





6. Pursuant to Rule 25-22.026(3), Staff’s duty is to
“represent ths public l.nt.l.'..lt and see that all relevant facts and
issues are clearly hro;lght before the Commission for its
consideration.” Howewer, Staff is not a real party in interest in
any proceeding before the Commission. mn_ﬂm”nl_ﬁag
Co. v, Public Service Commission, 534 So. 2d 695 (Fla. 1988). One
of Staff’s primary functions is to provide legal and technical
advice on matters pending before the Commission. The Commission
uses its staff to “test the validity, credibility, and competence
of the evidence presented.” JSouth Florida Natural Gas, at 698.

7. FRule 29-22.033(5), Florida Administrative Code, prohibits
a _statf member who testifies in a case from discussing the merits
of that cass with any Commissioner during the pendency of that
case. This prohibition extends to participating in the preparation
of recommendations and at the agenda conference. Further, Section
120.66(1), Florida Statutes, permits only advisory staff members
who do not testify on behalf of the Commission in a formal
proceeding to communicate with the Commissioners.

8. FPC Interrogatories 1-9 sre aimed to require Staff to
explain and justify the analysis and conclusions in the alternate
recommendation that was spproved by the Commission in the
underlying PAA proceeding. If Staff is required to respond to
these interrogatories and Staff’s responses are introduced at

hearing, those Staff members responding could not perform their

















