
DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

BE: 

State of Florida 

January 12, 1996 

Parties of Record 

Blanca S. Ba 6, Director iw-- 
Division of J ecords and Reporting 

DOCKET NO n l i c a t h n  for rate increase in Brevard, 
Charlotte/Lee, Citrus, CIa Duvd, Highlands, Lake, Marion, Martin, 

Washin ton Counties by Southern States Uaties, Inc.,, Collier County by 
Marco 8 hores Utilities; Hernando County by Spring Hdl Utilities; and 
Volusia County by Deltona Lakes Utilities. 
DOCKET NO. 930880-WS - Investigation into a pro riate rate structure 
for Southern States for all re 

Martin, Nassau, Oran e, Osctola, Pam, Putnam, SeminoIe, St. Johns, St. 

DOCKET NO. 950495-WS - A plication for rate increase and increase in 

Citrus,  Clay, Collier, Duval, Highlands, Lake, Lee, Marion, Martin, Nassau, 

Nassau, Orange, Osceofa, P asco, Putnam, Seminole, Volusia, and 

Clay, Collier, h v d ,  Hernan P 0, Highlands, Lake, L&e/Charlotte, Marion, 

Luck, Volusia, and v$ stshiqton Counties. 

service availabili charges, by E outhern States for Orange-Osceola 
Utilities, Inc. in 8 sceola County, and in Brad€ord, Brevard, Charlotte, 

O r 3  and ashington Counties. 

ated systems in lad! r ord, Brevard, Citrus, 

e, Osceola, Pasco, Putnam, Seminole, St. Johns, St. Lucie, Volusia, 

This is to inform you that Chairman Clark has reported the following 
communication in the above referenced dockets. 

Letter dated January 2, 1996, horn the Honorable Charles Dusseau, 
Secretary, Florida Department of Commerce. 

A copy of Secretary Dusseau's letter and Chairman Clark's response, copies of 
which are attached, is being made a part of tbe record in these proceedings. Pursuant to 
Section 350.042, F.S., any party who desires to respond to an ex parte communication 
may do so. The response must be received by the Commission within 10 days after 
receiving notice that the ex parte communication has been placed on the record. 

Attachments 
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state of Florida 

A 

DATE: 

To: 

FROM 

RE: 

FPSC*R€COROS/RfpORT,~~ 
BIanca Bay&, Director of Records and Reporthg 

Susan E Clark, Chairman 

Letter in Response to letter b m  Secretary of Commerce Charles Dusseau 

* -  10% 
regarding Docket Nos. 92U199-WS, 93088bWS and 950495-WS 

Please find attached a copy of my lettea in response to a letter of Jammy 2,1996, 
from Secretary of Commerce Charles Dusseau. Because this letter is a response to a letter 
which addresses matters relevant to pending proceedings, it is newssay to place this 
memorandum and attachment on the records of the above-referenced proceedings pursuant 
to section 350.042, Florida Statutes. Please give notice of this communiCation to all parties 
to the dockets and inform them that they have 10 days from receipt of the notice to file a 
response. 

Attachment 

003213 ’ 
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State of Florida 
- 

W d  L. Guntcs BuiIding 
2940 Shumard Oak B o u h r d  
Tallaha9see, FL 32399-0850 

(904) 413- 
FAX (904) 487- 171 6 

January 111 1996 

The Honorable Charles Dusseau 
Secretaxy 
Florida Department of Commerce 
Collfns Building 
107 West Gaines Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001 

Dear Secretary Dusseau: 

Southern Statas utilities, Inc. (SSU). 

arrived at after easeful consideration of testimony and evidence 
presented in public hearings. 
application far rate increase pending before the CormPission, 
Also, the Cornmissfonts decisions in three other pivotal cases 
hvolving SSU are efther pending reconsideration by tho 
Commission or are on appeal in the F i r s t  District Court  of 
Appeal. 

Due to the fact that many cases involving SSIJ are pending 
before the Commission, I am unable to m a k e  any statements about 
.the matters raised in your letter. However, I have instructed 
Mr. Rob Vandiver, the Commission's General Counsel, to work w i t h  
your office to the extent necessary for you to understand this 
Agencyrs proceedings and its decisions affecting SSU. 
Mr.  Vandiver m e t  on January 4th w i t h  Mr. N e l s  Roseland of the 
Governor's O f f i c e  and Mr- N i c k  Leslie of yo- office, 
will continue to be available to your office in this capacity. 

Thank you for your l e t t s  of January 2 ,  1996, regarding 

The Commission's decisions regarding SS7J1s rates have been 

A t  the present time, SSU has an 

In fact, 

Our s taf f  

e:  Rob Vandiver 

Sincerely, 

.- 
Susan F. Clark 
Chairman 

3545 0032 I k, 
An AfIimarive Acrion I Equal Oppomiiy Employer 



FLORIDA 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Secretary Charles Dusseau 

January 2, 2996 

Susan F, Clark, Chairperson 
Florida Public Service Commission 
Gunther Building 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Td!ah=srq Florida 32388-C355 

Dear Cummissioner Clark: 

I recently received a copy of a letter sent to Governor Chiles by W. &end 
Sandhulte, Chairman and CEO of Minnesota Power in Duluth, Mnnmtt. As you 
are aware, k4innemta Power owns Southm States Utihies, a wtef and wastewater 
utility company based in Apopka. This letter outlined his corporalion's concerns 
regarding the PSC's recant unifom rate ruling pertaining to Southern States Utilities 
(PSC-95- 1292-FOF-WS). 

Businesses frequently contact this Department with cohcems ahout regulatory 
decisions, and the PSC under your leadership has been very supporthe of ow efforts 
to ensure a fair and favorable setting for economic development in Florida. Your 
recent cooperation an the economic development expenditures isme and the 
telephone area code issue are good wmpks. Hawever, as you can imagine, ~fl t  a€ 
rhe basic dements for business suuFvival in, any marketplace is a predictabIe and stable 
business cfimatte. Without it, business managers am unable to make informed 
decisiuns which can o h  make the difference between business survjvrtl and failure. 
An unpredictable environment, ev& in a regulated setting, can put tremendous 
financial pressure on firms such as SSU, which may lead them to rethink their 
investment irl Florida and could cause businesses cansidering Florida as a site €or 
expansion to go elsewhere. 

In this case, I have asked a member of our staff, Nick Leslie, to consult with your 
staR and with the Water Policy Office in the Dapadrnent of Environmental 
Protections. Nick will advise me on the reasoning behind the Commission's order 
and an what, if any, recourse might be a~ 
can be reached at 4x7-2568. 

Collins Building 
107 west Gaines Sweet 
Tanahom I Florida 32399-2000 T 



Susan E. Clark, Chairperson 
January 2,1996 
Page Two 

As always, I appreciate the cooperation of the Commission and thank you for your 
attention to this issue. 

Charles Dusmu 
Secretary of Commerce 

CD:ss 

cc: Govemur Lawton Chiles 
Jeff Sharkey 

QQ32 I 8  3547 


