
BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re : Cancellation by Florida 
Public Service Commission of 
Interexchange Telecommunications 
Certificate No. 3182 issued to 
WATS International Corporation 
for violation of Rule 25-4 . 0161 , 
F . A. C., Regulatory Assessment 
Fees . 

DOCKET NO. 971105 - TI 
ORDER NO . PSC-97-1253-FOF-TI 
ISSUED: October 14 , 1997 

The following Commissioners participated in the disposition of 
this matter: 

JULIA L . JOHNSON , Chairman 
J. TERRY DEASON 
SUSAN F . CLARK 

DIANE K. KIESLING 
JOE GARCIA 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AGENCY ACTION 
ORDER IMPOSING FINE AND REQUIRING PAYMENT OF 

REGULATORY ASSESSMENT FEES OR CANCELING 
INTEREXCHANGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CERTIFICATE 

AND DIRECTING CERTIFICATED INTEREXCHANGE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROVIDERS 

TO DISCONTI NUE SERVICE 

BY THE COMMISSION : 

NOTICE I S HEREBY GIVEN by the Florida Public Service 
Commission that the action discussed herein is preliminary in 
nature and will become final unless a person whose interests are 
substantially affected files a peti tion for a formal proceeding , 
pursuant to Rule 25- 22 . 029 , Florida Administrative Code . 

WATS International Corporation (WATS) , an interexchange 
telecommunications carrier (IXC) , currently holds certificate of 
public convenience and necessity number 3182 , issued by the 
Commission on July 20 , 1993 , authorizing the provision of 
interexchange telecommunications service . WATS has not paid the 
regulator y assessmen t fees required by Section 364 . 336 , Floric.J 
Statutes , and Rule 25- 4 . 0161 , Florida Administrative Code , for the 
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years 1994 , 1995 and 1996. The regulatory assessmen t fee form wa s 
mailed to WATS in December , 1993 for the period of January 1 , 1994 , 
through December 31 , 1994 . The regulatory assessmenL fee f o r m was 
mailed to WATS in December , 1994 for the period of January 1 , 1995 , 
through December 31 , 1995. The regulatory assessmen t fee form was 
mailed to WATS in December , 1995 for the period o f Janua r y 1 , 1996 , 
through December 31 , 1996 . Pursuant to Rule 2 5-4.0161(2) , Florida 
Administrative Code , th~ form and applicable fees are due to the 
Florida Public Service Commission by J anuary 30 of the subsequenL 
year . WATS was notified of its delinquenc y on June 3 , 1997 . The 
c ompany has been given adequate opporLunity to pay . The 
Commission ' s correspondence regarding the regulatory assessment 
fees was signed for , indicating rec~ipt . Yet, there has been no 
response , and, to date, WATS has not paid the required fees . 

For the reason described above , pursuant to Rule 25-
24 . 474 (1) (b) and (c) , Florida AdministraLive Code , we find it 
appropriate to cancel WATS ' certificate , un less the company pays a 
$500 fine for failure to comply with Section 364 . 336 , Fl o rida 
Statutes , and Rule 25- 4. 0161 , Florida Admi n ist r ative Code , and 
remits all past due r egulatory ass essment fees , along with 
statutory penalties and interest charges , t o the Florida Public 
Service Commission . WATS must comply wiLh these requirements 
within 5 business days from the date this Order becomes fi nal . The 
fine will be remitted to the Comptroller f o r deposit 1 n the State 
of Florida General Revenue Fund, pursuanL to SecLi on 364 . 516 , 
Florida Statutes . 

When the appropriate fees , statutory penalties , interest 
charges, and fine are received , this doc ket shall be closed . 
Should WATS fail to comply with this Order within 5 business days 
from the date this Order becomes final, WATS shall have its 
certificate canceled and the docket wi ll be closed . The 
cancellation of the certificate and the closing of the docket in no 
way dimi nishes WATS ' obligation to pay applicable delinquenL 
regulatory assessment fees , statuto ry pena lties , and interes t 
charges . 

Should WATS ' certificate be canceled , all certi ficated 
interexchange carriers in the State o f Flo rida are instructed to 
discontinue service to WATS , pursuant to Rule 2 5- 2 4.47 01(3) , 
Florida Administrative Code , Provision of Regulated 
Telecommunications Service to Uncert ificated Resellers Prohibited . 
Any certificated interexchange carriers providing service to ~ATS 
must contact the Commission at the conc l usion of the response 
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period indicated herein in order t o det e r mi ne if WATS ' certif icate 

has been canceled . 

Based on the f o rego ing , it is 

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commi ssion t ha t WATS 

International ~orporation must pay the pas t d ue r eg ulatory 

assessment fees , statuto ry penalties, interest charges , and a S500 

fine to the Florida Public Servic e Commission f o r failu r e to comply 

wi th Section 364 . 336 , Florida Statutes , a nd Rule 25-4 . 0161 , Fl o r i da 

Administrative Code , within 5 busine s s days fr om the d ate t his 

Order becomes final . The fine will be t ra n s mitted to the 

Comptroller for depo s i t in t he State of Flo r i d a General Reve nu e 

Fund . It is further 

ORDERED tha t should WATS Internat ional Corpo r atio n fail to 

comply with this Order , WATS In te r na tional Corpo r atio n ' s 

certificate shall be canceled , and the doc ket shall be closed . It 

is further 

ORDERED that the cancellation o f the ce r t i f icate and the 

closing of the d ocket in no way diminishes WATS Internati o nal 

Corporation ' s obligation to pay applic abl e d e l i nquen t r egulato ry 

assessment fees , statutory penalties , and in te r es c harges . I t is 

further 

ORDERED that all certific ated intere xchange telecommuni c at ion 

p roviders shall discontinue servic e t o WATS Inte rnatio nal 

Corporation, upon verification of the c anc ellat i o n of t he 

ce r tificate at the conclusion o f the r espons e per iod set for t ~ in 

this Order . It is further 

ORDERED that the provisions of this Order , i ssu e d as pro p osed 

a gency action , shall become fina l and ef fec t i ve un less an 

appropriate petition , in the form prov i ded by Ru l e 25 - 22 . 036 , 

Florida Administrative Code , is received b y the Di rector , Di visio n 

of Records and Repor ting , 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard , Tallahassee , 

Florida 32399- 0 850 , by t he close of business o n t he date set f o rtr1 

in the " Notice of Further Proceedings o r Judicial Revie w" a ttached 

hereto. It is further 

ORDERED that in the event this Or d er becomes f inal , this 

Docket shall be closed upon payment of t~e fines , and f ees , or upon 

cancellation of the certificate . 
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By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission , this 14th 
day of October , 1997 . 

BLANCA S . BAY6, Director 
Division of Records and Reporting 

By:~~ 
Kay FJ:Yn: Chie 
Bureau of Records 

{ -S E A L ) 

JRB 
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NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW 

The Florida Public Service Commission i s required by Section 

120.569(1), Florida Statutes , to notify parties of any 

administrative hearing or judicial review of Commission o rders that 

is available under Sections 120 . 57 or 120 .68 , Florida Statutes , as 

well as the procedures and time limits that apply . This notice 

should not be construed to mean all requests for an admin ist ra tive 

hearing or judicia~ review will be granted or result in the reli e f 

sought . 

Mediation may be available on a 
mediation is conducted, it does not 
interested person's right to a hearing. 

case-by-case basis . If 
affect a substantially 

The action proposed herein is preliminary in nature and will 

not become effective or final , except as provided by Rule 25-

22. 02 9 , Florida Administra tive Code . Any person whose substantial 

interests are affected by the action proposed by this order may 

file a petition for a fo+mal proceeding , as provided by Rul e 25 -

22.029 (4) , Florida Administrative Code , in the fo:::m provided by 

Rule 25- 22.036(7) (a) and ( f), Florida Administrative :::ode . This 

petition must be received by the Director , Division of Records and 

Reporting, 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahassee , Florida 32399 -

0850 , by the close of business on November 4 , 1997 . 

In the absence of such a petition, this orde r shall become 

effective on the day subsequent to the above date as provided by 

Rule 25-22 . 029(6) , Florida Administrative Code . 

Any objection or protest filed in this docket before the 

issuance date of this order is conside red abandoned unless it 

satisfies the foregoing conditions and is renewed with in the 

specified protest period. 

If this order becomes final and effective on the date 

described above, any party substantially affected may request 

judicial review by the Florida Supreme Court in the case of an 

electric, gas or telephone utility or by the First District Court 

of Appeal in the case of a water or wastewater utility by filing a 

notice of appeal with the Director, Division of Records and 

Reporting and filing a copy of the notice of appeal and the fil ing 

fee with the appropriate court . This filing must be completed 

within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this order , 

pursuant to Rule 9.110 , Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure . The 
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notice o f appeal mus t be in the fo r m specified in Rule 9 . 900( a ) , 
Flo r i da Rules o f Appellate Procedure . 
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