BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Inre: Petition for rate increase by Florida ) DOCKET NO. 2025001 1-EI
Power & Light Company )
) FILED: August 11, 2025

THE CITIZENS OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA’S, FLORIDA RISING’S. LEAGUE OF
UNITED LATIN AMERICAN CITIZENS’, ENVIRONMENTAL CONFEDERATION OF
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA'’S, & FLORIDIANS AGAINST INCREASED RATES’
JOINT RESPONSE IN OPPOSITION TO JOINT MOTION TO SUSPEND SCHEDULE
AND AMEND PROCEDURAL ORDER

The Citizens of the State of Florida, by and through the Florida Office of Public Counsel,
Florida Rising, Inc., League Of United Latin American Citizens, Environmental Confederation of
Southwest Florida, Inc., & Floridians Against Increased Rates, Inc., (collectively the “Customer
Majority Parties”)! hereby respond in opposition to the Joint Motion to Suspend Schedule and
Amend Procedural Order filed by Florida Power and Light Company et al. (“Opposed Motion™).
The Customer Majority Parties object to the requested suspension of the hearing due to begin
today, August 11, 2025, on the bases that the request is both untimely and counter to administrative
efficiency. The Customer Majority Parties have neither joined the purported forthcoming
agreement nor otherwise waived their Chapter 120 entitlement to a full hearing on FPL’s as-filed
petition for base rate increases. The Commission must therefore deny the Opposed Motion.

Furthermore, despite not being afforded the seven days to which they are entitled to respond, the

! “The Office of Public Counsel is the ‘statutorily created representative of all FPL ratepayers’ in
proceedings before the Commission.” Floridians Against Increased Rates, Inc. v. Clark, 371 So.
3d 905, 909 n. 10 (Fla. 2023). See also § 350.0611. In arate case, OPC is led by the overall public
interest, emphasizing the need for reasonable revenue requirements. FAIR’s and FEL’s
membership consists almost entirely of residential customers, plus some small businesses. Even
setting aside GS customers, residential customers alone constitute 89% of FPL’s customer base
and nearly 58% of total energy sales. FPL 2025 Ten Year Site Plan, Schedules 2.1-2.2
(5,355,964/6,025,452 total customers; 69,688/120,931 GWh).






II. Administrative Efficiency Favors the Existing Schedule

To the extent that the Opposed Motion requests cancellation of the hearing on FPL’s base
case and instead scheduling a future hearing only on the purported tentative agreement, the
Customer Majority Parties have not joined the purported agreement or otherwise waived their
rights under Chapter 120 to probe FPL’s as-filed petition, which, if approved as filed, would be
the largest rate increase in the history of the United States. Specifically, the Customer Majority
Parties do not waive their rights to respond to FPL’s petition, to present evidence and argument on
all issues involved, to conduct cross-examination, to submit proposed findings of facts and orders,
or to exercise any other rights to which the Customer Majority Parties are entitled pursuant to
sections 120.569 and 120.57, Florida Statutes. The Customer Majority Parties also note that if the
Commission were to suspend the hearing on the base case and proceed to a hearing only on the
purported agreement, then the validity of the Commission’s agency action in this docket would
depend on disputed facts. Upon judicial review, a Court would be required to reverse such agency
action pursuant to section 120.68(7)(a), Florida Statutes.

The Customer Majority Parties believe that they will need at least the entire two weeks
reserved for FPL’s base case, even absent participation by the parties to the purported agreement.
Collectively, the Customer Majority Parties have filed 748 potential cross-examination exhibits,
in contrast to the 40 potential exhibits cumulatively submitted by all other parties (excluding Staff)
to this docket.” FPSC EXH No. 1. The announcement of an as-yet unreleased, purported agreement

between other intervenors in this docket cannot negate or extinguish the due process rights of all

> The Customer Majority Parties sought to avoid duplication of exhibits included on Commission
Staff’s list of cross examination exhibits to the greatest extent practical, meaning these 748 exhibits
are largely in addition to those identified by Staff.
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remaining parties.® Should the Commission allow FPL’s requested suspension of the procedural
calendar, the Customer Majority Parties will still require at least two full weeks to litigate FPL’s
base case, which has historically and necessarily constituted the bulk of the evidence ultimately
included in proposed settlement agreements.

Postponing the two weeks of hearings set to begin today requires a much larger hearing
window than would be needed to consider the purported forthcoming agreement alone and
increases the chances that a final decision in this docket might not be issued before January 1,
2026, FPL’s requested date for the rate increases to become effective.

For the foregoing reasons, the Opposed Motion to suspend the procedural calendar should
be denied and the August 11-22, 2025, evidentiary hearing should proceed as scheduled. However,
if the Commission does grant the Opposed Motion, the Customer Majority Parties request that
dates for a new hearing—including at least two weeks for FPL’s as-filed case, in addition to the

time allocated for hearing on any forthcoming agreement—be set at the time of that decision.

® The fact that the parties identified in the Opposed Motion—which represent a slim minority of
the customers impacted by FPL’s proposed rate increases—have indicated their interest in settling
but have not actually filed a signed settlement agreement further indicates suspending the hearing
at this time would be premature, even if the Opposed Motion had been filed more than five days
prior to the scheduled start date.



RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 11th day of August, 2025.

/s/ Walt Trierweiler

Walt Trierweiler

Public Counsel

FL Bar No. 912468

Trierweiler. Walt@leg.state.fl.us

Office of Public Counsel

c/o The Florida Legislature

111 West Madison Street, Suite 12
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1400

Counsel for the Citizens ¢ f the State ¢f Florida

/s/Robert Scheffel Wright
Robert Scheffel Wright
schef@gbwlegal.com

John T. LaVia, 111
jlavia@gbwlegal.com
Gardner, Bist, Bowden, Dee, LaVia,
Wright, Perry & Harper, P.A.
1300 Thomaswood Drive
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Telephone (850) 385-0070
Facsimile (850) 385-5416

Attorneys for Floridians Against Increased Rates,
Inc.

/s/ Bradley Marshall
Florida Bar No. 98008
Email: bmarshall@earthjustice.org

Jordan Luebkemann

Florida Bar No. 1015603

Email: jluebkemann@earthjustice.org
Earthjustice

111 S. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Tallahassee, Florida 32301

T: (850) 681-0031

Fax: (850) 681-0020

Danielle McManamon

Florida Bar No. 1059818
dmcmanamon(@earthjustice.org
Earthjustice

4500 Biscayne Blvd., Ste. 201
Miami, FL 33137

T: 305.440.5432

F: 850.681.0020

Counsel for League ¢f United Latin American
Citizens ¢f Florida, Florida Rising, and
Environmental Confederation ¢f Southwest
Florida



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true copy and correct copy of the foregoing was served on
this 11th day of August, 2025, via electronic mail on:

Florida Public Service Commission
Office of the General Counsel
Shaw Stiller

Timothy Sparks

2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399
sstiller@psc.state.fl.us
tsparks@psc.state.fl.us
discovery-gcl@psc.state.fl.us

Office of Public Counsel

Mary A. Wessling

Walt Trierweiler

c/o The Florida Legislature

111 West Madison Street, Room 812
Tallahassee, FL. 32399

wessling. mary@leg.state.fl.us
trierweiler.walt@leg.state.fl.us

Florida Power & Light Company
John Burnett

Maria Moncada

Christopher Wright

700 Universe Boulevard

Juno Beach, FL 33408-0420
maria.moncada@fpl.com
john.t.burnett@fpl.com
christopher.wright@fpl.com

Kenneth A. Hoffman

134 West Jefferson Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
ken.hoffman@fpl.com

Walmart Inc.

Stephanie U. Eaton

Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC
110 Oakwood Drive, Suite 500
Winston-Salem, NC 27103
seaton(@spilmanlaw.com

Steven W. Lee

Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC
1100 Bent Creek Boulevard, Suite 101
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050
slee@spilmanlaw.com

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy
William C. Garner

Law Office of William C. Garner, PLLC
3425 Bannerman Road

Unit 105, No. 414

Tallahassee, FL 32312
bgarner@wcglawoffice.com

Florida Industrial Power Users Group
Jon C. Moyle, Jr.

Karen A. Putnal

Moyle Law Firm, P.A.

118 North Gadsden Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32301
jmoyle@moylelaw.com
kputnal@moylelaw.com
mqualls@moylelaw.com










