
• 
BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re : Petition to initiate 
rulemaking to amend Rule : s-
6.078, F . A . C. , Schedule of 
Charges, and Rule 25-6.082 , 
F.A. C., Records and Reports , by 
Florida Power & Light Company, 
Florida Power Corporation , Tampa 
Electric Company , Gulf Power 
Company 

DOCKET NO. 960623- EI 
ORDER NO. PSC- 97 - 1232-FOF-EI 
ISSUED: October 13 , 1997 

The following Commissioners participated in the disposition of 
this matter: 

JULIA L. JOHNSON, Chairman 
J. TERRY DEASON 
SUSAN F . CLARK 

DIANE K. KIESLING 
JOE GARCIA 

NOTICE OF ADOPTI ON OF RULES 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Florida Public Se rvi ce 
Commission , pursuant to Section 120.54 , Florida Statutes , has 
adopted the amendments to Rules 25-6 . 077 , 25-6.078 and 2~ - 6 . 082 , 

Florida Administrative Code, relating to electric underground 
residential differential tariffs, without changes . 

The rule amendments were filed with the Department of State on 
October 10 , 1997 and will be effective on October 30, 1997 . A copy 
of the rule as filed with the Secretary of State is attached to 
this Notice. 

This docket is closed upon issuance of this notice . 

I 0453 OCT 13~ 
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By ORDER of the Florida Publ ic Service Commission , this 13 th 
day of October , 1997 . 

(S EAL ) 

CTM 

BLANCA S . BAY6 , Director 
Division of Records & Reporting 

By : ~~ 
Kay ny;,Chef 
Bureau of Records 



ORDER NO . PSC- 97-1232-FOF-EI 
DOCKET NO . 960623- EI 
PAGE 3 

25- 6.077 Installation of Underground Distribution System~ 

Within New Subdivision~ . 

(1) When required . After acceptance by the utility of a 

proper application the utility shall define the geographical area 

described and entailed by said application a " Designated 

Underground Area ." The utility shall design and install a 

suitable underground electric distribution sys tem wit h su ff icient 

capacity and suitable materials which , in its judgment , will 

assure that the applicant will receive reasonably safe and 

adequate electric service for the reasonably foreseeable fu ture . 

(2) Facilities required to be underground . 

(a) All service, secondary, and primary distribution 

conductors with the possible exception of feeder mains shall be 

underground . Appurtenances such as transformers , pedestal 

mounted terminals , switch ing equipment , and met e r cabinets may be 

placed above ground at the discret ion of the utility . 

(b) At the option of the applicant and subject to 

requirements of governmental authorities and Rule 25-6 . 07 8, new 

feeder main s or portions thereof required to supply service 

within the subdivision , supply location distribution , o r to serve 

spot l oads may be either overhead or underground . 

(3) Service connection . The service connect i o n t o the 

building will normally be at or near the part of the building 
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nearest the point at which the underground secondary electric 

supply is available to the property to be served . If the service 

connection point selected on any building requires the 

installatior of a service lateral in excess of seveRty five (75t 

feet , then the applicant may be required to pay f o r the service 

lateral and installation in excess of seveRty five (7 5t feet in 

accordance with the ut ility ' s tariff rules and regu lations on 

file with the Commission ; except as provided under Rule 

2~- 6 . 0781Ql~ herein . 

Specific Authority : 366 . 05(1) , F . S . 

Law Implemented: 366.03 , 366 . 04(6) , 366 . 0 41 (1)(4) , 366 . 05(1) , 

366 . 06(1), F . S . 

History : New 4/10/71, Amended 4/13/8 0 , 2/12/84 , formerly 

25- 6 . 77 , Amended 10/30/97 . 

25- 6 . 078 Schedule of Charges. 

(1) Each utility shall file with the Commission 'tt'ithiR 60 

days ef the a~~lieability ef this rule a written policy that 

shall become a part of the utility's tariff rules and 

regulations . Such policy shall be subject to review and approva l 

of the Commission and shall include an Estimated Average Cost 

Differential , if any , and shall state iRdicate the basis upon 

which the utility will provide underground servi ce and 1ts method 

for recovering the difference in cost of an underground system 
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and an equivalent overhead system from t he applicant at the t ime 

service is extended . The c harges to t h e appl icant shall be not 

more than the estimated difference in cost of an u nderg round 

system and an equ1valent overhead s ys tem . 

(2 ) On or before Oc t ober 15th of e ach yea r each utilit y 

shall file wi th the Commi ssion ' s Divis i o n of Electric and Gas 

Form PSC/ EAG 13 , Schedu le 1 , u s i na cur r ent material and labor 

cos t s . If the cos t d i ff e r entia l as calculated in Schedule 1 

varies from the Commissi on - a pprov ed di f fe r ential b y p lus or minus 

10 perc ent o r more , the ut ili ty shall f ile a written policy and 

support i n g data and analyses as p rescribed i n sections (1) , (3 ) , 

and (4 ) of this rule on o r befo re Apri l 1 of t he follo wing year ; 

ho wever , each utility shall fi l e a wri t ten policy and supportina 

data and analyses at leas t o nce eve ry three yea r s . 

lll Differences in operating and main t ena nce costs b etween 

undergrou nd and overhead systems , i f a ny , ma y be taken into 

consideration in determining t he o vera l l Estimated Average Cost 

Di fferential . 

Detailed supporting da t a a nd analyses study 

results used to determine the Estimated Average Cost Differential 

for underground and overhead distributio n systems s ha ll be 

concurrently filed by the utility wi t h the Commission and shall 

be updated aRRually using cost da ta de veloped from the most 
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recent 12=month period . The utility shall record these da ta and 

analyses on Form PSC/EAG 13 {10/97) . Form PSC/EAG 13 , encitled 

"Overhead/Underground Residential Dif feren tial Cost Data" is 

incorporated by reference into this rule and may be obtained from 

the Division of Electric and Gas , 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard , 

Tallahassee , Florida 32399-0850 , 904 I 413- 67 00 . 

Subject to the provisioAs of Ru l e 25 6. 079(a) , 

~~ervice for a new multiple- occupancy building shall be 

constructed underground within the property to be served to the 

point of delivery at or near the building by t he utility at no 

charge to the applicant , provided the utility is free to 

construct its service extension or extensions in the most 

economical manner. 

The method of recovery~ of the cost differential 

as filed by the utility and approved by the Commission may not be 

waived or refunded unless it is mutually agreed by the applicant 

and the utility that the applicant will perfo rm certain wo rk as 

defined in the utilit y' s tariff do all of the treAehiAg aAd 

backfilliAg , in which case the applicant s hal l receive a credit~ 

per treAch foo t for each foot of treAchiAg aAd backfilliAg 

provided by him iA accordaAee wi th provisioAs Pr ovision for the 

credit shall be set forth in the utility ' s tariff r ules and 
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regulations , and _ha ll such credit to be no more in amount than 

the total charges applicable . 

1.ll. +61- The difference in cost as determined by the 

ut ility in accordance with its tariff shall be based on 

reasoAabl y full use of the subdivision for building lots or 

mult iple- occupancy buildings . If any given subdivision is 

designed to include large open areas , the utility or t he 

a pplicant may refer the matter t o the Commission for a special 

filing as p r ovided under Rule 25- 6 . 083 . 

The utility shall not be obligated to install any 

faci lities wi thin a subdivision until satisfactory arrangements 

for the construction of facilities and payment of applicable 

charges, if any , have been completed between the applicant and 

the utility by wr itten agreement . A standard agree~e~t form 

shall be filed with the company ' s tariff . 

12l+&t- Nothing herein contained shall be construed to 

prevent any utility from assuming all cost differential of 

providing u ndergro und distribution systems , prov1ded , however , 

that such assumed cos t differential shall not be chargeable to 

the general body of rate payers , a nd any such policy adopted by a 

utility shall have unifo rm application throughout its service 

area . 

Specific Authority : 366 . 04( 2) (f) , 366 . 05(1) , F. S . 
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Law Implemented : 366 . 03 , 366 . 041(1) (4), 366. 04{2) (f) , 366 . 06(1) , 

F.S . 

History: New 4/10/71 , Amended 4/1 3/80 , 2/12/84 , formerly 

25- 6.78 , Amended 10/30/97 . 

25-6 . 082 Records and Reports. 

(1) To insure the development and ava ilabili ty of 

appropriate data necessary to satisfy the aP.nual repo rting 

requirements of Rule 25 - 6 . 078~ herein , each ut ility shall ~ 

uRdertake te establish aRd maintain separa te records or 

sub-accounts for underground distribution construction , operation 

and maintenance costs . 

(2) Records shall also be maintained of e xperienced resu lts 

obtained in the use of joint trenching , in such manner and deta il 

as will afford an opportunity to eval uate the economies available 

using this practice . 

Specific Authority 366 . 04 (2) (f) , 366.05 ( 1 ) , F . S . 

Law Implemented : 366 . 03 , 350 . 115 , 36 6 . 0 4 {2) (a) {fl , F . S . 

History : New 4/10/71 , formerly 25-6.82 , Amended 10/30/97 . 
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