


FLORIDA PuUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OFFICE OF INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT
AND MARKET ANALYSIS

APPLICATION FOR ORIGINAL AUTHORITY
OR TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY
To PROVIDE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE
IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA

INSTRUCTIONS

This form should be used as the application for an original certificate and transfer of
an existing certificate (from a Florida certificated company to a non-certificated
company). In the case of a transfer, the information shall be provided by the
transferee. If you have other questions about completing the form, call (850)
413-6600.

Print or type all responses to each item requested in the application. If an item is not
applicable, please explain. All questions must be answered. If unable to answer the
question in the allotted space, please continue on a separate sheet.

Once completed, submit the original and one copy of this form along with a non-
refundable fee of $500.00 to:

Florida Public Service Commission
Office of Commission Clerk

2540 Shumard Oak Blvd.
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850
(850) 413-6770
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the company and provide proof that the individual authorizes the use of the
resume.

See Exhibit A. All resumes are for employees of Talkie Communications, Inc.

(b) Technical ability: An applicant must provide resumes of employees/officers of
the company that would indicate sufficient technical experiences or indicate
what company has been contracted to conduct technical maintenance. Please
explain if a resume represents an individual that is not employed with the
company and provide proof that the individual authorizes the use of the resume.

See Exhibit B. All resumes are for employees of Talkie Communications, Inc.

(c) Einancial _ability: An applicant must provide financial statements
demonstrating financial ability by submitting a balance sheet, income
statement, and retained earnings statement. An applicant that has audited
financial statements for the most recent three years must provide those
financial statements. If a full three years’ historical data is not available, the
application must include both historical financial data and pro forma data to
supplement. An applicant of a newly established company must provide three
years’ pro forma data. If the applicant does not have audited financial
statements, it must be, so stated and signed by either the applicant's chief
executive officer or chief financial officer affirming that the financial statements
are true and correct.

Provided as Confidential Exhibit C are the audited financial statements of
Talkie Communications, Inc. for 2022, 2023, and 2024 to demonstrate
Applicant’s qualifications. The financial information provided in Confidential
Exhibit C demonstrates that Applicant, possesses the requisite financial
resources to provide telecommunications services in the State of Florida.

Because Talkie Communications, Inc. is privately held, Applicant's financial
statements are not publicly available. Therefore, Applicant requests that the
financial statements provided as Confidential Exhibit C be treated as confidential
and proprietary, pursuant to Rule 25 22.006(5), and not be made part of the
public record.
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Response to Question 7e - List the state(s), and accompanying docket number(s), in which
the applicant has had regulatory penalties imposed for violations of telecommunications
statutes and the circumstances involved.

On November 4, 2021, Talkie Communications, Inc. (“Talkie™) gave notice to the Federal Communications
Commission (“FCC”) of its intention to default on and to not pursue RDOF support on its winning bid
associated with CBG MD-039-9302001 (which is one (1) Census Block Group (“CBG”) amounting to a
total of $121,710.00, within its numerous RDOF awarded areas/CBGs), located on Smith Island, Maryland,
as Talkie had uncovered significant wasteful spending and various technical barrier concerns that made the
deployment of Talkie’s Fiber-to-the-Home (“FTTH”) network to this CBG infeasible.

On December 9, 2021, Talkie filed a Petition for Waiver of this default due to wasteful spending and various
technical barrier concerns. As indicated in this Petition for Waiver, Smith Island is only accessible by boat
and there are no bridges or other above water structures that Talkie’s fiber could be attached to so as to
connect to the Island. Moreover, it is widely acknowledged that Smith Island has substantially eroded due
to sea rise caused by global warming. In fact, over the past 150 years, Smith Island has lost 3,300 acres due
to sea rise leaving only 900 acres of habitable land, and projections show that this erosion will continue and
that by the year 2100, the island will be “almost completely underwater.” See id. at 5 (citing Andrew
Zaleski, Smith Island Is Sinking Into the Chesapeake Bay Thanks to Climate Change, Newsweek, Nov. 1,
2015, available at hitps://www.newsweek.com/smith-island-sinking-chesapeake-bay-thanks-climate-
change-389131). Given this concern, Maryland’s Department of Housing and Community Development
offered buyouts for residents in 2012 so that they could move off the Island. In light of the above issues,
Talkie believes it would have been a waste of funds for RDOF to fund the deployment of an expensive
fiber-based broadband network to an island that is eroding and will eventually be underwater.

On January 28, 2022, the FCC’s Wireline Competition Bureau declared Talkie to be in default of that one
(1) CBG, and referred the company to the Enforcement Bureau for enforcement action. See Public Notice
(DA 22-96). On July 22, 2022, the FCC issued a Notice of Apparent Liability for Forfeiture in the amount
of $3,000.00 against Talkie (along with many other RDOF winners that had defaulted). See FCC 22-59A1
at Appendix D, para. 59. Talkie has paid this forfeiture amount and has not defaulted on any other of its
RDOF awarded CBGs.



















Exhibit C

Exhibit C has been Redacted in Its Entirety



