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BEfORE THE nORIDA PUBL IC SERVICE COMH I SSION 

In r e: E l iminat ion of t he t h ree-mon t h ) 
off network and t wo-yea 1 not assistance ) 

DOCKET NO. 89 0~29-TL 

requiremen ts from t he el igib i lity ) 
c r iter ia of the " Link Up flor i da • ) 

ORDER NO . 21416 

Jssistance prog r am ) 
_ ) 

I SSUED : 6-20-89 

The fo llowi ng Commissione r s pa r tici p ated 
dispos i t i o n of t h i s mat ter : 

MICHAEL Mc K . WILSON, Ch airman 
THOMAS M. BEARD 

BETTY EASLEY 
GERALD L . GUNTER 
J OHN 1' . HERNDON 

ORDER E_~~!J I RING TARIFf Af>IENDNF::EI:.§ 

BY THE COMN !SSION : 

in t he 

By Order No. 19 6811, issued J u ly 8, 1988 ! n Docket No . 
680647-n •• wo implemontcd the Li n k Up ~·l or i da (LUF) program as 
a part of t he Link Up America p r ogram . These p rograms are a 
joi n t Ccdoro l - stal o e(Co r t approved by t he Federal 
Communicat i o ns Commi ssion ( FCC) o n Apri l. Hi , 1?07. Tho F l orida 
program wo:; gran tod co • Li f i (;<~ Liou by t ho FCC 0 11 August 1, 
1988 . The p rogram i s des . g n ed to ma ke te l epho ne serv i ce 
accessib l e t o l ow- i ncome househo lds which a re not cur rently o n 
the publ i c swi tched te l e pho ne netwo rk . I t is intended to 
promote subscribocsh ip amonq I n•~ i ncomo ho u:who l d s by p 1ov idi ng 
a cred it t o t he connect i o n c harges app l icabl e to p roviding 
resident i a l ser vice . E l igible L ink Up subscri bers rece ive a 
credi t of 50\ o r $ 30 .00 ( wh ichev e r is l ess ) wh ich is a pp lied to 
the nonrecurr ing c harges f o r t he ostab l lshmon l o f service Co r a 
sing l e telephone line per ho u seho l d at t he pri nc ipa l pl ace of 
residence of e l i gi b l e app l i cants . 

By Or der No. 2005<1, i ssuo d Septembe r 22, 1988, we 
established the fo l l owi ng elig i bi l ity r equi rements 
fl o r i da s u bscribers : 

fo r L i nk Up 

A . The ilppl i canl /subscri bar mu :; l nol boa 
depcndenL for f edera l income tax pu rposes , 
unless t he s ubscri ber is more t h an 6 0 years 
of age . 

u. T ho appl i c a n t /l'ubsc • ibu 1 must bo c un entl y 
o n t he f l o rida Med i caid o r rood Stamp 
p r ograms, or cert i fied by t he Department of 
Health and Re habi li tat i ve Servi ces as 
elig i ble Co r one of t hese programs. 

c. 

D. 

The applicant/subscri ber h as lived 
address o r addresses whore t horo h Ml 
t olophon' so1vl c u I. O L at l ea:;L t h r~t.:l 
immed iately prior to t he date 
assistance is reques t ed . 

at a n 
been no 

mon ths 
t hat 

T ho applica n l/:wbscrille• musl no t have 
received LUF ass istance w i t hin t he l ast t wo 
years, with receipt of s uc h ass i stance to be 
measu r e d from t he date of i nitiation oC t he 
te l epho ne se1vi c c Cor wh ich ass isLanco was 
p covided . 
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Pri o r t o implemen tat i on of LUF , t he FCC i ssue d a Notice oC 
Proposed Rul emak i ng (NPR~I) to revi ew t he e li.g ~ bil ity cri.teri a 
fo r Lhe L i nk Up Amo r l Cit Pr o g r ,rm . Couunun Ls wo r u sough t o n 
whethe r to e liminate the t h ree-mon t h and t wo- yeil r r equi r e rne nt s 
i n t ho se states wh i c h verif y t he income e ligibili t y o f I 
applicnn t s . On August 25 , 1960 . in r eRponse to t he NPRM, t hi s 
Couuniss i o n r l l ud couunuu t s wll h tho FCC r uya r d lng t.l nk Up 
Ame r ica i n whi c h we endo r sed t he e liminat ion of t he two-yea r 
an d three-mon th eligibili t y requi remen ts . Subsequently, the 
FCC issued a Recommended Dec i s i on and Or der on J anua ry 3t, t 9 8 9 
wh i c h conc luded " t hat i t i ::; I n t ho publi c into r cst " to 
eliminate t hese t wo non-i nc ome eligi b i l ity c ri te r ia . 

The FCC ' s dec i s i o n to r l iminate t he t r~o non - income 
r •sl r i c Lion s Lo t h o t.i nk Up p r oq aam •~a :; l.llt s c; d on commen ts 
received i n respon se to the NPRM. These comme n ts i nd i ca t e d 
t h at t he r estrict i on s h av e wo rked to preven t person s from 
receivi ng benefits who should be e li g ible . The FCC a l so 
concluded t hat t he rcs tJi c Li o n s CJ n llo r o rno vod •~i t hou t 

su bstantia l cost inc r eases in t ho p r ogram . Al t hough the our 
e ndo r semen t o f t hese c h anges was made prio r t o implemen ta tio n 
of t he Li n k Up Flor ida program, the implemen tation o f these 
c ltango::; I s no t cxpacLcd t o h ,, v t.J nny r·o ~1 1 nffort on L h o I .ECs i n 
Fl o rida. Accord1 ng ly, we fi n ll i t apptOtJria Le to l.lc l etc tho 
two-y ea r and t hree- mon t h requi rmen ts from t he e li g ibili t y 
requ i r emen ts fo r L i nk Up Flor i da. 

ln accord ance with ou r decis i o n abo v e , a ll LECs e xcep t 
V ista-Uni t ed, shall file ta ri ffs r ef l ecti ng t he changes in 
e l ig i bi l ity cr i teria to b ecome eCfecti v e on July 1, 1989. We I 
note t hat v1 st a- un itcd wa::; prev i ou s ly qrauLod an c xompll o n from 
fi l ing a Link Up tari f f because t h a t comp any has no r es i dent s 
i n its ter ri tory who qualify for t he p r og ram . However, we also 
cauti on t hat Vista s hall f ile a L ink Up t ar i ff i f any qua lif ied 
residents r equest se rv ice unde r t hi s p rog r am . 

Based on the fo r e goi ng , i t i s 

ORDERED by t he Flo ri da Pu b li c Se r v i ce Commi ss i on t ha t each 
l o c al e xc h ange comp any e xcept V ista-Un ited s h a ll f ile ta ri f f 
r evis i o ns reflecting the c h anges in t he Link Up F l orida 
eli gi b il i ty c ri te ria as set f orth in the body o f t his Orde r. 
It i s furthe r 

ORDERED that this dock e t may oe c l osed af t e r the tarif f s 
r e quire d to be fi led by thi s Orde r are fil e d as set forth in 
t h e body o f this Orde r . 

By ORDER of t h e 
t h is 20th d ay o f 

( S E A L 

Tli 

Flo :r i da 
JUNE 

Publi c Se r v ice 
1989 
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NOTI CE OF f URTHER PROCEf.D I NGS OR JUD I C I AI. fH::Y.!.Q::! 

The F l o rida Publ ic Serv i ce Commi ss i o n i s r e qui red by 
Section 120. 59 (4), fl or i da Statutes, to not ify part i es o f any 
administrat i ve hearing o r jud i c ial review o f Comm i ssion o rders 
that i s avai l a ble under Sections 120.57 o r 120.68, florida 
Statutes , as well as t he procedures and time limits that 
apply. Thi s notice s ho u l d not be construed to mean ~ 11 
requests fo r a n ad mi ni strative hea ring or judi c ial rev iew will 
be granted o r result in the r e lie f soug h t . 

Any party adve t sely affected by t he Commiss i o n' s final 
act i o n in t h is matter may request: 1) reco nsideration of t he 
decis ion by fi l i ng a mot1o n for reco nsideration with the 
Director, Di vi sion of Records a nd Reporting wi thi n fifteen (15) 
day s of the issuance of t h is order i n t he fo rm prescribed by 
Rule 25-22 . 060. F l orida Administrative Code ; or 2 ) j udicia l 
review by the F l or ida Supreme Court in t he case of an e l ectric, 
gas o r telephone utility or the Firs t Dist ri ct Court of Appeal 
i n the case of a wa te r o r sm~e r u t i lity by f il ing a not ice of 
appeal wi t h t he Di rector , Divi si::> n of Records and Repo r t ing and 
filing a copy of t he not i ce of a ppea l and t he f iling fee with 
the appropriate cou r t . Thi s f iling mus t be comp l eted within 
thirty (30 ) d a ys after t he i ssuance of t h is orde r, purs ua n t to 
Rul e 9 .110, Florida Rules of Appe llate Procedu re . The not ice 
of appea,l must be in t he form s pecif ied in Rul e 9.900(a), 
f l or ida Ru l es of Appe ll ate Proce d ure . 
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