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April 10, 1996

Ny RLEL T REFEM T

Ma. Mary Anne Helton
Division of Appeals
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulsvard
Tallahasses, Florida 232399 —
757485
Ra: Dockst No. 95IS5T%-EU; Petition to Initiate Changes to
Rule 25-6.049, F.A.C., HNeasuring Custoper Service, by
Hicrometer Jorporation

Docket No., 960020-EU; Petition t. Initiate Rulemaking to
Amand Rule 25~6.049, F.A.C., Measuring Customer Service,
by Vistana Managsment Ltd.

Dear Mary Anne:

Enclosed are Tampa Electric Company’s Post Workshop Comments
submitted pursuant to the workshop conductad on March 27, 1996.

Sincerely,

fani

“mes D. Deasley

JDB/bBim
Enclosure

cec: Connie Kummer {(w/encl.)
Angie Llawellyn (w/encl.)
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TANPA ALECTAIC CONPANY
TOST WORKSHOP COMNENTS
IN DOCKET NOB. 951485-EU AND #40020-RU

Tampa Electric appreciates this opportunity to provide post-
workshop comments in Docket Nos. 951485-FEU and 960020-EU. While
thess two dockats were combined because they ara both requesting
changes tc Rule 15-6.049, F.A.C., Measuring Customer Servi.e, Tampa
Electric will address it's comments to the two dockets separataly
bacause the relief sought by one docket is not the eaxs as that
wvhich is sought by the othar.

Docket Mo. 98514835-RU

Regarding microMETER's petition to allov their squipment to ba used
under the control and ownership ¢f landlords, tenant assoclations,
etc. to fulfill the existing rule's individual metering
requiremsnt, Tampa Electric is opposad to this concept for many
reasons. Tampa Electric recognizes the usefulness of systeas, such
as nicroMETER, vhich can be used by legitimate mastsr netered
accounts, such as grandfathered accounts and office complexes, to
apportion the antity's electric kill fairly among its tenants.
However, in the case of fulfilling the individual metering
requiremant, the Commission would lose the jurisdiction required to
ensure/raegulate:

meter accuracy

and-use consumer recourse against high-~bills
tizeliness of bllling

disconnection of service

daposits and interest on deposits

late paymant psnalties

billing information

yYvey yUTevyTwy

While microMETER claims that converting a trailer park or
condominium association from individually metered accounts to one
naster metersd account will reduce the cost of utility charges by
the amount of the individual customer charges, neither microMETER
nor the Commission can ensure that the landlord or tenant
assoclation will not increasa their charges to each of their
tenants by more than the amount of the utility'’s individual
customer charge in order to cover the cost of their capital and O&M
investments related to metering and billing, nor can they ensurs
that a profit will not be factored in as well. Furthermore, the
trus utility rste “savings™ which would be realized as a result of
using a microMETER system in fulfillment of the individual matering
raquirement would be limited to the utlility’'s avoided cost. This




may or may not be the entire amount of the imdividual custonmer
charge. As a result, thers is no apparent bensfit to the end-use
consumar and no real benefit to the propossd customer of record,
ths landlord or condominium association.

Regarding consarvation issues, Tamps Electric Company uses billing
inserts to advise customars of ana saving wmsasurap and
conservation programs. This communication to the end user of
electric services would be hindered, if not made impossible to
accomplish, if residences vere master metered. While the company
could allow for an increased number of bill inserts to these
accounts, there vould be no assuranca that the and use consunmars
would actually receive these inserts.

In addition, the Commission would have no jurjediction to ensure
that the squipment was being used to accurately allcoccate electric
bills to end-use consumars. Under these c¢ircumstances, ths
potential for abuse would be great. Likewise, non-payment for the
end-use consumer's electric bill or a high bill complaint could
result in eviction.

Dooket NMo. 9460020-R0

Regarding VISTANA's petition raquesting that timeshares be excluded
from the individual metering requirement, Tampa Electric Company
agrees that most timeshares function like hotels. Since hotels are
currantly excluded from the imdividual =metering requirement,
timeshares should not be reguired to submit to individual metering.
Howevar, should a timeshare which is currently individually matered
requast to be changed to a mastar meterad account, that timeshare
should bear the full cost of the conversion so that the utility's
rexzaining customers are held harmless. The final rule should allow
for flexibility so that thes most cost effective solution to the
individual situation can be implemented. For instance, eguipaent
behind the meter may be leased, purchassd at the time of the
conversion, or financed over a pariod of months; a master peter may
be installed on the side of sach bullding or at sach transformer;
etc. Of course, the timeshare would be given the choice and would
not be forced to convert to a master netered account.

The final rule should also be clear that only qualifying timeshare
bulldings will be alloved to be master meterasd. A qualifying
timeshare building would be owned by one entity and only timeshare
accommodations would be provided. Any bulldinges which contain
full-tize residents cannot be master metered. This would preezpt
condominium associations or apartment conmplexes from claizming
timeshare status in order tc be master naterad.



In addition, Tampa Electric feels that it is appropriate to sxempt
overnight marinas from the individual metering requirement. The
conversion lissues which apply te timsashare facilities would also
apply to overnight marinas, and the presence of permanent live-
aboard residents would disqualify the marina froms sxception status.

In any case, there pust ba a olaarly defined line of demarcation
beyond which the utility's responsibility ends.



25-6.04% Neasuring Customer Serviocs.

(1} All enerqgy scold to customars, except that sold undar flat
rate schadule, shall be msasured by commercially acceptable
measuring devices owned and meintained by the utility, except vhare
it is impractical to =mater loads, such as satrest lighting,
temporary or special installations, in which case the consumption
may be calculated, or billed on demand or connected load rate or as
provided in the utility’s filed taritff.

(2) Whean there is more than one meter at a location tha
metering equipment shall ba so tagged or plainly marked as to
indicate the circuit netered. Where similar typas of meters record
differant quantities, (kilowatt-hours and reactive power, for
example}, Betering sgquipment shall be tagged or plainly marked to
indicate what the meters are recording.

(3) Meters which are not direct reading shall hava the
sultiplier plainly marked on the metar. All charts taken from
recording meters shall be marked with tha date of the rerord, the
peter number, customer, and chart sultiplier. The register ratio
shall be marked on all meter registers. The watt-hour constant for
the moter itself shall be placed on all watt-hour meters.

(4) Metering equipment shall nct bas set "fast™ or "slow" to
compensate for supply tranaformer or line losses.

(%) (a) Individual electric metering by the utility shall be
required for esach esaparate occupancy unit of new commarcial
sstablisrments, residantial buildings, condominjums, cooperatives,
marinas, and trailer, mobile home and recreational vehicle parks

for which construction is commpenced after January 1, 1981.—Fhis




e eR = he O e o o e R the—focl by o—onoego —in
a—time—~phaving-pianr Individual electric meters shall not, however,

be regulired:

1.

In thoss portions of a commercial establishment
vhere the floor space dimansions or physical
configuration of the units are subject to
alteration, as avidenced by non-structural slement
partition valls, unless the utility detersines that
adsquata provisions can be made to modify the
mataring to accurately reflect such altarations;
Por slectricity used in central hesating,
vantilating and air conditioning systeas, or
electric back up servica to storage heating and
cooling systems;

For electricity used in specialized-use housing
accomamodations such as hospitals, nursing homes,
living facilities located on the sama prexises as,
and operated in conjunction with, a nursing home or
other health care facility providing at least the
same lavel and types of ssrvices as a nursing home,
convalescent homes, facllities certificated undar
Chapter 651, Florida Btatutes, college dnrmitories,
convents, sorority houses, fraternity houses,
motals, hotels, and similar facilities;

For @separate, speclsally-designated areas for
overnight occupancy at trailer, =acbila hone,

EREACITIEY and recreational




vehicle parks wvhers parsanent residency s not

established and for marinas where living aboard is

prohibited-by—epdinaneer—dead—pestriotion—eor—other
ST R R

(b) For purpcses of this rule:

1.

"Occupanay unit® means that portion of any
coxmercial establishment, single and multi-unit
residential building, EXSETER

¥V or trailer, mcbile home or recreational

facility by clesarly dsterminable boundaries as

described in the rantal, leass, or ownership
agresment for such unit.

*Time-shariineg—plan® mea..s any arrangement, plan,
scheme, or sinmllar device, whether by membership,
agreement, tenancy in common, sale, leass, deed,
rental agreemant, licenss, or right-to-use
agreement or by any other means, vwvhereby a
purchaser, In exchange for a consideration,
receives a right to use accommodations or
facilities, or both, for a specific period of time
leas than a full ysar during any given year, bﬁt
not necessarlly for consscutive yeara, and which
extends for a period of more than three years.

The construction of a nev commercial establishment,

residential building, marina, or traller, moblle









