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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISS ION 

In re: Investigation of PALM COAST ) 
UTILITY CORPORATION for verification ) 
of utility investment in water and ) 
sewer assets in Flagler County ) 

----------------·--------------------> 

DOCKET NO. 871395 - WS 
ORDER NO. 21794 
ISSUED: 8-28-89 

The following Commiss i o ners participated in the disposition 

of this matter: 

MICHAEL Mc K. WILSON, CHAIRMAN 
THOMAS M. BEARD 
JOHN T. HERNDON 

ORDER SUBSUMING INVESTIGATION DOCKET ISSUES INTO 
RATE CASE DOCKET 

BY THE COMMISSION : 

By Order No. 18785, issued February 2 , 1988, this 
Commission initiated an investigatio n into the l eve l of 

investment in utility assets by Palm Coast Utili t y Corporation 

(PCUC). By Order No . 18713 , issu~d January 21, 1988, thi s 

Commission acknowledged the interventio n of the Off ice of 

Public Counsel (OPC) in this proceeding. 

On January 26, 1989, t he Staff of thi s Commission ( Staff) 

submitted its findings for o ur consideration at the February 7, 

1989 Ag e nda Co nference; however, the matter was deferred until 

a later date . 

On February 3, 1989 , OPC filed a motion f o r a f ou r-mo nth 

extensi o n of time to compile and file its Cindings a nd 

recommendatio ns i n thi s d ocket. OPC · s motion was granted by 

Order No. 21075, issued April 20 , 1989. On May 4, 1989 , OPC 

filed another request f or an extension of ti me. It s mot i o n wa s 

granted by Order No . 21288, issued May 25, 1989. 

On May 19, 1989, PCUC completed the minimur C1ling 

requirements for a general rate inctease. Its applica 10n for 

increased rates is being processed under Docket No. 890277-WS. 

The rate applicat ton is currently scheduled for a n 

administrative hearing o n October 12 and 13, 1989. 
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If we were to make a decision regarding the issues in the 
investigat ion , our decision would, of necessity , be issued as 
proposed agency action. Based upon the representations of 
Staff and the parties at the August 15 , 1989 Agenda Co nference , 
we believe that, regardless of our decision on these matters , 
any such order would be protested by at least one of the 
parties, necessitating another, separate heari ng in this 
docket . In addition, we believe that the issues involved in 
this investigation are intrinsica lly fundamental to PCUC's 
application f or increased rates. We , therefore, find it 
appropriate to subsume the issues from the investig~tion docket 
into the rate case doc ket for the purposes of administrative 
efficiency and consistency. All informa ion gleaned or 
produced during this investigati o n shall, therefore , become 
part of Docket No . 890277-WS and Docket No . 871395-WS, the 
investigation docket, sha ll be closed. 

It is, therefore, 

I 

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that I 
Docke t No. 871395-WS , the investigation i nto Palm Coast Utility 
Corporation ' s investment in water dnd sewer utility assets , is 
hereby subsumed into Docket No . 890277- WS, Palm Coast Utility 
Corporation's application for increased rates, as set forth in 
the body of this Order. It is f urther 

ORDERED t ha t Docket No . 871395-WS be and is hereby closed. 

By ORDER of the Florida Service Commission 
this 28th day of AUGUST 

Repo rting 

( S E A L ) 

RJP 
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NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW 

The F lorida Public Service Commission is r equi red by 
Sect ion 120 . 59 (4) , Florida Statutes, to notify parlies of any 
admin istrative hea ring o r judicial review of Commission o rders 
t hat is available under Secti o ns 120 . 57 o r 120.68, Florida 
Statutes , as well as the pt ocedures and ti me limits that 
apply. This notice sho uld not be construed to mea n all 
requests for an administrative hearing o r judicial revlew will 
be gr anted or result in the relief sought . 

Any party adversely affected by this o r der , wh ich is 
preliminary, procedural o r intermediate in nature. ay 
r e quest : 1 ) reco nsideration wi thin 10 days pursuant to Rule 
25-2 2 .038( 2 ), Florida Administrative Code , if iss u ed by a 
Prehearing Officer; 2 ) r econs idera tion within 15 days pursuant 
to Rule 25-22 . 060, Florida Admi n istrative Code , iC issued by 
the Commission; or 3 ) judi c ial r eview by the Flo r id~ Supreme 
Cou r t, in the case of an electric, g as or telephone utility, o r 
the Fi r st Dist rict Cou rt of Appeal, i n the case of a wate t or 
sewer ut ility. A mo tion f or r econsideration shall be filed 
with the Director, Division of Reco rds and Reporting, in the 
f o rm prescri bed by Rul e 25-22 . 060, Flo r ida Admi ni strative 
Code. J udicial review of a prelimi nary, p rocedu ral o r 
intermediate ruling or order i s available iC r e v iew o f the 
fina l ac tion will not pro vide an adequate remed y . Suc h review 
may be requested from the appropriate court , as described 
above, pu rsua n t t o Rule 9 . 100, Florida Rules of Appellate 
Procedure . 
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