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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUbLIC SERVICE C0~1I SSION 

In re: Initiation of show ) 
cause proceedings against S & L) 
UTILITIES , INC. i n Marion ) 
County for fail ure to remit 
penalty fee for filing 
delinquent 1989 annual report 

DOCKET NO. 9 20780- SU 
ORDER NO. PSC- 92 - 10 45-FOF-SU 
ISSUED: 09/23/92 

The following Commiss ioners participated in the disposi t ion o f 
this matter : 

BY THE COMMISS ION: 

THOMAS M. BEARD, Chairma n 
SUSAN F. CLARK 

J. TERRY DEASON 
BETTY EASLEY 

LUIS J. LAUREDO 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

S & L Utilities (S & L or utility) i s a Class C util ity, 
serving 76 wastewater customers in Mario n County. Dascd o n 
information i n the 1991 annual r eport, the utility r eported 
wastewat:er system operating revenues of $35 , 962 and o pe rat i ng 
expenses of $30,392 , resulting in a net opera ting income o f $ 5 , 5 70 . 

S & L filed a del inquent 1989 a nnual r e port, i n vio lati o n o f 
Rule 25- 30 .110 , Florida Administrative Code . Rule 25- 30 . 110 , 
Florida Administrative Code, requires utili t ies sub ject t o the 
Comm ission's jurisdiction as of Decembe r 31st e ach year t o fil e a n 
annual r eport on or before March 31st of the following yea r . 
Requests for extension must be in writing and must be filed befo re 
March 31st. One extension of 30 days i s automa tica ll y granted. 
Longer extensions may be granted upon s howing of goo d cause . 
Incomplete or incorrect reports are considered delinquent, with a 
30-day grace period in which to supply the mi s sing info rmati o n . 

Pursua nt to Rule 25- 30 .110(6) (a), Florida Admin istrative Co~~ . 

any utility that fails to file a timely, complete annual r eport is 
subject to penal ties, absent demonstrat ion of good cause for 
noncompliance. The penalty set out in Rule 25- 30 .110(7) , Fl orida 
Administrative Code, for Class C uti 1 i ties is $3 per day. The 
penalty calculation is based on the number of days elapsed sinc e 
March 31st, or the approved extension date , and the a c tual date of 
filing. The date of filing is included in computing the number of 
days elapsed. This Commission may impose lesser or greater 
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pe na ltie s , purs ua nt t o Ru le 25- 30 . 11 0 ( 6) (c ), Fl orida Admi n i s tra tive 
Code . 

S 6< L, a Class C utility, fil ed a d e l inque nt 1989 a nnua l 
r e p ort. The r e p ort was due Ma rch 31, 19 9 0 , but i t was no t r ece ived 
until June 14, 1990. on Septembe r 23 , 199 1 , we i n fo r me d l~r. 

Charles Fletc her, Jr. , r e pre senta tive o f the ut i lity, by letter, 
tha t payme nt o f $ 2 25 , for 7 5 days d e l i nq ue nt a t $ 3 p e r day, was due 
o n o r be f ore Oc tober 24, 199 1 , and wa rned tha t fail ure t o remi t 
s uc h pa y ment could res ult i n a d d i tiona l a ssessme nts bei ng l e vie d . 
S & L has fa iled t o ma ke s a id pa yme nt t o d a te . 

In cons ideration o f the fore goi ng , i t a ppe r s that s & L ha s 
f a iled t o comply with the 198 9 annua l r e po rt r equire me n t s , and i s 
i n v iolatio n o f Rule 25 - 30 .11 0 , Flo rida Admi n istrati ve Cod e . 
The r e f o r e , we he reby orde r S & L to s how cause , i n writ i ng , within 
twenty d ays , why i t should no t be fined $ 225 f or i t s f a il ure t o 
comply with the 198 9 annual r e po rt requ i r e ments . 

If the utility fails t o r espo nd t o t he s how c ause wi th i n 
t wenty days of the issua nce of thi s Orde r, t he pe nalty o f $225 
s ha ll be imposed without further act ion by thi s Commiss i o n. The 
fa ilure of the ut i lity to file a time ly r e s po ns e t o t h e s ho w cause 
o rde r shall c o ns titute both an admissi o n of the f acts a l l eged a nd 
a waive r any r ight to a he aring. 

If S 6< L fails to r espond to reas o nab l e c ollectio n e ff ort s by 
t h is Commiss ion, we dee m the fine t o be unc ol l e c tible a nd he r eby 
a uthorize referral of this matter to the Comptro l ler' s o f f ice for 
f urthe r collect i o n efforts based on thi s Commi s si on' s find ing tha t, 
under the afores aid circumstanc es, furthe r coll ~ction efforts by 
this Commission wou ld no t be c o s t effect i ve . Reaso na ble 
collection efforts shall c ons i s t o f two cert ified l e tte rs 
r e questing payme nt . 

If , however , the utili t y r esponds t o the s ho w c a us e by 
r e mitting the $22 5 penalty, no further a c tio n i s r e q u ired , and t h is 
d ocket shall be closed administratively . 

Based on the foregoing, it is, the r e f o r e , 

ORDERED by the Florida Public Servic e Commiss i o n that S & L 
Utilities , in Mari on County , shall show cau se , i n wri ting , withi n 
twe nty days, why it should not b0 fi ned $225 for fa i l ure t o fil e 
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its 1989 a nnua l r e po r t , a s r equired by Rule 75 - 30 .1 10 , florida 
Adminis tra tive Code. It i s f urt he r 

ORDERED tha t S & L Util i tie s' wr i t ten r e sponse must be 
receive d by the Di r ect o r, Di vision o f Records a nd Repor ting, 10 1 
East Ga i nes Str eet, Ta lla hassee , Flor i d a 32399- 0870 , by the c l ose 
of b usiness on Oct o ber 13, 1992. It is f ur t he r 

ORDERED tha t s & L Utilities ' r espon se must contai n specific 
allega t ions of fact a nd l aw. It is f urther 

ORDERED tha t s & L Util i ties ' opport u n ity to fi l e a written 
response s hall cons t i tute its opportunity to be he ard prior t o 
final d e t e rmination of nonc ompliance and a ssessme n t o f penalty by 
t his Commission , as require d under Rule 25- 30 .110 ( 6) ( c ), Fl o rida 
Admi n istra tive Cod e . It i s further 

ORDERED tha t a fa ilure to f i le a ti mel y response to th i s s how 
cause o r der s hal l cons t i t ute an admiss i o n o f the fa cts alleged in 
the body o f th is Order and a waive r of any right t o a hearing . It 
1s fu r the r 

ORDERED that i f S & L Utilities fil es a writ ten r esponse that 
r a ises ma t e rial quest i o ns of fact and r eques t s a hear ing pursuant 
to Sectio n 120 . 57 , Fl or ida Statutes , fur t her proceedings ma y be 
scheduled be f o r e a f i na l determinatio n on these mat t e rs is made . 
I t is f u r the r 

ORDERED t hat i f S & L Uti lities fail s t o fil e a timely 
response t o th is s how c ause o r der, the fine of $ 225 sha ll be 
imposed, purs ua n t t o Rule 25- 30 .110, Florid a Administrative Code . 
It is f u r the r 

ORD ERED tha t if r easonable co l lect i on e f fort s a r e 
unsuccessful , the c ollec t ion of the fine s ha ll be forwa rde d t o t he 
Comptroller's o ffice and this docket s ha ll be c l osed . Tt is 
furthe r 

ORDER ED tha t i f S & L Ut i li ties responds t o t he show cause by 
remi t ting t he p e na l ty, th is doc ke t s hd ll be c l osed 
admi nist r a t i vely . 
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By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Comll'iss ion thi s n r d 
da y o f September , ~· 

, Director 
Records and Reporting 

(S EAL ) 
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