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1 PROCEEDTINGS

2 (Transcript follows in sequence from Volume

3 5.)

4 CHATRMAN LA ROSA: All right. Well, good

5 morning, everybody. It's 9:00 a.m. I think we can
6 probably get rolling.

7 Any preliminary matters or anything happen

8 overnight?

9 MR. STILLER: None that staff is aware of.

10 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Okay.

11 MR. BURNETT: Mr. Chairman, I do have a

12 couple, 1if I may?

13 CHATIRMAN LA ROSA: Sure.

14 MR. BURNETT: So I have consulted with

15 counsel, and we are goling to move Witness DuBose
16 right after Mr. Oliver. She's having some allergy
17 issues and needs to get back home, so we are going
18 to move her up in the stack.

19 And then I wanted to let everyone know that I
20 have polled all the signatories and represent for
21 all of them, including FPL, that we will have no
22 cross-examination for any of the non-signatory
23 witnesses in this phase of the case. So unless
24 staff or the Commission had questions for those
25 witnesses, they can be moved in to the record,
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stipulated and not have to travel.

CHATIRMAN LA ROSA: Okay.

MR. BURNETT: On the settlement phase, we are
continuing to work on trying to get a similar no
cross, but we have got one party we are still
working with, but I can -- I will report on that if
that resolves that way.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Excellent. Great. Thank
you.

MR. BURNETT: Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: I appreciate the update as
we are obviously still trying to, you know, put
things together. Things are moving around, so
perfect.

MR. BURNETT: Yes, sir. Thank you.

MS. WESSLING: And just one question, I think
there were some emails that were sent around
yesterday regarding one of our settlement phase
witnesses, Jim Wilson. We were requesting
potentially an October 15th date certain for him
just so that he can make -- know when to make
travel arrangements for. Correct me if I am wrong,
anyone, but I don't think there was any objection
to that, if the Commission is willing to allow us

to convey that to him and just have him plan on
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being here on the 15th.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: On Wednesday, the 15th.
Any objection to that? And I am going to go to
that staff, because I don't see that witness on our
list in our kind of preliminary schedule.

MR. STILLER: The preliminary schedule you
have is just for Phase I. We are talking about a
Phase II witness, I believe.

MS. WESSLING: Yes.

CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Okay. So what are your
thoughts?

MR. STILLER: So the 15th should work, I
believe, for a date certain. I mean, I don't, from
staff perspective, that's not a problem.

For scheduling purposes, I don't know where
that puts us. It may make a witness come out of
order, would be the only potential procedural
issue. But i1f there is no or limited cross, that
should not be a substantial issue.

CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Okay.

MS. WESSLING: So 1is it okay 1f we let him
know to make arrangements, then, for the 15th?

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Let me ask the parties, 1is
there any objection to that?

MR. BURNETT: No objection from FPL, sir. And
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I will try by lunch to see if we can get the same
stipulation for the settlement, which may help OPC
just avoid having to bring him altogether, if that
was the will of staff and the Commission.

CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Is that fair?

MS. WESSLING: Well, just so it's clear, we
intend to have all of our witnesses for Phase I and
Phase II appear in person and testify so that they
can present their summaries and make sure the
Commission and the public can hear from our
witnesses. So they -- I appreciate the attempts
to, you know, or the accommodation, but we don't
need the accommodation. We intend to have our
witnesses for Phase I and Phase II here in person.

CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Okay.

MS. WESSLING: Thank vyou.

CHATRMAN LA ROSA: All right. But you still
didn't answer.

MS. WESSLING: I am sorry, what was that?

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: You still need an answer?

MS. WESSLING: Yes, 1f we need to wait and
get —--

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Can it wait until lunch?
Is that okay?

MS. WESSLING: That's perfectly fine. Yes.
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1 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Let's wait until lunch, and
2 sounds like we have got a attentive agreement,

3 although, not, it doesn't seem like it, but it

4 sounds like there is. We are all heading in the

5 right direction.

6 MS. WESSLING: Okay. We will hold off on

7 letting him know that that's confirmed.

8 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: And it looks good. It

9 looks promising.

10 MS. WESSLING: Okay. Great. Thank you.

11 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: We will confirm that at the
12 lunch hour. Awesome, anything else?

13 All right. So just kind of scheduling for

14 today, similar, Jjust as I ended yesterday, we will
15 have a break here between now and lunch. We will
lo try to target the 12 o'clock hour for lunch. We

17 will come back and assess what we have got left for
18 the remainder of the day. Certainly, we will take
19 breaks accordingly. If we have to go late tonight
20 we will, as mentioned. I Jjust wanted to make sure
21 I gave that warning a second time, again, just
22 trying to balance what we have got on the schedule
23 at least for Phase I, obviously, there is still
24 some moving parts it sounds like.
25 We can go ahead and get started and let's hand
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1 it over to FPL, you can call your witness, which

2 seems to be already in the witness box.

3 MR. COX: Good morning, Chairman La Rosa and
4 Commissioners.

5 Chairman La Rosa, FPL calls its next witness,
6 Tim Oliver.

7 Mr. Oliver, could you state your name for the
8 record, please?

9 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: I need to swear in the

10 witness.

11 Mr. Oliver, do you mind standing raising your
12 right hand?

13 Whereupon,

14 TIM OLIVER

15 was called as a witness, having been first duly sworn to
16 speak the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

17 truth, was examined and testified as follows:

18 THE WITNESS: I do.

19 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Excellent. Great, thank
20 you.

21 MR. COX: Thank you, Chairman.

22 EXAMINATION

23 BY MR. COX:
24 Q We will start again.

25 Mr. Oliver, could you state your name for the
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record, please?

A Sure. Tim Oliver.
Q Mr. Oliver, what is your business address?
A My business address is 700 Universe Boulevard,

Juno Beach, Florida, 33408.

Q By whom are you employed and in what capacity?

A I am employed by the Florida Power & Light
Company, and I am the Vice-President of Development.

Q On whose behalf are you testifying in this
proceeding for your direct testimony?

A Florida Power & Light Company.

Q Mr. Oliver, did you cause to be filed on
February 28th, 2025, 42 pages of direct testimony in
this proceeding?

A Yes.

Q Do you have any changes or corrections to your
direct testimony?

A No.

Q If T were to ask you the same questions today
as contained in your prefiled direct testimony as filed
on February 28th of this year, would your answers be the
same?

A Yes.

MR. COX: Chairman La Rosa, FPL requests that

Mr. Oliver's February 28th, 2025, prefiled direct
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1 testimony be inserted in the record as though read?
2 CHATRMAN LA ROSA: So moved.

3 MR. COX: Thank you.

4 (Whereupon, prefiled direct testimony of Tim

5 Oliver was inserted.)
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BY MR. COX:

Q Mr. Oliver, do you have Exhibits TO-1 through
TO-6 attached to your prefiled testimony?

A Yes.

Q Mr. Oliver, did you also cosponsor SRB-7
attached to the prefiled direct testimony of witness
Scott Bores-?

A Yes.

MR. COX: Chairman La Rosa, I would note that
that cosponsored exhibit is marked on the
Comprehensive Exhibit List as Exhibit No. 131, and
it will be moved into the record at the time
Mr. Bores takes the stand for his direct testimony.

CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Okay.

BY MR. COX:

Q Mr. Oliver, did you cause to be filed an
errata correcting errors on your Exhibit TO-4 on July
this of this year?

A Yes.

Q Do you have any other changes or corrections
to your exhibits?

A No, I do not.

MR. COX: Chairman La Rosa, I note that Mr.
Oliver's exhibits as corrected have been marked as

exhibits for the hearing and are identified on
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1 staff's Comprehensive Exhibit List as Exhibits 72
2 through 77.
3 CHATIRMAN LA ROSA: Okay.

4 BY MR. COX:

5 Q Turning to your rebuttal testimony. Mr.

6 Oliver, did you cause to be filed on July 9th, 2025, 26
7 pages of rebuttal testimony in this proceeding?

8 A Yes.

9 Q Any changes or corrections to your rebuttal
10 testimony?

11 A No.

12 Q If I were to ask you the same questions today
13 as contained in your prefiled rebuttal testimony as

14 filed on July 9th of this year, would your answers be

15 the same?

16 A Yes.

17 MR. COX: Chairman La Rosa, FPL requests that
18 Mr. Oliver's February 28th -- excuse me, July 9th,
19 2025, prefiled rebuttal testimony be inserted in

20 the record as though read.

21 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: So moved.

22 MR. COX: Thank you.

23 (Whereupon, prefiled rebuttal testimony of Tim

24 Oliver was inserted.)

25
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1 BY MR. COX:

3 TO-8

6 LF-11, attached to the prefiled rebuttal testimony of

7 FPL witness Liz Fuentes?

10

11

12

13

14

15 BY MR. COX:

16

17 corrections to your rebuttal exhibits?

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25 BY MR. COX:

Q Mr. Oliver, did you have Exhibits TO-7 and
attached to your prefiled rebuttal testimony?
A Yes.

Q And, Mr. Oliver, did you cosponsor Exhibit

A Yes.

MR. COX: And, Chair La Rosa, I would note
that that Exhibit LF-11 is identified as Exhibit
No. 307 on the staff Comprehensive Exhibit List,
and it will moved into the record at the time Ms.
Fuentes takes the stand for her rebuttal testimony.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Okay.

Q Mr. Oliver, do you have any changes or

A No, I do not.

MR. COX: Chairman La Rosa, I note that Mr.
Oliver's exhibits as corrected for his rebuttal
testimony have been marked for this hearing and are
identified on staff's Comprehensive Exhibit List as
Exhibits 295 and 296.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Okay.
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Q Mr. Oliver, would you please summarize the
topics addressed in your direct and rebuttal
testimonies?

A Sure.

Good morning, Chairman, Commissioners.

My direct and rebuttal testimonies address
FPL's 2026 through 2029 solar and battery additions, as
well as the SoBRA mechanism, our natural gas and nuclear
generation development efforts, our property held for
future use for generation, the long duration battery
pilot, the solar facilities program and our electric
vehicle charging programs.

I am here to address any questions that you
might have.

Q Thank you, Mr. Oliver.

MR. COX: Chairman La Rosa, the witness is
tendered for cross—-examination.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Great. Thank you.

OPC, you are recognized for questioning.

MS. WESSLING: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

EXAMINATION
BY MS. WESSLING:
Q And good morning, Mr. Oliver.
A Good morning, Ali.
Q All right. So as you just discussed, you are
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1 currently the Vice-President of Development for Florida
2 Power & Light, correct?

3 A Correct.

4 Q And prior to that, among many other roles, you
5 were also the Vice-President of Corporate Real Estate

6 for FPL for about three-and-a-half years?

7 A That is correct.

8 Q So you have been involved with the acquisition
9 of land for solar facilities with FPL since pretty much
10 FPL started doing that, right?

11 A That's correct.

12 Q Okay. And we are going to cover a couple of
13 different topics this morning, but first I just want to
14 get an understanding of what goes into FPL's acquisition
15 of land for future renewable uses, if that's all right.
16 A So with regard to our land acquisition efforts
17 associated with solar projects, we have a very detailed
18 screening process that we undergo. First what we do is
19 we analyze land along our transmission system. We also
20 analyze land parcels as well as close proximity to the
21 transmission system, also the ability for the grid to
22 handle the new load at that area.
23 With regard to the land, we look for land that
24 is free of any wetlands or species issues, that's dry

25 and buildable. We tend to seek single landowners for
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1 efficiency in our transactions. We go through a

2 thorough diligence process where we involve our

3 corporate real estate team and review of title and

4 survey of the property. Our environmental groups and

5 consultants come in and do analyses around the

6 geotechnical nature of the parcels. We scan for any

7 species, wetland delineations. We do all of that to

8 identify properties that would be good fits for future
9 solar projects.

10 Then we will engage with the landowners,

11 right. Our corporate real estate team does a scan of
12 the market of the area for comparable pricing of recent
13 transactions, and then we will start a competitive

14 negotiation process to acquire the parcel at the best
15 possible price for our customers.

16 Q Thank you. And you actually crossed off a lot
17 of my questions with that one answer, so great job.

18 One thing FPL does not study when evaluating
19 whether or not to purchase a particular piece of land
20 for solar specifically is the potential firm capacity
21 that that land could provide, correct?
22 A The firm capacity calculation related to that
23 solar project, that does not go into our screening
24 process of whether a site can be a good host for solar

25 moving forward.
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1 Q Thank you.

2 And when evaluating a piece of potential solar
3 land, FPL has an engineering team that develops a

4 preliminary layout of how much solar could be located on
5 that particular parcel of land, correct?

6 A That's correct.

7 Q And when developing that preliminary layout,

8 if the engineering team thought that the land was not

9 suitable for development into a solar facility, they

10 would point that out, right?

11 A Yes. A good example of that is a piece of

12 property that has some wetlands on it, you know, we will
13 avoid that section of the property and make sure it

14 still can, you know, suit a 74.5 megawatt solar project.
15 Q Are you familiar with FPL's Kayak Solar

16 Facility in north Florida?

17 A I am.

18 Q That's located near Holt, Florida?

19 A That's correct.

20 0 And there is also a creek nearby called

21 Wilkinson Creek?

22 A Correct.

23 Q Did FPL conduct an engineering analysis for
24 that land when it purchased it for future solar

25 development to see if it would be suitable?
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1 A So I am not familiar specifically with that

2 engineering design and the acquisition of that property.
3 However, as part of our process, that is a step it that
4 we do for all of the properties we acquire.

5 Q And whether or not a berm between a solar

6 facility and a creek is necessary would be an

7 engineering determination, correct?

8 A Can you repeat that again? I didn't hear that
9 first part.

10 o] Sure. Whether or not a berm between a solar
11 facility and a creek is necessary would be an

12 engineering determination, correct?

13 A That's correct. As part of the stormwater

14 design for a facility, our engineering firms would

15 design that feature.

16 Q And are you familiar with an incident that

17 occurred recently at the Kayak Solar Facility and

18 Wilkinson creek?

19 A I am.
20 o] I would like to mark CEL Exhibits 807 and 818,
21 please. And that would be, if we could go to the first
22 one, at F2-12005?
23 A Excuse me, Ali. Is there something I need to
24 do on here? Oh, there is --

25 MR. SCHULTZ: I will.
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1 BY MS. WESSLING:

2 Q And if there is ever a need to scroll, there

3 is a mouse there for you.

4 A Okay.

5 Q During your recent rainfall runoff from the

6 Kayak Solar Facility breached the berm between the

7 facility and Wilkinson Creek, correct?

8 A That's correct.

9 Q And Senator Don Gaetz stated in this article
10 that the nature of the failure at Wilkinson Creek calls
11 into question the design and placement of solar farms,
12 is that correct?

13 A I have not read the article.
14 Q If we could go to page F2-12334? If you could
15 scroll down a little bit, please? Okay. The bottom

16 line of the page that we are looking at?

17 MR. COX: Excuse me, Ms. Wessling, what number
18 exhibit is that? I couldn't see.

19 MS. WESSLING: This is Exhibit 818.

20 MR. COX: 818. Thank you.

21 BY MS. WESSLING:

22 Q Do you see that statement in this article, Mr.
23 Oliver, he it bottom?

24 A Which statement? Can you repeat again? The

25 nature of this failure, that one?

premier-reporting.com
Premier Reporting (850) 894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



1282

1 0 Yes.
2 A Yes, I see it.
3 Q Okay. Do you agree that a failure such as

4 this would call into question the design and placement
5 of solar farms?

6 A So I disagree with that. I will state that,
7 you know, we had an extreme weather event at near our --
8 or right on top of our Kayak Solar Farm earlier this

9 year.

10 You know, we design -- and our solar facility
11 was designed in accordance with state law and what's

12 laid out with the Department of Environmental

13 Protection, and so we built to those standards, and

14 exceeded them in some cases, I believe.

15 And so what happened here was an extreme event
lo that damaged the stormwater berm and caused some runoff
17 into adjacent properties. And we are working to repair
18 the facility and remediate any damage from this extreme
19 weather event. But I will, you know, restate that we
20 have built -- we continue to build all of our projects
21 to state codes and standards.
22 Q And to FPL's credit, FPL has vowed to make
23 things right at this particular location for any of the
24 homes that were damaged, correct?

25 A That 1s correct.
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1 Q Okay. And my question as it he relates to

2 your testimony and being here today is has that berm

3 failure caused FPL to change anything about the way FPL
4 evaluates a potential piece of property for future solar
5 use?

6 A So we are currently assessing the impact to

7 the Kayak Solar Farm with all of our existing solar

8 facilities, and soclar facilities we would build into the
9 future, and we are looking to improve our design

10 standards to go even further above, where warranted,

11 even further above the required standards by the state.
12 Q And so FPL is looking at potential lessons

13 learned from this particular incident, and may use those
14 lessons learned in the design of future solar

15 facilities, is that fair?

16 A I that I that's a fair statement.

17 Q Okay. And if we could go to Case Center page
18 F2-12006? This is in Exhibit 807. If you could scroll
19 down just a little bit.
20 Okay. In the top line of this article, it
21 states that FPL is set to spend millions of dollars to
22 make what happened at this facility right. Do you see
23 that?
24 A Oh, I see. I do see that statement in this

25 article.
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1 Q If you know, are the general body of

2 ratepayers going to be paying for those repairs, or will
3 that be covered below the line?

4 A I am not sure we know the extent of the repair
5 costs yet. However, I will note that the Kayak Solar

6 repalr costs and remediations are not part of this

7 proceeding.

8 Q All right. So moving on to talking about some
9 of FPL's solar investments.

10 Each of the 72 utility-scale solar facilities
11 that FPL plans to build from 2026 to 2029 have a

12 nameplate generation capacity of 74.5 megawatts, is that

13 right?

14 A That is correct.
15 Q Okay. And FPL has chosen to build these
16 facilities with -- specifically at 74.5 megawatts

17 nameplate capacity due to the Power Plant Siting Act, 1is

18 that correct?

19 A We have chosen to build at 74.5 megawatts,
20 yes, that is correct, to comply with the act. There are
21 several reasons that we build in this manner. It's

22 primarily speed to market. We are able to permit these
23 at the local level rather than going through the state
24 process and the need determination and the bid rule,

25 something that can extend it out to almost two years to
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1 get permits for our projects. By working at the local

2 level, we can engage local stakeholders to make sure we
3 incorporate their suggestions into the designs of our

4 facilities. And it also allows us to get the permits,

5 you know, within 12 month, sometimes as qguick as six to
6 nine months.

7 And then also building in 74.5 megawatts and

8 having that permitting certainty allows us to design —--
9 standardize our designs in our procurement policy so

10 that we can provide the most cost-effective solution for
11 our customers. It allows our vendors, our supply chain
12 to procure looking forward and contractors to set up

13 their crews so that they know with certainty as they

14 move throughout our state. And this all provides

15 synergies and cost savings to our customers. And, you
16 know, we have a pretty good track record of putting

17 these projects into service on time and on budget.

18 Q One of the things you mentioned was that this
19 provides cost savings to customers. My question for you
20 is: You are not aware of any CPVRR analyses that FPL
21 has conducted to determine if it would be more
22 cost-effective to build fewer but larger facilities that
23 were subject to the Power Plant Siting Act as compared
24 to building these individual 74.5 megawatt facilities,

25 correct?
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1 A I am not aware of any specific CPVRR analysis.
2 I know that when this program was started, the analysis
3 was done across several business units, and was agreed

4 on this was the most cost-effective manner to deploy

5 solar.

6 By deploying it in these chunks -- 1if we were
7 to build big bigger projects, the procurement, the

8 development, the construction timeline could span years.
9 By doing it in these manageable 74.5 megawatt

10 configurations, we are able to procure and get the

11 materials in and constructed and bring those projects

12 on-line before there is changes.

13 I guess a good example is tax policy or trade
14 policy, we are able to secure equipment ahead of time

15 and execute and build and deliver these solar projects
16 on time and on budget providing value for our customers.
17 Q FPL's solar facilities, on average, require

18 approximately 600 acres each, correct?

19 A Yeah, around that. Six, 650 on average I
20 think is where we are at.
21 Q Okay. And -- so if FPL plans to build 72
22 solar facilities over the next four years, and each site
23 requires approximately 600 acres, FPL intends to use
24 43,200 acres of Florida land to locate these 72 solar

25 facilities over the next four years, subject to check,
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1 does that math sound right?

2 A If 600 times 72 is that number, then subject

3 to check, that sounds like a reasonable number.

4 Q Okay. I have got a couple other numbers that,
5 subject to check, I will just ask you to confirm subject
6 to check.

7 A Sure.

8 Q In your rebuttal testimony, you state that not
9 including the 72 solar sites that are the subject of

10 this case, FPL already owns or has the option to own

11 enough land to accommodate 12,300 megawatts of

12 additional solar, is that right?

13 A I believe that was in my testimony, correct.
14 Q And we can go to Case Center page D12-574. I
15 just want to make sure I am reading it correctly. And
16 lines 21 through 23. If you want to read that, I can

17 ask my question again and just make sure we are --

18 A Yeah.
19 o) Okay .
20 A Yeah, I agree. That was in my rebuttal

21 testimony, I believe, right?

22 0 Yes.

23 Okay. So subject to check, if you divide
24 12,300 megawatts by 74.5 megawatts, you get

25 approximately 165, does that sound about right?
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1 A That sounds about right.

2 Q Okay. So that means FPL already has enough

3 land to build another 165 solar sites not including the
4 72 solar sites that FPL plans to build during the next
5 four years?

6 A We either own the property or we have option
7 agreements to purchase the property in the future, that
8 is correct. And this lines up with the ten-year site

9 plan. You know, we acgquire our property based on the
10 needs that are determined by our resource planning

11 group, and the resource planning group, in the expected
12 solar generation that was laid out in the most recent
13 ten-year site plan, our property that we either own or
14 have under option, lines up almost right on top of our
15 ten-year site plan.

lo Q And using the 600 acres per solar facility

17 number, 165 solar sites would require approximately

18 99,000 acres of land, correct?

19 A Subject to check. And for the -- to speed
20 things along, sure, we will accept that.
21 Q Thank you.
22 So if you add the 72 solar sites that FPL
23 plans to build as part of this case and the 165
24 additional solar sites that FPL already has the land to

25 accommodate, that equals 237 solar facilities, subject
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1 to check?

2 A Can you say that again?

3 Q Sure.

4 A The 72 plus the 1657

5 o) Yes.

6 A Is?

7 Q 237.

8 A Sounds right.

9 Q All right. And if FPL builds all of these 237

10 facilities, that will require approximately 142,200

11 acres, subject to check?

12 A Subject to check.

13 Q And again, FPL already answer or has purchase
14 options for all of that land?

15 A That 1s correct.

16 Q And FPL would pursue acquiring even more land
17 if the right opportunity presented itself, correct?

18 A I think we have talked about this in our

19 depositions, that we have pretty much slowed down and
20 stopped our land acquisition process. We feel good

21 about where we are. We line up with our ten-year site
22 plan. However, moving forward, if the right piece of
23 property came on the market and made sense for us to

24 acquire that and potentially divest another piece of

25 property, that would be something that we would look at
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and continue to look at. Whatever is in the best
interest of our customers.

Q Not all solar facilities require the same
number of panels, correct?

A That's right.

Q And there are essentially two types of panels,
tracking and fixed?

A So in that configuration, the panel can be the
same. There is two —-- 1t's Jjust whether that panel sits
on a tracker or whether it's fixed tilt assembly. So
it's the same actual module and panel.

Q Okay. Thank you for that clarification.

And it's FPL's decision to choose whether or
not to use tracking modules or fixed modules, correct?

A Yes. Our analysis has indicated that it's
much beneficial -- or it's more beneficial for our
customers to get the incremental generation that a
tracking solar facilities provides.

Q And facilities that use tracking modules

require more land than modules that use fixed panels,

correct?

A That's correct. And the reason that is, is to
avoid shading, right. So we don't -- as these
modules -- as the panels tilt during the day, we don't

want the shading from one row to, you know, impact the

premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting (850) 894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



1291

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

solar generation of the row behind it, so we space them
out a little bit further.

Q And FPL intends that the all of the 2026
through 2029 planned solar facilities will use tracking
panels, correct?

A That's correct. It's the most cost-effective
way to deploy solar for our customers.

Q All right. And now some questions about the
battery investments.

Between 2026 and 2029, FPL intends to place 40

four-hour batteries into service, correct?

A Between 2026 and 20277

Q 2029.

A 2029, okay.

Q I believe your exhibit --

A That sounds right.

Q -— TO-6 documents that.

A Uh-huh.

Q And with the exception of two of those

batteries, they will all be 74.5 megawatt nameplate
batteries, correct?

A That's correct. Most of the batteries we plan
to deploy are what we call the hybrid batteries, these
are the ones that we go place at the solar facilities

that are either existing or we could build at the same

premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting (850) 894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



1292

1 time. And the reason we like to do this is it leverages
2 the interconnection facilities and the transmission

3 upgrades, 1f any, that are required for the solar sites.
4 So really, it's the most -- it's a very efficient way to
5 bring the storage capability on-line.

6 Q I think you said most of those batteries will
7 be hybrid batteries, but it's 38 of the 40 are intended
8 to be hybrid batteries, right-?

9 A That's fair. Yes.

10 Q And hybrid meaning that they will be

11 co-located at the same grid interconnection point as a
12 solar facility, correct?

13 A That's right. We leverage the existing

14 interconnection facilities and the step-up transformer
15 so we don't have to buy that equipment for each of the
16 new batteries.

17 Q And you would agree with me that all of the

18 battery storage projects that FPL intends to build

19 between 2026 and 2029 will have a much smaller footprint
20 than a solar facility?
21 A Yes, the battery facilities do have smaller

22 footprint than the solar.

23 Q Significantly smaller?
24 A Yes. I will note that we do not have to
25 acquire additional land for the storage projects. We
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1 are able to put them on the same land that houses the

2 solar facilities.

3 Q And you would also agree that batteries

4 provide much more firm capacity than solar facilities,

5 correct?

6 A I think Witness Whitley would be the best

7 person to explain the capacity value of the solar and

8 the batteries.

9 Q You state that pairing solar and battery -- in
10 your testimony, you state that pairing solar and battery
11 storage investments allows for the most cost-effective
12 integration with the existing power generation fleet,

13 correct?

14 A I -
15 Q Page seven.
16 A Are you sure that's in my testimony? Do you

17 want to point me to that?

18 Q Sure. Page seven, lines 19 and 20. That's --
19 I apologize, I don't have the Case Center number, but

20 it's two up from there. Lines 19 through 20. Oh, is

21 that your rebuttal? Sorry. It's the direct testimony,
22 page seven.

23 A Subject to check, I degree, it's a very

24 cost-effective solution to provide storage for our

25 customers. As I mentioned earlier, the shared
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facilities 1is a tremendous cost savings. It also is
having the available land and permitting and perhaps
building at the same time. There is a lot of synergies
in bringing the storage on in that -- along with the
solar projects in a hybrid facility.

Q At the time you filed your testimony on
February 28th of this year, FPL already had 108 solar
facilities across 32 counties in Florida, correct?

A When we filed in February, yes, we had 108
solar facilities in service.

Q So FPL already has 108 solar facilities where
hybrid batteries could be placed?

A Yes. I will note that not all of the
facilities -- we did a thorough screening of each
project to determine which ones had enough land and
configurations that could support batteries, and I can't
remember the exact ratio, but not all 108 facilities
could support batteries.

Q Most of them could, though, right?

A I would have to check. Let's -- you know, at
least half of them can support batteries.

Q So half of 108, so 54 facilities could host --

A I am comfortable saying a majority of the
facilities could host them.

Q Okay. And FPL is planning on placing some of
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these hybrid batteries at facilities that FPL has not
even built yet, correct?

A Yes. And in that instance, we probably would
provide even more value to our customers through the
synergies of having the same construction firm build the
solar and the batteries at the same time.

Q You also in your testimony, on page 20, I
believe, which is Case Center page C14-1994, that's
where you begin discussing the SoBRA mechanism, correct?

A Sure.

Q We will wait until we get there. If you
scroll down a little bit. There we go.

And SoBRA stands for solar base rate
adjustment, correct?

A SOBRA, vyes.

Q Yes, sorry. SoBRA, that's what SoBRA stands
for.

All right. And FPL is asking for permission
to file SoBRAs in 2028 and 2029, correct?

A That is correct.

Q If approved -- or if this request is approved
and FPL does file SoBRAs in 2028 and 2029, and if those
are ultimately approved, this will result in an increase
of base rates in both 2028 and 2029, correct?

A If we file for solar and batteries as part of
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1 a solar and battery base rate adjustment, it will impact

2 base rates.

3 Q In each year, correct?
4 A In each vyear.
5 Q And FPL's current estimate is that the 2028

6 SoBRA, if approved, would result in a $296 million base

7 rate increase, correct?
8 A I believe that was the number we put forth.
9 Q And if FPL's -- FPL has estimated that for the

10 2029 SoBRA, if approved, that would result in an

11 additional $266 million base rates increase, correct?

12 A I -- again, subject to check, that sounds
13 right.
14 Q Okay. It takes approximately nine months for

15 FPL to build a solar facility, correct?

16 A You mean —-
17 Q Construction?
18 A In the field at the site, the final nine

19 months to get the materials on-site and then to

20 construct it, yes. But off-site construction and

21 engineering work starts well before that.

22 Q And permitting and whatnot, but the actual
23 on-site construction is approximately nine months,
24 correct?

25 A That's a fair statement.
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Q And none of the 2028 or 2029 solar or battery
projects are yet in the build-out phase, correct?

A That is correct.

Q Are you familiar with the Commission's limited
proceeding rule?

A I am not.

Q You would agree that it is at least possible
that not all of the 2026 solar projects will be in
service by the end of 2026, correct?

A Is it possible? Highly unlikely, but it's
possible, I guess.

Q And same question for the 2027 solar projects?

A Our '27 -- our 2027 solar projects, we -- as

of now, we anticipate they will be in service on time.

Q It's possible that they won't be, correct?

A I mean, 1it's conjecture. I guess anything is
possible.

Q Thank you.

Same question for the 2026 and 2027 battery
projects, it's at least possible that they will not be
in service by the end of the year that they are expected

to be in service?

A I can't imagine why, but I am sure it is
possible.
Q Supply chain issues could impact whether or
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not all of these projects come into service on time,

correct?
A It could, but we have effectively managed
through the supply chain issues. Our 26 projects are

all under construction as we speak, and our '27 long
lead items and critical materials have all been
contracted, and we don't anticipate any supply chain
issues with our '26 or '27 projects.

Q Even with the mitigation that you described,
it's at least possible that supply chain issues could

impact them, correct?

A I really struggle to see how they would impact
'26 or '27.

Q Would you agree it's possible, though?

A Again, I struggle to see how it would happen,
but T don't want to use any absolutes. I am sure

something is possible.

Q Trade tariffs could also impact whether or not
those projects come into service on time, correct?

A Again, we are not concerned about our '26 or
'27 build from a solar or a storage perspective.

Q Is it at least possible that trade tariffs
could impact whether or not those projects come into
service on time?

A I think the tariffs themselves only impact
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1 cost primarily. I don't think they would impact their
2 ability to come in on time. And we have already

3 contracted for all the critical materials for those

4 projects, and, in fact, are in trade policy in our

5 decisions.

6 Q So you agree, then, that trade tariffs could
7 impact the cost of those projects, though, correct?

8 A They could, but we have managed through that.
9 Q Even with that management, they could still
10 impact it beyond the management efforts that FPL has

11 already made, correct?

12 A There is some limited potential. It's very
13 minimal at this point.

14 Q Thank you.

15 And for all we know, there could be other

16 reasons that come up that could impact whether or not
17 these projects go into service on time?

18 A I am not aware of it, you know, we have put up
19 one —-- you know, I think you mentioned earlier how many
20 solar projects we have put in the ground, and our track
21 record of doing that on budget and on time. Our '26
22 projects are actively under construction right now. We
23 have all of our permits and our equipment ordered for
24 our 27 projects. So we feel really good about both the

25 cost and the schedule for all of our '26 and '27 solar
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and battery storage projects.

Q But FPL doesn't have a crystal ball, right? I
mean, we don't know what we don't know. Things could
still happen that could cause those projects to not come
in on --

MR. COX: Objection, asked and answered. I
think these questions have been asked over and over
maybe 10 times.

MS. WESSLING: He is not answering them yes or
no, so I am just trying to clarify and make sure I
understand.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: The guestions are similar,
I would ask the witness could you just maybe answer
the questions directly, the ones she's asking?

MR. COX: And, Chairman La Rosa, for the
record, I think he has answered affirmatively, you
know, there is some modicum of risk at least in
times.

BY MS. WESSLING:

Q Sitting here today, you cannot guarantee to
this commission that all of these projects will enter
service on time, correct?

MR. COX: Renew the objection.

THE WITNESS: All of our projects are —--

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Hold on one sec.
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THE WITNESS: Yes.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: I am going to allow this
question. This question is slightly different, but
it's in the same tone of asking the same guestion
with a very similar --

MS. WESSLING: Sure --

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: -- I am go to go allow this
question, but obviously I want to try to minimize
repeating question over question.

MS. WESSLING: Sure. If he answers i1t, that
will be my last we question about it.

CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Great. Repeat the
question, maybe.

BY MS. WESSLING:

Q Sitting here today, you cannot guarantee to
this commission that all of these projects will enter
service on time?

A So we cannot guarantee that all our projects
will come -- I will point that everything is on
schedule. We have a strong track record of delivering
on time and on budget. And that is our expectation,
that we will deliver that.

Q If the Commission sets rates in this case for
2026 and 2027, it will be collected regardless of

whether or not the projects go in service on time,
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1 correct?

3 witne

5 into

6 projects that they are not receiving a benefit for,

7 correct?

8 MR. COX: Objection, I think this is clearly
9 outside the scope of his testimony. He just

10 indicated it would be better for another witness
11 asking about rate recovery questions.

12 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Can you point to where in
13 the testimony?

14 MS. WESSLING: This is a rate case. I mean,
15 this is a very generic high level question.

16 CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Can you repeat the

17 question?

18 MS. WESSLING: Sure. If for any reason these
19 projects don't go into service on time, customers
20 will be paying for projects they are not receiving
21 a benefit from, correct?
22 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: 1If the witness can answer
23 the question, he may answer it whether he knows it
24 or not.
25 THE WITNESS: Yeah, again, that's a better

A I am not sure. You would have to ask another

ss that question.
Q If for any reason these projects do not go

service on time, customers will be paying for

Premier Reporting
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1 question for Witness Laney, who can answer rate

2 base questions and rates.

3 BY MS. WESSLING:

4 Q I would like to mark Exhibit 7768, please,

5 which is Case Center page F2-9107.

6 You are familiar with this Florida Trend

7 magazine article from January of 2025 that identifies
8 FPL as the seventh largest private landowner in the

9 state of Florida, correct?

10 A I believe this 1is the article you provided

11 earlier this year --

12 o) Yes.

13 A -- is that right? I am familiar with it.

14 Q Have you read this article?

15 A Not recently.

16 Q At some point you have read it?

17 A When you provided it earlier, I did.

18 Q Okay. And it does not surprise you that FPL

19 is the seventh largest private landowner in the state,
20 correct?

21 A Not after reading this article.

22 Q And take as much time as you need, but do you
23 agree that FPL is the only investor-owned utility on

24 this list?

25 A Yes.
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1 Q And you would agree that FPL is also the only
2 regulated monopoly on this list?

3 A FPL is the only regulated utility on the list.
4 Q And FPL is the only entity on this list that

5 is specifically authorized by a government agency to

6 charge customers a rate of return on plant held for

I future use, correct?
8 A That's correct.
9 Q If you could look at TO -- well, we will keep

10 this handy, I guess, but looking at -- well, actually,

11 let's just scroll down to number six on the list,

12 please. I don't know how to pronounce that, but

13 Weyerhaeuser? Is that -- do you know how to pronounce
14 that?

15 A Weyerhaeuser.

16 Q Okay.

17 A Good job.

18 Q All right. In looking at your Exhibit TO-7,

19 if we could go to Case Center page D12-595. And this is
20 your Exhibit TO-7, correct?

21 A Yes.

22 Q All right. If you could go to page five of

23 five, please?

24 All right. And looking in the first block on

25 this page, it looks like the fourth property down --
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1 well, first let me ask. This -- these properties are

2 properties that FPL acquired since December of 2024,

3 correct?

4 A That's correct.

5 Q And one of those properties on line four says
6 Weyerhaeuser additional property, do you see that?

7 A I do.

8 Q So since 2024, December of 2024, FPL has

9 purchased land from the sixth largest private landowner

10 in the state of Florida®?

11 A Yes.

12 MR. COX: Objection, relevancy.

13 THE WITNESS: Yes, we acquired some property.
14 CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Hold on. There is

15 obviously an objection.

16 MS. WESSLING: It's in his testimony. It's
17 relevant.

18 MR. COX: How 1is the fact that we purchased a
19 property relevant to what we are asking for in the
20 rate case?

21 MS. WESSLING: He's —-

22 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Yeah, I am going to say

23 overruled. Continue with the questioning.

24 MS. WESSLING: Thank you.

25 BY MS. WESSLING:
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1 Q And, Mr. Oliver, you reviewed OPC expert

2 Witness Schultz's testimony, correct?

3 A I did.

4 0 All right. In your rebuttal testimony, you

5 expressly rejected OPC Witness Schultz's recommendation
6 to exclude property owned by the utility for more than
7 10 years or property whose in-service date is greater

8 than 10 years from plant held for future use, correct?
9 A Yeah. That is inconsistent with longstanding
10 Commission policy about long-range planning for land for
11 future generation assets.

12 Q And you refer to an order from 1993, a

13 Commission order?

14 A I am not sure of the exact date. That sounds
15 right.
16 Q Okay. Electric utilities were not required to

17 file ten-year site plans with the Commission in 1993,

18 correct?

19 A I am not sure when that requirement was put in
20 place.
21 Q Okay. You responded to an OPC interrogatory

22 that asked FPL to provide more detailed information
23 about the property included on MFR B-15 for 2026 and
24 2027. Do you remember that?

25 A We provided a lot of information.
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Q And I will mark it, CEL Exhibit 568 and 569.
One is a PDF and one is the Excel version of the same
information.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Okay.

BY MS. WESSLING:

Q And if we could go to Case Center number
F2-1064? And if you could scroll down for me? And this
might be one to do that pan and zoom if we could. And
if you could scroll all the way up to the top for me?
Thank you. And maybe zoom in so that it's the full
width of the page. Thank you. I know it's small print,
so I am just trying to make sure everyone can read
everything.

The interrogatory asked for, among other
things, the date acquired and the planned in-service
date for all of the properties in FPL's plant held for
future use, correct?

A Yes.

Q All right. And looking at this list, the two
columns to the right have that information, has the date
acquired and the in-service date for all of FPL's plant
held for future use property, correct?

A Yes, those are the column labels.

Q Okay. And I am only going to ask you

questions about the renewable plant held for future use
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1 because I know that's the subject of your testimony. So
2 if we could scroll down to where it says renewable

3 future use on the left-hand side. Keep strolling, it

4 will be on another page, I think.

5 All right. So just looking at the first line

6 to orient ourselves. So for the Big Brook Solar Energy

7 Center, that was acquired on February 21st, and it's

8 planned to go in service January of 2026, is that right?
9 A Yes.

10 Q Okay. And at the time that you provided this

11 portion of this response, this is what the best

12 information that you had to go on at the time, correct?

13 A When we provided this?

14 Q Yes.

15 A Yes.

16 Q All right. And subject to check, this

17 response was provided on April 10th?

18 A Subject to check, sure.

19 Q Okay. And are you familiar with Mr. Schultz's
20 Exhibits HWS-3, 4 and 5?

21 A I may need refreshing. I remember reviewing
22 it all. I don't know which exhibits --

23 Q No, I wouldn't expect you to memorize them or
24 anything.

25 If we could look at HWS-3 please, which is
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Case Center page C23-35047

Do you remember seeing this exhibit, or
reviewing this earlier?

A Yes.

Q And if you scroll to the bottom, do you see
where it says source company response to OPC 8-2307?

A I do see that.

Q All right. And you would agree with me that
at the time FPL provided the response to this
interrogatory that's referenced there, that several of
the renewable properties either had the word various or
TBD listed in the in-service dates for the properties?

A Yes. In our original filing, in TO-6 where we
listed all of our properties, we provided in-service
dates for the projects in '26 and '27 lining up with
what the rate case —-- the two years of the rate case
were.

Subsequently in discovery, we provided our
planned in-service dates for our '28 and '29 projects,
and then our entire portfolio. And that's evidenced in
my rebuttal testimony, Exhibit TO-7, where we put the
planned in-service dates for all of our assets.

Q And we could go to Case Center page C 23-35057
This is OPC expert Witness Schultz's Exhibit HWS-47?

And you have reviewed this exhibit before
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previously -- or previously, Mr. Oliver, correct?
A Yes. Yes, I remember this.
Q And this exhibit is titled Summary of Plant

Held for Future Use-Long Held, do you see that?

A Yes. I do see that.
Q And if we could scroll down to the bottom
three lines. The three lines listed here are renewable

plant held for future use properties, correct?

A That's how they are labeled, but I will note
the last property is our Hendry Clean Energy Center, and
this is a property that's planned for natural gas
generation development. It actually has a permit for a
natural gas plant that's located along our 500 kV

transmission line in Hendry County.

Q Was it listed as a renewable future use
property on -- in response to OPC Exhibit 2307?
A I can't remember in our response, but I know

certainly in our filed testimony, we labeled that one

future gen, no the solar. So that should have been
apparent. So I apologize if there is any confusion
there.

Q All right. And on this exhibit that we are

looking at, HWS-4, the Hendry Solar Energy Center and
the Hendry Clean Energy Center, correct?

A That is correct. Hendry Solar Energy Center
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1 is one of our 27 projects planned to go in service.

2 Q You are saying that the Hendry Clean Energy
3 Center is the one that's permitted for future natural
4 gas?

5 A That's right. That's the facility with a

6 landuse permit for a fossil plant.

7 Q All right. So according to this chart,

8 looking at line 38, the Hendry Solar Energy Center was
9 acquired in June of 2011, and is expected to go into
10 service in January of 2027, correct?

11 A That's correct. I will note those two

12 properties were all part of one big parcel. We have
13 since built -- I believe, Hendry Solar will be our fifth
14 solar property on that site.

15 Q And if everything goes according to plan and
lo this goes into service in January of 2027, customers
17 will have been paying property taxes, insurance and a
18 rate of return on this land for over 15 years, correct?
19 A That 1s correct.

20 Q And looking at line 39, the Martin Solar

21 Energy Center. This land was acquired in December of
22 2009, and is expected to go into service in October of
23 2030, correct?

24 A Right. I will note that this -- this land

25 previously held our -- another solar project, the solar
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1 thermal project that we have since decommissioned. And
2 so right now the land went back into land held for

3 future use and we will deploy it again for a future

4 solar project. So this one has not been sitting idle.
5 Q And Hendry Clean Energy Center on line 407?
6 A Again, this is the land with the permit for

7 the natural gas plant.

8 Q Right. It was acquired in June of 2011, and

9 is expected to go into service in June of '32?

10 A That's correct.

11 Q And so if it does go into service, then it

12 will have been in plant for future use for 21 years?

13 A Yeah. And I will note that we have been

14 subdividing that property and putting some of that land
15 into service along the way in the form of solar energy

16 centers.

17 Q At least some of that land --

18 A Some of that land --

19 Q -- has been held for 21 years?

20 A -- 1s where we are going to put our fossil

21 plant, that's correct, 2032.

22 Q Thank you.
23 And do you see the bottom line on this exhibit
24 that says -- that has an average of the number of years

25 that all of FPL's plant held for out use of the long
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held properties, do you see that average year there?

A I do.
Q It averages 21.85 years?
A Yeah, I don't know if that's a weighted

average or a straight average, but the number says
21.85.

Q Do you think it's fair that for an average of
21.85 years, FPL has charged customers for property
taxes, insurance and a rate of return on these 40
properties that have not -- most have not generated one
electron of benefit for customers-?

A I will -- yes, this is -- this is consistent
with prudent utility practices to acquire land for
future utility uses. I know Witness Jarro spoke to the
transmission and distribution land for future use, which
makes up 37 of these 40 items, earlier this week. But
we have consistently followed Commission guidance and
standard regulatory practice and prudent -- to prudently
acquire ahead of time the land we need for future
generation, as well as transmission and distribution
uses.

Q Just one moment.

Thank you, Mr. Oliver. That's all my
questions.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Great. Thank you.
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FEL?
EXAMINATION
BY MS. McMANAMON:
Q Good morning, Mr. Oliver.
A Good morning.
Q First, I would just like to go to master

number F23167, which is Exhibit 694. And can you
confirm that these are the in-service dates for the 2025
battery projects?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And for the 2026 solar and battery
projects, how -- I believe you said that you are already
in construction for those, correct?

A That's correct.

Q And for the 2027 solar and battery projects,
what is the status of construction on those?

A We have not started construction yet. We have
procured the materials, the long lead items for that,
secured those under contract, but we have not started
the on-site physical work yet.

Q And what about for the 2028 and 2029, is

that -- those have not also started construction yet?
A Yes, those have not started construction yet.
Q Would you plan to start construction prior to

the SoBRA approval?
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1 A So typically for our solar and battery
2 projects, those will have -- it depends on their
3 in-service date and when we file, right. So we will

4 have started our off-site construction work for all of
5 those projects, you know, based on the resource need or
) the cost-effectiveness test, whichever one we determine
7 supports future solar or battery storage projects. Once
8 we have completed that analysis and feel good about our
9 SoBRA filing, then we will start construction.

10 Q Okay. Thank you.

11 And I know we already talked a descent bit

12 about some of the property held for future use, and

13 about some of the due diligence that you do prior to

14 purchasing a property. Can we go to master number

15 F10767

16 So this would kind of summarize some of those
17 things you are looking at, correct, before purchasing
18 property?

19 A Yes. This refers to the analysis we do when

20 we enter into the landowner negotiation stage.

21 Q Can we look in our big binder at FEL 356N?
22 A FEL -- do you know which one it's in?
23 Q It should be one that has tabs on it. It

24 might be --

25 A I see 344C.
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Q 356.
A Maybe it's in this book. ©No, this one doesn't

tabs. I get to —--

Q I am sorry. It's CEL 356, not FEL.

A All right.

Q Thank you. 356N.

A Okay. All right. I found it.

Q I found it too. And Bates number 032197 is

A Could you repeat that again, please?
Q 032197.

MR. COX: I am sorry, Ms. McManamon, I
couldn't quite hear the exhibit number you were
referring to.

MS. McMANAMON: The exhibit number is CEL
356N.

MR. COX: N. Thank you.

MS. McMANAMON: At the bottom of each
PowerPoint square, the Bates number, there is two
on each page. This 1is the one on the bottom. Let
me know 1f you need me to repeat the Bates number
again.

MR. COX: Ms. McManamon, could you please
repeat that Bates again?

MS. McMANAMON: Yes, 032197.

Premier Reporting
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1 MR. COX: Thank you.

2 MS. HELTON: Are these Bates numbers in

3 numerical order in the exhibit? Because I am not

4 seeing 197 in our package.

5 MS. McMANAMON: It is in numerical order, but
6 there is two slides per page, so this is the one on
7 top, yes. And let me know once you are there,

8 everyone.

9 BY MS. McMANAMON:

10 Q So without revealing anything confidential on
11 this page, generally, this is referring to a property
12 held for future use, correct?

13 A That's correct.

14 Q And this is kind of describing the process of
15 evaluating whether or not to move forward with the

16 property, correct?

17 A That's right. It lists some potential risks

18 and the mitigants.

19 Q So looking at the bottom left corner box,
20 would -- that would be confidential, correct, to read
21 that?

22 A Can you repeat that, please?

23 Q The bottom left corner box, would that be

24 confidential®?

25 A No, I think that's --
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1 Q Okay. For that property, this says that solar
2 development efforts are rendered untenable. This is a

3 risk, solar development efforts are rendered untenable

4 due to environmental issue, transmission cost or other

5 combination of factors, correct?

6 A Yes. That's a standard risk that we apply to
7 all properties that we are screening, that if there is

8 environmental transmission or other issues, you know, we
9 would not build on that land.

10 Q Okay. So is that a risk not specific to this
11 property?

12 A Fach property has their own environmental,

13 transmission, other concerns. So I was Jjust stating

14 that it's not confidential, right, that we do that

15 screening process for every piece of property we

16 acquire.

17 Q Okay. So despite that risk, FPL still chose
18 to move forward with this property?

19 A Yeah, we felt like they were manageable risks.
20 Q Okay. And now -- we will need this again,
21 okay, pretty soon actually, but kind of moving on to a
22 different topic.
23 Without revealing any confidential
24 information, can you say if FPL has any agreements to

25 sell any of its property held for future use to data
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centers or groups representing data centers?

A So as I mentioned in our deposition in July,
we have signed an agreement, an option agreement to sell
a portion of one of our sites to a prospective data
center company.

Q Thank you.

And next, if we could turn to FEL 447 in this

binder-?

A FEL?

o) FEL.

A 447C"?

Q Yes.

A Okay.

Q And again, not revealing anything
confidential, but would that -- would this be that
agreement?

A Yes. So we had -- we had published our large

load tariff, and we had identified zones for that
tariff, and we were approached by multiple parties. And
after running a process, we selected a potential
counter-party that was in the best commercial interest
of our customers.

Q And if we could turn to page three of this,
which is Bates No. 058636. And I am looking kind of in

the middle, the number at the heading is 4.3.2. I am
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just wondering if there is anything you can say about
this provision that would not reveal confidential
information?

A No, I don't believe this would be
confidential. Actually, this is one of the safeguards
that we put into this agreement, is if this entity does
not go forward with developing the site and signing our
large load tariff, we do not close on the property, and
we keep it in held for future use for future solar
development.

Q Thank you.

And next if we could turn to FEL-344C. This
is a bigger chunk. So there is four slides per page
here, so I know it's a little hard to see the Bates

number at the bottom, but I am looking at Bates No.

040886.
A Okay. Hold on.
Q Oh, all right. Your binder is bigger. 1It's

all blown up for you.

A Mine 1is?
Q It's in the other binder. Sorry.
A Okay. Oh, okay. I see it.

Q Okay. So Bates No. 040886. I think that's
just the first page.

A 040886, first page.
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Q Okay. So the page I am going to is 041525.

A 0415257

Q Yes.

A Okay. I am there.

Q And are the words at the top confidential, in

red right at the top of that slide?

A No. I am comfortable with that. Would you
like me to summarize that?

Q Sure. Yeah. Just whatever you can say about
this.

A You know, once we filed out rate case and our
large load tariff and our LLCS-1, identified the zones
within our system where we had interconnection
capability, we started to receive a lot of interest on
people wanting to acquire land, and so that's basically
what the heading says.

Q You would agree, though, that that is not the
intended use for properties in the property held for
future use portfolio when you purchased that land?

A You know, we have a fiduciary duty to —-- we
buy the land for the intended use, but if there is a way
to optimize some remaining or some parts of that land,
which is what we are doing in this case. We have -- we
license property. So we acquire the land and we license

it before we go into construction. And afterwards,
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1 after the property is built, if there is a portion of
2 land that we can lease out for other purposes, we will
3 do that as well.

4 Q Thank you. One moment.

5 Okay. Moving on to another topic. I don't

6 believe we are going to need this binder again.

I MS. HELTON: Before we move on, Mr. Chairman,

8 so she's identified Exhibit 447 FEL in the red

9 binder. That is Exhibit 1503 on the CEL. The

10 other one she identified had already been admitted

11 into the record. I am Jjust trying to keep track of
12 all the CEL numbers so we can get that right at the
13 end.

14 CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Okay. Great.

15 MS. McMANAMON: Thank you.

16 BY MS. McMANAMON:

17 Q Okay. Moving on.

18 FPL is proposing investing in biogas upgrading
19 technology to convert into landfill gas pipeline

20 quality, correct, that's in -- you discuss in your

21 testimony?

22 A That's correct. We have a project planned in
23 Escambia County.

24 Q And if we could go to master number E58861,

25 which is the demonstrative wversion. And this is the
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1 CPVRR analysis for this biogas upgrading plant, correct?
2 A I am looking at a natural gas forecast on my

3 screen.

4 Q Do you see the title of the document, Perdido
5 CPVRR Analysis?

6 A I don't. Oh, at the top? Yes.

7 Q Okay. And this shows that there will be a

8 CPVRR of 41 million for this project, correct?

9 A Can you point me to that, please?

10 Q I think we might need to go to input. Try the
11 revenue requirement tab next to it. I also --

12 A I see 1it.

13 Q Okay. It's the assumptions tab. Sorry. At

14 the very top, 41. At the top, 41 million. Do you see

15 that?
16 A I do.
17 Q Okay. And then if we will go to the rev

18 requirement tab, where this shows the RIN credits. I

19 think it's right -- it's row 13, I think.

20 A Number 13, row 307

21 Q Yeah. Yeah.

22 A I got you.

23 Q And then you scroll to the left, column L.
24 A Yes.

25 Q This shows that the RIN credits provide
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122 million in the CPVRR analysis®?

A Yes. Correct.

Q So if this -- to avoid switching back and
forth to more tabs. In the RIN forecast tab, which
shows that the RIN credit is dropping before increasing,
is that familiar to you or should we pull it?

A Can you repeat that? Sorry. I didn't --

Q The RIN forecast tab shows the RIN credits

dropping before increasing again in the forecast.

A I can Jjust look real quick. Yes, I -- you are
referring.
Q So if this forecast were to change and the

value of the RIN credits do not go back up, that could
impact the CPVRR analysis, correct?

A The RIN for -- the a the RINs will impact the
CPVRR forecast.

Q Could it make the project CPVRR negative
potentially®?

A I think that, like Ms. Wessling's question
earlier, anything is possible. Our forecasts indicate
that that is not likely. This is a market that's been
around for over 20 years, and the forecast indicates
that it will not, and we are comfortable with that.

Just to remind everybody, this project is

taking landfill gas that 1s currently being -- you know,
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1 it's a lower quality and dirtier fuel being burned in a
2 few inefficient machines at the landfill in Escambia

3 County. And what we proposing is to install fuel

4 processing equipment that cleans that up to pipeline

5 gquality so that we can inject into the natural gas

6 pipeline that feeds our more efficient power plants.

7 You know, we still rely on natural gas for a

8 big majority of our power generation, and the ability to
9 add to those gas -- add to gas supplies that power these
10 facilities in a much more efficient manner is really at
11 the crux of this project.

12 Q And if we could next go to master number

13 E582857?

14 A Which one was this again?

15 Q On the screen?

16 A Oh, it's coming up on the screen.

17 Q Yes.

18 A Okay.

19 Q And just do you recognize this PowerPoint

20 presentation?

21 A I do.

22 Q Okay. And then going to scrolling down a
23 couple pages to E58291?

24 A I am there.

25 Q Based on this, is it fair to say that one of
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1 the reasons for this project is for FPL to meet its real
2 zero goals?

3 A I will say that nothing in the financial

4 analysis is based on real zero. Again, this is a way to
5 increase the fuel supplies for our natural gas fleet,

6 and it's a more efficient use of the landfill gas that

7 we have an obligation to take from Escambia County.

8 Q But putting aside the financial analysis, just
9 based on this reasoning, is that a potential

10 consideration?

11 A I will say, yeah, at a high level, renewable
12 natural gas 1s consistent with a low carbon future.

13 Q So that would be one of the reasons why FPL is
14 supporting this project?

15 A I mean, it's a qualitative factor. If this

16 was not in the best interest of our customers, we would
17 not move forward with it. One of the tenets in all of
18 our investments, no matter what impact they have on the

19 environment, 1s they have to be in the best interest and

20 save money and provide value for our customers.

21 Q Is that a yes?

22 A Yes.

23 Q Thank you.

24 Okay. I think moving on -- moving on from

25 that as well to discuss the solar power facilities
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program. You discuss in your testimony that this
program allows commercial and industrial customers to
have FPL install and maintain solar on their site for a
monthly charge, correct?

A That is correct.

Q And this monthly charge is intended to recover
project costs from that customer?

A Yes. This monthly charge covers the capital
as well as the ongoing maintenance cost of these
facilities.

Q But there is no true-up mechanism to ensure
CPVRR neutrality, correct, for this program?

A Right. The -- for each project we put
together, we put forth a 0&M forecast on what the
expenses are. That i1s a very small cost compared to the
capital that's invested in these facilities.

And as of now, we don't have a planned true-up
mechanism. If there are any —-- 1f we see some potential
overruns, we could price that into subsequent deals, but
as we have laid out the program to date, we feel like it
will not have any impact on the general body.

Q And the program is designed for a ten-year
period, correct, to recover costs?

A That's right. We collect costs over a

ten-year period.
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1 Q Could there be an impact to the general body

2 of customers in the early years of the program?

3 A I can't -- it's designed to recover the costs

4 fully over the life of the asset. And at the end of 10

5 years, we transfer that asset owner over to the

6 customer.

7 Q So there can be an impact in the early years,

8 is that a yes?

9 A I would have to look at the financials. I am
10 really not sure. These are long-lived assets. I would
11 have to look at the financials again on that.

12 Q And if we could go to master number E924297
13 And I am looking at the response to part C. Do you see
14 where you say that this program has robust customer

15 interest?

16 A I do.

17 Q In your initial testimony, you stated that

18 there is only one customer enrolled in this program,

19 correct?

20 A That's right.
21 Q And are -- how many are there now?
22 A So right now, we have had four contracts with

23 three different customers.
24 Q When FPL decided to propose making this pilot

25 program permanent, there was only one customer?
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1 A In February, we only had one signed. That's

2 correct.

3 Q Thank you.

4 In your rebuttal testimony, you address

5 proposals for a make-ready program, stating that there

6 is a risk for utilities if the EV charging station is

7 not successful, and that it might require expensive grid
8 upgrades and could be subsidized by the general body of

9 customers, correct?

10 A Can you --

11 0 Yes.

12 A -—- I am trying to get there.

13 Q Master number D12586. If you could scroll

14 down a little. I think it goes on to the next page.

15 A All right. Yes.

16 Q Are there any other reasons besides what's in
17 your rebuttal testimony why you are opposed to the

18 make-ready programs?

19 A So we are on the record for a while since

20 2020, saying that the economic incentive that we support
21 with regards to EV charging and third parties 1is our

22 demand limiter programs. And those are the programs

23 that provide an incentive to customers who invest. It
24 reduces their demand charges until they hit a certain

25 threshold of utilization.
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What's key about that is you are not giving up
cash up front to pay for distribution charges. What you
are doing is giving them a discount as they are
generating revenues for the general body, right. So the
discount only applies to an entity that has a going
concern and actually selling electrons and providing
revenues that more than cover the discounts that we
provide.

So our recommendation and our position on this
is that we prefer our demand limiter programs. It
reduces any risk of subsidies compared to our make-ready
program.

Q And moving on to discuss the utility-owned
public charging, the UEV rate, you are proposing a rate
of 35 cents per kilowatt hour, correct?

A That's right. We are at 30 cents now, and
that's after scanning the market, we have recommended
increasing that to 35 cents. I will note that we also
have to pay taxes on all those sales, so the price at
the pump, 1f you will, is more like 43 cents under that
proposal.

Q So FPL believes this rate to be market-based
and competitive with the private market?

A Yeah. We did a market study earlier, at the

beginning of the year when we filed our annual EV
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1 report, and the range that we found was anywhere from, I
2 want to say, 20 cents to 60 cents, with a normalized

3 range being around 25 to 50 cents. So we felt at 35, an
4 effective rate of 43, that that was, you know, a nice

5 midpoint within the market range for us to price our

6 charging at.

7 Q And this is included in base rate increases,

8 correct?

9 A Which is?

10 o] The UEV rate.

11 A The capital for the charging stations is
12 included in base rates. Is that question?

13 Q Yes. Thank you.

14 A Yes.

15 Q So all FPL customers do not necessarily

lo utilize these public charging stations, correct?

17 A Only FPL customers, and actually you don't

18 have to be an FPL residential customer to use this if

19 you travel through our system. You know, visitors and
20 out-of-town folks can utilize these charging stations as
21 well.

22 Q And you also discuss in your testimony the

23 GSD-1EV and GSLD-1lEV tariffs, correct?

24 A Yes. Those are the demand limiter tariffs I

25 mentioned earlier as our preferred incentive for
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1 third-party charging operators.
2 0 And the GSLD-1EV is capped at 2,000 kilowatts,

3 correct?

4 A That's correct.

5 Q Can you explain a little more what that means?
6 A That means we only provide the demand limiter
7 incentive for installations that do not exceed 2,000

8 kilowatts.

9 Q So over that amount, they would not be able to
10 receive rates under this program, correct, for the

11 transition?

12 A That's the current threshold. That's right.
13 Q And in your direct testimony, you also discuss
14 the $5 million annual request to invest in technology

15 and software, and $1 million annual request for

16 continued education?

17 A That is correct.

18 Q That's related to EV programs, EV education,
19 correct?
20 A That's right.
21 Q And do you have a specified allocation for how
22 this money will be spent in each year?
23 A So the education funds are generally, a lot of
24 that is invested in our school systems and in STEM

25 programs in supporting an electrathon initiative where
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students get together and they get kits and they build
and race electric vehicles.

We also provide a lot of outreach supporting,
you know, ride and drive events, where folks can get an
experience, hands-on experience with EVs.

Also a lot of our customers, you know,
everyone 1s really familiar with dollars per gallon,
right. People aren't as familiar with dollars per kWh.
So we provide some education activities for our
customers to help them understand what they are getting
into when they purchase an electric vehicle.

With regards to the technology, here, we are
looking at other potential uses for electric vehicle
charging. We have plans to invest in vehicle-to-grid
opportunities to see if there is a way to unlock the
value of that generation, and perhaps charge the grid
with these vehicles when they are idle. We have over
180 school buses on our system that are electric, and
that can provide almost 40 megawatts of power. So when
they are idle in the summertime, that could be a
generation resource that we could tap into and benefit
for our customers.

We have some investments in a distributed
energy resource management system to actually see these

distributed resources and control and operate them.
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1 And then we are also looking as mobile

2 charging solutions, right. This was very valuable last
3 year during the hurricane season when folks were

4 evacuating, that we were able to deploy mobile charging
5 stations throughout the state. We saw, you know, a lot
6 of increased use in our charging by strategically

7 placing them for folks coming from Tampa to Miami, as

8 well as going through Lake City and exiting the state.
9 Having incremental mobile charging solutions really

10 helped serve our customers and other citizens of the

11 state of Florida during the evacuation season.

12 Q These funds will be recovered through base

13 rates, correct?

14 A The —-- yes.

15 Q The requested technology.

16 A That's correct.

17 Q Okay. That's all my questions, thank you.
18 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Thank you.

19 FIPUG"?

20 MS. PUTNAL: No guestions.

21 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Walmart?

22 MS. EATON: ©No questions. Thank you.
23 CHATIRMAN LA ROSA: FEIA?

24 MR. MAY: ©No questions.

25 CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Staff?
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MR. STILLER: Just one question.
CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Sure.
EXAMINATION
BY MR. STILLER:

Q Mr. Oliver, the gas -- the fossil facility in
Hendry for which permits are in hand, do you know what
type of gas facility that is? 1Is it a peaker?

A We are evaluating that, whether it's better to
do a combined cycle or a peaker. Our permits would
accommodate both.

Q Thank you. That's all my questions.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Thank you.

Commissioners, any questions? All right,
good.

Seeing none, FPL for redirect.

MR. COX: I am sorry, no redirect.

CHATRMAN LA ROSA: All right. Excellent.
Let's take up exhibits.

MS. WESSLING: Thank you. OPC would move into
evidence Exhibits 807, 818, 768, 568, 569, and
that's it.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Any objections?

MR. COX: Chairman La Rosa, FPL would like to
enter an objection regarding Exhibits 807, 818 and

768. 768 was the Florida Trend news article about
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landowners in the state. I think Mr. Oliver
indicated he didn't know anything about to be able
to verify any of the information there himself. So
we are okay with allowing it in for context of the
cross—examination question. In terms of the truth
of the matter asserted, competent, substantial
evidence, we object on that basis.

The same goes for the two news articles about
the Kayak site. Those were Exhibits 807 and 818.

I think Mr. Oliver indicated that he disagreed with
some of the information in those. Clearly, those
are hearsay statements in there, and no one has
provided any testimony on those issues in this
case. So we would object to those for being
competent, substantial evidence, but in terms of
context for the cross—-examination, we are okay with
it for that purpose.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: opC?

MS. WESSLING: Well, first of all, the
Commission has already officially recognized the
Exhibit 768 as official recognition Exhibit N, and
Mr. Olson, I asked him: It does not surprise you
that FPL is the seventh largest land owner in the
state? And he said: No.

This, therefore, corroborates and is
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supporting evidence that -- I think 120 says,
evidence that supplements or explains other
evidence is admissible even if it's considered
hearsay. So that -- again, that actually --
argument applies to the other exhibits that FPL has
lodged an objection to.

We believe that both -- well, 768, 807 and 818
all supplement and explain other evidence in the
case. Mr. Oliver is clearly the right witness for
discussions about solar land development and the
steps that FPL takes to assess land, and whether or
not it's of the right quality to be developed for
solar development, so I think all of these exhibits
supplement and explain other evidence that is in
this case.

CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Staff?

MS. HELTON: I would just want to acknowledge
that Exhibit 768 has already been officially
recognized by you by order.

807 and 818, my perspective is a little bit
different. I think if Mr. -- if FPL had had an
issue with those exhibits when the witness was on
the stand and Ms. Wessling was asking questions
about it, that would have been the much better

approach so that we could have dealt with any
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objections then. I think that now, it's too late,
and my recommendation would be to allow those two

exhibits in and give them the weight that they are

due.

CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Thank vyou. And T don't
disagree. I think we heard the testimony regarding
it. I think the Commissioners can give it the

weight that it is due.

MR. BURNETT: Mr. Chairman, if I can just
clarify. I have no problems with what Ms. Wessling
did, saying this is a statement in this newspaper
article, do you agree with it? Is it true? No
objection to that. That's why we didn't make any.

The article in themselves, though, make --
they go on to assert violations of law,
regulations, opinions from lay people about
engineering design. That's what we are objecting
to, 1s the balance of those.

Again, in the context of the
cross—examination, I think Mr. Cox had it just
correct, we had no problems with those questions
that were asked. It's just the rest of the stuff
in the articles, without any basis, where no
questions were asked.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: I understand.
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1 MS. WESSLING: It doesn't make sense that -- I
2 mean, i1f I had had him read all of that into the

3 record, we would have had an objection that said it
4 says what it says. I mean, I asked the questions
5 that were relevant, but that doesn't mean that

6 there aren't other aspects of those exhibits that
7 are perfectly reasonable to be entered and

8 discussed in briefing.

9 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: I will allow them to be

10 entered and we will just -- we will give —-- the

11 Commission will Jjust give it to the weight that

12 it's due.

13 No objections to the other two?

14 MR. COX: No objection to the other exhibits.
15 CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Okay.

16 (Whereupon, Exhibit Nos. 568, 569, 768, 807 &
17 818 were received 1nto evidence.)

18 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: FEL?

19 MS. McMANAMON: We have CEL Exhibits 694, 893
20 and 1503.
21 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: No objections?
22 MR. COX: Those were the exhibits that you
23 cross-examined on, 1s that correct?
24 MS. McMANAMON: Yes.
25 MR. COX: Yes, no objections.
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1 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Okay. So moved.
2 (Whereupon, Exhibit Nos. 694, 893 & 1503 were

3 recelved into evidence.)

4 CHATRMAN LA ROSA: FPL?

5 MR. COX: Oh, I am sorry. Give me a second.

6 Sorry. I apologize.

7 Yes, FPL would move Mr. Oliver's exhibits,

8 which were marked as Exhibits 72 through 77, as

9 well as exhibits on rebuttal, 295 and 29¢.

10 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: No objections? Seeilng

11 none.

12 (Whereupon, Exhibit Nos. 72-77, 295 & 296 were

13 receilved into evidence.)

14 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Staff, anything that needs
15 to be entered?

16 MR. STILLER: Nothing from staff.

17 CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Okay. Excellent.

18 Mr. Oliver, thank you. You are excused.

19 THE WITNESS: Thank you.

20 (Witness excused.)

21 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Let's go ahead and take a

22 quick 10-minute break, give our court reporter and
23 the rest of us a break. We will come back at five
24 minutes til 11:00, and we will call the next

25 witness at that time.
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1 Thank you.

2 (Brief recess.)

3 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: All right. Let's go ahead
4 and grab our seats. Let's go ahead and grab our

5 seats and we can call the next witness.

6 MR. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT: Thank you. Florida

7 Power & Light calls Jessica Buttress.

8 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Ms. Buttress, do you mind

9 standing and rising your right hand to be sworn in?

10 Whereupon,

11 JESSICA BUTTRESS

12 was called as a witness, having been first duly sworn to
13 speak the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

14 truth, was examined and testified as follows:

15 THE WITNESS: I do.

16 CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Excellent. Great. Thank
17 you.

18 MR. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT: Thank you, Chairman.
19 EXAMINATION

20 BY MR. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT:

21 Q Can you please state your name?

22 A Jessica Buttress.

23 Q And what is your business address®?

24 A Florida Power & Light Company, 700 Universe

25 Boulevard, Juno Beach, Florida, 33408.
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Q And by whom are you employed and in what
capacity?
A I am employed by Florida Power & Light Company

as Senior Director of Executive Services and
Compensation.
Q On February 28th, 2025, did you file 26 pages

of direct testimony?

A Yes.

Q Do you have any corrections to your direct
testimony?

A Yes. On April 29th, 2025, I filed an errata

to make the following corrections to my direct
testimony: Page eight, line 14, the phrase
"approximately 250" should be replaced with "278". And
on page eight, line 15, "2.6 percent" should be replaced
with "three percent".

Q Okay. And with those corrections, if I asked
you the questions contained in your direct testimony,
would your answers be the same?

A Yes.

MR. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT: Chairman, I would ask
that Ms. Buttress's direct testimony be inserted
into the record as though read.

CHATRMAN LA ROSA: So moved.

(Whereupon, prefiled direct testimony of
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BY MR. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT:

Q Ms. Buttress, do you have Exhibits JB-1
through JB-6 that were attached to your direct
testimony?

A Yes.

MR. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT: Chairman, I would

note that these are CEL Exhibit Nos. 78 through 83.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Okay.
BY MR. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT:
Q Were these exhibits prepared by you or under

your direct supervision?

A Yes.
Q Do you have any corrections to these exhibits?
A No.

Q On July 9, 2025, did you file 38 pages of

rebuttal testimony in this proceeding?

A Yes.

Q Do you have any corrections to your rebuttal
testimony?

A No.

Q If T asked you to questions contained in your

rebuttal testimony, would your answers be the same?
A Yes.
MR. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT: Chairman, I would ask

Ms. Buttress's rebuttal testimony be inserted into
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1 the record as though read.
2 CHATIRMAN LA ROSA: So moved.
3 (Whereupon, prefiled rebuttal testimony of

4 Jessica Buttress was inserted.)

10
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BY MR. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT:

Q Ms. Buttress, do you have Exhibits JB-7
through JB-10 that were attached to your rebuttal
testimony?

A Yes.

MR. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT: Chairman, I would
note that these are CEL Exhibit No. 297 through

300.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: All right.
BY MR. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT:
Q Were these exhibits prepared by you or under

your direct supervision?

A Yes.

Q Do you have any corrections to these exhibits?
A No.

Q Ms. Buttress, would you please summarize the

topics you address in your direct and rebuttal
testimonies?
A Yes.

My direct and rebuttal testimonies address
FPL's payroll and benefits expenses for the 2026 and
2027 projected test years, as well as respond to
adjustments proposed by certain intervenors.

I am here to answer any guestions that you may

have.
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1 Q Thank you.

2 MR. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT: We tender the witness
3 for cross.

4 CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Thank vyou.

5 OPC, you are recognized for guestioning.

6 MR. WATROUS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

7 EXAMINATION

8 BY MR. WATROUS:

9 Q And good morning, Ms. Buttress.
10 A Good morning.
11 Q So you are responsible for the design and

12 administration of compensation and benefits programs, is
13 that correct?

14 A Yes. That's correct.

15 Q And you are not testifying as an expert in

16 power plant operations, system reliability or customer
17 affordability, are you?

18 A That's correct. I am not.

19 Q And your testimony is limited to payroll,

20 benefits and total compensation matters?

21 A Yes. That's correct.

22 Q And you had testified that FPL places more

23 focus on performance-based variable compensation than on
24 fixed cost compensation?

25 A Yes. That's correct.
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Q And variable pay refers to incentive
compensation?

A Yes. That's correct.

Q And that incentive compensation is tied to

corporate, business unit and individual goals®?
A Yes. That is correct.
Q And one of those corporate goals is meeting

the budget goals?

A Can you show me in the goals where you are
looking?
Q So that would be page seven of your direct,

and that would be master page number C4-1390, and that
would be on-line eight.

A Yes. That's correct.

Q So employees can earn incentive pay when FPL
meets its financial goals, not just reliability, safety
or quality of service; is that correct?

A Individuals receive incentive when corporate,
business unit and individual goals are met. All of
FPL's goals at the corporate level, at the business unit
level and at the employee level are customer focused, so
any financial or budget goals that are included, they
are included to benefit the customers.

Q So yes or no, employees can earn incentive pay

when FPL meets its financial goals?
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1 MR. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT: Chairman, I am going
2 to direct -- I am going to object. That's not what
3 they are testimony says. It says budget goals, not
4 financial goals. I think there is a distinction

5 there.

6 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Can you clarify the

7 question?

8 MR. WATROUS: Okay. Yeah.

9 BY MR. WATROUS:

10 Q So yes or no, employees can earn incentive pay
11 when FPL meets its budget goals®?

12 A Yes. As I just said, budget goals are

13 included that would go into what incentive is available
14 to employees, but I will point out again that the budget
15 goals are related to benefiting our customers.

16 Q And corporate officers can earn incentive pay
17 when FPL meets the budget goals as well?

18 A Our officers incentive pay 1is completely

19 disallowed and not recovered in our rates.
20 Q And does reducing expected expenses help meet
21 FPL's budget goals-?
22 A I don't think I am the best witness to answer
23 that question.
24 Q Okay. And who would be the witness to answer

25 that?
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1 A Can you repeat your question?

2 Q Does reducing expected expenses help meet

3 FPL's budget goals-?

4 A I would direct you to Witness Bores on that.
5 Q Does reducing headcount reduce payroll

6 expense?

7 A Yes. By the math, if you reduce headcount,

8 payroll would go down. But I would point out that if we
9 have a reduction in headcount, planned work that has to
10 get done still has to get done, so we would have to

11 accomplish that in other ways with an employee -- other
12 employees, charging overtime, or potentially hiring

13 contract work to get that work done.

14 0 And can we please turn to master page number
15 E773?

16 Ms. Buttress, can you see this on your screen?
17 A Yes, I can see it.

18 Q Okay. And you sponsored this interrogatory,

19 correct?

20 A Yes. I sponsor this one.

21 Q And can you scroll down just a little bit,
22 please, to the -- yes, thank you.

23 Can you see the average planned number of

24 employees and the average actual number of employees?

25 A Yes, I can see that.
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1 Q And in 2021, the planned number of employees
2 was 9,835°?
3 A In 2021, the average planned number of

4 employees was 9,835.

5 Q But the actual average headcount was 9,390?
6 A Yes. That's correct.
7 Q You can take this subject to check, but that's

8 a 445-person difference?

9 A Subject to check, yes.

10 o] And you can see in 2022, between the average
11 number of employees and the actual, was a 582-person
12 difference?

13 A Subject to check, yes.

14 Q And in 2023, the planned number of employees

15 was 9,914 and the actual was 9,154°?

16 A The average planned and the average actual,
17 yes.

18 Q And that's a difference of 7607

19 A Subject to check, yes.

20 Q And the reason why is sometimes because FPL

21 found efficiencies and didn't need those employees,
22 would that be correct?

23 A I wouldn't necessarily agree with the fact
24 that FPL didn't find efficiencies. If there is a

25 difference in the average planned number of employees
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1 versus the average actual number of employees, it could
2 be due to a various number of factors which could

3 include changes in business needs.

4 Q And the average planned number of employees is

5 still included in FPL's revenue requirement, is that

6 correct?
7 A Yes. That's correct.
8 Q So for 2023, if the average salary was

9 $50,000, that means the customers still paid $38 million
10 towards the revenue requirement? You can take that

11 subject to check.

12 A Subject to checking the math, yes. And that
13 would go back to, you know, what I was explaining

14 before, that we plan the number of headcount based on --
15 we take a bottoms-up approach. So the business units

16 take into consideration all of the work that is planned
17 for any given year, and then they make the decision how
18 many —-- what headcount they need to be able to support
19 that work that needs to get done in those given years.
20 And so even 1f the headcount, the average
21 planned headcount doesn't end up being what our actual
22 average was, all of that work still needs to get done.
23 And so, again, other employees would work overtime, or
24 we would potentially have to hire contract work to

25 accomplish that.

premier-reporting.com
Premier Reporting (850) 894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



1420

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Q And do you believe FPL's total salaries and
wages per customer compares favorably to other
utilities?

A Yes, I absolutely agree with that. Actually,
if you look at my Exhibit JB-3 to my direct testimony,
FPL is actually below market in our total compensation
to our employees.

Q Well, I am going to take you to your Exhibit
JB-2. So can we please go to master page number
C4-1411~

And can you please explain this page one of
JB-2, please?

A Yes. This is a comparison of the total
salaries and wages per customer against other regulated
utilities.

Q And it's based off of the FERC Form 1 data, is

that correct?

A Yes. That's correct.

Q And what information is contained in that FERC
Form 17

A I don't know the entirety of what is included

in the FERC Form 1, but I know for my purposes, I have
used it to pull the total salaries and wages by
customer. And then on page two of this exhibit, I have

used 1t to compare total salaries and wages per megawatt
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1 hour.

2 Q And when you filed this testimony, did you

3 personally review the FERC Form 1 data-?

4 A I did not persoconally review the FERC Form 1

5 data. That was pulled by my team.

6 Q And based off of this chart that you sponsored
7 and signed off on, do you know how many customers Tampa

8 Electric has?

9 A No, not off the top of my head.

10 Q And I am assuming the same answer for Duke?
11 A That's correct.

12 Q And can we please go to master page number

13 E-11297?

14 Ms. Buttress, can you see this?
15 A Yes, I can see it.
16 Q And can you go to -- can you please read, not

17 out loud, but to yourself, the second paragraph to the
18 response®?

19 A Okay.

20 o] That additional 93 million for overtime, do
21 you know whether some of that overtime was for storm

22 hardening projects?

23 A I do not know specifically. Generally, it

24 would be for unplanned work and to cover open positions

25 that we have.
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1 Q Overtime for open positions? Can you please

2 explain that?

3 A Well, if we haven't filled all of the open

4 positions, kind of what I was going back to before on

5 the headcount, then other employees would be working

6 overtime.

7 Q Thank you, Ms. Buttress. The Office of Public

8 Counsel has no more questions.

9 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Great. Thank you.
10 FEL?
11 EXAMINATION

12 BY MS. McMANAMON:

13 Q Good morning, Ms. Buttress.
14 A Good morning.
15 Q First I would like to take us to master number

16 F10-13192. And this is FPL's employee compensation

17 manual, correct?

18 A Yes. That's correct.

19 Q And I would just like to discuss some of these
20 different categories a bit.

21 So the merit adjustment is essentially the

22 employee's base salary, is that correct?

23 A Yes. That's correct. The merit adjustment

24 would be an annual adjustment to the employee's base

25 salary.
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Q So base pay and merit pay would be synonymous
pretty much?

A Yes, you can say that.

Q And is variable pay the same as incentive pay
that an employee gets based on performance?

A Yes. That's correct.

Q So an employee could receive pay from multiple
of these different categories, correct?

A Yes. That's correct.

Q And next if we could go to master number
F10-1310? Can we scroll a little bit? Okay. Maybe we
will come back to this. I am not sure if that's what I
was looking for.

Instead, can we go to F10-80?

MR. SCHULTZ: You said 807

MS. McMANAMON: Yes, eight =zero.
BY MS. McMANAMON:

Q So here you state that FPL's incentive
compensation plans and programs are based on customer
related goals, correct?

A Yes. That's correct.

Q Okay. And next if we could go to the big
binder to FEL 255C-?

A Binder number two or the other one?

Q The red one with the tabs.
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A Okay. And could you repeat the --

Q Yes. 255C.

A Okay.

Q So these would be the 2024 business unit
goals, correct?

A Yes. That's correct.

Q So if T had specific questions about certain
business unit goals, they would be better addressed to
that specific business unit and not to you, correct?

A Yes. That's correct.

Q Okay. But this document would be what senior
leadership looks at to determine the slice that each
business unit would receive in total incentive

compensation based on whether they achieved these goals

or not?
A Yes. That's correct.
Q And would you agree that there is not

necessarily a prescribed formula for determining that

amount?

A Which amount are you referring to?

Q The business unit total pool for incentive
compensation.

A That's correct. There is not an exact formula
for that.

Q And in general, do you agree that most
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1 employees receive incentive pay?

2 A In general, yes, I do agree with that, because
3 incentive compensation is just one piece of an

4 employee's total compensation, that's our base salary

5 and incentive. And both of those combined is what we

6 benchmark and what we look to the market to be

7 competitive with, so it is included in that.

8 Q Thank you.

9 Next if we could go to master number F10-34?
10 And this shows the employees eligible compared

11 to employees that receive variable or merit pay from
12 2021 to 2025, correct? It should just be on your

13 screen. Not in the binders. Sorry.

14 A Can you repeat your question?

15 Q Just that this shows the employees eligible

lo compared to employees that received wvariable or merit

17 pay?
18 A Yes. That's correct.
19 Q And would most of the employees who did not

20 receive merit adjustment be based on their hiring date,
21 or are there other factors with that?

22 A No. Merit is also performance-based, so it
23 could be due to being hired later in the year, and they
24 would not be eligible for a merit increase during our

25 performance award cycle, but it could also be due to
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1 their performance, and if they didn't meet their
2 achieved goals.
3 Q So performance is also included in merit and

4 variable pay?

5 A Yes. That's correct.
6 Q And next if we could go to master number
L E61735? Which -- this shows that only 3.3 percent of

8 eligible employees did not receive any amount of annual
9 incentive compensation pay, correct?

10 A Yes. That's correct. But I will point out

11 here that that's just stating the number of employees

12 that -- or the percentage of employees that did not

13 receive any incentive at all. The remaining employees
14 that did receive incentive doesn't necessarily mean that
15 they received the full opportunity of incentive that was
16 available to them. Again, their individual goals would
17 have been reviewed, and then leadership would determine
18 the amount that that employee would receive.

19 Q And the way that incentive is used here, is
20 that including merit and variable pay, or just
21 specifically incentive compensation?
22 A This specific answer 1is related Jjust to
23 incentive compensation.
24 Q And if we could go quickly back to the binder

25 to CEL number 356I°?
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A Okay.

Q And so generally, this is showing the
percentage of variable pay that an employee received
above their base pay, correct?

A It is showing the variable award percentage
that each employee received, it's a percentage of their
base salary.

Q If you could turn to the second page -- flip
it over just on the back -- to row 109. That percentage
there, you are saying is a percentage of their base pay,
or how would you describe that?

A Yes. Incentive paid as a percentage of their
base salary.

Q Okay. Thank you.

And next if we could go to FEL 330C, also in
this binder?

A Okay.

Q So this is a specific incentive compensation
program, correct?

A Yes. That's correct.

Q And would stating the objective of this
program be confidential?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Thank you.

Is there anything you can say about it that
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wouldn't be confidential-?

A Probably not.

Q Okay. That's fine.

I think you stated earlier that FPL has
maintained median base pay below the median market,
correct?

A Yes. We consistently maintain, you can see,
you know, I will point again to my Exhibit JB-3 to my
direct testimony, that for the years '22 through '24,
our overall compensation has been below the market
median.

Q And next if we could go to master number
F10-457

So this states that for salaries over 300,000,
42 of those positions are above the median market, and
eight of those positions are below?

A Yes. That's correct. For those on this page,
there are 42 above the market median, but I think it's
important to point out here that we are looking at 42
out of over 9,000 employees that we have, just to put it
in perspective.

Q But this is just looking at the positions over
300,000. So that would only be out of 50 positions,
correct, just adding up the above and below?

A Yes, there are 50 employees that are making a
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1 base salary above 300,000. But, again, it's 50

2 employees out of over 9,000 employees we have at FPL.

3 Q And very quickly, if we could just turn to FEL
4 268C in the binder?

5 A Okay.

6 Q I am just verifying that this is the data that
7 this response is based on, correct?

8 A Yes. That's correct.

9 Q Okay. One moment. That's all my questions.

10 Thank you.

11 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Great. Thank you.

12 FIPUG?

13 MS. PUTNAL: No guestions.

14 MS. HELTON: Mr. Chairman, just a little
15 housekeeping. So 255C is 1129. 330C is Exhibit
16 1204, and 268C is 1142.

17 CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Excellent.

18 FIPUG?

19 MS. PUTNAL: ©No questions. Thank you.
20 CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Walmart?

21 MS. EATON: ©No questions. Thank you.

22 CHATIRMAN LA ROSA: FEIA?

23 MR. MAY: ©No questions.

24 CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Great. Thank you.

25 Staff?
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MR. STILLER: No questions.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Commissioners, do we have
any questions?

All right. Seeing none, back to FPL for
redirect.

MR. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT: Thank you, Chairman.
We have no redirect.

We would ask that Exhibits —-- CEL Exhibits No.
78 through 83, 297 through 300 be moved into the
record, and that Ms. Buttress be excused.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Okay. Any objections to
those? Seeing none, so moved.

(Whereupon, Exhibit Nos. 78-83 & 297-300 were

received into evidence.)

CHATRMAN LA ROSA: Ms. Buttress, you are
excused. Thank you very much.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Excellent.

(Witness excused.)

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: OPC, FEL, any items?

MS. McMANAMON: Yes. We would like to move 1in
CEL 881, 886, 895, 1046, 1129, 1142 and 1204.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Any objections to those?

MR. CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT: No.

CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: Seeing none, so moved.
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1 (Whereupon, Exhibit Nos. 881, 886, 895, 1046,
2 1129, 1142 & and 1204 were received into evidence.)

3 CHAIRMAN LA ROSA: No other parties? Okay.

4 Excellent.

5 Thank vyou.

6 (Transcript continues 1n sequence in Volume

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
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