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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION


	[bookmark: SSInRe]In re: Petition for rate increase by Peoples Gas System, Inc.
	[bookmark: SSDocketNo]DOCKET NO. 20250029-GU
[bookmark: OrderNo0299]ORDER NO. PSC-2025-0299-PCO-GU
ISSUED: August 7, 2025




[bookmark: Commissioners][bookmark: OrderTitle]ORDER GRANTING PEOPLES GAS SYSTEM, INC.’S 
MOTION TO SUSPEND PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

[bookmark: OrderText]	On August 6, 2025, Peoples Gas System, Inc. (PGS) filed a Motion to Suspend Procedural Schedule. In the motion, PGS represents that it has reached a comprehensive, unanimous agreement in principle with the Office of Public Counsel (OPC) and the Florida Industrial Power Users Group (FIPUG) to resolve all issues in this docket. PGS further states that it, OPC, and FIPUG (collectively, the Parties) require additional time to prepare a formal settlement agreement. 

	In order to focus on finalizing and filing the proposed settlement agreement, the Parties request that the Commission “suspend all pending hearings, deadlines, and other matters in this docket pending the Parties’ submission of a formal Settlement Agreement.” OPC and FIPUG support the motion.

Decision

	The general process and timing for filing a settlement agreement for consideration by the Commission is set forth in Section VI(A) of the Order Establishing Procedure (OEP). Importantly for purposes of this Order, the OEP provides that the parties should file a settlement “as soon as practicable” to allow time for discovery, a hearing on the settlement, and a post-hearing decision. This process and the Commission’s decision on the request for a rate increase must also be made in compliance with the statutory time frames under Section 366.06(3), Florida Statutes (F.S.).

	The unopposed relief requested by PGS is reasonable, is intended to promote the just, speedy, and inexpensive determination of this proceeding,[footnoteRef:1] and is hereby granted. To the extent specifically set forth below, all pending discovery, scheduled hearings, and other matters shall be suspended.[footnoteRef:2] This suspension is temporary and shall be lifted as necessary to ensure sufficient time for the Commission to make its decision consistent with the statutory time frame in Section 366.06(3), F.S. A separate order will be issued establishing the appropriate process and controlling dates that will govern this proceeding going forward. [1:  Rule 28-106.211, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.).]  [2:  Because the deadlines for filing requests for confidential classification referenced in the OEP are codified in Rule 25-22.006(3), F.A.C., they are unaffected by this Order.] 




	Therefore, it is

	ORDERED by Commissioner Andrew Giles Fay, as Prehearing Officer, that Peoples Gas Company’s Motion to Suspend Procedural Schedule is granted as set forth herein. It is further

	ORDERED that all controlling dates in Section IX of the Order Establishing Procedure, as amended and modified, are suspended until further order of the Prehearing Officer. It is further

	ORDERED that no new discovery shall be propounded or depositions set until further order of the Prehearing Officer. It is further

	ORDERED that all deadlines seeking clarification, filing responses, and objecting to any pending discovery, as well as those for filing motions to strike and filing notices of intent to use depositions, are suspended until further order of the Prehearing Officer. It is further

	ORDERED that if an executed Settlement Agreement has not been filed in this docket by August 15, 2025, the Parties shall file a detailed Status Report.

[bookmark: replaceDate]	By ORDER of Commissioner Andrew Giles Fay, as Prehearing Officer, this 7th day of August, 2025.
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	ANDREW GILES FAY
Commissioner and Prehearing Officer


Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399
(850) 413‑6770
www.floridapsc.com

Copies furnished:  A copy of this document is provided to the parties of record at the time of issuance and, if applicable, interested persons.
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NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW

	The Florida Public Service Commission is required by Section 120.569(1), Florida Statutes, to notify parties of any administrative hearing or judicial review of Commission orders that is available under Sections 120.57 or 120.68, Florida Statutes, as well as the procedures and time limits that apply.  This notice should not be construed to mean all requests for an administrative hearing or judicial review will be granted or result in the relief sought.

	Mediation may be available on a case-by-case basis.  If mediation is conducted, it does not affect a substantially interested person's right to a hearing.

	Any party adversely affected by this order, which is preliminary, procedural or intermediate in nature, may request: (1) reconsideration within 10 days pursuant to Rule 25-22.0376, Florida Administrative Code; or (2) judicial review by the Florida Supreme Court, in the case of an electric, gas or telephone utility, or the First District Court of Appeal, in the case of a water or wastewater utility.  A motion for reconsideration shall be filed with the Office of Commission Clerk, in the form prescribed by Rule 25-22.0376, Florida Administrative Code.  Judicial review of a preliminary, procedural or intermediate ruling or order is available if review of the final action will not provide an adequate remedy.  Such review may be requested from the appropriate court, as described above, pursuant to Rule 9.100, Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure.



