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• 
CASB BACIWROOHD 

Florida Water Services Corporation, formerly Southern States 
Utilities, Inc., is a Class A utility providing water and 
wastewater service to approximately 152 service areas i n 25 
counties. In 1994, Florida Water services Corporation (Florida 
Water or the utility) recorded total company operating revenues of 
$23,498,289 and $16,985,104 for water and wastewater, respectively. 
The resulting total company net operating income for that same 
period was $3, 44 5,315 for water and $2, 1; 90,791 for wastewater . 
Florida Water reported that in 1994, it had 102,514 water customers 
and 43,131 wastewater customers for the total utility . 

In tne rate case processed under Docket No. 950495-WS, the 
utility requested a uniform wastewater rate structure applicable to 
al l jurisdictional service areas. Among various other types of 
service rates included as part of their request in that docket was 
a uniform residential wastewater only rate for all j urisdictional 
service areas. By Order No. PSC-96-1320-FOP-WS, issued October 30, 
1996, the Commission approved a capband, rather than uniform, 
waotewoter rate structure. 

As a result of the approved rate structure, the Commission 
ordered a residential wastewater only rate for the n i ne service 
areas where residential wastewater only customers existed. The 
Commission further ordered that the residential wastewater only 
rate should be calculated on a per service area basis . A 
residential wastewate~ only rate was included in Order No . PSC-96-
1320-POP-WS for those areas where customers existed. For those 
areas with no residential waatewater only customers, a rate was not 
included. 

On March 18, 1997, the utility filed a petition requesting 
that t he Commission approve rates for a new class of uervicc for 
resi.dential wastewater only ( "RifO") service in all of Florida 
Water's service areas under the Commission's jurisdiction which do 
not currently have RWO ratee. It appears the utility has 
calculated thia rate on a per service area basis. With thio 
filing, the utility has submitted tariff sheets reflecting their 
proposed RWO ra":ea along with •upporting documentation ! or t.he 
proposed rates. 

On March 26, 1997, the Office of Public Counsel (OPCI filed a 
Notice of Intervention in this docket. By order No. PSC 97 -0435-
FOP-su issued on April 17, 1997, OPC' • intervention w11s 
acknowledged. 
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• 
DISCUSSIQN OP ISSQBS 

IS8UB 1 : Should Florida Water Services Corporation • o proposed 
tariff reflecting the utility• s request for new class of serv ice to 
provide r esident ial wastewater only service be suspended? 

RBCOMM8NDAT1QN : Yes, Florida Water Services Corporation's proposed 
tariff reflecting the utility's request for new class of servi ce to 
provi de residential wastewater only service should be suspended 
pending further investigation by staff. (GALLOWAY) 

stAFF AHALXS I S: Pursuant to Section 367.091 (5), Florida Statutes, 
the rate s chedules proposed by the utility shall become effective 
within sixty (60) days after filing, un'.eu the Commiss ion votes to 
withhold consent t o i mplementation of the requested rates. Section 
367.091 (5), Florida Statutes, states that the Commission may 
withhold consent to the operation of a.ny or all portions of new 
rate schedules , by a vote to t hat effect within 60 days giving a 
reason or s tatement of good cause for withholding that consent. 

Staff has reviewed the filing and has considered the utility's 
proposed rates and the information f iled in support of the request. 
We believe it is reasonable and necessary to require further 
amplification and fxamination of the data supplied by th~ utility. 
Staff recommends that the proposed t ariff sheets be suspended 
allowing time to t horoughly review the utility's claims that the 
annual revenue derived and the number of customers a f fected by this 
requested new class of service are inestimable and wil l not be 
significant because of the infrequent nature of tne need for RWO 
rates. 

Therefore, the staff recommends that the proposed tarif f 
sheets which support the utility's request for a new class of 
service be suspended pending furt her discovery by otaff. 
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