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1W1D QILIVDX 

Ma. Mary Ann• Helton 
Division of Appeal• 

April 10, 1996 

Florida Public Service Co11aiaaion 
2540 Shuaard Oak Boulevard 
Tallaha••••, Florida 32399 ,.,.. 

1Sfi./2 _) 
Re: Docket No. 9'154,~EU; Petition to Initiate Chan9•• to 

Rule 25-6.049, P.A.C., Meaauring C\latomer Service, by 
Microaeter ~orporation 

Ooc:k•t No. 96QQ~O-t;Q; Petition t "' Initiate Rul-aJtinc1 to 
Amend Rule 25-6.049, F.A.C., Measuring C\latomer Service, 
by Viatana Management Ltd. 

Dear Mary Anne: 

Enclosed are Tampa Electric Co•pany'• Poat Workahop Co111J1ents 
•ubmitted pursuant to the workshop conducted on March 27, 1996. 

JDB/ b j m 

Enclosure 

cc : Connie Kummer (w/ encl. ) 
Angie Llewellyn (w/ encl . ) 

Sincerely, 

OOCUHOll Nl'MflfR ·DAT E 

0 ~ 2 I 3 APiU I ~ 
f PSC-RECOROS/llEPORTIHG 



t'ADA ILIOftlC ~UY 
.c>aT woauaot COIOdlfT• 

I• DOCKIT ll08. 151411-IU Alm t•oozo-1u 

Taapa Electric appreciate• thi• opportunity to provide poat
workahop co .. enta in Docket Noa. 951485-EU and 960020-EU. While 
th••• two doclt•t• were combined becauae they a~• both r~1u•atin9 
chaJl9•• to Rule 25-6.049, P.A.C., Meaaurin9 CU.toaer Servi'.·•, Tampa 
Electric will addr••• it'• coaaent• to the two docket• ••parately 
becau•• th• relief aou9ht by one docket i• not th• aaL~ •• that 
which i• aouqht by th• other. 

Docket •o. tl1411•SV 

Re9ardin9 aicroMETER'• petition to a l lov their equipaent to be uaed 
under the control and own•r•hip of landlord•, tenant aa•ociation•, 
etc. to fulfill th• exi•tinq rule'• individual aeterinq 
requir ... nt, Taapa Electric i• oppoaed to thi• concept for aany 
reaaona. Taapa Electric recognize• the usefuln••• of ayateaa, auch 
as aicrollETER, which can be uaed by leqitiaate aaater aetered 
account•, auch aa grandfathered account• and office coaplexes, t o 
apportion the entity'• electric bill fairly aaong it• tenants. 
However, in the ca•• of fulfilling th• individual aeterinq 
requireaent, the Co111JDission would loae the juriadiction required to 
ensure/regulate: 

• meter accuracy 
• end-u•• conawaer recourse against high-bills 
• tillelin••• ot billing 
• disconnection ot service 
• deposits and interest on depoait• 
• late payment penalties 
• billing intoraation 

While microMETER claiaa that convertinq a trailer park or 
condominiua aaaociation troa individually .. tered account• to one 
master metered account will reduce the coat ot utility charges by 
th• amount of the individual cuatoaer charge•, neither aicroKETER 
nor the Coaaiaaion can ensure that the landlord or tenant 
aaaociation will not increase their charges to each of their 
tananta by aore than the aaount ot the utility's individual 
custoaer charge in order to cover the coat ot their capital and o•M 
inveataenta related to aeterinq and billing, nor can they enaure 
that a profit will not be factored in aa well. Furtheraore, the 
true utility rate •aavinqa• which would be realized aa a result of 
using a aicroMETER •Y•t•• in tultillaent ot the individual aetering 
requirement would be limited to th• utility'• avoided coat. Thia 



aay or aay not be th• •ntir• a.ount of the individual cuatoaer 
charge. A• a reault, there i• no apparent benefit to th• end-uae 
conawaer and no real benefit to the propoaed cuato .. r of record, 
th• landlord or condominiua aaaociation. 

Regarding conaervation iaauea, Taapa Electric Company uaea billing 
inaert• to adviae cuato .. ra of •n•rCJY aavin9 .. aaurea and 
conaervation proqraaa. Thi• coaaunioation to the end ua•r of 
•l•ctric ••rvioea vould be hindered, if not aade iapoaaible to 
accoapliah, if reaidenc•• were aaater .. tered. While the company 
could allow for an increaaed nuaber of bill inaerta to th••• 
account•, there vould be no aaaurance that th• end uae conauaers 
would actually receive th••• inaerta. 

In addition, th• co .. iaaion would have no juriadiction to ensure 
that the equip119nt waa being uaed to accurately allocate electric 
bill• to end-uae consumer•. Under th••• circuaatancea, the 
potential tor abu•• would be qreat. Likewiae, non-payaent for the 
end-uae conauaer'• electric bill or a high bill complaint could 
reault in eviction. 

Dootet llo. 110010-111 

Regarding VISTAHA'• petition requesting that ti .. ahar•• be excluded 
from the individual metering requirement, Taapa Electric Company 
aqre•• that moat tiaeaharea function like hotel•. Since hotels are 
currently excluded from th• individual .. terin9 requirement, 
timeahar•• should not be required to aubait to individual aeterin9 . 
However, ahould a timea.hare which i• currently individually aetered 
requeat to be changed to a aaater metered account, that ti .. ahare 
ahould bear the full cos t of the converaion ao that the utility's 
remaining cuatoaera are held haral•••· Th• final rule ahould allow 
for flexibility ao that the 110at cos t effective solution to the 
individual aituation can be iapleaented. For instance, equipaent 
behind th• aeter aay be leaaed, purchaaed at th• ti•• of the 
conversion, or financed over a period of month•; a aaater ••t•r aay 
be installed on the aide of each building or at a.ch transformer ; 
etc. Of courae, the timeshare would be given the choice and would 
not be forced to convert to a aaater ••t•r•d account. 

The final rule ahould also be clear that only qualifying tiaeahare 
building• will be allowed to be aaater .. tered. A qualifying 
tiaeahare building would be ovned by one entity and only tiaeahare 
acco-odation• vould be provided. Any building• which contain 
full-time reaident• cannot be aaater aetered. Thi• would preempt 
condominiwa aaaociation• or apartaent coapl•x•• fro• cla i ming 
timeahare atatua in order to be aaater metered. 
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In addition , Tampa Electric feel• that it i• appropriate to exe•pt 
overnight marina• from the individual aeterift9 requirement. Th• 
conver•ion ia•u•• which apply to tiaeahare faciliti•• would al•o 
apply to overniqht marina•, and th• pr•••nce of peraanent live
aboard resident• would diaqualify the marina froa exception atatu•. 

In any ca••, there mu•t be a clearly defined line of demarcation 
beyond which the utility's reaponaibility enda. 

3 



2·5-1. Oft ••••uria9 CU•toaer lenioe. 

(1) All enerqy •old to cu•toMr•, except that •old under flat 

rat• •chedule, •hall b• Ma•ured by c011aercially acceptable 

measuring device• ovned and aaintained by the utility, except where 

it is impractical to aeter loada, auch aa atreet lighting, 

teaporary or apecial inatallationa, in which caae th• conauaption 

aay be calculated, or billed on deaand or connected load rate or aa 

provided in the utility'• filed tariff. 

(2) When there i• aore than one Mt•r at a location th• 

metering equipaent •hall be ao ta99ed or plainly aarked aa to 

indicate th• circuit metered. Where aiailar type• of aetara record 

different quantitiaa, (kilowatt-hour• and reactive power, tor 

exAlllpla), .. taring equipment ahall be tagged or plainly aarked to 

indicate what th• meter• are recording. 

(3) Matera which are not direct reading •hall have the 

multiplier plainly marked on the Mtar. All chart• taken from 

recording aatera ahall be marked vith the data of the re~ord, the 

meter nWll.ber, cuatomer, and chart aultipliar. The reqiater ratio 

shall be marked on all meter reqiatara. Th• watt-hour conatant tor 

the meter itself ahall be placed on all vatt-hour aatara. 

(4) Metering equipment ahall not be aet •taat" or "•low• to 

compensate tor aupply transformer or line lo••••· 

(5) (a) IncU •idual electric aetarin9 by the utility ahall be 

required tor each separate occupancy unit of new coaaercial 

••tabliah .. nta, reaidantial building•, condoainiuaa, cooperatives, 

aarinaa, and trailer, mobile hoae and recreational vehicle parks 

tor which conatruction la co .. encad after January l, 1981. 'Phie 



• ~i•• •h••i"9 •l••h Individual electric ••t•r• •hall not, however, 

be requi red: 

l. In tho•• portion. of a co ... rcial ••tabliatuaant 

vh•r• th• floor 91>ace di .. n•ion• or phyaical 

confi9Uration ot th• unit• are •ubject to 

alteration, a• evidenced by non-atruotural eleaent 

partition wall•, unl••• th• utility deterain•• that 

adequate provi•ion• can be aade to aodiry th• 

aetering to accurately retlect auch alteration•; 

2. For electricity u••d in central heating, 

ventilatinq and air conditioni"9 •Y•t ... , or 

electric back up ••rvic• to •tora9e heatinq and 

cooling •Y•teaa; 

J . For electricity uaed in •pecialized-u•• hou•inq 

acco-odati ons auch a• ho•pit.al• , nur•ing hoaea , 

living faciliti•• located on the •a•• pre•i••• a• , 

and operated in conjunction with, a nur •inq hoae or 

other health care facility providinq at least the 

•aa• level and type• ot service• •• a nur•ing boae, 

convalescent ho .. •, facilities certificated under 

Chapter 651, Florida Statute•, college d'>naitoriea , 

convents, •orority hou•••, fraternity houaea, 

aotela, hotel•, and •iailar faciliti••; 

4 . For aeparate , apecially-deaiqnated area• for 

overnight occupancy at trailer, aobile home, 

recreationa l 



vehicle park• vh•r• peraanent r••idency i• not 

••tabli•h•d and for aarina• where living aboard i• 

, .... "."~ •••ft•· 
(b) For purpo••• of thi• rule: 

1. •occupancy unit• .. an• that portion ot any 

co-•rcial ••tabli•hllent, •inqle and multi-unit 

re•idential building, 

amm or trailer, mobile ho•• or recreational 

vehicle park, or aarina s 
which i• ••t apart fro• th• reat of auch 

facility by clearly detenainabl• boundari•• ae 

described in the rental, lease, or ownerehip 

agreement tor such unit. 

2. •Time-ehar! '="' plaft• aea .. a any arrangement, plan, 

acheme, or eimilar device, whether by mem.berahip, 

agreement, tenancy in common, sale, lease, deed, 

rental aqr•••ent, licen••, or right-to-use 

agreement or by any other aeans, whereby a 

purchaser, in exchange tor a con• ideration, 

receive• a right to uae acco-odationa or 

tacilitie•, or both, tor a apecitic period of time 

leas than a full year durin.g any 9iven year, but 

not neceaaarily for con•ecutive year•, and which 

extends for a period of more than three years. 

3. The conatnaction of a new co .. ercial eatabliahment, 

r••idential buildinq, marina, or trailer, •obile 

_J 



4. 

• 
home or recreational vehicle park •hall be deemed 

to co111J11ence on the date when th• buildin9 atructure 

penait i• iaaued. 
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11eterin9 requir ... nt i• waived for any tiae~ 

ahar~ facility for which con•truction waa 

co .. enced before Deceaber 23, 1982, in which 

aeparate occupancy units vere not aetered in 

accordance with aubaection (5)(a). 

5. "Overnight Occupancy" meana uae of an occupancy 

unit for a ahort tena auch as per day or per week 

where permanent reaidency ia not eatabliahed. 

6. The term •coat•, aa uaed herein aeana only those 

charges apecifically authorized by the electric 

utility'• tariff, including but not limited to the 

cu•toaer, energy, deaand, fuel, and con••rvation 

charge• made by the electric utility plus 

applicable taxes and feea to the cuatomer of record 

reaponaibl• for the aaater aeter payment&. Th• term 

doe• not include late payment charge•, returned 

check chargea, the coat of the diatribution aystem 

behind the aa•t•r aeter, 

the coat of billing, and other auch coats. 

1 



(a) Where individual meterin9 i• not required 

under Sub•ection (5)(a) and •a•ter metering is 

uaed in lieu thereof, reaaonable apportionment 

method•, includin9 aub-aeterinq may be uaed by 

the cu•toaer of record or th• owner ot such 

facility aolely for the purpoae ot allocating 

the coat of the electricit;· billed by the 

utility. 

(b) Any t••• or char9•• collected by a oua tomer o r 

record for electricitY.. billed to the 

cuatoaer'• account by th• utility, whether 

ba••d on the uae of aub-aetering or any other 

allocation aethod, ahall be determined in a 

manner which reiabur••• the customer ot record 

tor no more than the cuatomer's actual cost of 

electricity. 

(7) Each utility •hall develop a standard policy 

governing the provisions of sub-meter i ng as 

provided t or herein. Such policy •hall be t iled by 

each utility •• part ot its tariffs. The policy 

•hall have uniform application and shall be 

nondiscriminatory . 

Spec ific Authority 366.05(1) FS. 

Lav Iapleaented 366.05(3 ) FS. 

Hiatory--Aaended 7-29-69, ll-26-80 , 12- 23 -82, 12-28-83 , Fonnerly 

25-6.4 9 , Amended 7-14-87, 10-5-88 . 


