(e)6., F. S., the attached material(s) take effect 20 days from the date filed 

with the Department of State, o,o late, dote " spedfied fo'Jj 
Adam J. Teit 

Commission Clerk 

-,. 



Julie Phillips 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc 
Subject: 

Dear JPhiUips: 

FL·Rules@dos.state.fl.us 
Tuesday, May 12, 2020 10:36 AM 
Julie Phillips 
flrules@dos.state.fl.us 
25-30.457 Reference Material for Rule Adoption Approved 

The reference material for rule adoption you submitted has been approved by the Administrative Code and 
Register Staff. 
The approved material is available in the Review/Modify Agency Reference Material list (Agency Main Menu 
page). 
Rule Nwnber: 25-30.457 
Reference Number: Ref-1195S; Reference Name: PSC Fonn 1025 (03/20) Limited Alternative Rate Increase 
Earnings Review · 

Click here to log in. 

Administrative Code and Register Staff 
Florida Department of State 

1 



BILL GALVANO 
President 

Senator Linda Stewart, Chair 
RepreaentatJve Erin Grall, Vice Chair 
Senator Janet Cruz 
Senator Ed Hooper 
Senator Keith Perry 
Senator Tom A. Wright 
Repreaentatlve Vance Arthur Aloupl1, Jr. 
Repreaentatlve Tommy Gregory 
Representative Cindy Polo 
Repreaentatlve Holly Rascheln 
Representative Jason Shoaf 
Representative Clovis Watson, Jr. 

Department: 
Agency: 
Rule No(s): 
File Control No: 

THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE 

JOINT ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROCEDURES COMMITTEE 

CERTIFICATION 

Public Service Commission 

25-30.457 
181505 

JOSE R. OLIY A 
Speaker 

KENNETH J. PLANTE 
COORDINATOR 

Room 680, Pepper Building 
Ill W. Madison Street 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1400 
Telephone (850) 488-9110 

Fax (850) !122-4i!l34 
www.Japc.state.fi.us 
Japc@leg.state.n.us 

s: 
~ 
c=.t 
::JC 

-:1 :ta, 
-< .. _ 
w 

;,,·.....,,,. 

h :·t1 .:z - :.::) -.. 
w 
CJ.11 

As required by subparagraph 120.54(3)(e)4 F.S., the Joint Administrative Procedures Committee 
hereby certify that: . 

D There were no material and timely written comments or written inquiries made on 
behalf of the committee regarding the above listed rule; or 

The adopting agency has responded in writing to all material and timely written 
comments or written inquiries made on behalf of the committee regarding the above 
listed rules; or 

D The adopting agency has not responded in writing to all material and timely written 
comments or written inquiries made on behalf of the Committee regarding the above 
listed rules. 

NOTE: 

Certification Date: 5/13/2020 

This certification expires after: 5/20/2020 

Certifying Attorney: Jamie Jackson 

IZ! The above certified rules include materials incorporated by reference. 

D The above certified rules do not include materials incorporated by reference. 

Form Updated ll/1912008 



Julie Phillips 

From: 
Sent: 

Administrative Code <AdministrativeCode@DOS.MyFlorida.com> 
Wednesday, May 13, 2020 12:05 PM 

To: Julie Phillips 
Cc: Kathryn Cowdery; Samantha Cibula 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

RE: Rule Certification Packet, Rule 25-30.457, F.A.C. 
25-30.457.pdf 

Hello, 

Please see the attached filed packet for rule 25-30.457. 

Best, 

.A.nya {irosenliaugfi 
Government Operations Consultant Ill 
Florida Administrative Code and Register 
Room 701, The Capitol I Tallahassee, Florida 
850.245.6271 

From: JuliePhillips[mailto:JPhillip@PSC.STATE.FL.US] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 8:00 AM 
To: Administrative Code <AdministrativeCode@DOS.MyFlorida.com> 
Cc: Kathryn Cowdery <kcowdery@psc.state.fl.us>; Samantha Cibula <SCibula@PSC.STATE.FL.US>; Julie Phillips 
<JPhillip@PSC.STATE.FL.US> 
Subject: Rule Certification Packet, Rule 25-30.457, F.A.C. 

EMAIL RECEIVED FROM EXTERNAL SOURCE 

The Rule Certification Packet for Rule 25-30.457, F.A.C., with attachments of the PDF of the entire packet, along with the 
Word version of the coded text of the rule. 

We await your confirmation email. 

Thank you 

Ju{ie 'Plii{{ips 
Office of the General Counsel 
Florida Public Service Commission 
850.413.6084 
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